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Ms. Zdeb. It is 10:31 and we can go on the record.

M. Pak, good norning. Thank you very nmuch for being
with us. 1'mgoing to go over a very short preanble and
then 1"'mgoing to turn it over to ny coll eague,

M. Charlet, to start asking sone questions.

This is a transcribed interview of BJay Pak. Chair
Durbin requested this interview as part of the Judiciary
Committee's investigation into efforts to involve the
Justice Departnment in former President Trunp's attenpts to
overturn the 2020 Presidential election.

Wul d the witness please state and spell his nane for
t he record?

The Wtness. Byung J. Pak, B-y-u-n-g. Jin, as in
J-i-n, ny mddle nane. Last nane is P-a-k.

Ms. Zdeb. Thank you. On behalf of the Chair, | thank
M. Pak for appearing here today. W appreciate your
w |l lingness to appear voluntarily.

My nane is Sara Zdeb. |I'mthe Majority chief
oversight counsel for the Judiciary Commttee, and | w |
now ask everyone el se on the Zoomto introduce thensel ves
for the record except for M. Pak's counsel, who we wl|l
get toin just a mnute. And we can start with the
Senat or .

Senator, you're on nute.

M. Blunmenthal. Sorry about that.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Good norni ng, everyone. Richard Blunenthal, U S.
Senat or, Connecti cut.

Ms. Zdeb. And going around the Zoom now and per haps
for ease, we could start with ny colleague on the Chair's
staff.

M. Charlet. H. Good norning. |'mJoe Charlet,
counsel for the Majority.

Ms. Zdeb. And ny col |l eagues on Senator Grassley's
staff.

M. Flynn-Brown. Good norning, sir. M nane is Josh
Fl ynn-Brown. |'m deputy chief investigative counsel for
Senator Grassley. W really appreciate your tine today.
So thank you for being here, and I'I|l turn it over to two
of my coll eagues who are al so online today. Thank you.

M. Brady. Good norning, M. Pak. M nane is Quinton
Brady, investigative counsel for Senator Charles G assley.
Thank you again for being here.

M. Parker. And | am Daniel Parker, also an
I nvestigator for Senator G assley.

Ms. Zdeb. Go ahead, Brad.

M. Weinsheiner. Brad Winsheiner, Departnent of

Ms. Loeb. Emly Loeb, Departnent of Justice.
Ms. Zdeb. Kira, you' re mnuted.

Ms. Antell. Kira Antell, also fromthe Departnent of

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Justi ce.

Ms. Zdeb. Geat. W nuted you so you can't object to
any of our questions.

| "' mjust kidding.

The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure do not apply to
the Commttee's investigative activities including
transcribed interviews. That said, we do follow sone
guidelines that I will go over now.

Qur questioning will proceed in rounds. The Majority
staff wll ask questions for one hour, then the Mnority
staff will have the opportunity to ask questions for an
equal anmount of tine. W wll go back and forth in this
manner until there are no nore questions.

We typically take a short break at the end of each
hour but if you need to take a break at any tine before
t hen, please just |et us know.

As | noted earlier, you are appearing voluntarily.

You have been authorized by the Departnent of Justice to
provi de, quote, unrestricted testinony irrespective of
potential privilege, unquote, on topics within the scope of
the Commttee's investigation. Accordingly, we anticipate
t hat our questions will receive conplete responses.

As you can see, we have a stenographer, Mary G ace, on
the line taking down everything we say in order to nmake a

witten record, and so we ask that you give verbal

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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responses to each question. Do you understand?

M. Pak. Yes.

Ms. Zdeb. We encourage w tnesses who appear before
the Committee to consult freely with counsel if they
choose. You are appearing here today with counsel.

Counsel, would you pl ease introduce yourselves for the
record?

M. Kang. Good norning. M nane is Edward Kang at
Al ston & Bird.

M. Martin-Patterson. Good norning. |'m Ryan
Martin-Patterson, also of Alston & Bird.

Ms. Zdeb. M. Pak, we want you to answer our
guestions in a conplete and truthful nmanner so if you don't
under stand one of our questions, please just |let us know.
You shoul d understand that although this interviewis not
under oath, by |law you are required to answer questions
from Congress truthfully. Do you understand that?

M. Pak. | do.

Ms. Zdeb. Specifically, w tnesses who know ngly
provide materially false statenents during the course of
t he Congressional investigation could be subject to
crimnal prosecution under 18 U.S.C. 1001, and this statute
applies to your statenents in this interview Do you
under st and that?

M. Pak. | do.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Ms. Zdeb. 1s there any reason why you are unable to
provide truthful answers to today's questions?

M. Pak. | know of no reason.

Ms. Zdeb. Finally, we ask that you not speak about
what we discussed in this interview wi th anyone outsi de of
those of us on this Zoomin order to preserve the integrity
of our investigation.

s there anything el se that ny coll eagues on Senat or
G assley's staff would like to add before we get started?

M. Flynn-Brown. | have nothing to add at this tine.
Thank you, Sara.

Ms. Zdeb. M. Pak, do you or your counsel have any
guestions before we get started?

M. Pak. | do not.

M. Kang. None.

Ms. Zdeb. Geat. |In that case, this is the end of ny
preanble. It is 10:37 and I'mgoing to turn it over to ny
col | eague, M. Charlet, to begin our first round of
questi oni ng.

BY MR CHARLET.

Q Al right. Thank you.

Good norning, M. Pak. I'mgoing to start with a few
questions about your background just for the record before
we begin. Could you tell us about your nost recent --

could you tell us what your nost recent role at the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Departnent of Justice was?

A Yes. | was the United States attorney for the
Northern District of Georgia from Cctober 10th to January
4t h, 2021.

Q Thank you. And prior to your confirmation as
U S Attorney for the Northern District of Georgia, can you

give us a brief overview of your professional experience?

A Prior to becomng United States attorney, | was
in private practice. | also, during ny private practice
years, | served in the Georgia general assenbly as a state

representative for six years starting from January 2011 to
January 2017. |It's a part-tine legislature here, so | also
practiced | aw during that tine.

Prior to that, previously | served in the Departnent
of Justice as an assistant United States attorney in the
Northern District of Georgia from 2002 to 2008. And prior
to that, | was also in private practice.

Q Al'l right. Thank you. And when you were the
U S Attorney for the Northern District of CGeorgia, what
di d your responsibilities include when it cane to
I nvesti gati ons concerning el ection fraud?

A As the chief federal |aw enforcenent officer in
the district, | obviously supervised all federal
I nvestigations that were under ny purview in accordance

Wi th the Justice manual in coordination with, as necessary,

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 the Election Crines Branch and working with all federal |aw

2 enforcenment agencies, but primarily the Federal Bureau of

3 Investigation, and al so coordi nating any type of
4 investigation with state and other | ocal authorities.
5 Q And prior to the 2020 election and the tine

6 period surrounding that, can you describe how and how often
7 you interacted directly with the deputy attorney general

8 and/or the attorney general while you were a U S. Attorney?
9 A It was -- it wasn't an everyday occurrence but,
10 vyes, we do interact with the attorney general and the

11 deputy attorney general. |In particular through the deputy
12 attorney general's office, nmy primary contact as a U. S

13 Attorney would have been the principal associate deputy

14 attorney general or better known as PADAG

15 The deputy attorney general is kind of viewed as the
16 chief operating officer of the Departnent so we were in

17 contact with the DAG s office nore frequently and, of

18 course, the attorney general's office.

19 In addition, through ny duties and work on the

20 subcomm ttees of the attorney general's advisory commttee,
21 | would often work with various conponent heads and al so

22  had sone interactions with the attorney general and the

23 deputy attorney general individually.

24 Q And you just described the deputy attorney

25 general as the chief operations officer. Do you nean that

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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10

your interactions wwth himwere nore admnistrative or did
they al so include the substance of investigations in your
regul ar interactions?

A It could be both. Because the United States
Attorney's Ofices, the admnistrative side, there is the
executive office for the U S. Attorneys, so that generally
gets handl ed through EQUSA. But it is possible and it
happened when you have substantive cases, particularly
things that are sensitive or sonething that would draw the
attention nationally, that we would coordinate with the
deputy attorney general's office.

And as a matter of practice, if there are sensitive
cases that are going on, investigations going on, the
gui del i nes show that we have to kind of file a sensitive
I nvestigative report internally through EOQUSA and the DAG s
office so that they are nade aware of what is going on
t hr oughout the country.

Q Ckay. Thank you. We will probably return to
sone of those subjects as we go through the rest of the
I ntervi ew.

So on Decenber 1st, 2020, Attorney Ceneral Barr
publicly announced that the Departnent of Justice had found
no evi dence of w despread election fraud in the 2020
election. He reaffirnmed this finding on Decenber 21st,

2020, two days before his resignation.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Prior to Decenber 1st, had your office | ooked into
all egations in Georgia of election fraud?

A There were conplaints and al |l egati ons that were
comng in. The way we usually handl e el ection fraud cases
Is that each district is required to designate a district
el ections officer and the FBI investigative conponent does
the sane. And so we established a hotline so if there is
a -- allegations of sone type of crimnal violation that
they would call and bring in the | eads.

Unli ke the state and | ocal prosecutors, the U S
Attorney's O fices do not have their own investigators, so
we rely on our federal |aw enforcenent agencies to at |east
track down the substance of the allegation and to do sone
prelimnary investigation to see if there is anything
there, whether or not the allegation is true.

In particular, during the election cycle, the district
el ection officer would give the front office of our office,
which is me and al so ny FAUSA and crimchief, regul ar
reports about sone of the investigations going on,
generally things that have progressed to a | evel where the
U S Attorney needs to be aware of it. As you can i nagine,
in every election there is usually sonme call cones in and
the deputy election officer is responsible for working with
the FBI to track down sone allegations, to see if there are

any substance, to see if there is enough evidence to

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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actually investigate or open a case. O course they are in
constant communi cation with the Departnment of Justice, the
El ection Crines division, when they do this.

For me, for that tine period that you referenced,

M. Charlet, on Decenber 4th, | believe, there was news
reports that canme out related to a state Senate hearing on
election irregularities. | don't recall exactly the nane
of the commttee that they had, but it nade the news
because at the tinme, M. Guliani, Rudy Guliani, canme down
to the state of Georgia, at the capitol, and showed a vi deo
t hat he described as a suitcase full of ballots being run.
And this hit the news. | did not know whether or not that
conpl aint was nmade directly to the Departnment or ny office,
but it was all over the news. He called it a snoking gun
of election fraud.

Fol |l om ng the norning of that news cycle when
M. Guliani cane down and testified -- he didn't testify
because the state Senate doesn't have power to put people
under oath. So any statenents are not subject to perjury.
| think people probably should know that.

And as -- by way of background, | have to tell you
that as a state legislator at the tinme, one of the
frustrating things about policynaking at the state | evel
was that we couldn't nmake sure what people are telling us

are exact in fact truth because we couldn't put them under

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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oat h.

But in any event, when he testified -- when he told
the state Senate commttee that this was a suitcase full of
ball ots that they pulled out fromunderneath a table and
that it ran through, that it was evidence of fraud, of
course that raised ny interest to see what he was tal king
about .

That norning, | believe in Decenber 4th, the norning
after, | did have a conversation with the attorney general
at the tinme, Attorney General Barr, related to anot her
matter that has nothing to do with the election fraud cases
that you're tal king about. But at the tinme, Attorney
General Barr asked nme if | had seen the news about this
allegation of this suitcase full of ballots and I said |
did hear about that. And then Attorney General Barr said
t hat, you know, he had an upcom ng neeting with the Wite
House and, given the fact that he had nade a statenent two
days before that there was no w despread fraud that he
t hought that this investigation -- or I'msorry, the
vi deot ape m ght conme up during the discussion. So he asked
me to make it a priority to find out sone nore details
about the allegation made by M. Guliani

| told him!| would do that. He asked ne to nake it a
top priority. So |l said |'d be certain to do that.

At this point, we didn't even have a copy of the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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vi deotape. W didn't even know what the videotape was
about. | just saw the news clip about it. So at the tine,
you know, | obviously contacted the people responsible for
I nvestigation in ny office and relayed to themin general
that we want to find out what's going on with this

vi deotape. And oh, the attorney general asked ne to keep
me kind of posted on any updates that | m ght get.

Per protocol, | definitely then called R ch Donoghue,
who was at the tine the principal associate deputy attorney
general. The U S. Attorney's kind of main contact with the
deputy attorney general's office. That's kind of protocol
because we coordinate and we would certainly want to | et
t hem know that the attorney general wanted us to kind of
track down the videotape and see what was going on there.
But | talked to Rich Donoghue and told hi mabout ny
conversation with Attorney Ceneral Barr and that we are
trying to get a copy of the videotape and find out what --
sone additional facts surrounding that.

So ny district election officer was the mai n person
who reached out to the FBI. | did have a conversation with
the special agent in charge here about the videotape to see
if in fact the FBI knew about the videotape. They had not.
It was the first tinme they had heard of it. And so they
were going to coordinate with the Secretary of State's

of fice, who were already investigating this videotape, to

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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find out what -- the facts behind that videotape.

And so operationally, the FBI kind of chooses when to
reach out and whatnot. | just nmerely told themto go ahead
and let's try to find out what's going on with the
vi deot ape, given the fact that the attorney general is
going to the Wiite House through -- this may conme up. And
| told himit was a top priority to do that.

At the sane tinme, | think that | had not had any
conversation with Main Justice other than R ch Donoghue and
the attorney general about the case and they were -- | know
that the FBI had reached out to the Secretary of State's
office to start the process. The protocol is, because this
s during the election tinme where there's an el ection
cycle, and in particular in Georgia at the tine, there was
a U S Senate runoff election scheduled for January 5th, |
bel i eve, Tuesday, January 5th, | was very sensitive to the
fact that we can't do anything overt that nmay be viewed one
way or the other by the voters, whether giving --

I nadvertently giving legitimcy to sone cl ai m of
irregularity of fraud or -- so we were very sensitive to
t hat .

And so the FBI was coordinating with the El ection
Crimes Branch about doing sone investigative steps, which
is the protocol. And the agents were -- it took a few

days, | think, to kind of get ready to find out kind of

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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what happened. | think that the plan was to try to

i nterview the individuals who were depicted in the video
and what we found out was the videotape was of a
surveillance canmera |ocated at the State Farm Arena here in
Ful ton County, Atlanta on the night of the ball ot

t abul ati on.

So it took a couple of days. Meanwhile, | saw the
news reports of the inplenentati on manager for the
Secretary of State's office related to the Dom nion voting
machi nes to di scuss kind of what the actual videotape
showed. Gabe Sterling was the person. He went on the news
and described kind of what the Secretary of State's
I nvestigation had shown in terns of videotape. At this
point, we still did not have a videotape. That the |uggage
or suitcase that was referenced by M. Guliani was in fact
a secure ballot box and that there was a m scomruni cation
as to why the poll watchers fromeach parties were
m st akenly sent honme. And they were -- it was around, |
believe, |late evening that night that the Fulton County
el ections director decided to kind of cone back tonorrow to
continue the tabulation, so they started packing up.

And seeing that the partisan poll watchers, the people
fromthe Denocratic Party and the Republican Party, thought
that they were done for the night and they left the State

Farm Arena, and then the conmmuni cati on was nmade by the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 Secretary of State's office calling down to the State Farm
2 Arena and saying what's going on there? And they said,

3 we're done for the night, and the Secretary of State's

4 office told themthat, no, no, no, you've got to continue
5 tabulating because there's a lot of work to be done.

