
August 4, 2021

The Honorable Dick Durbin The Honorable Chuck Grassley
Chair Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate United States Senate
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley:

We write to voice our enthusiastic support for the nomination of Jennifer Sung to the United
States Circuit Court for the Ninth Circuit, and urge her swift confirmation.

We represent more than 240 Skadden Foundation Fellows (“Skadden Fellows”) -- a diverse
group of public service lawyers whose members include attorneys in private practice,
government lawyers, legal academics, legal services lawyers, and attorneys at not-for-profit
organizations. We unanimously agree that Ms. Sung has the skills, temperament and integrity
that will make her a tremendous asset to the federal appellate bench. Her confirmation would
also further President Biden’s important and welcome priority of broadening the diversity and
range of professional backgrounds represented in the federal judiciary. She would be just the
third Asian American woman to serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals, and one of only a very few
labor and employment lawyers who have represented workers to sit on the federal bench.

The Skadden Fellowship is a two-year fellowship that offers lawyers at the beginning of their
careers the opportunity to pursue the practice of public interest law on a full-time basis and
whose guiding principle is to improve legal services for the poor and promote economic
independence. Ninety percent of Skadden Fellows continue careers in public service after their
fellowships. Skadden Fellow alumni maintain a strong communal network to support one
another in public interest work throughout their careers.

Ms. Sung is an exceptionally talented lawyer and dedicated public servant who will serve the
Court of Appeals well as a champion of justice and the rule of law. Since 2017, she has been in
public service after being appointed to Oregon’s Employment Relations Board where she has
adjudicated cases and administered the statutes within the board’s jurisdiction. As a member of
the Employment Relations Board, Ms. Sung has earned a reputation for fairness and
even-handedness, and for being a thoughtful and collegial adjudicator who authors
well-reasoned decisions. Her service on the board, which involves reviewing case records and
making decisions as a member of a panel, is similar to the role that an appellate judge plays.



That experience and the temperament that Ms. Sung has demonstrated as a member of the Board
will prepare her well for serving on the Court of Appeals.

Ms. Sung began her legal career as a law clerk on the Ninth Circuit in Seattle for the
distinguished Judge Betty Binns Fletcher, gaining a familiarity with the duties of an appellate
judge and with the court on which she has now been nominated to serve. Next she was selected
from among hundreds of promising law graduates across the nation to receive one of
approximately thirty Skadden Fellowships, allowing her to work as a staff attorney at New York
University’s Brennan Center for Justice. At the Brennan Center, Ms. Sung specialized in labor
and employment law and policy, supporting efforts to raise living standards for low-wage
workers, and participating in litigation defending such policies when challenged in court.

She later worked as an associate at San Francisco’s Altshuler Berzon, one of the nation’s leading
labor and employment litigation firms, with an extensive practice in the Ninth Circuit, and then
as an associate and later a partner at Portland, Oregon’s McKanna Bishop and Joffe, where she
gained further extensive litigation experience.

In all of these capacities, Ms. Sung has demonstrated the legal acumen, judgment, and dedication
necessary to serve as an outstanding judge on the Ninth Circuit. In addition to her personal
integrity, temperament and excellence, the experience she will bring as a labor adjudicator and
employment law specialist who has represented workers throughout her career will expand the
range of professional diversity so critical to the decision-making of a bench as important as the
Ninth Circuit. In this and other ways, Ms. Sung will play an important role in broadening the
range of experiences represented on the Court of Appeals to ensure that it reflects the rich
diversity of our nation.

We urge the Committee to promptly review Ms. Sung’s nomination and vote to advance her
appointment, so that the full Senate can confirm her to the Court of Appeals.

Thank you for your consideration of our views. We would be delighted to provide any additional
information that would be helpful or to answer any questions that the Committee may have.

