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June 19, 2026

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin

Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary Committee
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re:  Nomination of Matthew R. Byrne to the U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of Ohio

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Durbin:

I write to offer my personal and enthusiastic support for the nomination of Matthew R.
Byrne to serve on the United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio.

I have known Matt since he joined our law firm nearly 20 years ago, and | had the
privilege of working with him during his time with us. That experience gave me a close and
sustained view of his character, his legal ability, and his commitment to the rule of law — and |
can say without hesitation that he is exceptionally well suited for this appointment.

As a colleague at Taft, Matt distinguished himself in every respect. His intellect is
formidable, but what set him apart was the care he brought to every matter he touched. He has
the kind of legal mind that cuts through complexity without losing sight of the equities involved.
He is thorough, disciplined, and unfailingly professional — the sort of lawyer whose briefs and
analysis you read and immediately trust. Those traits did not go unnoticed by clients, partners, or
courts.

Beyond his legal skills, Matt is a person of genuine integrity, warmth, and common
sense. He approaches every situation with humility and a sincere respect for the people around
him. And he is a good person committed to his family, his faith, and his community. Those
qualities are not incidental to his fitness for the bench — they are central to it. A federal judge
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must command the confidence of litigants, counsel, and the public alike. Matt Byrne does that
naturally. He listens carefully, reasons fairly, and explains his thinking in ways that reflect deep
respect for the importance of the issues before him.

His service on the Ohio Twelfth District Court of Appeals has only confirmed what those
of us at Taft already knew. | have followed his work on the court with admiration. He
approaches cases with intellectual rigor and a fidelity to the text and structure of the law that is
exactly what one hopes to find in a federal judge. The Southern District of Ohio will be well
served by his presence on the bench. I urge the Committee to support his confirmation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,
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W. Stuart Dornette
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP





