
Senate Judiciary Committee
224 Dirksen Senate O�ce Building
Washington, DC 20510

May 20, 2022

To the Esteemed Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee:

As you know, gun violence is up around the country. As faith leaders, we see every day the e�ects of
gun violence on Americans as we bury and mourn the dead, and console and counsel survivors and
families.

While this wave of gun violence demands a multifaceted response, at a minimum, the agency that
protects our communities from gun violence by enforcing our federal gun laws should have a
con�rmed Director. It is for this reason that we write to you today: Please vote to con�rm Steven
Dettelbach, a dedicated public servant and experienced prosecutor, as Director of the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

Dettelbach’s long career as a prosecutor and defender of our freedom exempli�es how he would
serve as ATF director. He has protected vulnerable communities, especially religious communities,
from extremists, domestic terrorists, and violent actors. Dettelbach, while assistant U.S. attorney,
prosecuted hate crimes nationwide, and coordinated the prosecution of violence against faith
communities under two attorneys-general. While in Northern Ohio, he led prosecutions of
incidents against a Black church in Conneaut and a mosque in Toledo. He also led the prosecution
of a Toledo man accused of intimidating Jewish and Black communities in Detroit. In addition to
the legal work, Dettelbach worked with clergy from a range of religious traditions to launch a
group called United Against Hate after the Conneaut incident. Dettelbach’s work in Northern
Ohio has earned him the endorsement of the Cleveland Plain Dealer, and his history of protecting
religious freedom has led to the support from the Anti-Defamation League.

ATF has been without a Senate-con�rmed director since 2015. While that is far from the only
factor, violence has been steadily ticking up in major cities since then, and we need a con�rmed
director at the helm to provide ATF the leadership it needs to keep our communities safe. If
con�rmed, Dettelbach would be only the second Senate-con�rmed Director in the Bureau’s history,
an important sign that the Senate is taking seriously the wave of violence we are facing.
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We understand the views of responsible, law-abiding Americans, and we believe Dettelbach's
experience and values re�ect their values well. As religious leaders, we know that the government
must act to protect the lives of innocent Americans who are falling victim to gun violence. While
we work to bring peace in our communities, we need the state and federal governments to play
their roles. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives �lls a key niche, working to
keep illegal guns o� our streets and out of the hands of those who shouldn’t have them. We believe
that Dettelbach is the right man to provide leadership to that agency, respecting the rights of
law-abiding citizens while strengthening law enforcement. Please vote to con�rm Steven
Dettelbach.

Sincerely,

Interim Pastor Charles Dennis Alger
First Congregational Church of Santa Barbara
Oceanside, CA

Susan Anolik
Temple Beth Shalom
Cherry Hill, NJ

Rev. Tyler Araki
New Hope Fellowship
Fort Worth, TX

Rev. Talitha Arnold
United Church of Santa Fe
Santa Fe, NM

Senior Pastor Paul M. Ashby
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
Grand Junction, CO

Dr. Michael W. Austin
Professor, Eastern Kentucky University
Richmond, KY
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Rt. Rev. Mark Beckwith
Bishop of Newark (ret.), The Episcopal Church
Ja�rey, NH

Rabbi Tiferet Berenbaum
Temple Beth Zion
Brookline, MA

Rabbi Barry H. Block
Congregation B’nai Israel
Little Rock, AK

Rabbi Stephen Booth-Nadav
Multifaith Leadership Forum of Metro Denver
Denver, CO

Rev. Adam C. Bowling
First United Presbyterian Church
Dale City, VA

Rev. Adam C. Bowling
First United Presbyterian Church
Dale City, VA

Rabbi Bradd Boxman
Parkland,  FL

Rev. Miles R. Brandon, II, Vicar
St. Julian of Norwich Episcopal Church
Round Rock, TX

Rev. Lecia Diaz Brannon
St. Mary's Episcopal Church
Cypress, TX
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Rabbi Deborah Bronstein
Congregation Har HaShem
Boulder, CO

Rev. James E. Brooking
West Covina United Methodist Church
West Covina, CA

Dr. S. Benjamin Brown, Sr.
Kingdom Life Church & Ministries
Denton, TX

Sharmaine Brown
Jared’s Heart of Success
Atlanta, GA

Rev. Dr. Tim Bruster
First United Methodist Church
Fort Worth, TX

Sister Judy Byron, OP
Director, Northwest Coalition for Responsible Investment
Seattle, WA

