
The Honorable Richard Durbin  
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary  
United States Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 
The Honorable Charles Grassley  
Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary  
United States Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 
 
          August 5, 2022 
 

Re: Nomination of Hon. Mia Perez to the United States District Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania 

Dear Senators Durbin and Grassley: 

We, the undersigned, served as prosecutors on behalf of the District Attorney’s Office of 
Philadelphia under various administrations from 1984 to the present.  We gladly offer our 
support for the nomination of Judge Mia Perez for a seat on the United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Each signee has experience with Judge Perez either as 
opposing counsel or as a presiding judge in criminal matters prosecuted in Philadelphia’s Court 
of Common Pleas.   Through our personal experiences with Judge Perez, we have witnessed her 
dedication to honing her craft as a jurist.  We have also witnessed her commitment to justice for 
all citizens and her longstanding public service make her an ideal candidate for this 
appointment.  

Judge Perez bears a strong personal history of serving the public and promoting access to 
justice.   Judge Perez began her legal career at the Defender Association of Philadelphia, where 
she dedicated her skill and passion as a zealous advocate for indigent defendants.  Judge Perez 
was a fair, pragmatic, and reasonable opponent, even with critical life outcomes at stake. She 
enjoyed that same reputation and positive rapport with her opponents when she transitioned to 
the private defense bar. 

Once elected to Philadelphia’s Court of Common Pleas, Judge Perez earned the respect of the 
members of the bar.  Judge Perez is no stranger to hard work, long hours, and full dockets.  It is 
not, however, the quantity of her work, alone, that merits recognition, but rather the quality and 
consistency of her commitment to the administration of justice and fairness that are particularly 
laudatory.   As a presider, Judge Perez exhibits an ideal judicial temperament: patience, open-
mindedness, courtesy, punctuality, firmness, compassion, and common sense.  Her temperament 
from the bench is complimented by her skill as a jurist, highlighted by her mastery of the Rules 
of Evidence and Procedure. 



Our judges must be committed to equal access to justice and that they should represent the 
diversity of our community, in terms of race, gender, and ethnicity, and as to professional 
experience and abilities.  On the strength of these traits alone, we enthusiastically support Judge 
Perez’s nomination as bringing a much-needed perspective to the bench.  Judge Perez 
demonstrates a personal standard of ethical conduct that is remarkable among both the general 
citizenry and her fellow judges.  Moreover, her decisions clearly manifest her respect for the rule 
of law, without influence by the identity, race, gender, political status, wealth, or relationship of 
any party or attorney before her.  We support Judge Perez’s nomination because of her consistent 
and dedicated commitment to the fair administration of justice.   Judge Perez’s impeccable ethics 
and integrity make her an ideal nominee to the federal bench. 

As former or current assistant district attorneys, our sworn duty is clear, but not often achieved 
without challenge: to seek justice.  We are charged with the enormous responsibility of 
investigating, litigating, and disposing of criminal charges with fairness, diligence, promptness, 
accuracy, and with the utmost respect and concern for the rights of the criminally accused, as 
well as our City’s victims of crime and witnesses thereto.   For each of us, having served the 
people of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is our proudest professional achievement.  We 
cradle with reverence the rule of law and the importance of a representative system of justice and 
impartiality in the criminal justice system.  With this reverence in mind, we have no doubt that 
Judge Perez will handle the work of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania more than ably and will approach every aspect of that work with the skill, fairness 
and respect worthy of the Court.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Marian Grace Braccia 
Director LL.M. in Trial Advocacy & Practice Professor of Law 
Temple University James E. Beasley School of Law 
 
Andrew Wellbrock 
Deputy Attorney General  
NJOAG - Office of Public Integrity and Accountability 
 
Justin L. Groen 
Founding Partner 
Groen Strokoff O'Neill, LLC 
 
James F. Berardinelli 
Chief, Appellate Division 
Office of the Public Defender, Montgomery County, PA 
 
Lindsay Kenney 
Investigative Officer, Office of the Associate Vice President for Equity and Title IX Officer 
The University of Pennsylvania 
 



Fortunato Perri, Jr. 
Partner 
McMonagle Perri McHugh Mischak and Davis 
 
Lorraine Donnelly 
Attorney 
Kline & Specter, PC 
 
Lori Edelman 
Assistant District Attorney 
Chester County District Attorney's Office 
 
Ursula Rouse 
CEO and Principal Real Estate Agent 
Ursula Rouse Home 
 
Brian J. McMonagle 
Partner 
McMonagle Perri McHugh Mischak and Davis 
 
Jimmy Yun 
Director and Associate General Counsel 
Meta fka Facebook 
 
Richard J. Fuschino 
Attorney 
Law Office of Richard J. Fuschino 
 
Derek Riker 
Deputy Inspector General  
Philadelphia Office of the Inspector General  
 
Nick Liermann 
Principal 
Liermann Legal Consulting 
 
William M. Davis 
Partner 
McMonagle Perri McHugh Mischak and Davis 
 
Meghan Sheehan Farally 
Partner 
Cipriani & Werner 



Lauren Rainey 
Acting Counsel to Attorney General  
New Jersey Attorney General’s Office 
 
Gwenn Cujdik 
Manager North America Cyber Incident Response Team 
AXA XL 
 
Tehaura Henning 
Associate Attorney 
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, LLP 
 
Raymond C Driscoll 
Attorney 
McMonagle Perri McHugh Mischak and Davis 
 
John "Jack" O'Neill 
Attorney 
Kline & Specter, PC 
 
Joseph McCool 
Associate 
Montgomery McCracken 
 
Kristen Davis 
Child Advocate Attorney 
Defender Association of Philadelphia 
 
Maureen Holland 
Attorney 
Cozen O'Connor (but signing on my own behalf) 
 
Erin Bagley Lai 
Senior Counsel 
PJM 
 
Melissa Andre Blount 
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
City of Philadelphia 
 
William Fritze 
Chief, Gun Violence Task Force 
Philadelphia District Attorney's Office 



Jeffrey Palmer 
Assistant Supervisor, Gun Violence Task Force 
Philadelphia District Attorney's Office 
 
Simon Haileab 
Attorney  
Wapner Newman Brecher & Miller 
 
James T. Stinsman 
Trial Attorney 
Levin & Zeiger, LLP 
 
Erika L. Wevodau 
Deputy Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General 
 
Matt Glazer 
Member 
Cozen O’Connor 
 
Brian Burke 
Assistant State’s Attorney  
Cook County State's Attorney's Office 
 
Andrew Notaristefano 
Attorney 
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Susan Zingone 
Associate 
White & Williams LLP 
 
Martin W. McLemore  
Associate Attorney 
Marc J. Bern & Partners LLP 
 
Adara L. Combs 
Victim Advocate for the City of Philadelphia 
Philadelphia Office of the Victim Advocate 
 
Jeremy Menkowitz 
SDGC 
In-House 



Colin Burke 
Attorney 
Kline & Specter, PC 
 
Jill Heather Fertel 
Partner 
Cipriani & Werner 
 
H. Nellie Fitzpatrick 
Attorney 
Fitzpatrick Firm 
 
Benjamin Baer 
Partner 
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Danielle Brown 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 
PA Office of Attorney General 
 
Tracy Tripp 
Assistant Public Defender 
Delaware County Public Defender 
 
William G. Burrows 
Associate Attorney 
SKA Law Group 
 
 


