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1 there? 

2 A. I d e fi nitely didn't see him the r e , but I 

3 don 't know if he was there at any time. 

4 Q. And you were there f or 2 days. Were the 

5 Agalarovs there any l onger than you? Did they 

6 c ome before you or stay after? 

7 A. No, I actually had b een in Vegas longer 

8 b ecause I was acting also as a prelim inte rvi ewing 

9 judge , wh i ch was a coup l e o f days even earlier. 

1 0 And then t he Agalarovs arrived , and I moved into 

11 the Trump Hotel with them f or tho se 2 days. So I 

12 beli eve they stayed 2 f ull days and then left part 

1 3 of t he t hird d a y. We a ll flew b ack -- I actually 

14 fl ew back with them to New York . 

15 Q . And what is a "prelim i n t ervi ewing 

1 6 j udge " ? 

17 A. It ' s very impo rtant. It ' s a g r o up o f 

1 8 people who are put toget her to inte rvi ew t he 

1 9 cont estant s and spend days aski ng them about t heir 

20 worth , and the n present those findings -- a bit 

21 like yo ur own Commi ttee -- t o the judges a t the 

22 end who decide on who shall become Miss USA. 

2 3 Q. So this was a prelim interviewing judge 

2 4 thing f or the Miss USA Pageant? 

25 A. It was , yes. 
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1 Q. Not for t he Miss Universe? 

2 A. This o ne was for Miss USA . 

3 Q. And how did you get -- who had s elected 

4 you to do tha t ? 

5 A. Paula Shugart had asked me f or two 

6 reasons: One , I' d been a journalist, and part o f 

7 this is you have t o spend a few days of asking 

8 doz e ns and d o z ens o f questions and c o nducting 

9 interviews, and she tho ught that could be good . 

1 0 And , secondly, she t hought it would g i ve me 

11 something o f an insight into how these pageants 

1 2 worked because I was going t o be her liaison for 

1 3 the Miss Unive rse Pageant coming up in Novembe r. 

14 So she thought I wo uld see at l east how it ran 

1 5 technica lly and product i on- wise and creat i v ely. 

1 6 Q. And we re you compensated f or your wo rk as 

17 a prelim interviewing judge? 

1 8 A. You are given a per diem to buy food. I 

1 9 think it's maybe $70 a day, maybe $80 a day, for 2 

20 days. 

21 

22 

Q. And who pa i d that per diem? 

A. The judges who a rrive, you -- I don 't 

23 know who paid it, but you receive an envelope , and 

24 it has -- if you 're there 3 days , I think you get 

25 $200 , something like t hat , and it's there in your 
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1 package which contains a binder with bio 

2 information and e v erything e ls e . It's part o f 

3 your we l come package . And there a re a bout six or 

4 eight prelim judges. They're the non-televi sed 

5 judges. 

6 Q. And Ms . Shugart, she ' s with t he Trump 

7 Organization? 

8 A. She is the president o f the Miss Universe 

9 Organ i zat i on , which at the time was co- owned by, I 

1 0 bel i eve , NBC and Donald Trump I don 't know if 

11 it was the Trump Organization o r him personally; I 

1 2 have no idea -- and now is wholly owned , I 

1 3 b e lieve, by I MG . 

14 Q. So d o yo u know whether o r n o t she is 

1 5 emp l oyed by NBC o r by the Trump Organ i zat i on? 

1 6 A. I have no idea who employed her t hen . 

17 Now, currently, I mean , they 're not owned by 

1 8 either o f those entities anymore . 

1 9 Q. And is she s till with Miss Universe --

20 Miss USA? So rry . 

21 A. Well, t o the bes t of my knowl edge , she ' s 

22 s till the president o f t he Miss Universe 

23 Organi zatio n , which is the umbrella that owns Mi ss 

24 Universe , Miss USA, and I think Miss Teen USA . 

25 Q. Got it. And you said you we re to be Ms . 
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1 Shugart ' s liaison a t t he Miss Universe Pageant in 

2 Moscow? What did that entail? 

3 A. So when Emi n had first broached t he i dea 

4 o f why no t have the pageant in Moscow, once there 

5 was some p ositive reactio n from Ms . Shugart and 

6 her team, he said , look, Rob can be your liaison 

7 i n t erms of creative or production and t hose k i nd 

8 o f l ogistics , and Ike -- Irakly Kaveladze -- wo uld 

9 be his Dad's li aison i n terms o f budget , 

1 0 sponsorsh i p , and t hose kind o f de t a il s . 

11 Q. And yo u had said that Ms . Shugart was the 

1 2 one who broached t he idea in Las Vegas about Mr . 

1 3 Trump wanti ng to meet with Mr . Puti n . 

14 why she b e li e v e d that? 

Do you know 

15 A. No . 

1 6 -- I don 't 

And , actual l y , if I d i d say that, it 

wha t I t h i nk I sa id was tha t she 

1 7 bro ught up it was kind o f the g orilla in the 

1 8 room. She said , " Oh , God , he ' s going to want to 

1 9 mee t Puti n ." It was said like t hat . So it was us 

20 two privately going, " Oh , no, " like this was 

21 not only were we now having this pageant i n 

22 Moscow, b ut this was t he l a test drama in our 

23 mi nds . There was no evidence at that point that 

24 he was . The inference from how I said it was she 

25 sa i d t o me , " Oh , God, he ' s going t o wan t t o mee t 
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1 Putin ." Not " he wants t o " or " he ' s asked to ," but 

2 " he ' s going to want to ," if that explains it . 

3 Q. And did Mr . Trump himself ever mention 

4 Mr . Put i n while you were wi t h h i m in June o f 201 3 

5 in Las Vegas? 

6 A. No t t hat I could recall , no . 

7 Q. And in the 2 days t hat you were t here 

8 that the Agalarovs were there , can yo u just 

9 descr i be when and in what cont ext you saw Mr . 

1 0 Trump? 

11 A. Yes . So I saw him -- the first time was 

1 2 I was waiting in the lobby of t he Trump Hot el 

1 3 to meet the Agalarovs , and just as t hey came in , I 

14 noticed that Mr . Trump was in the lobby, in 

1 5 anot her part of the lobby . So Aras , Emi n , 

1 6 everybody came i n . I wen t t o deal wi t h them . And 

17 as they walked in , Mr . Trump screeched acro ss the 

1 8 lobby and said , " Oh , it ' s the richest man in 

1 9 Russia , and he ' s come to see me ." And we kind of 

20 had this instantaneous meeting , so that ' s the 

21 f i rst t i me we saw h i m. And they had a qu i ck chat , 

22 and I bel i eve Mr . Trump said -- aga i n , I can 't 

23 quo te this wo rd for word but s omething t o the 

24 ef f ect o f: Why don ' t you check in and t hen come 

25 and see the rehearsals going on . 
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1 So about 30 , 40 minutes later, we went to 

2 the rehearsal hall. Mr. Trump was there. He 

3 called us ove r and just said , you know, this i s 

4 the sta ge, t h is is how it will look, I' m sure 

5 Moscow will loo k ama zi ng . 

6 of nonsense, basically. 

It was all o f that kind 

And we spent about 1 0 or 

7 15 minut es t here . Then we left, went back to the 

8 hotel. I then received a call from Keith Schiller 

9 not long af t er I' d g o t i n t o my r oom sayi ng , "Mr . 

1 0 Trump understands you and Emin and everybody are 

11 going to dinner tonight , and he 'd like t o j o in. 

12 I s t hat okay?" And I said , " Sure . It' s great." 

1 3 And he asked where it was and wha t time it was . I 

14 hung up , called Emin, and said , "Yo u have a guest 

15 for dinner." And the next time I saw him was a t 

1 6 dinner t hat night a t a restaurant called "CUT," 

17 which I think is in the Pala z z o Hotel . Yeah , so 

1 8 he sa t next to Emin on one side and Olivia Culpo , 

1 9 who was the reigning Miss Universe, on t he other 

20 side of him. I sat next t o Emin. And then --

21 wha t happened? That was it. We saw him . Then he 

22 came home with us. We went -- a fterwards we t ook 

2 3 some o f Emin's friends t o the club that was in 

24 there. He came with us there, and eventually he 

25 left. And t hen we didn't see him until I think 
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1 the afternoon of t he next day when we wen t briefly 

2 to a dress rehearsal . And then they were seated 

3 next t o h i m, Emi n and Aras , a t t he event i tse l f . 

4 And r i ght a f ter i t f inished , my job was to ge t 

5 them on the stage and to prepare f o r the 

6 announce ment, the of f icia l announcement tha t Miss 

7 Uni verse 201 3 would be in Moscow . I d i d t hat and 

8 that was it . I don ' t believe we saw him after 

9 tha t. 

1 0 Q. And at the d i nner , who was -- did anyone 

11 come with Mr . Trump? 

1 2 A. You just cut out , but I t hink you said , 

1 3 "Who was t here? " 

14 Q. Yeah , I just asked who was there with Mr . 

1 5 Trump . 

