
March 1, 2017

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary Majority Leader
United States Senate United States Senate
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary Minority Leader
United States Senate United States Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building 322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Grassley, Ranking Member Feinstein, Majority Leader McConnell and Minority 
Leader Schumer,

We are Democrats, Republicans, Libertarians and independents; progressives, 
conservatives and moderates; religious and non-observant; married, single and divorced; men 
and women; straight and gay. Our group includes citizens residing abroad and a U.S. resident 
holding a green card. We live in big cities, rural America and places in between. Some of us 
supported Hillary Clinton, others voted for Donald Trump, while some of us supported third-
party or write-in candidates. Some signatories believe in a more active judiciary, while others 
believe in judicial restraint. What unites us is that we attended law school with Judge Neil 
Gorsuch—a man we’ve known for more than a quarter century—and we unanimously believe 
Neil possesses the exemplary character, outstanding intellect, steady temperament, humility and 
open-mindedness to be an excellent addition to the United States Supreme Court.

From the days we first met Neil when we attended Harvard Law School to today, Neil 
Gorsuch’s decency and character have always been unmistakable. Neil’s intellectual curiosity, 
respect for divergent opinions, diversity of interests, willingness to consider all sides of an issue, 
generosity of spirit and genuine caring and interest in others have remained consistent.

Neil was a superb student who received numerous academic awards. Yet Neil was always 
interested in the views, feedback and comments of everyone in our class, regardless of their class 
standing, political philosophy or background.

This diverse group’s unanimous support for Judge Neil Gorsuch is not unique. Neil sailed 
through Senate confirmation to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit in about two
months on a voice vote in 2006, when President Bush’s other circuit nominees faced 
controversy, and even filibusters, recess appointments, the Gang of Fourteen deal and razor-thin 
confirmations. We respect and understand the hard feelings of many in the Senate given the 
election outcome and the handling of President Obama’s appointment of Judge Merrick Garland.
Yet we also hope that all Senators can appreciate that Neil Gorsuch deserves to be considered on 
his own merits; indeed, press reports have indicated that Judge Gorsuch called Judge Garland 
immediately upon receiving the nomination, a gracious and sympathetic act that is characteristic 
of the man we know.



You meet a lot of people over more than 25 years. We are privileged to have worked with 
and known people in all walks of American life, including in some cases U.S. Presidents, other 
Supreme Court Justices, Senators, Representatives, business leaders and Americans from a broad 
array of backgrounds and perspectives. With this quarter-century vantage point, we know that 
Judge Gorsuch is the real deal. His character is sterling. Judge Gorsuch is a loyal husband and 
father. You can always tell a lot about a public figure by how he or she treats people on a daily 
basis when others are not watching. The security guards, court clerks, janitors and others who 
work with Judge Gorsuch every day sing his praises. He treats them as colleagues and with 
genuine respect – and they remember and appreciate that.

Judge Neil Gorsuch is a person for all seasons. For Republicans, Neil personifies a 
disinterested philosophy that respects judicial modesty combined with compassionate 
appreciation of the lives impacted by his decisions. For Democrats, he is a reasonable, qualified, 
intelligent person who will give each case fair and impartial consideration on its merits with 
sensitivity to our nation’s history, values, aspirations and constitutional traditions. For all 
Americans, he is a person of integrity who respects the rule of law and will ensure that it applies 
equally to all.

Signed:

George Anhang
Washington, DC

James Arnone
Los Angeles, CA

Barbara Barrett
Saint Louis, MO

Christopher Bartolomucci
Washington, DC

Bradford A. Berenson
Sunapee, NH

Philip C. Berg
New York, NY

Sean M. Berkowitz
Chicago, IL

Michael Bopp
Washington, DC

Lance Bultena
Arlington, VA

Jayne P. Bultena
Arlington, VA

Paul Campos
Danville, CA

Tom Cervantez
San Francisco, CA

Adam Charnes
Dallas, TX

Edward X. Clinton
Chicago, IL

Jorge L. Contreras
Salt Lake City, UT

Gregory C. Cook
Birmingham, AL



Keith DeLeon
Ridgewood, NJ

Joel Delman
Los Angeles, CA

Christopher Edel
New York, NY

Amb. (ret.) Norman L. Eisen
Washington, DC

Jeffrey B. Ellman
Atlanta, GA

Jonathan P. Ferrando
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Kathryn Ford
Greenwich, CT

Michael Friedland
Irvine, CA

Martin W. Gitlin
Westport, CT

J. William Goodwine
Granger, IN

David H. Harper
Dallas, TX

Steven G. Heinen
Tulsa, OK

Matthew A. Kairis
Columbus, OH

Jeffrey S. King
Boston, MA

Judy Kline
Los Angeles, CA

Bob Kroll
Austin, TX

J. Michael Locke
Western Springs, IL

Thaddeus J. Malik
Elmhurst, IL

Darin P. McAtee
Brooklyn, NY

Scott S. Megregian
London, UK

Kenneth A. Mehlman
New York, NY

Moises Melendez
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Charles M. Oellermann
Columbus, OH

Janet M. Richmond
Sacramento, CA

Ellen S. Robbins
Los Angeles, CA

Carl Roth
Los Angeles, CA

William J. Ryan
Chicago, IL

Rebecca Scharf
Las Vegas, NV

J. Scott Scheper
San Diego, CA

Sara G. Schwartz
Andover, MA



Richard M. Segal
San Diego, CA

Kent Sevener
New York, NY

Daniel Slifkin
New York, NY

Douglas P. Solomon
Burlingame, CA

Adam A. Studnicki
Phoenix, AZ

Jeffrey A. Taylor
Detroit, MI

Brian Timmons
Los Angeles, CA

Nicholas Vardy
London, UK

Kenneth Vermeulen
Grand Rapids, MI

Judith Windhorst
New Orleans, LA

Jesse A. Witten
Washington, DC


