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June 19, 2026 

 

The Honorable Chuck Grassley 

Chairman 

The Honorable Dick Durbin 

Ranking Member 

Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Durbin: 

 

On behalf of the National Narcotic Officers' Associations' Coalition (NNOAC), we write to express our 

support for the nomination of Kosta Ligris to serve as Assistant Attorney General for the Office of 

Justice Programs (OJP). 

 

NNOAC's support is based on Mr. Ligris's commitment to ensuring OJP remains responsive to the needs 

of state, local, tribal, and territorial criminal justice agencies. We appreciate his willingness to engage 

directly with the law enforcement community and his recognition that OJP's success depends on 

maintaining strong partnerships with the practitioners and agencies it serves. 

 

The Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (Byrne JAG) Program remains NNOAC's top 

federal funding priority and the most important federal grant program supporting multi-jurisdictional 

law enforcement efforts. Byrne JAG provides flexible resources that allow state and local agencies to 

investigate, disrupt, and dismantle drug trafficking organizations and other serious criminal enterprises. 

We appreciate Mr. Ligris's understanding of the program's importance and his commitment to 

preserving Byrne JAG's original purpose of supporting frontline law enforcement efforts and addressing 

the most pressing public safety challenges facing our communities. 

 

We believe Mr. Ligris will bring a thoughtful, stakeholder-focused approach to the position and help 

ensure OJP continues to effectively support the agencies working on the front lines of public safety. We 

respectfully urge the Committee to support his nomination. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Tony Kestner 

President 

National Narcotic Officers’ Associations’ Coalition 
 