1 6 A. Ke i th Schiller , and -- wi th Mr . Tr ump? I 

17 believe it was just him and Keith . Paula Shugart 

1 8 was there and Olivia Culpo . So the reason I' m 

1 9 hesitating is I put them in his camp k i nd of 

20 thing . So it was the president o f Miss Universe , 

21 the actua l Miss Universe , Mr . Trump , and Ke i th 

22 Sch i ller . 

23 Q. And then Mr . Agalarov was there , Aras , as 

24 wel l as Emin? 

25 A. Yes . Mr . Agalarov and his family , so 
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1 him, his wife , his daughter , Emin , myself ; Michael 

2 Cohen was actually also there with Mr . Trump . 

3 Mi chael Cohen . And o n the opposite s i de of the 

4 table wa s some o f Emin ' s fr i ends who or i g i nally 

5 had been c oming to his dinner before it was 

6 hijacked somewhat . Maybe four or five of his 

7 friends . 

8 Q. Did Mr . Co hen arrive with Mr . Trump? 

9 A. I' m no t sure if he arr i ved wi th him as in 

1 0 a longside h i m, but I know we start ed very much on 

11 time . We all sat d own at the same time . 

1 2 don ' t know if he came actually wi t h him . 

So I 

1 3 Q. And had you met Mr . Cohen before this? 

14 A. No , but I was seated next t o him . 

15 Q. So this was the first time you had met 

1 6 h i m? 

17 A. Yes . 

1 8 Q. And who did you unders t and him to be? 

1 9 A. Mr . Trump ' s personal lawyer . 

2 0 Q. And was there any explanati o n of why he 

21 was there wi th Mr . Trump? 

22 A. No . Not to me , anyway . 

2 3 Q. And yo u had indicated that after dinner , 

24 a group went t o the club. 

25 A. A club , yeah . 
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1 

2 

Q. A club . Was it a club in the restaurant? 

A. No . It was in -- I can 't recall if -- I 

3 think it was i n the same hotel, the Palazzo , and 

4 it wa s -- yes , it was a club called "The Act." 

5 Q. And d o you remember who was in the gro up 

6 that went to t hat club? 

7 A. I can 't be sure of the exact makeup of 

8 it, but myself , Emin, definitely Miss Universe 

9 herself. She ha s a person that looks after her 

1 0 named Esther Swan , S- W- A-N. She would have been 

11 with her . Mr . Trump, Keith Schiller , and I think 

12 some o f Emin's friends. I don 't know if Aras wen t 

1 3 to it. I have no idea. I don't know if Emin's 

14 family went to it. 

1 5 

1 6 

Q. And was Mr . Cohen i n this group? 

A. I don 't reca ll if he came . 

17 Q. And yo u said you remembered the name o f 

1 8 the club was The Act? 

1 9 A. Act, yes . A- C-T. 

20 Q. A- C-T. 

21 A. Mm-hmm . 

22 Q. And how long were you at tha t club? 

2 3 A. Maybe 90 mi nutes , s omething like that . 

24 Possibly 2 hours. 

25 Q. And was t he entire group there tha t 
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1 entire 90 minutes? 

2 A . Yes . 

3 Q. So no one l eft before the rest o f the 

4 group? 

5 A. No , because it was felt -- people kept 

6 asking me all the time if they could leave, but 

7 they felt it was rude to leave before Mr . Trump. 

8 Q. So Mr . Trump was there the entire 90 

9 minutes ? 

A. That we were there, yes . 1 0 

11 Q. And then after that , d o yo u know where 

12 Mr. Trump went? Did you go anywhere else with 

1 3 him? 

14 A. We did not, and I have no idea where he 

15 went . 

1 6 Q. And t hen in terms o f the time during --

17 that yo u were at The Act , you ' ve probably seen 

1 8 some o f the reporting about wha t might have 

1 9 occurred during that. Can you describe wha t you 

20 guys thought this club -- what type o f club it 

21 was? 

22 A. It -- t he report -- let me -- yes . It' s 

2 3 a club that has it's not burlesque, but it's 

24 kind o f in t hat art . But it's organized by these 

25 directors and artis t s that are -- it's very artsy, 
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1 for wan t of a better word , but it verges on 

2 burlesque. So it's loud and it's brash and it's 

3 sma ll. And that's it, really. 

4 Q. Some of t he reporting has indica ted t hat 

5 it's p o ssible that there was a display during that 

6 time t hat you were t here t hat involved some 

7 urination. I s t hat accurate or inaccurate? 

8 A. It's inaccurate, and I know the repo rting 

9 because they asked me about that, and I told him 

1 0 they were confusing it wi t h the sister club called 

11 "The Box," which is in Lo ndon. And they obviously 

12 either were deaf to wha t I said or chose not to 

1 3 amend their article or book or whatever it is. 