Respectfully submitted,

*References to organizations, law firms, law schools, or other institutions are for identification
purposes only and do not constitute endorsements by those entities

  Sabrina Adler, ChangeLab Solutions
Nisha Agarwal, International Refugee Assistance Project
Galen Arkush Ages
Tamar Anna Alexanian
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Monica Andrade-Fannon
Dr. Sean Arthurs
Allyson Bain
Natasha Baker
Hugh Baran, National Employment Law Project
Meg Barnette
Eric Baudry
Juan Bedoya
Jordan Berger
Karen Berman, Start Early
Flor Bermudez, Salgado, Peralta & Bermudez, PA
Molly Biklen
Brian Blalock
Sara Block, Ascend Justice
Susanna Booth
Sarah Brafman
Samuel T. Brandao, Tulane Civil Rights and Federal Practice Clinic
Ray Brescia, Albany Law School
Molly Broderick
Emily Brown, Advocates for Basic Legal Equality
Akilah Browne
Lauren Burke, Camp Equity
Jason A. Cade, University of Georgia Law School
Mischelle Causey-Drake
Stephen Cha-Kim
Paige Chan, Seneca Family of Agencies
Michelle (Minju) Cho, ACLU of Northern California
Eunice Cho, American Civil Liberties Union
Anne L. Clark, Vladeck, Raskin & Clark, P.C.
Sarah Colby
Maia Cole
Scott Colom, District Attorney, 16th Circuit MS
Rebekah Cook-Mack, Levy Ratner, P.C.
Elizabeth B. Cooper, Fordham Law School
Ruth S. Cusick, Collective for Liberatory Lawyering
Geoffrey Davenport
Dania Davy, Federation of Southern Cooperatives / Land Assistance Fund
Anna Deknatel
Madeline deLone
Meredith Desautels
Benjamin Diehl
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Katherine Dix
Ingrid Eagly, UCLA School of Law
Autumn M. Elliott, Disability Rights California
Laura L. Faer
Oriana Farnham
Matthew A. Feigin, Katsky Korins LLP
Prof. Kara R. Finck, University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School
Aaron J. Fischer, Law Office of Aaron J. Fischer
Jen Flory, Western Center on Law & Poverty
Akiva Freidlin
Melissa Friedman, The Legal Aid Society
Tom Fritzsche, Milk with Dignity Standards Council
Kate Frucher, The Clean Fight
Dora Galacatos, Fordham Law School Feerick Center for Social Justice
Ilana B. Gelfman
Charlie Gerstein, Gerstein Harrow LLP
Mary Giliberti, Mental Health America
Audrey Gilliam, Northwest Immigrant Rights Project
Cynthia Godsoe, Brooklyn Law School
Megan Golden
Leigh Goodmark, University of Maryland Carey School of Law
Raj Goyle, CEO, Bodhala; Former Kansas State Representative
Kati Griffith, Cornell ILR
Elizabeth Gyori
Jim Halpert
Andrew Hammond, University of Florida Levin College of Law
Jonathan Harris, LMU Loyola Law School
David Hausman
John He, Public Justice
Kelly Head
Margaret Healy, Feerick Center Advisory Board, Fordham Law School
Sarah Hess, Legal Council for Health Justice
Brian Highsmith
Jaribu Hill, Mississippi Workers’ Center for Human Rights
Jennifer Hill, Advocacy Partners Team
Scott Hochberg
Michael Hollander
Sarah Hudson-Plush
Peter Huelster, Mobilization for Justice, Inc.
Alvaro M. Huerta, National Immigration Law Center
Mark Humowiecki, Camden Coalition of Healthcare Providers
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Jess Hunter-Bowman
Andrew Imparato, Disability Rights California
Kara N. Ingelhart, Lambda Legal Defense & Education Fund, Inc.
Alesdair Ittelson, interACT: Advocates for Intersex Youth
Caroline Jackson
Omar C. Jadwat
Mahroh Jahangiri
Alan Jenkins, Harvard Law School
Elizabeth A. Johnston
Elizabeth Jordan, Make the Road NY
Ysabel Jurado, Bet Tzedek Legal Services
Riyaz Kanji, Kanji & Katzen  PLLC
Nisha Kashyap
Michael Kaufman, ACLU of Southern California
Martha J. Kegel
Heather Kendall, Native American Rights Fund
Corene Kendrick, ACLU National Prison Project
Tanya Kessler
Kathleen Kim, LMU Loyola Law School, Los Angeles
Healy Ko
Joshua Konecky, Schneider Wallace Cottrell Konecky LLP
Lauren Koster
Mariana Kovel
Susan Kraham, Columbia Law School
Elizabeth Kristen, Legal Aid at Work
Jesse Krohn
Patrice H. Kunesh, Native American Rights Fund
Margaret Kuzma, Attorney, Veterans Legal Clinic, Legal Services Center of Harvard Law
