
 

 

January 28, 2015 

 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Chairman  
U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
224 Senate Dirksen 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
Ranking Member  
U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
151 Senate Dirksen  
Washington, D.C.  20510 

 
 
Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Leahy: 
 
 We write as members of an ad hoc group of current and former African American AmLaw 
partners and Fortune 500 general counsel to urge you to vote in favor of Loretta Lynch’s 
nomination to become the Attorney General of the United States.   
 
  We begin our analysis of U.S. Attorney Lynch’s professional pedigree with a brief recitation 
of her educational background and dedication to public service.  Ms. Lynch graduated from Harvard 
College with an A.B. cum laude in English and American Literature (1981).  Thereafter, she obtained 
her J.D. from Harvard Law School.  She spent eleven years (03/1990 – 05/2001) serving as an 
Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) in the Eastern District of New York (EDNY) and another 
6 years across two stints as the EDNY United States Attorney.  As illustrated by the sheer number 
of agencies and departments that have honored her (e.g. U.S. Secret Service, U.S. Customs Service, 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, U.S. Postal Service, U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms, U.S. Internal Revenue Service, U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, New York 
Police Department of Internal Affairs Division, and New York State Inspector General, etc.), Ms. 
Lynch’s public service proves exemplary.  Moreover, Ms. Lynch maintains a strong relationship with 
law enforcement officials, including the New York City Police Department, despite having 
successfully prosecuted one of the most notorious incidents of police brutality of her generation.  See 
United States v. Volpe, et al., 98 CR 196 (EHN).   
 

Beyond her service as the EDNY U.S. Attorney, Ms. Lynch has significant leadership 
experience within the Department of Justice.  She served as both the Vice-Chair and Chair of the 
Attorney General’s Advisory Committee where she worked closely with General Holder and the 
Deputy Attorney General to develop Department policy after consultation with her U.S. Attorney 
colleagues.  In that capacity she was one of the few deans of the U.S. Attorney community, 
mentoring many of her colleagues, given her excellent temperament and prior experience during the 
Clinton administration.  She is, in essence, a lawyer’s lawyer.   

 
 

 



 Ms. Lynch’s experience also extends to the private sector.  While at Hogan & Hartson (2002 
– 2010), she primarily counseled clients in white collar criminal defense.  That work included 
counseling clients on the increasingly important Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.  However, she also 
found time during this period (07/2005 – 07/2007) to serve as counsel to the prosecutor at the 
United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda—a pro bono service by appointment.  
In addition, she had considerable civil litigation experience taking and defending depositions and 
engaging in motions practice while at Cahill Gordon & Reindel (09/1984 – 02/1990).  This private 
sector experience in both the criminal and civil practice of law has served her well in her two stints 
as the EDNY U.S. Attorney.  It also underscores her capacity to supervise the criminal, civil, and 
other components of the vast Department of Justice.   
 

In light of her significant public and private sector experience and exceptional educational 
pedigree, we are confident that Ms. Lynch will be an able and independent Attorney General.  For 
all of the foregoing reasons, we urge you and the other Committee members to advance Ms. Lynch’s 
nomination to the full Senate so that she may be promptly confirmed.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Benjamin F. Wilson 
Managing Principali 
Beveridge & Diamond, P.C. 
 

John E. Page 
Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary 
Golden State Foods Corporation 

Frederick R. Nance 
Partner 
Squire Patton Boggs LLP 
 

Kevin J. Armstrong 
General Counsel 
DST Brokerage Solutions LLC 
 

Anthony T. Pierce 
D.C. Managing Partner 
Akin Gump Stauss Hauer & Feld LLP 
 

April Miller Boise  
Vice President, General Counsel & Corp. Secty. 
Veyance Technologies, Inc. 
 

Kwamina Thomas Williford 
Partner 
Holland & Knight 

Michael Parham 
Sr. Vice President and General Counsel 
RealNetworks, Inc. 
 

Grace E. Speights 
D.C. Co-Managing Partner 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 

Gail D. Hasbrouck 
SVP, General Counsel & Corporate Secretary 
Advocate Health Care 
 

John W. Daniels, Jr. 
Chairman Emeritus 
Quarles & Brady LLP 
 

Christopher P. Reynolds 
General Counsel and Chief Legal Officer 
Toyota North America 

Ava E. Lias-Booker 
Baltimore Managing Partner 
McGuire Woods 
 

Kevin J. Armstrong 
General Counsel 
DST Brokerage Solutions LLC 
 



Dave Carothers 
Managing Partner 
Carothers DiSante & Freudenberger LLP 

Philip G. Hampton, II 
D.C. Administrative Partner 
Haynes and Boone, LLP 
 

Maurice A. Watson 
Chairman 
Husch Blackwell LLP 

Dennis Archer 
Chairman Emeritus 
Dickinson Wright, PLLCii 
 

Erek L. Barron 
Counsel 
Whiteford Taylor & Preston 

W. Anthony Jenkins 
Member 
Dickinson Wright, PLLC 
 

Frank P. Scruggs 
Partner 
Berger Singerman LLP 

Paul W. Sweeney 
L.A. Administrative Partner 
K&L Gates 
 

Paul Lancaster Adams 
Partner 
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart 

Sherrie L. Farrell 
Member 
Dykema 
 

Richard H. Deane, Jr. 
Atlanta Partner-in-Charge 
Jones Day 

Bernard Gugar 
SVP & General Counsel 
Harpo, Inc. 
 

Damario Solomon-Simmons 
Managing Partner 
SolomonSimmmonsSharrock & Associates 

Steven Wright 
Boston Executive Partner 
Holland & Knight 

  
 
 
  
                                                 
i Please note that all titles and organizational affiliations are listed for identification purposes only.  
ii Chairman and CEO of Dennis W. Archer PLLC, former President, National Bar Association (1983-1984) and 
American Bar Association (2003-2004). 