14 Q. And in terms o f the show that yo u all 

15 saw, can you just describe -- you know, it's also 

16 been described as involving multiple women . Is 

1 7 that accurate? 

1 8 A. I mean, first o f al l, I don't recall much 

1 9 of t he actual performance and , you know, whether 

20 many of them were women as oppo sed t o -- I mean, 

21 it's a -- I mean, yes , there were women 

22 per formers , but not in t he way it has been 

23 described in the press . I believe they're 

24 confusing that wi t h a different club t hat was 

25 known as a s i ster club. So it' s loud. They do 
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1 it ' s Cirque du Soleil - type acts in more of a 

2 burl e sque setting . 

3 cou l d do . 

That ' s probably the b es t I 

4 Q. When you said you thought tha t the 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

1 2 

1 3 

14 

15 

1 6 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

2 0 

21 

22 

2 3 

reporting was mix ing or c on fusing The Act with a 

club called " The Box , " you said it was a sister 

club . That sister club is loca ted in Las Vegas? 

A. Lo ndon . 

Q. And i n what way i s it a sister c l ub? 

A. Owned by the same people . 

Q. And have you gone t o Box? That ques tion 

fro ze you . Sorry . 

MR . GAGE : No , the question doesn ' t throw 

me . It ' s j us t --

MR . GOLDSTONE : Froze . 

MR . GAGE : Froze . 

MS . SAWYER : Yeah , s o rry . We c o uldn ' t hear 

you . Go ahead. 

MR . PRIVOR : The connection froze . The 

vide o fr o z e . 

MR . GAGE : Can yo u hear me? 

MS . SAWYER : Yes , we c an now . Tha nks . 

MR . GAGE : Okay . Our understanding , Rob ' s 

24 understanding and mine and Be rnard ' s , was we ' d b e 

25 focus ed on the newly produced documents which have 
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1 b een described . We ' r e going awfully f a r afield . 

2 We starte d at 3 : 15 . We ' r e now at , yo u know, 

3 comi ng up o n 5 : 45 . Rob has been gra c i o us wi th his 

4 t i me and prepared to keep going , but I just have 

5 to sugges t we ' re awfully far afield from what we 

6 were t old would be t he subject of the supplement al 

7 inte rview. 

8 MS . SAWYER : Yeah , I appreciate your p o int . 

9 I th i nk i n terms o f s ome o f thes e ques tions , I 

1 0 think i t' s follow- up t o h i s ans wers to some of our 

11 f o llow- up . And I was o nly asking the questi o n no t 

1 2 -- and I am only asking because I' m trying t o 

1 3 unde rstand t he found a t ion for Mr . Golds t one ' s 

14 b e li e f in parti cular that the y may have confused -

15 - and if i t ' s that he ' s read about i t o r he ' s s een 

1 6 i t a nd he ' s v i s i ted Box , t hen tha t' s fine . I' m 

17 just trying to get a frame o f reference f or why in 

1 8 part icular he thought so strongly tha t t hey had 

1 9 confused t wo night clubs . 

2 0 MR . GAGE : We ll , I mea n , part o f it is 

21 probably a l itt l e b i t o f specul a t i o n . I don ' t 

22 mi nd Rob a nswer i ng , but I' m jus t -- I hope we c a n 

2 3 f o cus , t o the extent there ' s anything left , o n the 

24 t opic tha t we understood at least was going to be 

25 the basis for this supplemental inte rview, but 



107 

1 okay. 

2 MR . GOLDSTONE : Yeah , I mean, I appreciate 

3 that, and I am happy t o answer . I have v i s ited 

4 The Box , so I know t hat . And I have also met the 

5 autho r that you ' re quot ing and went to great 

6 lengths to explain to this au t hor that he was 

7 confusing it and t hat t his is before his 

8 publication came out and probably he should amend 

9 it. Now, the fact that he didn 't choos e t o o r 

1 0 didn't do so has led t o some o f this confusion in 

11 my estimation . 

12 MS . SAWYER : Thank you . I do appreciate it 

1 3 a nd understood t he point, a nd we do appreciate 

14 that yo u have been graci o us with yo ur time. So , 

15 you know, thank you for that. 

1 6 

17 

I did have one -- did you wa nt t o conti nue? 

Go ahead . I'm going to turn it back over t o 

1 8 Brian f or a second . Then I may have a couple 

1 9 questions a t t he end . 

20 MR . PRIVOR : Let's g o o ff the record f o r a 

21 minute. 

22 MS . SAWYER : We ' re going t o go o ff t he 

2 3 record f o r just a sec to see how many more 

24 questions we have and wha t follow-up. 

25 guys want to t ake maybe 5 minutes? 