Rabbi Kenneth Carr
Easton, MA

Dr. Iva Carruthers
Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference
Chicago, IL

Rev. Neal Christie, Executive Minister of Connected Engagement
Baltimore Washington Conference, The United Methodist Church
Washington, DC
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Rev. Barbara Condon
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Boise, ID

Armel Crocker, CP
First Presbyterian Church
Dallas, TX

Pastor Gianluca Cueva
Evangelical Free Church in America
Gainesville, FL

Rev. John Daniels
First United Methodist Church
Missoula, MT

Rev. Dr. Diana Davies
First Unitarian Church
Oklahoma City, OK

Rev. Susan DeBree
The United Methodist Church
Helena, MT

Claire Deroche
Social Justice Coordinator, Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock
Manhasset, NY

Rev. Joseph A. DiDonato
United Church of Christ at The Villages
The Villages, FL

Rev. Amelia Richardson Dress
United Church of Christ
Longmont, CO
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Rev. Janet Eggleston
The United Methodist Church
Galena, IL

Rev. Dr. John Elford
The United Methodist Church
Austin, TX

Rev. Andrew Ellison
St. Catherine of Sienna Episcopal Church
Missouri City, TX

Rev. Jessica Felici
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Franklin, WV

Rev. Dr. Corey S. Fields, Senior Pastor
Calvary Baptist Church (ABC-USA)
Newark, DE

Rev. Kathy Manis Findley
Alliance of Baptists
Macon, GA

Bishop Douglas Fisher
Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts
Spring�eld, MA

Rev. Ben Fitzgerald-Fye
Scipioville Presbyterian Church
Auburn, NY

Rev. Derek Forbes
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Logan, UT
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Rabbi Laurie Franklin
Congregation Har Shalom
Missoula, MT

Rev. Karen Fry
Center for Spiritual Living Dallas
Dallas, TX

Rev. Michele Go�
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Henderson, TX

Sister Mary Ellen Gondeck
Congregation of St. Joseph
Kalamazoo, MI

Rev. Cheryl L. Green
Cathedral of Grace|St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church
Chicago, IL

Bishop Erik Gronberg
Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Dallas, TX

Rev. Jim Grunow (retired)
Evangelical Church in America
Boise, ID

Leah Gunning Francis, Ph.D.
Christian Theological Seminary
Indianapolis, IN

Rev. Bill Haley
Executive Director, Coracle
Shenandoah Valley, Virginia
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Rev. Niki Hampton
Fresh Start Worship Center, Inc.
Columbus, OH

Bryon Hansen
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Seattle, WA

Rev. Meredith Harber
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Soldotna, AK

Rev. Paul Harkness
Oakland, CA

Rev. Merianna Harrelson
Garden of Grace United Church of Christ
Columbia, SC

Professor Christopher B. Hays
Fuller Theological Seminary
Pasadena, CA

Rev. Dr. Katie Hays
Galileo Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Fort Worth, TX

Rev. Amanda Hendler-Voss
First Congregational United Church of Christ
Washington, DC

Rev. Donald B. Hill
Lawrence�eld Episcopal Parish Church
Wheeling, WV
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Rev. Jenelle Holmes
Ormewood Church, PC
Atlanta, GA

Rev. Matt Horan
Heritage United Methodist Church
Clearwater, FL

Rev. Dr. William E. Ingram
Towson, MD

Dr. Elizabeth Jackson
Faith In Florida
Vero Beach, FL

Rev. Andrew Jacob
Hanover Presbyterian Church
Wilmington, DE

Rabbi Daria Jacobs-Velde
Reconstructing Judaism
Silver Spring, MD

Rabbi Bruce Kadden
Temple Beth El
Tacoma, WA

Rev. Dr. Daniel C. Kanter
First Unitarian Church of Dallas
Dallas, TX

Dorian Karp
Jewish Women International
Washington, DC
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Sister Ann Kasparek
Sisters of Mary Reparatrix
Allen Park, MI

Rabbi Paul Kipnes
Union for Reform Judaism
Calabasas, CA

Rev. Dr. Amy LaCroix
First Christian Church, Olympia
Turnwater, WA

Rev. Cynthia Lapp
Hyattsville Mennonite Church
Hyattsville, MD

Rev. Kathy Lee-Cornell
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Dallas, TX