6 So they were reopening or bringing back the secure

7 ballot box to open to be retabulated. As a matter of fact,
8 in the news segnent, they showed clips of the entire

9 evening, which you could see the workers actually packing
10 up the suitcase -- or they referred to it as a suitcase --
11 but the secure ballot box and putting it underneath the

12 table. And then -- so once the full picture was shown, it
13 was clear that it was the exact sane box that they pulled
14 out to start recounting at the tine.

15 So | forwarded that news article to ny district

16 election officer to make sure that they had the | atest

17 information. By then, | think that they were making pl ans
18 to try to interview the individuals. W also heard reports
19 that soneone had identified the people who were depicted in
20 the video and they were in fact getting sone death threats.
21 So there was another need to kind of talk to the

22 individuals there.

23 And at the sane tinme, | had reached out to the

24  Secretary of State's office to see if there was any

25 investigative files, like nmenos of interviews of these
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I ndi vidual s that we could start taking a look at. And they
had -- ultimately, the lead investigator had not witten a
report, actual witten nmenorandum of the interviews of the
peopl e worki ng that night as depicted on the video, but she
did send ne an audio recording of the interviews that they
conducted that day. And so | obviously listened to it and
| forwarded it to the FBI and also the district election

of ficer.

And | also listened to the tape in conjunction wth
wat ching the video and the explanation of it and it was al
consistent. So | was confortable in ny mnd at |east,

W thout -- just |ooking at what the Secretary of State's
done, that the story seens to be consistent. But the FB
wanted to nmake sure and also talk to sone of the people
there who are depicted and they were trying to arrange

t hat .

But | did get a call that the reason they were not yet
havi ng i ntervi ewed those individuals were that the Min
Justice had not authorized themat that point to reach out
to the poll workers and to interview them And then
asked why not. And | think the protocol was the FBI
coordinates with their headquarters, who coordinates with
t he Departnent of Justice Election Crines Branch to kind of
take every step in ternms of -- because of the sensitivity

surrounding elections. | said that's fine.
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So at that point, | called R ch Donoghue and told
him-- gave himan update on kind of the investigation in
terns of what | did, in terns of listening to the
i nterviews, |ooked at the news report and what the FBI had
told ne that they have -- the reason they have yet to kind
of interviewthem And that was ny extent of kind of
telling Rich that that's why -- the PIN has not authorized
themto | ook at or authorized themto interview

And ny under st andi ng, based on ny discussion with the
FBI, was that there was a disagreenent in terns of the
i nterpretation of the Novenber 6th nmeno i ssued by AG Barr.
But |'ve never talked to election crinmes or anybody in
Justice. | didtell R ch that that was the issue.

And so eventually, a few days later, | think that Rich
Donoghue called ne and told ne that they had resol ved the
I ssue and that the FBI would go ahead and do the interview
And then he sent nme an email confirmng kind of his
di scussion wth the deputy director, David Bowdich, rel ated
to getting the FBI to go ahead and interviewthe
I ndi vi dual s.

And | know that they've done that and they actually
did alittle bit nore in terns of |ooking after the
sensitivities of kind of doing interviews because at the
sanme tine that the FBI wanted to interview the w tnesses,

the Secretary of State's office was doing a fol |l ow up
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I nterview of those witnesses. So | think operationally

t hey decided to do themtogether and not separately. And
so the special agent in charge had infornmed ne and call ed
me that the interviews were consistent with what was in the
audit recordings and there was nothing irregul ar about the
events, and the allegations or statenents nade by

M. Guliani during the Senate hearing were contradicted by
the FBI and ny own investigation of the situation.

| called back to -- during the tine, | kept Attorney
General Barr kind of informed where we are. | think
tal ked to himmaybe twi ce very briefly. And then once it
was -- the FBI had concluded their assessnent interviews, |
called the attorney general along with -- | called Rich
Donoghue as well to tell himexactly what was going on.

And | told the attorney general that there was no substance
to the allegations. And he said, okay, thank you very nuch
for letting me know.

And that was the last tinme | comrunicated with either
the deputy attorney general or the attorney general related
to the State Farm vi deo.

And then the next thing | found out is that, you know,
the attorney general had issued -- that he was going to
resign.

Wth respect to the other type of investigations,

there was nothing that kind of -- the FBI had taken steps
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to kind of verify few at that point, enough. | nean, there
were allegations coming in. W were trying to nmake sure

that we have resources and attention to particul ar types of
conplaints that were comng in. |In particular, there were

| ots of threats being nade to vari ous people who were

I nvol ved - -
M. Weinsheimer. At this point, |I'mconcerned that
M. Pak may be going beyond the scope. | don't think it's

appropriate for himto talk about all of the

I nvestigations. The scope deals with the circunstances on
which he left his position and pressure fromthe Wite
House or Departnent |eadership. So | just want to be
careful that he doesn't go into other investigations that
aren't within that scope.

M. Charlet. 1'll take a quick nonment to note for the
record that Senator Ossoff has joined the interview

BY MR CHARLET.

Q So first thank you, M. Pak. That was a | ot of
detail. Just to clarify a couple of points really quickly.
First, you said that it took a few days to sort all of this
out. Do you recall about what day it was when you had
determ ned on your own separately that there was no
credibility to these allegations regarding the State Farm
Arena vi deo?

A Me individually, | think it took naybe two or
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three days fromny call with the attorney general when |
got the audited recording via enmail. And so that was the
day that | took tine to review the evidence that the
Secretary of State's office had collected at that tinme. |
have not seen any other evidence other than | ook at the
audi o recording and the video recording of it and | just
ki nd of concluded that it was consistent with what's been
reported to the public by the Secretary of State's office.

So unl ess there was sonething el se that was goi ng on,
| was confortable that the main allegation that
M. Guliani nade with respect to the secure ball ot box
being a suitcase full of fake ballots, that was not true.
That was debunked. | was satisfied of the explanation. So
It took about three days, | want to say, after -- two or
three days -- | can't renenber exactly when -- that
everything kind of canme to its natural kind of conclusion
based on the evidence that we see.

Q And then were the interviews where there was a

bit of a delay before they were actually conducted, was

that on the sane tineline or about when -- when were those
conpl et ed?
A. M. Pak. | think it was right around the sane

time they got conpleted. The two or three-day delay was, |
think, the FBI was gathering prelimnary evidence to review

to do the interviews. It's not |ike you just go ahead and
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go. You want to nmake sure you have the facts straight and
their previous statenments and things |like that.

And it was during this tinme also where | think that
they were -- | don't know this personally, but | heard a
coupl e days after, when | talked to the FBI of where the
status of the interviews were, it was kind of waiting for

t he authorization fromthe Election Crines division or

branch, |I'msorry, that they were working through those
I ssues. And so it was right around the sane tine so -- and
not -- so the delay until |ike when we got nost of the

evi dence kind of reviewed and done the interviews was right
around the sane tine. |In total, nmaybe three days, three to
four days from Decenber 4th call that | had with the
attorney general.

Q And then for the interviews thenselves, | was
just unclear so just to clarify, were they for the people
or with the people making the allegations or the pol
wor kers who are seen in the video?

A The authorization | think the FBI had received
was only for the individuals that are depicted in the video
who was at the State Farmlocation and so | think that ny

recollection is they interviewed five to seven peopl e,

which were -- | think there were five people who were pol
wor kers, and then there was two additional. One
actually -- there was a Secretary of State's office |aw

23
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enforcenent officer present on the night of the video and
so | can't renenber if it was he or she. | know they were
talking to himand also | think they tal ked to sonmeone with
respect to naking a call that they were going to cl ose down
for the night and then the reopening, the circunstances
surroundi ng |i ke reopening of ball ot boxes, continue
counting. That's ny recollection. They m ght have
I ntervi ewed nore people but | seemto recall that was the
aut hori zation given by the Election Crinmes Branch or the
Departnent itself and so that was narrow i n scope.

Q And then you also said there was an additi onal
sensitivity because people were receiving death threats.
Was that also the poll workers who appear in the video who

were receiving those threats?

A. That's correct.
Q Ckay.
A That's correct. And there were others as wel |,

but those in particular, the nanme of the individual who was
In the video was | eaked to the public by soneone and as a
result, we were getting -- we were very sensitive to that.
That's anot her reason to kind of touch base with them

Q kay. Geat. So I'mgoing to take one step
back before doubling back into sone of the substance since
we're trying to establish the tineline of what happened

when and where.

24
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So when Barr first made his declaration that there was
no evi dence of w despread election fraud on Decenber 1st,
at that tinme, your office, at |east insofar as the Northern
District of Georgia was concerned, is it correct that you
had not found any election fraud sufficient to change the
outcone of the election by Decenber 1st?

A That's correct. At that tine, there wasn't
anything like that. And | think that -- just to give you
context, M. Charlet, the PADAG at the tinme, which is Rich
Donoghue, would fromtine to tinme check in, right? And
that's kind of the job of the PADAG to check in with the
US Attorney's Ofices, nmake sure that there's not
anything that the front office should know about.

And so -- but the short answer to your question, yes,
there was absolutely nothing that -- of any investigation
t hat woul d cause a wi despread fraud or anything |ike that
going on in the district.

Q And then around the tine of Decenber 1st when
Attorney Ceneral Barr nade that declaration, you had no
ot her reason to doubt his conclusion that the Justice
Departnment had found no evidence of w despread el ection
fraud in the 2020 el ection?

A That's correct.

Q kay. Thank you. So | want to get back to

your expl anation of how exactly your office works through
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el ection fraud all egations or voter fraud allegations. You
had di scussed there being a district officer who was
concerned with these matters and al so that your office
coordinated with the FBI. So I'mjust going to try to
under stand how that functions a little bit nore.

So how exactly does that officer, the district
el ection officer, fit into the way the U S. Attorney's
Ofice is run? Do you directly oversee their work or is
there sort of a hierarchy that they sit wthin?

A There's a hierarchy. The district election
officer, the crimnal division chief, the first assistant
and then nyself, those are kind of the | eadership team
related to these things. Al of themare career except for
me. They were career officers. As a matter of fact, the
district election officer used to work in the civil rights
di vi sion of the Departnent and so he was a perfect fit, in
my m nd, and he's handl ed several cases.

So he would report regularly to the crimnal division
chief and also, if necessary, to the FAUSA, then to ne, but
it wasn't a regular kind of direct line. | did not ask him
for a report on every little thing that's going on on every
single basis. It would be once a week unless there was
sonet hing significant that we needed to -- that he decided
to elevate to the front office. So that's kind of the

supervi sory chain.
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Q Ckay. And then does that officer -- is he the
one -- he or she -- the one that coordinates with the | ocal
FBI field office for the prelimnary investigations that

you were di scussing?

A That's correct, yes.
Q And you nmade nention of this before, but I
guess |I'masking on a nore general |evel. How does the

I ntake process for voting or election related all egations
| ook? 1Is it always through a hotline that you set up or is
there a nore general way in which the intake process works?

A It's a hotline. W publicize the hotline and
the district election officer, the FBI's phone nunber. W
do a press release and | go on the radio and press to tell
themthat if they need to call, contact the FBI or the U S.
Attorney's Ofice. Qher kind of conplaints would cone
I nto various AUSAs or nyself and | would forward those to
the district election officer.

So, but there was a nmain way and then there's
obvi ously sone ot her ways people would send i nformati on and
then we funneled it to the district election officer to
work with the FBI to track down.

Q And then you al so said on or about Decenber
4t h, AG Barr hinself called you because he had concerns
about these allegations and wanted to understand nore what

was happeni ng.
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Qutside of the election fraud context and | guess
prior to the 2020 general election season, would you say
that officials from Main Justice often alerted your office
of allegations of crinmes of any kind that should be
I nvesti gat ed?

A It's not often. And the attorney general did
not call nme for this case. He actually called ne about
another matter and then this canme up. But it's not every
day when the attorney general will call but fromtine to
time there would be conversations with the front office of
Mai n Justice about various cases, but in ternms of the
actual allegations comng dowmn fromthe AGs office, no,
that's rare.

Q Ckay.

And in the election fraud context, you were confirned
in 2017 so you were the U S. Attorney for the Northern
District of Georgia during the state's 2018 gener al
el ection, correct?

A That's correct.

Q During that election, do you recall officials
from Main Justice alerting your office to allegations of
el ection fraud that should be investigated?

A No.

Q So | want to turn your attention to an exhi bit

that we have marked as Majority 1, and for the record, we
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1 can mark it as Exhibit 1.

i (Exhibit 1, email marked Majorityl, was
3 marked for identification.)

4 BY MR CHARLET.

5 Q It's an email from Ri chard Donoghue to you

6 forwarding you a discussion that M. Donoghue had with

7 David Bowdich. Do you have that docunent in front of you?

8 A | do.

9 Q Thanks. So he forwarded this exchange that he
10 had with FBI Deputy Director David Bowdi ch about interviews
11 that AG Barr wanted to conduct in Atlanta. But before we
12 talk about the allegations in nore detail, as you can see
13 in the underlying email that Donoghue sent Bowdi ch, AG Barr
14  had issued a policy change directly after the 2020 general

15 el ection on Novenber 9th, 2020.

16 Do you recall the nature of that policy change?
17 A | think -- | renmenber the neno. The neno, in
18 substance, | nean, in summary, basically said that the

19 general policy is that we defer investigation into election
20 fraud or tabulation until everything has been certified or

21 finalized. However, they are -- the policy currently

22 allows sone prelimnary inquiries, not on a w de open case

23  but prelimnary inquiries that you can nmake incl udi ng doing
24  sone interviews.

25 And the nenmo had said that -- | think he was
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reiterating that we had had authority under limted
circunstances to do prelimnary inquiries in cases where
there is -- | can't renenber exactly but | think cases
where there is a substantial, | think, allegation, | think
those were the terns, of sone type of fraud that could

| npact, potentially inpact the outcone of an election. And
that's the substance of what | renenber the neno sayi ng.

Q Ckay. And then could you describe howif in
any way this policy change manifested in your work as a
US Attorney? Wre you approached by Main Justice at any
point to take a nore forward-1|eani ng approach to el ection
fraud i nvestigations?

A Apart fromthe nmeno, no, they have not. You
know, we took a -- internally at the U S. Attorney's Ofice
that | was |eading, | took the approach of being
conservative, of not -- of deferring every case that we
can, particularly because, as | noted before, there was yet
anot her el ection com ng up.

By early Decenber, the general election had been
conpleted. It would not be an open polling place type of
I nvestigation that people are very sensitive to. But we
just wanted to make sure that we don't do anything that
woul d | eave the public with an inpression that we give sone
ki nd of substance to any type of allegation or otherw se.

And so we were very sensitive to that.

30
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| didn't read the neno as being a directive to be
forward-leaning in ternms of investigations. | took it as
bei ng sensitive but rem nding that you can do it under
certain circunstances when there is substantial allegations
of fraud that could have, potentially have an
out cone-determ nati ve i npact.

Q And in this email to Bowdi ch, M. Donoghue
alludes to a, quote, unquote, policy disagreenent between
Public Integrity and DQJ | eadership over the application of
this policy change. Did you ever becone aware of that
policy disagreenent at sone point?

A Yeah, ny conversation with the FBI about why
there was a delay in ternms of themdoing the interview, the
speci al agent in charge told ne that they were waiting for
aut hori zation fromthe headquarters to go ahead and do
that. Then |I asked him and said, you know, | think the
headquarters -- | think they refer to as PIN but | think
It's election crines division -- felt like there was not a
substantial all egation.

And so that's the conversation. That's when | was
aware that | think there was a di sagreenent because in ny
m nd, the Attorney General wanted us to kind of track down
the allegation. He had authorized it, to do the
interviews. So that's why | called R ch Donoghue because

that is a disagreenent between what the Attorney General
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and | had wanted versus what the election crines division's
reading the nmeno. And so that's how | becane aware of the
di sagreenent on the interpretation.