So if you 
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1 MR . GAGE: Okay, yes, if we could take just 

2 5 minutes, that would be great . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

MS . SAWYER : Grea t. Thank yo u. 

[Recess a t 5:44 p . m. t o 5:46 p.m.J 

MR. GOLDSTONE : We 're back. 

MR . PRIVOR: As are we . We just have a 

7 couple ques tions left. 

8 colleague . 

I'll turn it over to our 

9 BY MS . SAWYER : 

1 0 Q. Can you hear me okay? 

11 A. Yes 

12 Q. I just want ed to f ollow up --

1 3 A. No, no , but now we can 't hear you. 

14 Q. I d o n 't know what happened. It was on 

15 and then it shut its e lf o ff. 

1 6 I wanted to f ollow up and ask you just a 

17 couple questions about Exhibit 2 , and this was --

1 8 I' 11 describe it to you . This was Bates number 

1 9 2 61 . It' s t he July 6t h email tha t you had sent to 

20 Mr . Garten . 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. And my colleague had a sked you a f ew 

2 3 questi o ns abo ut that , and you had indicated that 

24 you were referring to a s t a t ement that he had read 

25 to you t hat was a s t a t ement from Donald Trump, Jr. 
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1 Is that accurate? 

2 A. Yes , I believe that's what it was , yes . 

3 Q. So I'm going to read you a statement that 

4 was put out by Donald Trump, Jr ., on July 8th , and 

" It was a short 5 that statement reads: 

6 introductory meeting. I asked Jared and Paul to 

7 stop by. We primarily discussed a program about 

8 the adopti o n of Russian children that was active 

9 and popular with Amer i can families years ago and 

1 0 was s ince ended by t he Russi an Government . But it 

11 was not a campaign issue at the time , and there 

12 was no fol low-up. I was asked to attend the 

1 3 meeting by an acqua intance but was not told the 

14 name of the perso n I wo uld be meeting with 

15 beforehand." 

1 6 Was t hat the s t a tement tha t wa s read to 

17 you by Mr . Garten? And I think you had indicated 

1 8 that Mr . Futerfas was also on the phone . 

1 9 A. You know, I really don 't recall word for 

20 word whether that was it or wasn 't it. But it was 

21 a l o ng the lines o f it was about adopt i o n, it 

22 didn't come to much , and t here wa s no f ollow-up , 

2 3 yes . 

24 Q. And t hat s t a t ement that t hey read to you , 

25 did it indica te anything about the email that you 
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1 had sent offering incrimina ting informa tion on 

2 Hillary Clinton? 

3 A. I honest l y don 't reca ll. 

4 Q. Do you think you would have no t ed if it 

5 had not indicated that? 

6 Let me just ask a different question . 

7 you know if a t that point in time they had 

Do 

8 mentioned to yo u whether or not the y had seen your 

9 ema il? 

1 0 A. I believe t hat the e ma ils and t he 

11 conversatio n about emails may have c o me a little 

12 later. But I don't know whether it was later than 

1 3 this or late r than the first outreach . The first 

14 o utreach was d e finit e ly just about the meeting, 

15 not about the ema ils, and I don't know when the 

1 6 subject of t he email or e ma ils c ame up. 

17 Q. Okay . And you had told my colleague that 

1 8 you thought the first outreach was around June 

1 9 5 t h . 

20 

Is t hat correct? 

A. I think it's probably a littl e bit 

2 1 before, maybe around June -- no , it' s actua lly 

22 I think the fi rst outreach may have been at the 

2 3 end o f May as a pho ne message that was left, and I 

24 didn't return it until t he ve ry end of May or the 

25 first of June. 
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1 Q. And during that initial conversation , you 

2 don ' t think there was a discussi o n of the email 

3 that you had sent? 

4 A. No . 

5 Q. And then you said i t did come up . Do yo u 

6 think it came up during your discussion on t he 

7 27th of June? 

8 A. Possibly . 

9 [Video disconnected . J 

1 0 [Recess a t 5:5 0 p . m. to 5 : 5 1 p . m. J 

11 MR . PRIVOR : Back o n the reco rd aga i n at 

12 5 : 51. 

1 3 BY MS . SAWYER : 

14 Q. So I think I had just asked yo u when we 

15 got d i sconnect ed whether or not dur i ng your 

1 6 conversat i on on June 27th , whether or not Mr . 

17 Garten or Mr . Futerfas i ndicated that they had 

1 8 seen the e mai l tha t you sent to Donald Trump , Jr. , 

1 9 on June 3rd of 201 6 about t he meeting . 

20 A. Aga i n , I don ' t recall the exact date when 

21 they t o l d me about i t , but at some po i nt they d i d 

22 tell me they ' d seen the ema il s , yes . 

