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SENT VIA EMAIL  
camille.varone@usdoj.gov 
 
The Honorable Charles Grassley  
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary  
United States Senate  
135 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 
The Honorable Richard Durbin  
Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary  
United States Senate  
711 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 
Re:   Recommendation for Judge Matthew Richard Byrne to Be United States District 

Judge for the Southern District of Ohio  
 
Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Durbin: 
 

I have the distinct pleasure of recommending Judge Matthew Richard Byrne for 
confirmation to the United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio.  I have 
been consistently impressed with his outstanding professionalism, high level of legal 
acumen, and practice of actively giving back to the legal community. 
 

The Supreme Court of Ohio hears appeals from the Twelfth District Court of 
Appeals, on which Judge Byrne sits.  I have reviewed countless opinions he has written 
and admire his thorough research, sound reasoning, and accessible writing style.  Put 
simply, he is a good judge, and his mastery of civil and criminal law in Ohio would serve 
him well as a federal district judge.   

 
As the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, I have the authority to assign judges to 

sit on this Court in the absence of the sitting justice.  In exercising this power, I have 
selected Judge Byrne to sit on the Supreme Court to hear six important cases.  Judge 



 
 

Byrne’s independent and thoughtful analysis of the legal issues improved our decision-
making process and resulted in opinions that helped clarify the law for Ohioans.  His 
assignment to these appeals is a testament to his knowledge of the law, strong legal 
analysis, and the esteem in which his peers in the legal community hold him.   

 
Also, I value the efforts Judge Byrne has taken to give back to the profession.  He 

was appointed to serve on the Supreme Court’s Commission on the Rules of Practice and 
Procedure, and I appreciate his leadership as current vice-chair of the commission.  He is 
active in the Ohio Judicial Conference and the Ohio Court of Appeals Judges Association, 
where he gave well regarded state constitutional law presentations.  Judge Byrne also 
recently served as the moderator of a civility panel at the Supreme Court of Ohio.  As 
important, though, he has also taken the time to speak with law students and our next 
generation of lawyers, giving them the benefit of his advice. 

 
I have known Judge Byrne for a while now, and I genuinely like him not only as a 

judge, but also as a warm and affable person.  His family and spiritual life are central to 
who he is, and that speaks as much about him as his prowess as a judge. 

 
 In conclusion, Judge Byrne possesses the requisite character, experience, skillset, 
and demeanor to make him a true credit to the judiciary and an exceptional choice for a 
federal district judgeship. Therefore, it is without hesitation that I enthusiastically and 
confidently recommend him for confirmation to the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of Ohio. 
 
 If you have any questions or wish to discuss this recommendation further, please 
do not hesitate to contact me at 614.387.9070 or Sharon.Kennedy@sc.ohio.gov.    
        
Sincerely, 
 

 
Sharon L. Kennedy 
Chief Justice 
 
SLK/bb 
 
cc:  File 

 