Q And just to make sure that | understand, your
under st andi ng of the policy disagreenent is that the
El ections Crinme Branch or PIN did not think the State Farm
al | egati ons were substantial and that is why they had
concerns about the investigative steps that were being
aut hori zed by the Attorney Ceneral ?

A | think that was one of. The other was whet her
or not it should be deferred, you know, done now versus
| at er .

But I would not talk to the election crinmes division
so | wouldn't know exactly what the nature of the
di sagreenent was. | think it was interpretation over the
meno, the application of the nenp, and so that's what |
communi cated to R ch Donoghue, that | believed that that
was the reason why the FBI had not done their interviews
yet .

Q And the interviews did happen within the course
of a few days despite this disagreenent, is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And was this the only tine that this seem ng
pol i cy disagreenent manifested itself in your work, at

| east when it cane to the 2020 el ection?
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A Yes.
Q kay. So in the policy, the underlying policy
itself, the final paragraph notes -- actually, let ne enter

that for the record. So this docunment is Majority 2, or

It's marked as Majority 2. W'Ill mark it as Exhibit 2.

(Exhibit 2, two-page policy statenent
marked Majority 2, was marked for
identification.)

BY MR CHARLET.

Q It's a two-page docunent and on the second
page, in the |ast paragraph, the first line states, "Wile
It is inperative that credible allegations be addressed in
atinely and effective manner, it is equally inperative
that the Departnent personnel exercise appropriate caution
and maintain the Departnent's absolute commtnent to
fairness, neutrality and nonparti sanship.”

So as | read it, that policy seens to indicate that
DQJ should investigate credible allegations in a tinely
manner. WAs that your understandi ng?

A That's correct.

Q And in regards to the State Farm Arena vi deo,
woul d you agree that the investigation did happen in a
timely manner?

A | believe so.

Q And on a higher |evel, were you ever asked to

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 Jlook into allegations that you didn't find credible?

2 A No.

3 Q So let's go back to the actual allegations in
4 this email. So the interviews that AG Barr wanted to

5 conduct in Atlanta were related to allegations that we

6 discussed previously, that poll workers at State Farm Arena
7 were stuffing ballots into suitcases.

8 \Wre you aware -- or sorry.

9 When were you aware that the Georgia Secretary of

10 State's office had investigated the allegations and

11 concl uded t hey were unfounded?

12 A | saw at | east the inplenentati on manager, Gabe
13 Sterling, was on TV giving an interview of explaining away
14 the video, and so that was the first tinme that he

15 represented they |ooked into it, they'd done sone

16 investigation. | didn't know what they exactly did but

17 that's when | becane aware that at |east the Secretary of
18 State's office had |ook into the video.

19 Q And based on your previous testinony, this

200 email is on Decenber 7th so you would have been several

21 days into your own investigation into this issue, is that
22 correct?

23 A. Yes.

24 Q Do you know exactly why M. Donoghue forwarded

25 this exchange to you?
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A | think it was just to | et ne know that he had
rai sed the issue with the FBI or talked -- discussed it
w th the FBI.

Q And as you said, your office did not concl ude

that these allegations were credible, is that correct?

A Utimately, yes.

Q And do you recall about when you -- or sorry.

Did you relay these concl usions back to either
M. Donoghue or M. Rosen or AG Barr, and could you just
hel p us understand exactly when that took place?

A It was a couple of days after or the night of
when the FBI conpleted their interviews. | just had a
short call with the Attorney General, wanted to let him
know t hat we've done all these things, we tracked down the
W t nesses, the FBI talked to them it was consistent with
what we knew before with respect to the audio.

| told himthat | personally |ooked at the video and
| istened to the interview audio and found the w tnesses'
statenents to be consistent wwth what's been reported and
that | don't see anything that would give an indication
that the suitcase, the alleged suitcase or box was anything
i rregul ar other than there was sonme m sunderstanding as to
why the poll workers left the State Farm Arena -- or not
pol | workers -- the poll watchers left the State Farm

Arena. There was nothing nefarious to open any kind of
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case.

Q Ckay. Thank you.

So our tine is running short in this round so |'m
going to turn back to ny coll eague, Ms. Zdeb, to finish out
this round of questioning for the Majority.

Ms. Zdeb. Thank you, Joe.

BY Ms. ZDEB

Q M. Pak, | wanted to follow up on a coupl e of
ot her aspects of the lengthy and quite hel pful and detail ed
expl anation that you provided us about the State Farm
situation.

| think you indicated that it was on Decenber 4th that
Attorney Ceneral Barr had this discussion with you about
sonet hing el se, but that during the course of that
di scussion, he raised these allegations which had just been
made in the public domain; is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And | think you said he raised it by way of
saying that he was preparing to have sone sort of
conversation with the President and he was hoping you coul d
| ook into the allegations in preparation for that
conversati on.

Did I hear that correctly?

A No. He called ne and the conversation cane up

like this. He asked ne if |I've seen the videotape that's
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been in the news about the all eged suitcase. The reason
know it's Decenber 4th is because there was the Senate
hearing -- it was the Senate commttee hearing on kind of
the election integrity or whatever they were having
happeni ng at the state capitol occurred the day before.
And so that's how | know it was the following day. It hit
the news and | saw the news and that's why. And then it
was that norning when AG Barr and | had a conversati on.
What he nentioned was a couple of days ago, to
M. Charlet's question, a couple of days ago he had
announced that at that tinme the Departnment had no evidence
of wi despread fraud. And what he said was the all egation
Guliani is making is pretty serious and | want to make
sure that -- you know, | have to go to the Wite House
for -- to discuss other matters, but this m ght cone up.
So could you get to the bottomof this and nmake it a

priority for us, for ne. And that's the gist of exactly

what he sai d.

Q Did he indicate when he was going to the Wite
House?

A No.

Q Did he ever follow up with you after that

neeting to give you a readout or indicate one way or the
ot her whether the Guliani State Farm all egati ons canme up

during the course of that \Wite House neeting?
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A He di d not.

Q Did he or anyone else, either within or outside
the Departnent, ever ask you to speak with M. Guliani in
connection with these all egations?

A He did not.

Q Were you ever asked to speak with M. G uliani
I n connection with any other allegations?

A No.

Q And | think you sonmewhat addressed this in your
expl anation earlier, but just to nmake sure |'m
under st andi ng t he thought process on your part and on the
Departnent's part nore generally, you' ve discussed how t he
Secretary of State's office was already, to your know edge,
| ooking into these allegations and | think you actually
described at a certain point that the FBlI ended up
coordinating wwth sone of their investigators on your
I nterviews.

|"mcurious if you ever considered sinply not
Interjecting the Departnent and the FBlI at that point and
deferring to the Secretary of State's judgnent and, if not,
why not ?

A well, first of all, | don't know what
I nvestigations they did. | just know that they did
sonmething. And so at the same tine, | don't really give

directions to the FBI on operational matters. | just ask
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themto -- that the AGwanted to get to the bottomof it,
try to conduct those interviews.

It was the FBI's decision to do it together. And so |
don't have a full picture of what exactly investigations
the Secretary of State's office did. And we're federal |aw
enforcenent and we trust the federal agencies to do it
right. So | just left it to the FBI to kind of figure out
how best that they're going to do the investigation.

Q Thank you. | think we actually have a little
bit of tinme left on our initial round, but | also think
that this is probably a good tinme for a quick break. So
unl ess Joe has other questions at this point, | think we
can probably conclude our first round a couple of m nutes
early, take a quick break and then cone back and turn it
over to Senator Grassley's staff.

Wul d that work for you, M. Pak?

A That' d be great.

Ms. Zdeb. Josh, does that work for you?

M. Flynn-Brown. Yes, that's fine. Thank you.

Ms. Zdeb. So it's 11:24. How about we cone back at

11: 30.

M. Flynn-Brown. That's fine with ne.

Ms. Zdeb. We can go off the record and we'll cone
back shortly.

(Recess.)
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Ms. Zdeb. It is 11:31 and we can go back on the
record. And before | turn it over to Senator Gassley's
staff, | wanted to note for the record that we have been
joined by one additional attorney for the Departnment, if
she coul d introduce herself for the record, please.

Ms. Calce. Good norning, everyone. M nane is
Christina Calce. |I'mwth the Ofice of Legislative
Affairs. |'mtaking over for ny colleague, Kira Antell.

Ms. Zdeb. Josh, over to you

M. Flynn-Brown. Thank you, Sara. | appreciate it.

BY MR FLYNN- BROM:

Q M. Pak, thank you again for your tine today.

First thing's first, can you hear nme okay?
Yes, | can.

Q G eat. Thank you agai n.

|'"d like to go back to ny coll eagues on the other side
of the aisle, his questioning in the beginning and ask a
few foll owup questions. So you had nmentioned, | believe,
In an answer to him and please correct ne if | get this
wrong, that you nmentioned sensitive investigative reports
that were sent to the DAG s office, the deputy attorney
general's office, with respect to sensitive investigations.

Did I hear you correct?

A It's not just for investigations, but it's

anything related to sonething that the deputy attorney
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general's office should be made aware of.

Q Ckay.

A It could be a snall thing as one of the AUSA s
| apt op got stolen out of a car, you know, because there's
sensitive info. So it's a reporting systemthat was
devel oped for reporting various things that the front
of fice shoul d know about .

Q Understood. GCkay. So all U S. Attorney's
O fices have this reporting structure over to Main Justice,

specifically --

A That's correct.
Q -- the deputy attorney general
A That's correct. And other things. W

obviously talk to the associ ate deputy attorney general s
and the PADAG all the tine as necessary. So it's not the
only structure or nethod to kind of report things up, but
It's the main one that people rely on.

Q kay. Thank you for that. So bound up in that
reporting structure, then, would be reports relating to
el ection fraud and el ection crine allegations during the
2020 el ection, is that correct?

A If it was sonet hing of substance, yes.

Q Ckay. So can you say how many el ection-rel at ed
reports regardi ng 2020 were sent up that reporting chain?

M. Weinsheinmer. | would object to that question.
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It's beyond the scope of the authorization.

M. Flynn-Brown. | think it's precisely in scope and
a very critical question for himto answer.

M. Weinsheinmer. The scope of the authorization deals
with the circunstances on which he | eft and about pressure
that was placed on himfromthe Wite House or the
Departnent | eadership offices to investigate specific
I nstances of alleged voter fraud. This question goes
beyond t hat scope.

BY MR FLYNN- BROMN:

Q M. Pak, | assune that --

M. Flynn-Brown. Maybe | should ask your counsel, but
your counsel defers to the Departnent's position, is that
correct?

M. Kang. Yes, we do.

M. Flynn-Brown. Thank you, sir.

BY MR FLYNN- BROMN:

Q So with respect to this reporting structure and
other U S. Attorney's Ofices nationw de, would you then
see what their reports were or could you only see your
reports going to this -- to the DAG s office?

A | do not have any way to view what other
offices file.

Q kay. So you nentioned that, with respect to

t he Decenber 4th call with Attorney CGeneral Barr, then
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Attorney Ceneral Barr, relating to the -- the allegations
relating to the State Farm Arena vi deo, you had nentioned |
believe -- and again, please correct ne if |I'mwong

here -- there were two or three days fromthe call with
Attorney Ceneral Barr before you got an audi o recording,
but it wasn't clear to ne, unless | mssed it, what that
audi o recording was for.

A So | reached out to the Secretary of State's
office to see if there was any nenorandum of interviews
that they've done interview ng the various people who were
depicted in the video. M understanding is they did not
have any nenorandum of i nterviews.

I nstead, while they interviewed the individuals that
night, they recorded all the interviews, the statenents and
expl anati on nmade by the people that are depicted in the
video. That audio recording file was provided to ne by the
| ead investigator of the Secretary of State's office. And
that's the audio that | revi ewed.

Q Okay. So these are the audio recordings of the
interviews that the Georgia Secretary of State's office
per f or med?

A Correct.

Q Do you know when those interviews took place
t hat were audi o recorded?

A | don't know exactly, but | believe it was the
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next day when they reconvened to continue the processing of
t he ball ots.

Q Okay. Wth respect to the interviews that were
eventual |y done by the FBI relating to these sane
al l egations, | believe you said -- and again, correct ne if
|'"'mwong here. | don't want to m scharacterize this -- |

t hi nk you said maybe three to four days fromthe Decenber 4

call, the FBI interviewed the sane folks in the audio
recor di ng.
|s that accurate or was it -- Is that three to four

days incorrect?

A | think that's correct.

Q And so that puts us roughly at Decenber 8th
approxi mately when the interviews took place. And at what
point did the attorney general becone aware that the FBI
had i nterviewed these fol ks and that the allegations were
not credi bl e?

A | do not know that other than |I spoke to the
attorney general when the interviews were conpleted and
told themthat there was nothing inconsistent about the
facts as we knew it at that tinme, based on the interviews.

Q And M. Pak, did you ever speak to President
Trunp about the 2020 el ection?

A No.

Q When did you first hear about voter fraud and
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election crine related allegations relating to the 2020
el ection?

A | saw it on the news, | believe, after the
general election. | think there were various fol ks maki ng
al l egations that there were fraud and al so that the
el ecti on was stolen.

Q Do you know when you started to hear about
those allegations tinme-w se? Date-w se?

A | heard it on the news. |I'msorry?

Q Dat e-w se, do you have an approxi mate date when

you started hearing about these types of allegations?

A It was wthin a few days after the actual
election. | want to say starting the follow ng day, |
think there were sone di scussions about -- in the news.
And this is not -- | want to nmake clear that this is not

fromthe official channels | heard this from This is from
t he news, because that was what was covered in the news. |
mean, everybody was -- | think every news outl et was
focused on the election, and | think that various el ected
| eaders were nmaki ng all egati ons about how the el ection was
fraudulent. So that's how | heard.

Q Can you give us a description of the
exanpl es -- sone description of the exanples of the types
of voter fraud and election crine allegations that you

received relating to the 2020 el ecti on?
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M. Weinsheiner. | would object to that question as
beyond the scope of the authorization.

M. Flynn-Brown. | think in the Donoghue interview l
had five objections. In the Rosen interview, | had one. |
have two now. So let's see how many | can rack up today.

M. Weinsheiner. Then | recomend you stay within the
scope and | won't object.

M. Flynn-Brown. Yeah. Well | -- look, | disagree

for the record.

M. Weinsheinmer. | understand.

M. Flynn-Brown. | think he needs to answer these
questi ons.

M. Weinsheinmer. | understand.

BY MR FLYNN- BROMN.

Q And again, M. Pak, your counsel defers to the
Justice Departnent's position here?

M. Kang. Yes, we do.

BY MR FLYNN- BROM.

Q M. Pak, do you believe it's part of the
President's job to ensure the departnents and agenci es and
personnel under his control properly performtheir duties
and responsibilities on behalf of the Anerican people?

A Yes.

Q M. Pak, you nentioned earlier the Public

Integrity Section, PIN, and the Elections Crinmes Branch is
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within PIN.
Do you recall who was in charge of the Election Crines

Branch during the 2020 el ecti on?

A | think it was Corey Anundson at the tine.

Q Does the nane Richard Pilger ring a bell at
all?

A It does not, other than what's been reported in
t he news.

Q What's been reported?

A | think that he resigned and | think there was
sonme coverage about that. | have not had any personal

dealings, nor do | know M. Pilger.

Q Can you describe to ne again in a bit nore
detail your office's relationship with the Public Integrity
unit?

A The Justice manual, which is the policy that
all US Attorney's Ofices and conponents abide by, it's
the policy of the Departnment, requires that in nost
I nstances when it related to election crinmes and
I nvestigation, even initiating it, that consultation with
the branch is necessary.