23 Q. And d o you recall whether or not they 

24 read a s t a tement tha t was a s t a t ement from Donald 

25 Trump , Jr ., t o you t ha t same day during t ha t phone 
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1 call on June 27 t h? 

2 A. I d o n 't. No , I d o n 't recall . 

3 Q. Do you recall if you talked t o them after 

4 June 27th but before July 6t h when you sent the 

5 emails referring t o a statement o f Do n, Jr . ' s that 

6 had been read to you by them, by Mr . Futerfas and 

7 Mr . Gar t en? 

8 A. I definitely did not speak to them 

9 because -- I was just trying t o check my da t es 

1 0 I was on a cruise ship wi t h v i r tually no Internet 

11 between the 2 8th of June and I believe I landed 

12 into Athens , or however you get there, docked into 

1 3 At hens on the 8 t h or 9th of July. 

14 Q. So the last time you could have spoken 

15 with them wou ld have been o n June 27th of 2017 

1 6 about Don Trump, Jr .' s statement? 

17 A. Most likely, yes . 

1 8 Q. And by that time , if you can remember, 

1 9 would they have acknowledged t hat they had seen 

20 the email that yo u had sent to Do n Trump, Jr.' 

21 about the meeting that yo u were trying t o set up 

22 with t he Russian lawyer? 

2 3 A. I'm no t sure if they -- I d o n't know . 

24 When t hat I don 't know if it was then or if it 

25 was later after all this madness hit, but -- I 
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1 don ' t know. 

2 Q. Whe n you talke d t o us b e f o r e , yo u 

3 ind i cated that yo u thought that conversa t i o n c o uld 

4 have occurred a s e a rly as early June and 

5 definitely had o ccurred by June 27 th . And now 

6 you ' re indica t ing tha t it could have been as la t e 

7 as July 10th? 

8 A. We ll , I ' m indicating I can ' t r e me mbe r 

9 when i t was . 

1 0 Q. And do you remember wha t they s a i d when 

11 they acknowledged that they had seen the email? 

1 2 A. No . 

1 3 Q. Did you mention t he email t o them when 

14 you spo ke with the m in e arly June ? 

15 A. No , f o r sure not . 

1 6 Q. And wha t about when you spoke wi t h them 

17 o n June 27 th? Did yo u menti o n the email t o them 

1 8 then? 

1 9 MR . GAGE : Has t his b een covered in the 

2 0 first inte rvi ew? You know, if yo u ' v e got a 

21 trans cr i pt , if we ' re g o i ng ov er the same ground 

22 tha t Rob has already answered , I just think i t' s a 

2 3 little unfair to any witness --

24 MS . SAWYER : Well , I' ll tell you why I' m 

25 as king . I mean , if his t es t imony had b een 
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1 consistent , then I would not have had to ask the 

2 foll ow- up . His testimo ny isn't consistent , and 

3 I'm more than happy to have you guys -- I mean, 

4 I' m more t han happy to -- we have the trans cript 

5 here if you want t o take a few minutes . I'm just 

6 trying to get it cleared up. I' m not trying to 

7 trick him or trap him, but it is no t consis t ent 

8 with what he t o ld us before , and I'm just trying 

9 to get a sens e as to whether or not he has a 

1 0 recollect i on as to when they spoke about t he email 

11 that he had sent t o Don Trump , Jr ., abo ut the 

12 meeti ng . 

1 3 MR . GAGE: I'm no t even specifically focused 

14 o n that set o f questions . I'm simply saying just 

15 as a matter o f practice , if an i ntervi ew i s g i ven 

1 6 in mid- December and now we 're a t Ma rch 29, and you 

17 have a transcript and the witness d oes no t, any 

1 8 witness does not, and we 're not certain exactly 

1 9 wha t is consistent or inconsistent a nd I'm not 

20 saying anything is inco nsistent -- it puts any 

2 1 witness -- f o rget Rob -- i n an unfair s ituation . 

22 And if wha t we 're trying t o do here -- which I 

2 3 assume we are -- is get Rob ' s best reco llection , 

24 this is not -- I mean , wi t h all respect, t his is 

25 not the best way to do it. If we have to 
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1 reconvene a t some point when we ' ve got t he 

2 transcript, answe r any inte rim questions or -- yo u 

3 know, we've ob v i o us l y worked wi th you o n a 

4 vol unt a ry basis, but you put any witness in a 

5 virtually impossible situatio n when it's 

6 s tructured thi s way, having done thi s f or many, 

7 many years. 

8 So , again, trying t o b e he lpful and all 

9 respect, thi s is just not a fair process t o any 

1 0 witness . I don't know how you wan t to proceed, 

11 but this is not the right way . 

