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June 16, 2026 

 
 
The Honorable Chuck Grassley 
Chair, Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
135 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Dick Durbin 
Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
711 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
 
Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Durbin: 
 

I am pleased to offer my strong recommendation for Judge Matthew R. Byrne for 
appointment as United States District Judge for the Southern District of Ohio. Mr. Byrne 
brings to this opportunity substantial experience, exceptional leadership, and a clear 
commitment to disciplined public service. 

In his position as a Twelfth District Court of Appeals judge for the State of Ohio, Mr. 
Byrne is widely regarded as prepared, knowledgeable, and professional in all settings—
qualities essential to the fair and efficient administration of justice. His past and current 
duties – including that of administrative judge and presiding judge – not only 
demonstrate his readiness for the federal role, but also underscore the judgment, 
decisiveness, and responsibility expected of a federal district judge. 

Equally important, Mr. Byrne has significantly contributed to the profession through 
speaking events and public ceremonies, student group engagement, and participation in 
State judicial associations. His activity in the local community is sincere, admirable, and 
signifies his greater dedication to public service.  



 
 

In my judgment, Mr. Byrne fully meets and exceeds the qualifications for a United States 
District Judge. His character and credentials are above reproach. He possesses the 
diligence, judicial temperament and character, and administrative skill required for this 
demanding position. I am confident that he will serve the United States District Court for 
the Southern District of Ohio and our nation with the utmost competence and integrity. I 
recommend him without reservation. 

Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 

Justice Megan E. Shanahan 
Supreme Court of Ohio 
65 South Front Street ■ Columbus, Ohio 43215-3431 
614.387.9095 (telephone) ■ Megan.Shanahan@sc.ohio.gov 
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