In a practical term we coordinate, certainly, because
particularly el ections have national consequences and
| nplications, and so the Election Crinmes Branch al so has

resources and subject nmatter experts so it nmakes practical
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sense that the U S. Attorney's Ofices coordinate with
that. So that's kind of the relationship that the U S.
Attorney's Ofices have.

Q And who was your main point of contact for that
unit, the Election Crines Branch?

A | do not have -- | personally do not call them
directly. The district election officer, | don't know
exactly how they're divided up responsibility-w se, but |
believe that the Election Crines Branch has certain
I ndi vidual s assigned to certain districts and so there is a
coordi nati on and communi cation with them And they al so
put forth sone refreshers and trainings for the district
el ection officers to make sure to discuss and consult wth
t hem about particul ar issues that nmay cone up.

Q Now, can the U S. Attorney's Ofice proceed
with investigative activity without getting approval from

the Public Integrity Section?

A The Justice manual requires consultation wth
themso | think by -- since the manual requires
consultation, practically speaking, |I don't think that ever

happens. U S. Attorney by himor herself would initiate an
I nvestigation. If they did, it would be contrary to kind
of what the policy was designed to do.

Q So it's a matter of consultation, so you're

supposed to apprise themof sone of your activity but they
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don't have the ability to stop you or tell you no. If you
need to proceed, you wll proceed, is that accurate?
A Utimately | think that's correct, but the

deputy attorney general certainly, who oversees both of
t hose conponents, would have the ultimate authority, along
with the Attorney General.

Q So then Attorney General Barr, you know, the
Novenber nmeno that ny col |l eague was referring to -- "I
par aphrase this because | don't think this is exact, but
general ly speaking it says | authorize you to pursue
substantial allegations of voting and vote tabul ation
irregularities prior to the certification of elections in
your jurisdiction in certain cases.

This forward-| eaning posture, was it different before
this nmeno was issued?

A | think it was pretty simlar. Like |l said, ny
view of the neno was that it was enphasizing kind of the
authority that we have, and that if there is substanti al
all egations, the Attorney General wanted us to take a | ook
at it.

Q So is it accurate to say that prior to this
Novenber 9th Barr nmeno, DQJ and FBI generally woul d not
take investigative steps until the election has been
certified?

A. | think that that's too broad of a

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

50

characterization but generally, a run-of-the-mll
al l egations of fraud, | think the policy would be that you
defer the investigation of it until all the election
process has been concl uded.

Q kay. So then with respect to the Barr neno,
you know, what was the effect of it? Ddit shift any
policy or did it sinply nore finely tune and focus the

exi sting policy?

A | viewed it as it finely tuned the existing
pol i cy.

Q | see

A | didn't think it was a huge shift in the

current policy.

Q Did you agree that that policy needed to be
fine-tuned and nore focused?

A Yeah, | believe so. | do think that -- | think
the general default rule is that you don't do any
I nvestigation but there are circunstances where it may
justify doing sone prelimnary inquiries and | think the
Attorney Ceneral's nenp reenphasize and clarify that you
can in fact do that.

Q So, sir, what do you think the -- let nme say it
this way then. What are the risks attendant to not taking
i nvestigative steps prior to certification?

A It depends on what the allegation is. | think
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you ultimately, for exanple, if there is spoliation of

evi dence or destruction of evidence or threat of physical
harmto particular people, | think you would consi der doing
sonet hi ng before the actual certification or conpletion of
the el ection process. And it would be fact-intensive.

So | oss of evidence and al so physical harm | think
woul d be two exanples | could think of that may justify
doi ng sonething prior to the final certification.

Q So you got into this a little bit in the first
hour regarding the vetting process, or | should say the
I nt ake process with respect to sone of the voting fraud,
el ection-related allegations. You nentioned the DEQ
right? The DEO. And the DEOis an official within the
US. Attorney's Ofice?

A It is an assistant U S. Attorney that the
United States Attorney designates as the point person for

el ection-rel ated i1 ssues.

Q Ckay. So for the 2020 el ection, then, who was
your DEO?
A Assistant -- actually, he was senior litigation

counsel, Brent G ay.

Q So he was basically the intake officer for
all egations that canme specifically to your office?

A That's correct.

Q So he would take themin. Did he have a team
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of people to help himvet or was he a one-nan crew?

A He had resources asking the other AUSAs to help
track that down, but primarily he would be the | egal
advi sor, so to speak, with the FBI's group that's

responsi ble for investigating allegations.

Q And what is the nane of that FBI group?

A | think the FBI, | think it was Public
Integrity. | think they called it Public Integrity.

Q kay. So this gentleman would then interface

with the FBI, but he also had other individuals wthin your
of fice that would assist himas he needed?

A Correct.

Q And then fromthere, after they vet these
al l egations, after the DEO and the FBI vet the allegations,
I f they're substantial enough, then where do the
al | egati ons go?

A If there is enough evidence to justify opening
a case, that would be elevated to the front office, crim
chief, if necessary to even the United States Attorney,
|i ke nyself. In consultation with the Election Crines
Branch, we woul d open up the case.

Q And when you say crimchief, who is the crim
chief? |Is that a crimchief for you or is that a crim
chi ef back in Washington, D.C. ?

A Crimchief in ny office.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

53

Q And who was that?
M. Weinsheinmer. | would object to identifying who
the individuals are. | didn't object to the DEO because

that's sonmething that was public. But to the extent that
this is nonpublic information, | would object to it.
BY MR FLYNN- BROVN.

Q Ckay. So you have the crimchief, and whoever
that is then |Iooks at all the material before himor her,
and then if it's substantial enough or credible enough,
however you want to describe it, it then is noved up to
you, sir, at that point?

A No. The section chief or the crimchief have
authority to open up the matter.

Q Ckay.

A If it's a matter that's substantial or big or
that's sensitive that the U S. Attorney shoul d be nmade
aware, then that would be elevated to ne in regular
reporting.

Q And how many itens were elevated to you as part
of regular reporting for 20207

M. Weinsheiner. | would object as beyond the scope
of the authorization.

M. Flynn-Brown. | think Congress would |like to know
t he answer.

M. Weinsheinmer. |It's beyond the scope of the
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aut hori zati on.
M. Flynn-Brown. For the record, | disagree.
BY MR FLYNN- BROMN.

Q And, M. Pak, your counsel defers to the
Justice Departnent's position on this nmatter?

M. Kang. Yes, we do.

M. Flynn-Brown. Thank you, sir.

BY MR FLYNN- BROMN.

Q Sir, what was your relationship like with the
| ocal field offices in Georgia, the FBI field offices to be
nore precise?

A W had a very cl ose and good wor ki ng

rel ati onshi p.

Q So no issues with thenf
A No.
Q OCkay. Let's turn to, | believe it's Mnority

1, and it's Bates stanped 751 to 754. And sir, let ne know
when you're there. And if you need to reviewthis, let ne

know i f you need sone tine.

A Ckay.
Q Ckay, sir. The email thread begins on Bates
753, | believe, and this is an email from Corey Amundson,

the chief of the Public Integrity Section, and he says in
part, "As explained below, PIN,” the Public Integrity

Section, “does not concur in any overt investigative
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activity including the proposed interviews."

And this is about the State Farm Arena al |l egati ons
according to the enmail and you had addressed these earlier
i n your testinony.

Wth respect to the 2020 el ection, how many tines did
the Public Integrity Section provide a nonconcurrence to
potential investigative activity prior to election
certification?

A This is the only one | know of.

Q Sane question, | can repeat it in full, but
wWith respect to after election certification.

A | was not made aware of any others.

Q And agai n, who would be the individual that
woul d have apprised you of any nonconcurrences or
concurrences fromthe Public Integrity Section?

A | think that would generally come through the

district election officer.

Q And who was that agai n?
A Brent G ay.
Q Let's turn to Bates stanp 751. And |'m going

to read the first paragraph and this is from Richard
Donoghue, Acting Attorney Ceneral Rosen's deputy at that

time, and David Bowdi ch, then deputy director of the FBI.

It says, "Unfortunately, this is a continuation of a policy

di sagreenent between the El ection Crines Branch (ECB) of

55
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PIN and the AG Wile | understand ECB' s concerns and the
reasons for their historic practice, the AG sinply does not
agree with what he terned their 'passive and del ayed

enf orcenent approach' and has clearly directed that
departnment conponents shoul d undertake prelimnary

I nquiries and investigations of election-related

al legations in certain circunstances even if

el ection-related litigation is still ongoing. Wile this
may be different fromECB s traditional approach, which was
essentially to allow election fraud to take its course and
hope to deter such m sconduct in future el ections through
I nterveni ng prosecutions, the AG gets to nake that call.
PI N recogni zes that much when they say bel ow that he 'has
ulti mate deci sion-nmaking authority on this issue.' As |
rel ayed | ast night, the AGtold ne last night that the FB
shoul d conduct some interviews relating to the State Farm
Arena al |l egations so that we are not relying entirely on

t he work/ assessnents of nonfederal |aw enforcenent
authorities. It may well be that the Georgia Secretary of
State is correct in concluding that nothing nefarious
happened there but the fact is that mllions of Anericans
have conme to believe, rightly or wongly, that sonething
untoward took place and it is incunbent on the Departnent
to tinely conduct a limted investigation to assure the

Aneri can people that we have | ooked at these clains. |If we
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cone to the sane conclusion as the Georgia Secretary of
State, then that should give the public increased
confidence in the election results in Georgia. |If we cone
to a different conclusion, then we'll deal with that.

Either way, the AG nade it clear that he wants to be sure
that we are actually doing our job and not just standing on
the sidelines." End of first paragraph.

And then this email in full, | believe, was forwarded
by M. Donoghue to you. So when the AG -- so when Donoghue
said, "The AG sinply does not agree with what he terned
their" -- as in PIN and ECB[] -- "passive and del ayed
enf orcenent approach,” do you agree with Attorney General
Barr's assessnent that the Public Integrity unit and the
El ection Crinmes Branch had a passive and del ayed

enf orcenent approach?

A | think so, yeah. | would agree.
Q And why woul d you agree?
A | don't think that -- | think they take a very

conservative approach about the appearance the Departnent
and the role the Departnent's investigation may have on the
| npact of actual voting, perception of it. So | think they
take a conservative approach and try to defer as nmany
el ection investigations until after it's done.

Q Donoghue al so said in part, "The AGtold ne

| ast night that the FBI shoul d conduct sone interviews
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relating to the State Farm Arena all egations so that we are
not relying entirely on the work/assessnents of nonfederal
| aw enforcenent authorities.”

Did you agree with Attorney General Barr that the FB
shoul d conduct those interviews?

A Yes.

Q Going on, the email also says in part, "It may
well be that the Georgia Secretary of State is correct in
concl udi ng that nothing nefarious happened there, but the
fact is that mllions of Americans have cone to believe,
rightly or wongly, that something untoward took place and
It is incunbent on the Departnent to tinely conduct a
limted investigation to assure the American people that we
have | ooked at these clains."

Do you agree with this statenent?

A What part of the statenment?

Q That it is incunbent on the Departnent to
timely conduct a limted investigation to assure the

Aneri can people that we have | ooked at these cl ai ns.

A Yes.

Q And the investigation was conpl eted, correct?
A The imted investigation, yes.

Q And again, for the record, how did these State

Farm al | egati ons resol ve?

A To the extent ny invol venent was, we nade a
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conclusion that the allegations made by M. Guliani that
these were -- a box that was pulled fromunder the table
was a suitcase full of ballots that was fraudul ent, we

debunked that. That was not correct at all.

Q And was that the full scope of this review?

A. That | was involved in, yes.

Q Can you clarify, when you say that you were
“Involved in,” it seens to inply there's a secondary part
to this.

A As far as | know, the FBI did not do any

addi tional investigation beyond what |'ve described to you
reporting. They m ght have done sone, but | have not -- |
don't recall if there were.

Q | understand. So M. Donoghue al so stated,
"Unfortunately, this is a continuation of a policy
di sagreenent between the El ection Crines Branch of the
Public Integrity unit and the attorney general."

So when he said the word "continuation," it seens to
i mply repeated conduct. Wuld you agree with
M . Donoghue's assessnent in that regard?

A | don't have enough know edge to agree or
di sagree on that. That could be based on maybe his
dealings with investigations in other districts. But wth
respect to, you know, the one in ny district, this was the

only instance that | recall where we had -- where they took
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a different interpretation of the neno.

Q So when then Attorney General Barr issued his
Novenber nmenp with respect to what could be investigated
prior to certification, are you aware of any Justice
Depart ment personnel or units underm ning the
operationalization of that neno?

A | don't have any personal know edge of that.

Q Aside fromthe State Farm Arena al |l egati ons,
sir, did your office open any election related cases before
t he 2020 el ection was certified?

M. Weinsheinmer. | would object to that question.
It's overly broad and, on that basis, outside the scope of
aut hori zati on.

BY MR FLYNN- BROMN:

Q Did your office open any voter fraud or
election crine related allegations with respect to the 2020
el ection before the election was certified?

M. Weinsheiner. Sane objection.

BY MR FLYNN- BROMN:

Q Did your office open any voter fraud or
el ection crine related cases for the 2020 el ection after
the election was certified?

M. Winsheiner. |It's the sane objection.

BY MR FLYNN- BROMN:

Q M. Pak --
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M. Flynn-Brown. Counselor, sir, you defer to the
Justice Departnent's position here, correct?

M. Kang. Yes, we do.

BY MR FLYNN- BROVMN:

Q kay. Let's turn to Bates 754. Sir, let ne
know when you're there or if you need tine to review.

A "' mready.

Q So this is an email from M. Donoghue to Bobby
Christine and Corey Amundson is cc'd. The date is January
5th, 2021.

Sir, who is Bobby Christine?

A By this tinme, he was the acting U S. Attorney
for the Northern District of Georgia and he was al so the

U S Attorney for the Southern District of CGeorgia.

Q Do you know M. Christine well?

A | do.

Q What is your opinion of hinf

A He' s an honor abl e man.

Q Do you think he's a capable and a very ethical

U S Attorney?
A In nmy dealings with him he has al ways been.
Q So this email states in part that M. Anundson
Is "aware of the allegations regarding the truck and knows
nore about what has been done on that than any of us."

Sir, do you know what these allegations refer to and

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

62

did you learn themwhile you were U S. Attorney?

A | don't know exactly what this email is
referring to, but there was an allegation that there was a
truck full of certain ballots that were in Cobb County, |
think related to Fulton County, and that sonething was
bei ng done with those ballots. And that's the extent of
which | recall

Q Do you know what happened to those allegations;
in other words, did your office investigate thenf

A The allegation cane in through -- the primary
person that | spoke to about this was a state senator who
was chairing a subcommttee of the state Senate rel ated to,
| think, the election fraud. | spoke to the senator
related to certain shredding of ballots and he referenced
that there was sonmeone who cane and told himabout -- or
there was a video of soneone with a truck full of ballots
bei ng noved to a warehouse in Cobb County and that they
were intended to be shredded to prevent an audit. That was
the all egation.

Q Thank you for that explanation. Are you aware
of whether or not those allegations were investigated by
your office?

A The allegation cane in, | believe, tw days
before | resigned. So I don't know what happened.

Q Did the allegation reach you or was it at one
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of your lower l|level officials? | don't nmean to be

di srespectful at all by saying |ower |evel officials, but
fol ks under you. D d they get these allegations and just
not refer it up to you?

A No. | spoke to the senator nyself and I
forwarded the information to the district election officer.
This was a couple of days before | resigned, so | don't
know what happened after that.

