The Honorable Charles E. Grassley The Honorable Richard J. Durbin

Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building Committee

Washington, DC 20510 224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Nomination of Matthew R. Byrne to the U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of Ohio

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Durbin:

We are attorneys who practiced with Judge Byrne at Taft Stettinius &
Hollister LLP, where he began his legal career, or in front of him in his service on
Ohio’s Twelfth District Court of Appeals—or both. We write today to express our
personal support of the nomination of our former colleague to serve on the United
States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio.!

Judge Byrne has had an outstanding career; one we are proud began at Taft in
2007. As our colleague, Judge Byrne proved himself to be a lawyer of unimpeachable
character, sound judgment, and unflagging kindness—traits he carried throughout
his career both in private practice and on the Court of Appeals. We are confident he
will continue to exemplify those traits on the Southern District.

The daily grind of litigation is overwhelmingly non-ideological. We litigators
simply ask for a judge who is careful in analysis, sober in judgment, and swift in
decision-making. Judge Byrne has all of these indispensable traits in abundance.
Those of us who worked with him can readily attest to his legal skill and diligent
work. And those of us who have appeared in front of him happily report that all
litigants can expect respect, a fair hearing, a quick decision, and a thorough
explanation from the bench.

The signatories to this letter come from a wide variety of political views and
practice groups. But we share admiration for our former colleague and support for
his nomination. Our firm was better for having him. So is the Court of Appeals. And
we have every confidence the Southern District will be as well.

Sincerely,

Philip D. Williamson
Partner, Appeals & Critical Motions

Robert A. Bilott
Partner, Environmental and Litigation

William E. Braff
Senior Associate, Litigation

1 This letter is not an official statement of Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP.



Beth Bryan
Partner, Litigation

Doreen Canton
Partner (Retired), Employment and Labor Relations

Spencer Cowan
Partner, Litigation

Kerry P. Hastings
Partner, Employment and Labor Relations

Ben Helwig,
Partner, Business & Real Estate

Aaron Herzig
Chair, Cincinnati Litigation Practice Group

Ralph W. Kohnen
Partner, Compliance, Investigations & White Collar Defense

Annie McClellan
Senior Associate, Appeals & Critical Motions

Julia Meister,
Partner, Litigation, Health Care, and Private Client

Michael L. Meyer
Partner, Environmental and Litigation

George D. Molinsky
Partner, Business & Finance

Russell S. Sayre
Partner, Litigation

Lynn M. Schulte
Partner, Business & Finance

Sonya Jindal Tork
Partner, Private Client, Real Estate, and Tax

Daniel R. Warnke
Partner, Litigation and Business

Chad R. Ziepfel
Partner, Compliance, Investigations & White Collar Defense

James Zimmerman
Partner-in-Charge, Cincinnati