12 MS. SAWYER: Well, what I would suggest we 

1 3 do is he give us h i s best r e collection. We a re 

14 more than happy -- yo u will have an opportunity to 

15 rev i ew thi s trans cript, o f c o urse. As s oon as we 

16 have it, we'll let you know. And just as before, 

17 yo u know, we ask that yo u c ome in within 2 weeks . 

1 8 We will also make t he prior transcript available . 

1 9 If yo u f ee l t hat there's a nything t hat doesn't 

2 0 accurat e ly r e fl ect Mr. Goldstone 's r ecoll ection 

21 and hi s tes timo ny, we 're mo re than happy t o cro s s 

22 tha t br idge when we need to. So I t h ink it will 

2 3 be a perfectly fair pro cess f or the witness , and I 

24 just want to give him an opportunity -- all I' m 

25 trying to do is give h im an opportunity to clarify 
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1 to the best of his recoll e ction when that 

2 conversati o n occurred . 

3 MR . GAGE : No , but , Ms . Sa wyer , my po i nt i s 

4 simply that the ground has already been covered 

5 the first time . If yo u put a multi - month gap in 

6 between a first time and a second time , and you ' re 

7 looking a t a transcript a nd , again , a ny witness is 

8 no t , it simply c r ea t e s an unfair dynami c . Yo u 

9 know, to g o b a ck t o a l l o f our tra ining in l aw 

1 0 school , if somebody uses i dent ica l wo rds i n a 2 -

11 month gap -- it just d o esn ' t happen unless 

1 2 someone ' s got a photographic memory . 

1 3 So I ' m troubled by the process . I ' m 

14 willing t o wo r k with yo u . I think Rob has b een 

1 5 consistent . But yo u ' re jus t putt i ng him i n a 

1 6 s i tua t ion -- a nd t hen wha t would Rob have to do , 

17 o r any witness , then they review Transcript 1 from 

1 8 mid- Decembe r and Transcript 2 on March 29 , and 

1 9 then you say which one do yo u choos e , I would hope 

2 0 e v e rybody o n the line appreciates the 

21 cooperativenes s o f our a pproach . I jus t a m 

22 extremely uncomfortable wi th go i ng over the same 

2 3 g r o und that we ' ve already c overed . And we let 

24 some of i t go on t o try to assist the Commi t tee , 

25 but i t just -- t his is no t an appropri a t e way to 
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1 proceed , with all respect. So to take a break, if 

2 we have to appear again via video c o nference a ft er 

3 lawyers have discussed it and/or we have the 

4 trans cript in front o f us or you c an discuss wi t h 

5 Bernard and I o ffline anything that you are 

6 concerned about -- and by " you " I include 

7 everybody i n t he room -- t hat ' s fine. We wan t to 

8 be c ooperative . But I'm g o ing t o repeat myself, I 

9 realize, but t o cover the same ground a second 

1 0 time months a p a rt without us having the 

11 transcript , that ' s no t fair. 

12 MS . SAWYER : Well, I understand your 

1 3 position , so let me jus t clarify . These ques tions 

14 came out of a document that we did no t have when 

15 we i n t ervi ewed yo ur client the first time , a 

1 6 document t hat indicates he wa s read Don Trump, 

17 Jr . ' s statement as early as June 27 th. That ' s no t 

1 8 something he t esti fi ed to the l as t time , so I 

1 9 think it' s fair ground for us to ask h i m some of 

20 the same questions because he never told us -- and 

21 I'm not sayi ng it was anythi ng he meant to omit, 

22 but he didn 't tell us about it beca use none o f us 

2 3 had this d o cument at the time. 

24 So when we talked to him about the 

25 conversations he had on June 27 t h before, it was 
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1 without the knowledge that part of what happened 

2 in that conversati o n was Trump Organization 

3 lawyers reading Donald Trump, Jr. ' s prepared 

4 statement to him . 

5 So to the extent there is s o me 

6 duplication, it is by virtue o f the f ac t t hat 

7 we ' ve been g i ven a new document and we have been 

8 given new testimo ny that d o es touch o n testimony 

9 he gave before. So I am more than happy, if yo u 

1 0 would pre fer, to have h i m come back or us 

11 reconvene if there is some lack o f clarity as 

12 between the two transcripts. All I am trying to 

1 3 do is give Mr . Goldstone an opportunity to, now 

14 that we have these d o cuments in fr o nt o f us , give 

15 us his best recollectio n as to when the 

1 6 conversat i on occurred about with the Trump 

17 Organi z ati o n lawyers about the email . If he 

1 8 cannot recall, t hat is fine. I' m just trying to 

1 9 give h i m t he opportunity to explain that. 