In addition -- | mght be going a little out of
tinmeline here -- but in addition, | made -- after | found
out that M. Christine was going to be nmy successor instead
of ny FAUSA, | arranged a briefing of all of the election
cases -- related cases that we had going on in the office
and facilitated transition call, so he's aware of all the
cases that are pending that needed his attention, which
I ncluded this allegation which | forwarded to him

Q Under stood. Thank you.

Ckay. So let's go ahead and go to, | believe,
Mnority 4, Bates stanp 714. And sir, |let ne know when

you're there.

A 7417

Q 714.

A Ch, it's tab 3. Gkay. Yes, |I'mthere.
Q kay. Thank you. So at the top it says

“Meeting with DAG” Deputy Attorney Ceneral, “+ Jeff dark
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- sixth floor” and the date over in the top right-hand
corner is January 2nd, 2021. | just want to focus on sone
of the references to Georgia if | nay.

If you ook in the mddle of the page, | believe it
says quote -- and when | say quote, |I'mnot saying that
this is an exact quote fromthe conversation. |'mjust
guoting to the docunent. "Thinks he saw trucks nove
ball ots to shredding location.”" And | don't know who "he"
I'S.

And next the notes say, "Cobb County - woman who
worked at facility testified at the Georgia Senate hearing
t hat she saw shred trucks at election |ocation."

Do you recall sonme of these allegations?

A That was kind of the substance of what the
state senator had relayed to ne that he had heard during

the state Senate subcomm ttee.

Q Understood. Ckay. Let's pull up Bates 598 to
601. Let nme look at Mnority docunment — This is actually
going to be a Majority docunent. | think it mght be
Majority 3.

| believe it's Majority 3. Let's turn to Bates 598.
To prevent duplication, we didn't send everything over
because sonme of the same docunents the Majority had al ready
sent over.

So, sir, let me know when you're there.
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A "' mthere.

Q kay. So this is a Decenber 30th, 2020 email
fromCeta Mtchell to Mark Meadows in which she tells him
that she sent the petition filed in Georgia -- excuse ne,

i n which she sent the petition filed in Georgia and a press
rel ease. And then Meadows forwards this up the chain to
M. Rosen and says, "Can you have your team | ook into these
al | egati ons of wongdoing? Only the alleged fraudul ent
activity. Thanks, Mark."

You may need sone tinme to review the press release to
get an idea of what the allegations are. |If you need that
time, let me know

My question to you is whether or not you recall your
team | ooking into these allegations.

A kay.

Q So the question is, with respect to this email
chain and the allegations contained therein, do you recall
I f your teamrevi ewed these all egations?

A | don't know. | don't knowif my teamdid or
not .

Q Let's turn to -- | believe this is going to be
Mnority 3, Bates 736 specifically. So Mnority 3 is Bates
stanped 735 to 742.

M. Kang. Mnority 4, you nean?

M. Flynn-Brown. Yes, sir, you are correct, Mnority
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4. Thank you.
BY MR FLYNN- BROM:

Q Ckay. So according to the top of the notes,
these are notes froma call that M. Rosen had with
President Trunp and M. Donoghue on Decenber 27th, 2020.
You're not on these -- you weren't on the call, | should
say, but | want to ask you a question or two relating to
t he references here.

So if you turn to Bates 737, and |let ne know when
you're there.

A "' mthere.

Q So the notes say that the President said, "DQJ
failing to respond to legitimte conplaints/reports of
crimes”. | note the President's apparent use of the word
"legitimate. "

Wth the volunme of voter fraud and el ection crine
all egations that the president had received at that tine
and which were reported on at that tine, was it
unr easonabl e under the circunstances for the president to
have such concerns regarding potentially legitinmate

conplaints and reports of crines?

A. Are you asking ny opinion or --

Q Yes.

A | don't understand the question. Could you
rephrase?
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Q So ny question to you is -- I'll just restate
it again in full.

Wth respect to the volune of voter fraud and el ection
crinme allegations that the President had received at that
time and which were reported on publicly at that tinme, was
It unreasonabl e under the circunstances for the President
to have such concerns regarding potentially legitimate
conplaints and reports of crines?

A No, | don't think it was unreasonabl e.

Q Was it unreasonabl e under the circunstances for
the President to question what the Justice Departnent and
Its conponents were doing to investigate legitimte
conpl aints and reports of crines?

A | don't know what he understood as to what the
Departnent of Justice was doing, but | don't think it's
unreasonabl e for himto question what we were doi ng.

Q Let's go to the bottom of page 737 and it says,
"FBI will always say nothing there. Leaders there oppose
me, SAs support ne."

When you read this, does it |leave you with the
I npression that the President maintained a certain anount
of distrust with the FBI?

A. Yes, | agree.

Q Is it your opinion then that the distrust could

have contributed to the President's concern about how
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|l egitimate conplaints and reports of crines were being
handl ed by the Justice Departnent and FBI?

A Coul d you rephrase that?

Q Wth respect to that distrust, do you think
that it could have contributed to the President's concern
about how legitimate conplaints and reports of crines were

bei ng handl ed by the Justice Departnent and the FBI?

A |'"'msure that's possible.

Q Let's go to Bates 741. According to the notes,
the President said, "You, Rich" -- as in M. Donoghue --
"should go to Fulton Gty" -- or "County, + do a signature
verification and you'll see howillegal it is. You'll find

tens of thousands," end quote.

Sir, do you know if anyone fromthe Justice Departnent
or its conponents perforned a signature verification in
Ful t on County?

A | do not know that.

Q Way do you think the President wanted one of
his chief | aw enforcenent officers to be boots on the
ground and verify fraud allegations personally?

A You woul d have to ask him | don't know.

Q Do you think it has to do with his distrust of
t he process generally?

A It could be.

Q So right now, sir, |I've got sone tine left in
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my first hour, but I'"mgoing to stop at this point and
defer to ny coll eague, Sara, if she wants to start again.

| want to thank you again for your tinme. | may return
to sone of these issues later in ny second hour, but for
now, |I'mgoing to hand it over to Sara. Thank you, sir.

Ms. Zdeb. Thank you, Josh.

M. Pak, would you |ike another quick break, say, 5 to
10 m nutes before we start up again?

M. Pak. Sure. That would be nice.

Ms. Zdeb. Okay. It's 12:16. W can go off the
record now and why don't we cone back at about 12:25.

(Recess.)

Ms. Zdeb. It is 12:27 and we can go back on the
record.

BY MS. ZDEB

Q l"mgoing to turn it back over to M. Charl et
In just a mnute, but | wanted to quickly follow up on an
exchange that you all were having with my col | eague on
Senator Grassley's staff at the end of the |ast round.

| will confess | have a little bit [ost track of what
exhibits we are marking the docunents as, but | believe he
was aski ng you about the docunment designated as Mnority 4,
which is the set of handwitten notes that begins with
Bat es Nunber 735 at the bottom of the page. | had a couple

of quick foll owups about that docunent.
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For starters -- and | believe you indicated this
earlier -- these are not your handwitten notes, is that
right?

A That's correct, these are not m ne.

Q And you al so were not in whatever neeting these

notes are presunmably recounting.

A That's correct. | was not present.

Q So to the extent the President conveyed
sonet hi ng about his belief that certain clainms of election
fraud were or were not legitimte, you wouldn't have the
sense one way or the other either as to whether he in fact
said that or, nore broadly, as to his state of m nd when he
said that; is that fair?

A Yeah, that's correct, as to both.

Q If you see at the very top of page 735 -- and
agai n, acknow edgi ng that these aren't your notes and you
weren't a participant in this neeting -- | see that they
are dated Decenber 27th, 2020. W were talking a bit
earlier during our first round of questioning and then a
little bit during ny coll eague's round of follow up
questioning just now about the efforts that you and your
office took to either prove or disprove those allegations
related to the State Farm Arena vi deot ape.

And | believe you said that after these were first

brought to your attention, because they were a matter of
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public record, but al so because they canme up on that phone
call you had with Attorney CGeneral Barr, it was Decenber
4th, is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And | believe you also said it didn't take too
much tinme after that, perhaps a couple of days, for the
Departnent's process and the FBI's process to play itself
out such that you reached a point that you were satisfied
that there was nothing to those allegations, is that
correct?

A That's correct. And to be clear, the only
thing that was del ayed was the interview of the actual
enpl oyees. During those three or four days, we were doing
ot her activities such as gathering |ike the audi otape and
things like that. So the interviews thensel ves were
del ayed by what ever anount of tine that -- fromthe point
they wanted to do them versus getting clearance to do them

Q Do you recall if those interviews took place at
sone point in tinme before Decenber 27th?

A Oh, yes, absolutely.

Q So junpi ng ahead a coupl e of pages in the set
of handwitten notes that we were just |ooking at to page
737, there's this notation partway down the page, it says
Georgia. There's then sonme handwiting to the -- | believe

to the effect of tape there shows fraud. And then it's a
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bit difficult to read the handwiting, which again |
recogni ze is not your handwiting, but there's also sone
| anguage, | believe, making reference to “hidden ballots
under table.”

So to the extent these notes are nmeking reference to
those sane State Farm Arena al l egati ons that we have now
been discussing, is it fair to say that by this point in
tinme, which was Decenber 27th, you personally and your
of fice nore generally had already concluded at sone point
before this neeting that there was no nerit to those
al | egati ons?

A That's correct.

Q And so whet her the President believed or called
these State Farm Arena allegations legitimate, to use the
word that ny coll eague on Senator Grassley's staff was
pointing to earlier, your office had determ ned by then
that they were not legitimate, is that correct?

A That is correct.

Ms. Zdeb. | will turn it back over to M. Charlet.

BY MR CHARLET:

Q Al right. Thank you. [|'magoing to turn back
actually to the subject that our colleagues in ranking
menber Grassley's office left off on, which is the
signature match allegations in Fulton County. | just want

to clarify a few questions since you al ready stated that
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you did not |look into these because it is our understandi ng
that there were several other allegations of election fraud
that were nmade during your tine as U S. attorney and we
just want to get a sense of which ones you may have | ooked
into and how you did, if you did.

So on Decenber 4th, 2020, the Trunp canpai gn and a
Republ i can presidential elector nom nee sued the Georgia
Secretary of State and other relevant officials over
al | eged signature match anomalies in Fulton County,

CGeor gi a.

Are you aware of these allegations?

A Based on what's been reported in the |awsuit,
yes.

Q And were you aware of the allegations at the
time or did you cone to be aware of them after you |eft
your office?

A | saw the news of the lawsuit being filed and
t hen obviously after | left, I've read nore about the
al | egati ons and what happened to them But in terns of
kind of the details as to what's alleged, | just knew
general ly and not specifically whether or not the
all egations are true or not.

Q And you told our colleague that your office did
not investigate these clains, is that correct?

A kay. So | do want to qualify ny answer here.
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My answers are that | was personally aware, okay. So if
you recall ny testinmony of how things progressed in the
office, the allegations m ght have been | ogged with ny
office and the FBI as well. Not every allegation that is
| ogged with the office would be elevated to ne. So it

m ght have been | ogged. So ny personal know edge may be
limted to only those cases that were el evated to ne.

What | do know was they were getting a ot of calls
and they were taking lots of information fromdifferent
sources. So | don't want to overstate |like, for exanple,
ny office did not investigate it. That would be an
over st atenent because | don't know. They could have done
that that | am not personally aware of.

Q kay. | wll phrase ny questions to your
personal awareness, then, so that we don't fall into that
| Ssue.

So you personally were not aware of your office
| ooking into these particular issues, is that correct? |Is
that a correct summation of what you had stated previously?

A That is correct.

Q Were you aware at the tine that one day after
these clains were filed in Fulton County Superior Court
that they were thrown out the next day?

A | don't know if | specifically remenber at that

time, but |I know now that that's what happened.
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Q Ckay. And then the Suprene Court of Georgia
al so declined to hear the case, stating in their order that
petitioners have not shown that this is one of the
extrenely rare cases that would i nvoke their original
jurisdiction.

Do you happen to recall that devel opnent as well?

A Yes, | renenber reading that. Yes.

Q And insofar as your own awareness of such an
I nvestigation woul d be concerned, is it possible that such
an allegation wouldn't have been el evated to you because it
was i nsubstantial in sone way, either because the people in
your office who m ght have been | ooking at it had
determ ned that already? |Is that one of the reasons it
m ght not have nmade its way up to you?

A That's a possibility. The other possibility is
that the allegation woul d have been | ogged and | ooked into
| ater after the certification is done. It doesn't nean
that it's dismssed outright. It's just that it was on cue
to be | ooked at and then determ ned | ater on whether or not
t here have any nerit.

Q Ckay. Thank you. So noving on, then, on
Decenber 22nd, 2020, President Trunp's chief of staff, Mark
Meadows, personally visited Cobb County, Georgia during its
signature audit of absentee by mail ballots, specifically

the signature on their oath envel opes. Wile it was our
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under standi ng that he was not allowed to enter the room
where the signatures were being verified, he did neet with
the Georgia Deputy Secretary of State, Jordan Fuchs, to
di scuss the audit process.

My question to you is, were you aware of this visit by
Mark Meadows?

A | found out about it through the press.

Q Ckay. About when did you first |earn through
the press about this visit?

A | think it was imedi ately -- the day of or
right after.

Q Did you have any particular reaction to

| earni ng about this trip?

A | thought it was highly unusual.
Q And why did you think it was unusual ?
A In the mddle of the process, the chief of

staff would cone visit, have a neeting with the Secretary
of State. | don't recall that ever happening in the
hi story of U S

Q And to be clear for ny next question, it was
the Georgia Secretary of State that was conpleting the
audit, is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q kay. But in reference to the allegations that

led to the audit, did M. Meadows or anyone at the Wite
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House ever reach out to you directly about the Cobb County

mai |l -in ballot audit process?
A Not to ne directly.
Q Did anyone at Main Justice ever reach out to

you about this issue?

A Not about the audit process.
Q In what capacity did they reach out to you?
A Just in general, checking to see if there's any

I nvestigations or devel opnents that they should be aware
of .

Q And did you have an investigation at this tine
that they should be aware of into the Cobb County signature
anomal y al |l egati ons?

A No.

Q So the Georgia Secretary of State and the
Georgi a Bureau of Investigation released its findings for
the Cobb County signature audit on Decenber 29th, 2020 and
concl uded that no fraudul ent absentee ballots were
identified during the audit. Do you recall that being the

concl usion or one of the conclusions of their audit?

A Yes.

Q Did you or your office have any evidence to the
contrary?

A Not that | know of.

Q So we al so understand that on Decenber 27th,
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2020, President Trunp discussed various Georgia-rel ated
el ection fraud allegations directly with Rosen and
Donoghue, the acting attorney general and M. Donoghue, in
the notes that ny coll eagues have directed your attention
to already. President Trunp appears to have di scussed an
allegation wth M. Guliani that a tenporary -- or
pronoted by M. Guliani that a poll worker had sonehow
hi dden the ballots to add nore votes to Biden's tally
during tabulation and also that there was nmultiple scanning
of ballots. He said that there was a tape show ng the pol
wor kers putting the ballots in the suitcases.

W' ve discussed this allegation previously but | just
want to clarify that by Decenber 27th, you had established

that there was no credibility to this allegation, is that

correct?
A That is correct.
Q And you al so stated previously that the Georgia

Secretary of State's office independently had investigated
this and found no wongdoing, is that correct as well?

A | believe that was their conclusion, yes.

Q During the neeting where this was di scussed,
Presi dent Trunp asked M. Donoghue to go to Fulton County
to do a signature verification because it would purportedly
find tens of thousands of fraudul ent ballots.

Do you know i f M. Donoghue ever namde such a trip?