School
Sarah Lakhani, Immigrant Legal Resource Center
Rachael Langston, Legal Aid at Work
Molly Lao
Christopher M. Lapinig
Anika Singh Lemar, Yale Law School
Elizabeth Letcher
Jennifer Light, City College of New York
Shirley Lin, Elisabeth Haub School of Law
Karen Usselman Lindell, University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School
Minsu Longiaru
Kristin Greer Love
Kathy Lu
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Erin Dougherty Lynch, Native American Rights Fund
Mark Malaspina
Javier N. Maldonado
Ellie Margolis, Temple University, Beasley School of Law
Cynthia Mark
Jonathan Markovitz
Terry A. Maroney, Vanderbilt Law School
Jack Marth, Part of the Solution (POTS)
Elizabeth Mazur, Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym, Ltd
Michelle Kaplan McAndrew, Atticus Recruiting
Angela McNair Turner
Molly S. McUsic
Adam Meyers
Laval Miller-Wilson, Pennsylvania Health Law Project
Linda Morris
Shayla Myers
Amy Myers, Washington College of Law
Lindsay Nash, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law
Eliana Navarro Gracian
Jesse Newmark, Centro Legal de la Raza
Michael Ng, Kobre & Kim
Patricia Nix-Hodes, Chicago Coalition for the Homeless
John Nolte
Charlotte Noss, National Employment Law Project
Erin O'Donohue
Catherine A. O'Malley, K.O. Strategies
Jared Odessky, Legal Aid at Work
Sue L. Pak
Albert Pak
Sarah Parady, Lowrey Parady Lebsack, LLC
Mark Pearce
Jason Pedraza, Education Law Center
Pilar Jan Penn, CitizenEd, Inc.
Clark M. Peters, University of Missouri
Ben Polk, The International Legal Foundation
Lillian Howard Potter, WilmerHale LLP
Emanuel Powell III
Margarita Prieto
Gillian Quandt
Devi M. Rao
Casey Raymond
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Kevin S. Reed, Vice President and General Counsel, University of Oregon
Elizabeth Riles
Satcha Robinson
Rachel Rosenberg
Alexa Rosenbloom
Kathleen Rubenstein
Catherine Ruckelshaus, National Employment Law Project
Dustin Saldarriaga
Vivek Sankaran, Clinical Professor, University of Michigan Law School
Daniel Saver
Jeffrey Selbin, UC Berkeley School of Law
Vicky Selkowe
Nicholas Sheehan
Robert K. Silverman
Amy Sinden, Temple University School of Law
Priy Sinha
Prof. Anita Sinha, American University Washington College of Law
Jordana Siracusa, LA County Public Defender
Rachel Smit, Fair Work, P.C.
Evan Smith, AppalReD Legal Aid
McGregor Smyth, New York Lawyers for the Public Interest`
Lisa Snead
Julia Solorzano
Paul Sonn, National Employment Law Project
Evette Soto-Maldonado, Bronx Surrogate's Court
Pedro Spivakovsky-Gonzalez
David Steib
Sasha Stern, Children's Law Center
Sarah Stevenson, Innovative Housing, Inc.
Eve Stotland
Cassandra Stubbs
James M. Talbert-Slagle
Christopher J. Tan, NYC Administration for Children's Services
Michael Tan, ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project
Monica Teixeira de Sousa, New England Law | Boston
Bonita Tenneriello
David B. Thronson, Michigan State University College of Law
Matt VanWormer
Iva Velickovic
Solangel Verde
Julie Veroff
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Aisa Villarosa, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts
Stacey Violante Cote
J. Eli Wade-Scott, Edelson PC
Shira Wakschlag
Amy Walters, Legal Aid Justice Center
Rebecca Walters, Ayuda
Heather Way, The University of Texas School of Law
Kate Webster, Refugee Law Office, Legal Aid Ontario
Hannah Weinberger-Beder
Jennifer Weiser Bezoza, United States Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights
Brandon Weiss, Washington College of Law
Victoria Wenger
Geoffrey Wertime
Kimberly West-Faulcon, Loyola Law School Los Angeles
Alison Wheeler, Bartlit Beck LLP
Vic Wiener
Andrew Williams
Emily Wilson
Michael J. Wishnie, Yale Law School
Patrick Wojahn, Mayor, City of College Park, MD
Cynthia L. Wolken
Kath Xu
Larken Yackulic
Karen Kithan Yau, Kakalec Law PLLC
Emily Rong Zhang
Theresa Zhen
Joy Ziegeweid, Urban Justice Center Domestic Violence Project
Allison Zimmer
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