Dr. David Lincicum
University of Notre Dame
Notre Dame, IN

Dr. Alan Lobaugh
Rush Creek Christian Church
Arlington, TX

Rev. Dr. Jennifer Long
King�sher First United Methodist Church
King�sher, OK

Rev. Dr. Sylvia Lee Mann
Bethel Congregational Church
Ontario, CA
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Rabbi Marc Margolius
Institute for Jewish Spirituality
New York, NY

Rev. Christopher Marlin-War�eld
First Congregational United Church of Christ
DeWitt, IA

Rev. Eva Herschbach Martin
ACT
Carmichael, CA

Rev. Dr. George A. Mason
Faith Commons
Dallas, TX

Mr. Tom McCaney
Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia
Aston, PA

Rev. Mark Meeks
Capitol Heights Presbyterian Church
Denver, CO

Rev. Belle Mickelson
St. George's Episcopal Church
Cordova, AK

Rev. Dr. Ute Molitor
United Church of Christ
Camden, ME

Rev. Geo�rey C Moore, Ph.D., Senior Minister
St. Stephen United Methodist Church
Dallas, TX
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Rabbi Mara Nathan
Temple Beth-El
San Antonio, TX

Rev. Paula Napier
New Haven-Graham Charge of the United Methodist Church
New Haven, WV

Carole Nugent
Grand Rapids, MI

Rev. Jonathan C. Page
First Congregational Church of Houston
Houston, TX

Rabbi Andrew M. Paley
Temple Shalom
Dallas, TX

Rev. Kerri Parker
Wisconsin Council of Churches
Madison, WI

Rev. Melinda Quellhorst
United Church of Christ
Vermilion, OH

Bishop Jayson Quiñones
Ovideo, FL

Rev. Cassie Rapko
St. Paul UMC
Atlanta, GA
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Rev. Dr. Larita Rice-Barnes
Metro East Organizing Coalition
East St. Louis, Illinois

Rev. Sharon Risher
Charlotte, NC

Min. Joe Robinson III
Rancho Cordova, California

Biz Seaman, Co-Pastor
Bay Area Vineyard Church
Milton, FL

Rev. Jenny Shultz-Thomas
Denver, CO

Simran Jeet Singh
Author of Fauja Singh Keeps Going
Host of the Spirited podcast
New York, NY

Rev. Kelly M. Sisson
First and St. Stephen's United Church of Christ
Baltimore, MD

Rev. Daniel A. Smith
First Church in Cambridge
Cambridge, MA

Rev. Lynne Spencer-Smith
United Church of Christ
Great Falls, MT
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Rev. Dr. Jennifer Strickland
United Church of Christ
Upland, CA

Dexter Sullivan
Dexter Sullivan Ministries
Detroit, MI

Rev. Richard A. Tardi�
The Episcopal Church
Stevensville, MT

Rev. Jack Terrell-Wilkes
The United Methodist Church
Oklahoma City, OK

Rev. Steven L. Thomason
St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral
Seattle, WA

Rev. Susan Page Townsley
South Congregational Church
Kennebunkport, ME

Charles Tyler, III
Journey Church
Orange City, FL

Rabbi Victor Urecki
Congregation B'nai Jacob
Charleston, WV

Rev. Garrett Vickrey
Woodland Baptist Church
San Antonio, TX
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Rev. Alexander Vishio
United Church of Christ
Dallas, TX

Rev. Shelley Wickstrom, Bishop
Alaska Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Anchorage, AK

Sister Veronique Wiedower, President
Sisters of the Holy Cross
Notre Dame, IN

Rabbi Daniel A. Weiner
Seattle, WA

Rev. Charles S. Weiss
Christ Episcopal Church
Dover, DE

Rev. Dr. Corey Widmer
Third Church
Richmond, VA

Rev. Jason Carson Wilson
Bayard Rustin Liberation Initiative
Washington, DC

Rev. Dr. Nancy Woodworth-Hill
Lawrence�eld Episcopal Parish Church
Wheeling, WV

Rev. Lora Young
Salt Lake CIty, UT

Rabbi Brian Zimmerman
Fort Worth, TX