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

79

A He did not nake such a trip.

Q Did M. Donoghue ever discuss such a trip with
you or the fact that the President asked himto take such a
trip?

A Not about the trip, no.

Q But did he discuss that the President had a
concern about these fraudulent ballots wth you?

A Not about the signature nmatches, no.

Q And then separately, did anyone el se at DQJ
ever discuss a need to performa signature verification
process there?

A No.

Q So | would Iike to redirect your attention back
to the Decenber 30 email from M. Meadows to M. Rosen that
our colleague fromthe Mnority directed you to. It should
be marked as Majority 3, and in the order in which they
were entered into the record, this should be Exhibit 5, if

| am correct.

(Exhibit No. 3, an email dated Decenber

30, was marked for the record.)

Q Let me know when you have it in front of you.
A Yes, | have it.
Q So | want to go into the individual allegations

specifically to see if you had been directed at any point

to ook into these allegations. So specifically, after

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



80

1  Decenber 30th when M. Meadows forwarded this email to

2 M. Rosen, did M. Rosen, M. Donoghue or anyone at DQJ ask
3 you to look into President Trunp's canpaign all egations?

4 A No.

5 Q Had Ms. Cleta Mtchell or anyone affiliated

6 wth the Trunp canpai gn ever asked you or your office to

7 look into these allegations?

8 A No.

9 Q On page 1 of the attachnent with this enmail,
10 which should be Bates Nunber 600, Ray S. Smith, IIll, the
11 | ead counsel or who was the | ead counsel for the Trunp

12 canpaign, clainms in this press release that there are,
13 quote, literally tens of thousands of illegal votes that
14 were cast, counted, and included in the tabulation the
15 Secretary of State is preparing to certify.

16 Did your office have any evidence to this effect at

17 that tinme?

18 A No, we did not have any evidence to that
19 effect.
20 Q And so specifically in the press release and in

21 the filing in Fulton County Superior Court, the Trunp

22  canpaign alleges that 2,560 fel ons voted.

23 Did you have any evidence of such a claimat this
24 tinme?
25 A | would not, no.
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M. Weinsheiner. | would object as beyond the scope.
You're getting into specific investigations that don't have
anything to do with specific pressure put on M. Pak and so
| woul d obj ect.

Ms. Zdeb. This conmes froman email that the
Depart nent produced which was sent to the then acting
attorney general by the then Wite House chief of staff
along with an express request that the Departnent | ook
i nto, quote, these allegations. And | think it's exactly
within --

M. Weinsheinmer. This witness has said that he didn't
get it and he didn't get any pressure fromeither the Wite
House or DQJ with respect to it. So now basically what
you're doing is taking allegations fromhere and aski ng him
about specific investigations in the office. That's beyond
the scope at this point. It doesn't have anything to do
wth any pressure put on M. Pak from Departnent |eadership
or the Wite House.

Ms. Zdeb. The scope of the interview and the
I nvestigation, as you noted earlier, Brad, also includes
the circunstances surrounding M. Pak's departure fromthe
Departnment, and so it is certainly within the scope of that
I ssue for us to understand, for instance, was there sone
feeling on the part of the President or on the part of

ot hers who were involved in decisions surroundi ng that
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departure, was there sone sense of unhappiness with the job
that M. Pak or his office were doing.

And it seens to nme that it is inherent in
under st andi ng that set of issues, whether there were
particular things that M. Meadows, the President thought
that M. Pak's office ought to be [ ooking into that they
were not | ooking into, whether or not M. Pak recalls
specific instances of pressure directly being placed on
hi m

So for that reason as well, it strikes ne as
conpletely within the scope of this interview.

M. Weinsheiner. | think if you want to ask M. Pak
about the circunstances of his leaving, that's different,
but | think your record so far with respect to other
W t nesses doesn't support that conclusion at all.

Ms. Zdeb. | think we can nove on at this point but |
w || conclude by asking M. Pak's counsel the sane question
that nmy col |l eague on Senator Grassley's staff has asked
repeatedly when his questions drew objections, which is
just to confirmthat M. Pak's counsel are planning to
adhere to the Departnent's objections in this regard.

M. Kang. Yes, we are.

Ms. Zdeb. W can nove on.

BY MR CHARLET.

Q kay. Well, then noving forward in topic and

82
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intime, it is our understandi ng that on New Year's Day,
Acting Attorney General Rosen provided Jeffrey O ark, who
at that tine was the acting head of the civil division,
your cell phone nunber.

Do you know what pronpted M. Rosen to give M. dark
your cell phone nunber?

A | do not.

Q Had you and M. Rosen or M. Donoghue or anyone
at Main Justice previously discussed M. O ark reaching out
to you in any way?

A Yes. Around Decenber 30th -- just to lay kind
of groundwork, the background, R ch Donoghue and | woul d
tal k regularly, because we were both coll eagues before we
becane the PADAG and also part of that duty, he checked in
wth various U S. Attorney's offices to see if there was
anyt hing that they should becone aware.

On Decenber 30th or the 31st, | can't renenber
exactly, | knewit was before New Year's, M. Donoghue
called nme and told ne that he was very frustrated because
the President was solely focused on Georgia with respect to
any voter fraud all egations and he had comment ed t hat
not hi ng woul d di ssuade the President from believing that
the election was in fact stolen from him

He stated that he, the President, just would not

believe that he lost Georgia. | don't know why. He didn't
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explain why. And | reiterated to himthat we | ooked into
several allegations. Obviously we concluded that there was
nothing there and that this was kind of disturbing because
i n substance that his own people had | ooked into it and
reported back up.

He then asked ne about whether or not | knew Jeffrey
Cark. And | told him no, | did not know Jeffrey d ark,
who was he. And M. Donoghue explained to ne that he was
t he assistant attorney general for environnmental natural
resources division, the ENRD, and that at that tinme he was
the acting attorney general, acting assistant attorney
general for the civil division.

And he said that M. C ark had, quote, the President's
ear. | asked himwhat he neant by that and he nentioned in
passing that Cark is suggesting that the Departnent sign
on to sonme letter suggesting that the general assenbly cal
a special session and to refuse to certify the el ectoral
col | ege votes and that he wanted the Departnment to
Intervene or joinin -- | can't renmenber exactly -- in a

civil lawsuit that was filed by the Trunp canpai gn.

And | said, well, that seens -- that's very -- that's
crazy. That's just highly crazy. | think the words | used
were -- | think Rich who used the words that this is

bat-shit crazy. And that was the description.

Rich told ne that Jeff Cark would be calling to --
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and that maybe | could talk to himabout what we found and
to dissuade himfrom you know, trying to suggest that
there was w despread fraud in Georgia, and | told Rich
that, well, he can call nme all he wants but it's not going
to change anything. W're not going to be joining any

| awsuits that's not, you know, that's not substantiated by
any evi dence.

And at that tinme, M. Donoghue nentioned to ne that,
in fact, | wouldn't be surprised if the President called
you directly. And | said, well, he could call ne all he
wants, the answer is not going to change.

And then that was the end of that conversation.

M. Cark never called, or at |east we never connected if
he tried to call, nor did the President ever call ne
directly.

Q kay. And when you had this discussion with
M . Donoghue, was this a call from M. Donoghue
specifically about this topic or did it conme up in the
course of sone other discussion were having?

A M. Donoghue | think called ne to give ne a
heads-up or forewarning that Jeffrey Cark, who |I am not
famliar with, would be calling ne. And so at the sane
time we tal ked about kind of what's happeni ng, and ny
Il npression in my conversation with M. Donoghue was there

was a |lot of things being asked of the Main Justice, the
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acting attorney general and the deputy attorney general

that the Departnent take, and that they were resisting
because they were not substantiated by the evidence. And
so | could sense the frustration in M. Donoghue's voi ce,
but he had called to let ne know that M. Cark or the
Presi dent m ght be calling, and that was the reason for the
call.

Q And then you seemto have indicated as such but
just to nmake it clear on the record, prior to January 1st,
woul d you have ever had any reason to work with M. Cark
i n any capacity at all?

A Yes, there is a possibility because if we have
a case that we have concurrent jurisdiction with ENRD
which is the division in charge with investigating
environnental -rel ated cases, but | have not had any cases
that -- where we overlapped in jurisdiction so | did not
have an occasion to work with or talk to Jeff O ark.

Q And then in regards to election fraud or just
el ection matters and the cases that arise fromthemin
general, would you ever have had any reason to work with
M. dark?

A G ven the fact that he was ENRD and chi ef of
civil, related to election-related itens, unless, | guess,
there was sone civil lawsuit that the Departnent was goi ng

to file, | don't think that there would be any occasion for
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him-- to work wwth himin that regard.

Q And you indicated that M. Donoghue thought
that the plan that M. Cark was interested in pushing
forward was bat-shit crazy, but did it strike you as
unusual that the acting attorney general -- or I'msorry,
that the acting head of the civil division would want to

reach out to discuss voting or election matters with you?

A | thought that was very strange and highly
I rregul ar.
Q And you said that M. Donoghue i ndicated that

the President mght try to call you directly. Have you
ever had any situation where sonmeone at Main Justice told

you that the President mght contact you directly for an

I ssue?
A | have not.
Q I n your experience, would that be unusual for

any U. S. Attorney to hear that the President m ght contact
themdirectly?

A That woul d be highly irregular given the fact
that it's been -- traditionally also there are policies in
pl ace where commruni cati on between the Wiite House and the
Departnment is highly regul ated through the Ofice of Legal
Affairs and of course the front office, the AG and the DAG

Q And in the course of this discussion with

M. Donoghue, did the two of you ever develop sone sort of
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pl an for how you would deal with potential reach-out from
M. Cark or the President?

A There was no plan. M. Donoghue indicated that
M. Cark would call ne to tal k about what's happening in
Georgia and potentially, you know, joining in a | awsuit.
And | told himthat's -- we're not going to do that because
there's no evidence of any fraud.

Q And you're at |l east not aware of any attenpt

that M. Cark tried to reach out to you, is that correct?

A. | am not aware of whether or not he tried to
reach ne or not. | had not talked to him
Q Did you follow up with M. Donoghue or

M. Rosen at all about this | ack of outreach from

M. dark?
A No.
Q Did you becone aware at sone point that

M. Cark was interview ng wtnesses in connection wth the
State Farm Arena al |l egati ons?
| was not aware of that.

Q Do you have any idea under what authority he
woul d be able to take such investigative steps |ike that?

A | am not aware of any authority that he would
have.

Q And you indicated that you weren't aware, but

just to nake it clear on the record, you did not authorize
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himto interview these witnesses, is that correct?

A No. No.

Q Ceneral ly speaking, how mght a DQJ official's
unaut hori zed and unknown-to-you outreach to a w tness
rel evant to an investigation conducted by your office or
that your office may conduct, how would that inpact the
wor k of your office or how mght it?

A Well, you could certainly interfere with an
ongoi ng investigation to the extent that it exists. Nunber
two, as a professional courtesy, when you have -- when you
operate or do sonmething in the sanme departnent in a
jurisdiction, you know, you should coordinate and |let folks
know, who is responsible for that district, what activity
I S going on.

In this case, none of that happened, if in fact -- |
wasn't even aware that he was interview ng wtnesses
related to the State Farm vi deo incident.

Q So on January 2nd, President Trunp call ed
Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger to push him
to find exactly enough votes to overturn the el ection
results in Georgia.

Were you aware at the tinme that President Trunp nmade
this call?

A | was not aware of that on January 2nd.

Q Do you recall when you becane aware of this
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cal | ?

A | saw it on the news. It was in news reports
of a recording being released, | believe it was January
3rd, and there was -- at that time when | saw kind of the
headlines, | did not see -- | didn't read the transcript or
anything like that. There was just a sunmary of what the
call entailed. And so it was a day after January 3rd, the
day before | resigned, that | found out about the call.

Q Can you descri be your reaction to finding out

about the call?

A | was -- | was very upset, at the sane tine
very di sappoi nted because the call -- the sunmary of the
description about the call indicated that despite at | east

me and al so the attorney general reporting up that there
had not been wi despread fraud, that the President was
seeking to overturn the election or at least find ballots
or represent that there was irregularities.

So | was personally very concerned and | even
consi dered potentially resigning on Sunday. But in
t hi nki ng about that, we had a special election conmng up on
Tuesday of that week and | thought about the potenti al
| npact that m ght have on whether or not ny sudden
resignation woul d give sone credence to the allegations of
fraud or woul d di ssuade or be used as certain kind of

tal king point. | decided against that and | decided to
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stay with ny original plan, which was to, you know, submt
ny letter of resignation and give two weeks' notice and
| eave office on I nauguration Day.

Q Al right. As you mght imagine, we have sone
guesti ons about the circunstances surroundi ng your
resignation itself, but I'"'mgoing to put a pin on that to
ask a few nore questions about this call specifically.

Did secretary Raffensperger or anyone fromthe Georgia
Secretary of State office reach out to your office about
this call that the President nade?

A Not that | am aware of, no.

Q So Cleta Mtchell, who we've discussed
previously and who al so oversaw the Trunp canpaign |awsuits
I n Georgia, she advised President Trunp on this call. Dd
she or anyone fromthe Trunp canpai gn ever reach out to you

regarding the allegations that he pushed in this call?

A | do not know -- | am not aware of any such
cont act s.
Q Do you know why President Trunp referred to you

as a Never Trunper U. S. Attorney during this call?

A | do not know ot her than ny conversation with
Ri ch Donoghue and the conversation he had at the Wite
House on Sunday, January 3rd. He referred to it as there
was a printout of an article in which I was quoted -- and

this was in 2016 -- in response to a question whether or
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not then candi date Trunp's candi dacy had hel ped or hurt
efforts to recruit mnorities to the GOP. And | think ny
comment was that he had made it difficult to recruit

candi date and voters to GOP.

And that was the only reference that |I've heard from
M . Donoghue's conversation, so -- and | believe just in
context that he probably took that and his perception that
sonehow t hat these allegations of fraud are not being
| ooked i nto and he probably concluded that |I'm not doing
t hose because | was a Never Trunper, which is not true.

Q And to point out the obvious, you becane a
presidentially appointed and Republican Senate confirned
official as the U S. Attorney of CGeorgia under the Trunp
Adm nistration, is that correct?

A That's correct. And during the vetting
process, they knew about the quote, they knew about the
article and | was asked about it nmultiple tines.

Q Did you have an understandi ng at any point
prior to this call, though, that President Trunp was
unhappy with the job you were doing as U S. Attorney?

A | was not aware of any such dissatisfaction.

Q And then also prior to the call, did you have
any understandi ng that President Trunp wanted your
office -- that President Trunp specifically wanted your

office to do nore to investigate clains of election fraud?
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A During ny conversation with Ri ch Donoghue in a
few days |l eading up to ny resignation, M. Donoghue let ne
know t hat the President was very unhappy that the
Departnent in general were not doi ng anything about the
al l egations of fraud and, in particular, in CGeorgia and he
was very focused on Ceorgia.

So al though he didn't tell nme that he was particularly
unhappy with ny performance, but | took that as his
di ssatisfaction with the Departnent of Justice in general,
in his mnd, that they were not doi ng enough.

Q And so you said that one reaction that you
had -- or let me knowif |I'mcharacterizing this correctly.
You said that one reaction that you had to | earning about
this call between the President and the Secretary of State
of Georgia was you potentially resigning. Had you ever
considered resigning prior to learning of this call?

