CIm OHIO ACCESS TO
JUSTICE FOUNDATION

Officers

JENNIFER E. DAY

President

Ohio Treasurer’s Office
PAULA BOGGS MUETHING
Vice President

City of Cincinnati

MARY AMOS AUGSBURGER
Treasurer

Ohio State Bar Association
HON. HOWARD H. HARCHA Il
Secretary

Scioto County Court of Common Pleas
KIMBERLY C. SHUMATE

Past President
The Ohio State University

ANN S. BERGEN

The Law Offices of Ann S. Bergen
SALLY W. BLOOMFIELD

Bricker & Eckler LLP

VALLIE T. BOWMAN-ENGLISH
Toledo Municipal Court

STEPHEN R. BUCHENROTH
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP -
Retired

STUART F. CUBBON

Cubbon & Associates Co., L.P.A.
CHRISTOPHER J. DAVEY

The Davey Group

SUSAN M. DIMICKELE

National Church Residences

HON. MATTHEW J. DOLAN

The Ohio Senate

MATTHEW J. DONAHUE

Office of Ohio Governor Mike DeWine
WILLIAM D. DOWLING

Dowling Mediation

DEAN LEE I. FISHER
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law
SCOTT T. GREENWOOD
Attorney at Law

HON. CHERYL L. GROSSMAN

Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors
JONATHAN HOLLINGSWORTH
Hollingsworth & Washington
HON. WILLIAM A. KLATT

Tenth District Court of Appeals
DAVID A. KUTIK

Case Western Reserve University
School of Law

Jones Day - Retired

GARY J. LEPPLA

Leppla Associates, Ltd.

SHERYL C. MAXFIELD

Ohio Department of Commerce

G. SCOTT MCCOMB

Heartland Bank

Heartland BancCorp

JOHN B. PINNEY

Graydon

RICHARD W. POGUE

Jones Day

BRENDA L. RINEHART

Office of Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost
HON. D.J. SWEARINGEN

Ohio House of Representatives

P. KELLY TOMPKINS
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law
Dix & Eaton

KATHLEEN M. TRAFFORD

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP
REV. DARYL WARD

Omega Baptist Church - Retired
WILLIAM K. WEISENBERG

Ohio State Bar Association - Retired
HON. RICHARD P. WRIGHT
Licking County Common Pleas Court
TIMOTHY YOUNG

Office of the Ohio Public
Defender

Liaison
HON. MELODY J. STEWART
Supreme Court of Ohio

Ex Officio

STEVEN J. MCGARRITY
Community Legal Aid Services
COLLEEN P. ROSSHIRT
Supreme Court of Ohio

Emeritus
THOMAS V. CHEMA
The Gateway Group
HON. BEN E. ESPY
Ben Espy Co. LLC
JOSEPH L. MAS
Attorney at Law
HON. JAMES M. PETRO
Attorney at Law
DAVID C. WEINER
Attorney at Law

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL
June 17, 2022

The Honorable Dick Durbin The Honorable Chuck Grassley

Chair Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

711 Hart Senate Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley,

It is my distinct honor to write in support of Rachel Bloomekatz's
nomination to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. | have
known Rachel since 2013 when she successfully represented an Ohio
juvenile who had been sentenced to a 112-year prison term in violation
of the Eighth Amendment, as established by Graham v. Florida, 560
U.S. 48,130S.Ct. 2011, 176 L.Ed.2d 825 (2010). Rachel’s
representation of Brandon Moore typifies her work in the legal system.
She is a brilliant lawyer, both as a litigator and as an appellate attorney.
| had the privilege, in that case, to talk with Rachel as her argument
developed and to review her final brief. That early work reflects the
exceptional standard in thinking, writing, and oral advocacy which
Rachel upholds in all of her work. Rachel is dedicated to justice and to
the principles embodied in the Constitution, committing her time,
effort, and legal acumen to both paying and pro bono clients.

Rachel and | have remained in regular contact since 2013, as she is a
critical and reliable voice to whom | turn for counsel and ideas on
expanding equity and justice. From her leadership in the American
Constitution Society through her service as a board member of Jewish
Family Services, Rachel is immersed in both the legal community and
the social services community and is actively engaged in pursuing
justice for all. Rachel's work and commitments reflect not only her
dedication to the Constitution, but also to the inherent and equal value
of all people, irrespective of party, employment, or economic class.

Rachel is a counselor and a thought-partner in efforts to expand access
to counsel and to increase equity in the justice system. In addition to
her brilliant legal mind, Rachel is one of the genuinely good people in
the world with whom collaborations are creative, expansive,
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actionable, and satisfying. As noted above, she is engaged in her
community, in her faith, and in the greater body politic. She is also
kind and trustworthy.

In my position as the Executive Director of Ohio’s Access to Justice
Foundation, | am privy to a significant amount of information which is
relevant to decision making, but confidential. Again, Rachelis a
trusted and relied upon advisor. Based on my years of experience with
Rachel, | am resolute that she is a champion for all Americans.

She is a brilliant, thoughtful, intentional, conscientious, and empathetic
lawyer. Rachel embodies everything that an advocate for the justice
community could hope for in a U.S. circuit judge. Rachel has the
intellect, commitment, talent, and empathy that distinguish great
jurists.

| am happy to discuss Rachel and her candidacy further at your
convenience.

Thank you for your time and attention. | sincerely support and
encourage Rachel’s nomination to serve as a judge on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.

Sincerely,

Angela M. Lloyd
Executive Director
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