
May 5, 2023

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
President 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden:

As you know, the United States is facing significant workforce shortages across various industries.  
The Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that there were nearly 10 million job openings in February.1  
While early retirements, ongoing health problems in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
workplace burnout have reportedly contributed to these shortages, economists estimate that two years 
of lost immigration is responsible for nearly half of the workers missing from the labor force.2  

Congressional action to provide lawful pathways for immigrant workers is long overdue.  
Unfortunately, such action is unlikely to occur in time to meet our nation’s urgent workforce needs.  
As such, we urge you to create a parole program allowing state governments to sponsor noncitizens for
parole and work authorization in critical industries.

It is no surprise that state leaders have called for immigration reform to meet their state’s workforce 
needs.3  Without such reforms, some businesses have closed their doors.  Others have hired workers 
without authorization, leaving such workers at risk of artificially depressed wages and poor working 
conditions.  Even worse, some states have attempted to meet workforce needs by loosening child labor 
laws, potentially allowing children to work in unsafe conditions and dangerous jobs.4 

At the same time, in recent years, our nation has experienced a significant increase in migration to our 
southern border.5  Many migrants are ready, capable, and willing to meet our nation’s workforce needs.
Recent analysis demonstrates that a rebound in immigration in the last year has helped ease labor 
supply pressures.6  FWD.us recently estimated that approximately 450,000 parolees—mostly from 
Afghanistan, Ukraine, and South America—are working in industries with critical labor shortages, 
including accommodation and food services, transportation, and health care.7  
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Unfortunately, many recently arrived migrants have struggled to obtain work authorization due to legal
and logistical obstacles in our immigration system.8  Our immigration laws require an asylum seeker to
wait six months to obtain a work permit, and, due to processing times, these applications can take 
nearly a year.9  However, individuals who receive parole to enter into the United States are 
immediately eligible for work authorization.10  We understand that migrants entering through the Cuba,
Haiti, Nicaragua, and Venezuela parole program are able to obtain work authorization in a matter of 
weeks. 

The Secretary of Homeland Security has the authority to issue parole on a case-by-case basis to meet 
urgent humanitarian needs or in cases where a grant of parole would result in a significant public 
benefit to the United States.11  The Department of Homeland Security anticipates an increase in 
migrants arriving at our southern border when Title 42 is lifted on May 11.12  Many will have fled 
desperate conditions and tyrannical regimes such as those in Venezuela and Nicaragua to seek safe 
haven in the United States.  At the same time, our states are in desperate need of workers to ensure 
access to health care and to lower the costs of food for Americans.  Allowing these states to opt into a 
lawful, orderly, and efficient parole program to meet workforce needs in critical industries would 
provide an enormous public benefit to all Americans. 

We appreciate your consideration and look forward to the opportunity to work with you to implement 
this policy. 

Sincerely,

Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator

Tammy Duckworth
United States Senator

Sheldon Whitehouse
United States Senator

Mazie K. Hirono
United States Senator
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Cory A. Booker
United States Senator

Alex Padilla
United States Senator

Peter Welch
United States Senator

Robert Menendez
United States Senator

Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senator

Angus S. King, Jr.
United States Senator

Elizabeth Warren
United States Senator

John Hickenlooper
United States Senator