A My plan was to | eave the office after the
I nauguration. After the election, people were asking ne
what ny plans were. So the |ast week before ny calls with
Ri ch Donoghue, | let ny office, also the courts and the | aw
enforcenent in our community partners, know that ny plan
was to | eave at the end of the Adm nistration on
| nauguration Day, that -- and | told R ch Donoghue that |
wi |l probably submt ny resignation sonetine the week -- a

few days after the runoff election just so that it's not
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going to cause any views of potential irregularity and
that -- but my resignation would be effective on January
20t h.

The reason | was focused on January 20th was,

t hr oughout 2020, ny office and people, the good dedi cated
men and wonen in the U S. Attorney's Ofice and ny | aw
enforcenment community went through a very difficult, tough
time and transition, in and of itself, is very difficult
and that in order to make sure that we mnimze any inpact,
that ny first assistant, who's a career person, who's been
with the Departnent over two decades, taking over as the
acting U S. Attorney, wuld be the best way to assure the
people in the office and the community that the office is

I n good hands.

So | was focused on January 20th and | never wavered
fromthat, up until January 3rd, the day you pointed out.
It was very clear to ne that in spite the reporting up of
what we found in ternms of allegations, that that was being
Ignored and, if that's the case, | didn't want to be a part
of potentially being a tool or a factor in whether or not
peopl e should believe in the Departnent. | was | ooki ng out
for the Departnment and its people.

| ultimately cane to the conclusion that | woul d not
go ahead and resign abruptly, but to hold on until January

20th. And of course | think you' re probably aware that
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t hi ngs changed very quickly on that evening and the
fol | ow ng norni ng.

Q So, yes, around 10:00 p.m on January 3rd,

M. Donoghue enmil ed you asking you to call him ASAP. Do
you recall speaking with himthat evening?

A On January 3rd, yes. Yes. | had noticed that
| m ssed several calls fromhimand | saw that | had an
email fromhim So | called himback that evening and
that's when M. Donoghue relayed to ne that the President
was very unhappy and that he wanted to fire ne, that he
believed that | was a Never Trunper and M. Donoghue told
me that he had told M. Trunp that he thought that was
i ncorrect and that the President did not care, but wanted
me out of that spot. And then | asked -- oh, oh, I'm
sorry. | mssed a detail.

So | can't renenber if it was M. Donoghue or soneone
el se had nentioned to the President that | was submtting
ny resignation that week, the first week of January, and |
thi nk M. Donoghue had suggested that instead of doing a
firing, which I think everybody fromthe Departnment was
ki nd of advising against, that he go ahead and just accept
the resignation and so that -- and | et hi mnove on.

M . Donoghue indicated that M. Trunp -- President
Trunp agreed, but that | have to get out of there. And

then M. Donoghue then asked ne |ike how | ong were you
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1 planning to stay after you submt your resignation. | told
2 himthat, you know, through inauguration. And M. Donoghue

3 said, no, unfortunately, it can't be that |ong.

4 He then offered to place ne in another senior role in
5 the Departnent. | told him R ch, thanks but no thanks,
6 1'mdone. And then he said, all right, you know, in terns

7 of your announcenent of your resignation, you could do

8 whatever you wanted. He said, you know, you could have a
9 press conference, you could, you know, nmake a big fuss or
10 submt -- just do it quietly. He suggested that it would
11 be best for everybody if you did it quietly. And | said,
12 well, let me think about that, at that tinme. And then |

13 hung up.

14 And then the follow ng norning, very early on, | had
15 called M. Donoghue, telling himthat I'"mon ny way to the
16 office and wanted sone clarification as to why I was asked
17 to resign early. And M. Donoghue expl ained that the

18 President felt like | was not doing enough and he believed
19 that you were not doi ng enough because you were a Never

20 Trunper. | asked hi mwho el se was present during this

21  conversation, and he -- fromny recollection, he told ne, I
22 think it was the acting attorney general, Ri ch Donoghue,

23 Mark Meadows, Pat Cipollone, Wite House counsel, and I

24 think there was the deputy Wiite House counsel in the room

25 plus the President.
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What | forgot to nention is the night before, | asked
M. Donoghue if my first assistant would be allowed to
assunme the acting attorney general role -- | nean, acting
U S. Attorney role because | was concerned about kind of
the office and how they would take that. And M. Donoghue
I ndi cated that unfortunately that when he brought that up
with him and acting attorney general brought it up, the
President's response was, well, who's that? You know, |
don't know that guy. And then he had brought up the fact
t hat how about that Bobby Christine guy? | heard good
t hi ngs about him

And he indicated to ne that they then called
M. Christine fromthe Wite House and told himthat he
woul d be taking over as the acting U S. Attorney for the
Northern District. M. Donoghue indicated that
M. Christine was very confused. It was kind of out of the
bl ue for himbut that he woul d have questions about whet her
or not he could serve himas the head of two different
districts. And | believe at the tinme they got an opinion
fromthe office of |egal counsel that they could. And that

was the scope of the conversation on the evening of the

3rd.

The follow ng norning when | tal ked to M. Donoghue
about ny resignation, | had told himthat, you know, |'m
going to just submt a very bland resignation. | don't
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want this to be perceived in a way that nmay inpact the
el ection or inpact the Departnent in the negative way, and
so l'"'mgoing to just go quietly. And he then asked ne
again, he was |like, are you sure you don't want to stay in
arole? And | said, no, it's fine. | think I'mdone with
iIt. And then | also told himthat | was very honored to
serve wth himand | told himthat -- | told himto hang in
t here because | knew kind of the pressure that he was
facing, and so | got off the phone with him

Then | called ny first assistant. | didn't reach him
Then | called M. Christine on nmy way in to work, and

M. Christine was quite apol ogetic and was ki nd of confused

about the situation. | told himthat, |ook, | gave him
a -- 1| said, hey, listen, | think what's inportant is the
transition here. |It's going to be very disruptive to the

of fice, yours and mne, so why don't we set up a | eadership
call between ny team and your team at noon that day to go
over all the cases, and at that tine he asked ne to set up
a briefing of all the election-related cases. And | told
himI| would do that.

And after that, | went to the office and then |
finally contacted ny FAUSA and told himof mny resignation,
whi ch he was obviously surprised, and | told himthat he
woul d not be acting U.S. Attorney, just to give hima

heads-up so he woul d now be conpletely blind-sided by what

98
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woul d be a normal procedure, that the FAUSA becone the
acting U S. Attorney pursuant to the Vacancy Reform Act.

Q So | have several followup questions so |'I|
try to go through themin an orderly fashion. So you had
earlier indicated that one reason why you intended to serve
until the end of the Trunp Adm nistration was to allow the
transition to be as snooth as it possibly can be. So when
you found out that M. Christine, regardless of his own
qual i fications, since he was already serving as U S
Attorney, would be appointed to replace you rather than
havi ng your first assistant nove up, was that one of those
ki nds of sort of disruptions you were trying to avoid by
not originally resigning before the end of the
adm ni stration?

A That's correct. That was ny goal to try to
stay until the inauguration so that the transition would be
as snmooth. And obviously ny conversations with the deputy
attorney general and what | knew behind the scenes, what
was going on, was kept fromthe rest of the office. | was
very sensitive to kind of the norale of the office and the
Departnent in general, and so | tried to make it as snooth
as possi bl e but obviously that did not happen.
Unfortunately, that didn't go as | intended.

Q And obviously -- or | shouldn't say obviously,

but presumably the nen and wonen in your office are quite
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har dwor ki ng and so was U. S. Attorney Christine, but in
terms of this kind of disruption, what kind of effect can
t hey have? Wiy would a disruption like this -- why coul d
disruptions like this affect -- why and how coul d they
affect the work of the office?

A Well, first of all, we were in the mddle of a
pandem c, as you recall. It was already disruptive.

Peopl e are very worried about the operations. And given
the fact that 2020 was a very challenging tine for those in
| aw enforcenent, particularly who are black and peopl e

of -- communities of color, |I think it was a very stressfu
2020 in general, given those things.

And the fact that, you know, | tried to keep --
transition tines are always tough because peopl e al ways
wonder what's going to be next, and so you want to try to
be transparent about what's happening and what's going to
happen. And we had a | ot of new enpl oyees that joined the
office in the past two years who had never been through the
transition and that raises a certain [evel of stress. And
it does. And so ny first assistant and | always tried to
make plans to make sure we assure everybody that things
will be fine, that the Departnent goes on regardl ess of who
may be in the White House or who nay be the attorney
general. WMaybe the priorities change but, you know, to new

enpl oyees of DQJ, that sonetines -- until they go through a

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

101

transition, they always have that doubt.

So we try to make it as snooth as possible and that
was ny nunber one concern just given kind of where the
office was in terns of norale and kind of nental health.
And not having to conme in and connecting at a |level and a
personal |evel, that's another |ayer of kind of stress that
adds and so any kind of disruption |ike this that's
traumati c and unpl anned certainly |I think would have a
negative inpact on the norale of the office, and in turn,
the productivity as well.

Q And you were discussing earlier when you had
either your first or second call with M. Donoghue on the
ni ght of the 3rd going into the 4th, that you understood
the pressure he was under. Could you tell us alittle bit
nore about what you understood that pressure to be?

A Well, M. Donoghue and I, prior to himbecom ng
the acting deputy attorney general, we were coll eagues. He
was the U S. Attorney for the Eastern District, so we had a
| evel of relationship that was a little bit different than
j ust someone who was a supervisor in Miin Justice.

So we woul d talk about what he was doing. | was
concerned about how he's holding up, in particular, because
| knew there were things being asked just of what the
Departnment -- of the Departnent fromthe Wite House that's

hi ghly unusual. And in fact, M. Donoghue had i ndicated
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that on several occasions when the Attorney General and the
Acting Attorney General would kind of dissuade the

Presi dent or soneone fromdoing -- and asking themto do
sonet hing, that they had offered to resign or they were
afraid that they would be fired.

And so fromthat conversation and just the context of
it, | felt that M. -- Acting Attorney Rosen and deputy --
yeah, Acting Deputy Attorney Donoghue were pushi ng back at
sonme of the things that were being asked of the Departnent.

Q And then prior to this |ate January 3rd cal
wi t h Donoghue, despite the Trunp/ Raffensperger call on the
2nd that you found out about on the 3rd, you had, prior to
the call w th Donoghue, concluded that you still would not
announce your resignation until after the Georgia runoff
el ection and you would stay until the end of the

adm ni strati on?

A That's correct, yes.
Q And can you just describe just like alittle
bit, with alittle bit nore detail, how exactly during the

call with Donoghue you decided that you would submt your
resignation on Sunday the 4th?

A No, it was not -- oh, okay. | see what you
mean.

So | had already intended to submt ny resignation the

foll ow ng Wednesday or so, later in that week, and
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M . Donoghue, when we tal ked about how -- what was your

plan in terns of how |long we were going to stay, | said to
till the 20th, and M. Donoghue said, unfortunately, that's
not going to work. Maybe two or three days, you know. And

so they asked nme to submt the resignation earlier, which

was i nmmedi ate, and Rich asked if | would -- that they could
put nme in another SES position of the Departnent. | said
no, that's fine, I"'mkind of -- |I'm done.

So | submtted the resignation i mediately as they
requested, since the President wanted to accept it
| mredi ately, and so that's why | submtted on January 4th
I nstead of the Wednesday.

Q And so was your understanding that if it
weren't handed in, the resignation, on the 4th or at |east
the 5th, earlier than you had intended, then the President
woul d fire you? Was that your understanding fromthe call?

A | don't know if that would be the case but, |
mean, obviously that's what | probably -- that's what ny
t hi nki ng process was. | nean, there's two way -- | work at
t he pl easure of the President, regardl ess of whether or not
he thinks -- what his belief in ny performance or -- is
| egitimate or not or he could ask nme to resign for any
reason since -- so |l viewit that way. That was -- that's
the tradition of the office and that is what the

Presi dential appointnment process is |ike.
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So | didn't really think nuch of it. | didn't want
the issue to beconme sonething about |ike nmy protest in
ternms of having the President fire ne. So |I thought for
all those involved, in particular kind of the office and
everyone el se who has been kind of watching CGeorgia, that
going quietly and with m nimal anount of disruption was the
best way to go, and hence | was very vague in ny
resignation letter but it was pretty clear that they wanted
ny resignation i nmedi ately.

Q | have a couple nore questions before | turn it
back to ny coll eague and we end this round. So after you
submtted, formally submtted your resignation, Assistant
Attorney Ceneral for the Ofice of Legal Counsel, Steve
Engel, emailed you to say, "Many thanks for all your
service to the Departnent."

Do you renenber that enmail ?

A | do.

Q Did you understand this thanks to be for
anyt hi ng specific?

A No. M. Engel and | started working at the
Depart nent when we were summer |aw interns back in 1998.

So |'ve known M. Engel for a very long tinme. He served in
t he Bush Adm ni stration, W Bush Adm nistration, and | was
an AUSA in the Bush Administration and we al so served in

the Trunp Admi nistration. So we have a little bit of
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history in the Departnent, and so | think -- | read that as
M. Engel just saying farewell since | am |l eaving and
didn't read any nore into that other than just a kind note
to say farewel | .

Q kay. So is it accurate to say then that you
had not interacted wth M. Engel in regards to any Georgi a
el ection fraud allegations or this tension with the
Presi dent ?

A That's correct. | have not had dealings with
himat all related to the election issue.

Q Ckay. Thank you. And then also in response to
your resignation, M. Donoghue enailed you the next day to
call you a class act. D d you understand this phrase to be
for anything specific?

A | took it as just nmy general note to the U S
Attorney comunity and ny col |l eagues. | knew that there
were a | ot of folks doing the right thing, follow ng the
rule of law and defending it. And so | was telling them
that | support themand | want themto stay because that's
what our country and the Departnent requires.

And | think M. Donoghue, given his history with the
Departnment, he's a |longtine AUSA prior to becom ng U S
Attorney, | think he liked the nessage that | sent to the
rest of the conmunity.

Q And then on January 4th when you officially
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submtted your resignation, were you aware of any evidence
or credible allegations of w despread el ection fraud
sufficient to affect the results of the 2020 el ection in
Geor gi a?

A | was not aware of any evidence that indicated
w despread fraud or anything that would affect the actual
result of the election in Ceorgia.

M. Charlet. GCkay. |I'Il turn it back over to you,
Sar a.

Ms. Zdeb. Geat. | think |I have about three or four
mnutes left inthis round. And | wll try to stick to
t hat .

BY Ms. ZDEB

Q One unrel ated question | just wanted to nmake
sure to close the loop on. You had said at sone point
earlier in our discussion when you were discussing the
bal | ot shredding allegations that were subsequently brought
to M. Christine's attention the day after he assuned the
role as acting U S. Attorney, | think you had said you had
previ ously been made aware of those allegations by way of a
conversation with a state senator.

Coul d you tell us who that state senator was?

A It's Bill Ligon, L-i-g-o0-n.

Q Thank you. Junping to -- | think you said it

was either on or around Decenber 30th when M. Donoghue
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called you with essentially a heads-up that Jeffrey d ark
was pursuing the plan that M. Donoghue referred to as bat
shit crazy, he said -- or you indicated that he told you
that M. Cark or the President mght call you directly and
that neither the President nor M. Cark ever did reach out
to you about that particular proposal.

Did anyone else, either within the Departnent or
within the Wiite House, reach out to you about the bat shit
crazy proposal ?

A No.

Q And then finally, when it cane to this sequence
of events around January 3rd and 4th when you had these two
conversations with M. Donoghue about your resignation
just so | amclear on what you had comuni cated to
M . Donoghue about the timng and when, it sounds |ike
prior to the call you had with himon the 3rd, you had nade
hi m aware that you were planning to submt your resignation
at sonme point during the first week of January after the
Georgia Senate runoff, is that correct?

A Yes, that's correct.

Q And because it sounds |ike during that call on
the 3rd he, M. Donoghue, asked you when you planned to
actually resign as opposed to when you planned to announce
your resignation, the fact that M. Donoghue was announci ng

that on the night -- or I"'msorry, the fact that
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M . Donoghue was asking you that on the night of the 3rd
makes ne think you had not previously comrunicated to

M . Donoghue on what date your resignation would becone

effective. |Is that correct?
A No, | told him | told himl'mgoing to stay
until the inauguration. | don't think -- you know, he may

not remenber that, but |'ve always intended to stay until
t he i nauguration because | wanted ny FAUSA to becone acting
U S. Attorney.

In effect, | didn't -- part of the reason is | felt
li ke that | eaving while there was a Senate runoff el ection
woul d send the wong nessage to the public and so | tried
to do what nornmally happens during a change in
adm ni stration, which is the new adm ni stration asks for,
by tradition, the resignation of all the U S. Attorneys.

In my case, | wanted to give two weeks' notice to
people, so that | settled on the first week of January as
the tinme that | was going to publicize that |'m | eaving
effective January 20t h.

As a matter of fact, when | first drafted the
resignation letter, | had that in there, that effective
January 20th. It was the norning of when | got the call --
on January 4th when | edited the letter to elimnate the
effective and change it to imediately and that's the

|etter | sent.
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Q Thank you.

Ms. Zdeb. And if | could beg your and ny col | eagues
on the Ranking Mrenber’s staff for just a little bit of
I ndul gence, | have nmaybe two or three final very quick
guestions and then | think that may be it for our side. So
If I could just wap those up right now.

M. Flynn-Brown. Sara, | think that's fine. Wen you
say wap it up for your side, are you talking about for
this round or do you want to do another round after this?
What's your plan? And we can go offline and tal k about
this if you would |ike to.

Ms. Zdeb. Yeah. Wy don't we go off the record for
just a second.

M. Flynn-Brown. Ckay.

(Di scussion off the record.)

Ms. Zdeb. We can go back on the record.

BY MS. ZDEB

Q So | understand you to be saying, M. Pak, that
at sone point before January 3rd, when you had this
conversation late at night with M. Donoghue, you had
conmmuni cated to himboth that you expected to tender your
resignation at sone point shortly after the runoff the
first week of January and that you told himthat you were
planning to actually resign at the conclusion of the

President's term
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s that a fair summary of what you just expl ai ned?

A Yes.

Q And so is it also fair to say that you had not
told M. Donoghue, prior to that late night call on January
3rd, that you were intending either to tender your
resignation or to actually resign the very next day on
January 4t h?

A |"msorry, can you rephrase that, M. Zdeb?

Q You had not told M. Donoghue, prior to that
conversation on January 3rd, that you were intending both
to submt and to actually resign as of the very next day,
January 4th, is that correct?

A Yes, that's correct. | did not say that to
hi m

Q You alluded to a second discussion with
M. Donoghue early in the norning on January 4th as you
were headed into the office to nake your announcenent, and
| think you told us that during that conversation, you
asked M. Donoghue again for an explanation about why you
were being asked to resign early and you said that
M . Donoghue told you sonething to the effect of the
President did not believe you were -- or I'msorry, the
Presi dent believed you were, quote, not doing enough.

Did you have sone understanding of -- or sone

| npressi on as to what he neant by "not doi ng enough"?
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A No. The inpression | got was that pursuing
addi ti onal cases other than outside of kind of what would
normal | y happen in these type of cases.

Now, you have to understand, M. Zdeb, from ny
perspective, | had already reported up at | east one of the
al l egations that M. President -- the President had
referred to, which is the State Farmvideo. And to ny
know edge, that was reported up to the attorney general and
|"m presum ng that the attorney general told the President
about there's nothing to those all egati ons.

So nmy perspective was that the President did not want
to believe what | reported up. And so that kind of gave
kind of context hopefully of nmy mndset. So if the
Presi dent thought that | was being ineffective, there was
really no reason for nme to continue in the role, although
di sagree maybe in his ultinmate concl usion on that.

But M. Donoghue had expl ained that the President felt
li ke | wasn't doing enough. | presune that he neans al
the other allegations that were made about the Georgia
el ection that | did not report up as to the status.

Q Understood. And | think ny final question
Is -- has to do with whatever it was that M. Donoghue
relayed to you during those two phone calls about the
President's decision to bypass your FAUSA, M. Erskine, and

I nstead go outside the |ine of succession and appoi nt
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M. Christine as acting U S. Attorney.

During either of those two phone calls with
M . Donoghue, did he convey to you that the President had
i ndicated to himsone belief that M. Christine would do
enough or would do sonething to look into the allegations
that he presumably believed you had not done enough to | ook
I nt 0?

A No, nothing specifically like that. M
recollection is M. Donoghue had relayed that M. President
had heard good things about Bobby Christine, and that was
the extent of it. So | don't think you can read anyt hi ng
nore to that, you know And | was -- you know, once -- |
knew M. Christine. W worked very closely because we were
U S Attorneys in the sane state. But | knew he was --
he's a mlitary person and he knows the chain of command.
And frankly 1've |l ooked at it as he was stuck in a very
difficult place.

| had reported to himthat we | ooked and there was no
substance to the allegations of election fraud. And |
believe it was reported that he found the sane. But he's
an honorabl e man who was stuck in a very difficult spot and
SO -- but | knew that he would do the right thing given the
evidence. | was very confident in himtaking over,
al though it was highly unusual and very disruptive to the

of fice.
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Ms. Zdeb. Thank you. Wth that, it is 1:34 and we
can go off the record.

(Di scussion off the record.)

Ms. Zdeb. It's 1:38. W can go back on the record
and I will turn it back to ny coll eagues on Senat or
Grassley's staff.

M. Flynn-Brown. Thank you very mnuch.

BY MR FLYNN- BROMN:

Q And thank you again, M. Pak. So I had a
coupl e of audio issues in that past round and |'mgoing to
ask you a couple of questions you nay have answered
already. | apologize. So just bear with ne.

So with respect to your resignation, what day did you
start thinking about potentially resigning? And | believe
you had nentioned the thought process began before the
special election. |Is there a precise date?

A Leaving the office after the change in
adm ni stration?

Q Yes, sir.

A No, | was thinking about that, after the

general election when it | ooked Iike the President had | ost

that | was going to transition out early the next year. In

terms of making it public that | was going to vacate the
office, | think that's probably what you were | ooking at,

It was right -- | started making public ny intentions the

113
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Christmas week in the final week of Decenber.

Q And then you were offered a senior role at the
Departnment by M. Donoghue? They wanted to try to help you
out? Did | hear that correctly?

A That's what he said. | declined that. It cane
up in the context of that the President -- the -- did not
want ne to have the title, U S Attorney. So | had to --

Q Do you know what -- |'msorry, go ahead.

A | don't know. | don't know. He just offered
sone role in the Departnent for three weeks whenever |
woul d transition out, and | told himno thanks.

Q Ckay. So it was your inpression, then, that it
was the President's inpression that you weren't being
aggressi ve enough with respect to investigating and
review ng these election fraud and crine-rel ated
all egations. |Is that an accurate summary?

A VWll, | don't know what he was thinking but the
| npression | got was he was not satisfied with the
Departnent's response to the allegations that were being
made.

Q It was possible then that the President could
have been m sinformed about DQJ's efforts and quite
possi bly your efforts with respect to investigating these
types of election allegations?

A | think that is possible, yes.
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Q So is it accurate to say, then, that if you
didn't resign right away, you were not 100 percent sure
whet her or not you would be fired or not?

A Ch, no, it was a | ogical conclusion that |
woul d be fired.

Q 100 percent?

A The conversation that was relayed to ne by
M. Donoghue was that the President wanted to fire ne. He
wanted nme gone. Those are the words. And it was either
M . Donoghue or soneone el se brought up the idea that since
| was going to submt ny letter of resignation that week,
why don't you -- don't fire sonmebody who is going to
resign. Just accept the resignation early. That was the
term

Q (kay. |I'mgoing to read to you -- and | can
send this to counsel if you want it in front of you because
this was not an exhibit that we had provided to you guys,
so I'"'mgoing to read you a paragraph. And again, if your
counsel wants a hard copy, we can email it to you but it's
a paragraph. The title is: Statenent by Press Secretary
Jen Psaki on the Departnent of Justice Leak |Investigation
Policy. And I'mgoing to read you the paragraph and if you
want a hard copy, we'll send it to you.

June 5th, 2021. "As appropriate, given the

I ndependence of the Justice Departnent in specific crimnal
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cases, no one at the Wiite House was aware of the gag order
until Friday night. Wile the Wiite House does not
intervene in crimnal investigations, the issuing of
subpoenas for the records of reporters in |eak
I nvestigations is not consistent with the President's
policy direction to the Departnment, and the Departnent of
Justice has reconfirmed it will not be used noving
forward."

Wuld you like me to email that or is the paragraph

sufficient?

A | guess it depends on what the question is.

Q Ckay. Fair enough.

A -- gist of it.

Q Fair enough. So ny question to you, then, sir,

I's would you agree that any President of the United States
has a simlar authority to ensure the Departnment and its
conponents have the right policy with respect to
I nvestigating and review ng voter fraud and el ection crine
al | egations?
A | woul d agree that the President has that duty.
Q So you had testified earlier -- and | don't
want to m scharacterize this so if this isn't what you
said, just let nme know. But | believe you testified
earlier that with respect to all the data, all the voter

fraud all egations that the President had read about and
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that were public relating to 2020, the 2020 el ection, that
It was not unreasonable for himto have concerns regarding,
you know, conplaints, reports of crines, things of that
nat ure.

So ny question to you is, did President Trunp's
forward-| eaning posture with respect to investigating
el ection fraud and crinme-rel ated i ssues have an i npact on
how DQJ and FBI investigated those clains, or would DQJ and
FBI have done what they did regardl ess of President Trunp?

A Vll, first of all, | think your question asks
nme, based on -- you're asking ne to assunme what the
Presi dent knows or believes. And so based on that, if a
person woul d believe what's being reported, is it an
unr easonabl e position to take, and ny guess is if he reads
about all these allegations and really doesn't look into
It, | guess you have a perception that there is a | ot of
fraud out there, right? | think the evidence is contrary,
at least fromny district, that it wasn't.

But the question, | think, if |I heard you correctly,
M. Brown, is does the President get to kind of set that
policy of enforcenent or does the Departnent -- are they
I ndependent of that? | think the President does get to
kind of dictate the policy, but |I think the policy is an
i nformed, kind of based on history of the best practices to

go about doing that.
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The policy is based on generally the appearance that
t he Departnent nay have an inpact on the outcone of an
el ection one way or the other. W don't want to be that
factor. And while | understand that you want to have a
forward-leaning policy, | think it has to be carefully
bal anced.

And as far as | know, at |east the way we approached
It was we followed the directive but we did it with a
careful balancing of all the interests in the existing
pol i cy.

Q Understood. Thank you for that explanation.

So with respect to, then, Trunp's forward-I|eaning
posture with respect to 2020 and investigating all these
al l egations, did that have any positive inpact on DQJ and
FBI or, you know, would the Justice Departnent and FBlI have
I nvestigated these allegations and done these actions
absent Trunp's forward-| eani ng posture?

A Hi storically, based on ny experience with the
Departnent, they do investigate. It's really a matter of
timng, right? | think the President and the attorney
general wanted to | et people know -- |et the Departnent
know that you can in fact, in limted circunstances, do
overt acts and certain investigative steps before the final
certification of election.

But in normal due course in ny previous experience as
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an AUSA, | do know that the FBI and the Departnent of
Justice do follow up on the allegations of election fraud
after it's been certified. So |l think it's really a
guestion of timng and not whether or not the Depart nent
woul d conpletely ignore these allegations. | don't think
they ignore it. They do track it down. [It's a matter of
when they do it.

Q Understood. So with respect to Bobby
Christine, do you believe that he was capabl e of managi ng
your office after you left?

A Yes. | nmean, | know Bobby personally and al so
In a professional setting. He's been in the mlitary and |
found himto be a very conscientious deci sion-naker, and so
| didn't have any doubts that he woul d manage the office
appropriately.

Q So then you didn't have any concerns about his
ability to lead and get the job done then, is that correct?

A | did have concern because of the unorthodox
way in which he was appointed to be acting U S. Attorney.
| do think that people would have a | ot of questions about
why is it that he is comng in instead of nmy FAUSA, which
is the normal course. | think the unorthodox nature
probably hindered himfrom you know, having credibility
with the office immediately. It adds a | ot of questions.

And the other thing that M. Christine kind of did was
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to bring sone of his AUSAs into the office, which | think
did not sit well with the career prosecutors that are in
the U S. Attorney's Ofice in the Northern District given
the fact that ny former office is about five tinmes as |arge
as the Southern District of Georgia and at | east as
sophisticated in terns of types of cases and qualifications
of AUSAs. So | didn't think that that was -- that noved
the ball forward in terns of helping himtransition into

t he role.

Q | see. So how nmany additional people did he
bring with hin®

A Based on ny call with M. Christine during the
transition call on the day, | think he was bringing two
AUSAs for election-related investigations, and then I think
hi s FAUSA was invol ved but he was going to run the day to
day of the Southern District of Georgia.

Q Ckay. So at the end of the day, though, you
felt that M. Christine had a | eadership ability and
quality and was ethically sound and woul d be able to
performthe job ably?

A | didn't have any other -- | didn't have any
reason to doubt that, yes.

Q So then with respect to the President's opinion
that, you know, he had sonme concerns about how possibly DQJ

and you were running these types of investigation-related
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reviews and that he wanted your resignation, you know,
that's -- you would agree that that is the President's
prerogative, is that correct?

A Yes. | served at the pleasure of the
Presi dent .

M. Flynn-Brown. So right now | don't have any
addi tional questions. | don't know if ny coll eague does or
not but M. Pak, | want to thank you for your tine today
and for your service to country.

Sara, | have two things | want to introduce into the
record.

M. Pak, these have nothing to do with asking you for
a comment. |I'mjust going to insert two press rel eases
into the record.

| don't know what exhibit we're on but we'll take care
of that after the fact, | believe.

So the first press release is from January 6, 2021.
This is from Senator Grassley's office. The title is
Grassley: Anerica nust be better than this.

And the second press release is on the sane day,
January 6, 2021. And the title is Grassley's Statenent on
El ectoral College Certification.

So at this time | think, unless there is an additional
round, that m ght be the end of ny questioning. But sir, |

want to thank you for your service to your country and |
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really appreciate your tine today. So thank you.

M. Pak. Thank you.

M. Blunmenthal. M. Pak, if | can just add a word on
behal f of the Commttee, ny coll eagues on the Judiciary
Commttee, greatly appreciate your appearing voluntarily.
As you nmay have noticed, |'ve been on for the entire cal
and | think your cooperation has been very hel pful and
t hank you very nuch for your service.

As a fornmer United States Attorney for Connecti cut,
quite a while ago, and having said that that was the best
job I ever had, | know that you probably m ss your service
in the Departnent and | thank you for that service.

M. Pak: Thank you.

Ms. Zdeb. And unless M. Charlet has anything el se on
his end, and he wll nmaybe shake his head yes or no
I ndi cate one way or the other -- that's a no -- | also have
nothing further and so wth that, M. Pak, | wanted to add
ny thanks to ny col |l eagues' thanks for your willingness to
appear voluntarily, for your tinme this norning. W very
much appreciate it.

And unl ess you have anything else at this point, |
t hi nk we can conclude this interview and go off the record
at 1:52 p.m

(Whereupon, at 1:52 p.m, the taking of the instant

i nterview ceased.)
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