20 MR . GOLDSTONE : Can I just say with respect 

2 1 -- I unders t and my l awyer wan t s to speak. Again , 

22 maybe I wasn't very clear , but I have said I t h ink 

2 3 three times that I d o n't recall exactly when it 

24 was . That's all I' ve said . And now I'll back out 

25 of t his conversation for t he moment . 
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1 MR . GAGE : I t hink t hat i s what he said , and 

2 I do think -- and I didn ' t d o a depositi o n - type 

3 ob j ect ion , "Asked and answered ," but I do think 

4 that' s correct. So i f t h i s area needs t o be 

5 probed further , and we remain in a fully 

6 coopera t ive mode , then I t hink , yes , we 'l l have to 

7 look at the transcript and probably thi s 

8 transcript , glad t o discuss it with everybody in 

9 the room, in yo ur room, and i f we need t o ident i fy 

1 0 o t her l i nes o f i nqu i ry, then Rob will be 

11 available . But f o r reas o ns I ' ve discussed , yeah , 

1 2 I think we ' l l have t o -- I don 't want to go over 

1 3 the same area twi ce without looki ng a t t he 

14 transcript . So we can handle it any way yo u like . 

15 MS . SAWYER : I t h i nk we are perfect l y f i ne 

1 6 wi th handling i t t hat way . 

17 MR . GAGE : Because , loo k , we ' re all 

1 8 interes t ed in get t ing Rob ' s bes t recol l ect ion in 

1 9 the fa i rest poss i ble way, and it seems t o me 

2 0 that ' s what we have to d o . 

21 MS . SAWYER : Yeah , I don 't t h i nk t here ' s any 

22 d i sagreement here unless t he majori t y has 

2 3 something they wanted to add . 

24 MR . DAVI S : I think -- wel l, we ' d need t o 

25 thi nk it over on our end about proceedi ng tha t 
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1 way, but , obviously, for purpos es of right now, if 

2 the r e are o the r topics yo u ' d like to mo v e o n t o o r 

3 probe , we wou l d be fine with tha t . 

4 MR . GAGE : We ' ve also gone on f or coming up 

5 o n 3 ho urs . I mean , if we ' re going to get back 

6 togethe r again if there ' s a brief follow- up on 

7 something , that ' s fin e . But my suggestion is a t 

8 this p o int if we ' r e going to g o ov e r this area , we 

9 should reces s and f i gure out the best way forward , 

1 0 which I think includes our review of t hat 

11 transcript . 

1 2 MS. SAWYER : Well , just to be clear , this 

1 3 was our last line of inquiry, so we actua lly, Mr . 

14 Gage , d o n ' t have o the r ques tio ns . We d o n ' t . Now, 

15 I don ' t know i f Patrick h a d any fol l ow- up o n what 

1 6 we have a sked . So I don 't know if you wan t to a t 

17 least c onclude that . And my understanding was 

1 8 tha t what we are going t o try to do is give you 

1 9 the opport uni t y c e r t a inly to read the t wo 

2 0 trans c ripts , s ee if the r e is anything that yo u 

2 1 wou l d l i ke t o c l arify, and then pro ceed fr om 

22 there . I don ' t know t hat anyone has sta ted tha t 

2 3 there ' s a definite need to have your client appear 

24 before t he Commit t ee again at this point in time. 

25 MR . DAVIS : And with t hat unde rstanding , 
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1 yeah , we don 't have any ob j ection to t hat . Tha t 

2 would be the no rmal procedure anyway . And , o f 

3 course , aga i n , i t is a vo l untary i n t ervi ew, and 

4 your cl i ent is f ree to answer or no t answer any 

5 questi o ns that he wants . Of c o urse , the Commi ttee 

6 may have react ions t o tha t as wel l . 

7 MR . GAGE : No , no , we -- just to be very 

8 clear , which I think everybody knows but f o r the 

9 record , we have been and wi l l remain i n a ful l y 

1 0 coopera t ive mode . So I see a ffi rma t ive sha kes o f 

11 the head on the camera , just t o put that on the 

1 2 record . So , yes , we ' l l review t he t ranscripts and 

1 3 be in touch , and you should feel free to be i n 

14 touch with us , t o o . 

15 MR . DAVI S : Okay . I would l ike to finish up 

1 6 wi th a f e w supplemental q uest i ons f rom our side . 

17 EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE MAJORITY 

1 8 BY MR . DA VI S : 

1 9 Q. Mr . Goldstone , you had mentioned i n 

2 0 reference to the Miss Unive rse Page ant in Moscow 

21 the request fr om Mr . Trump t o mee t wi t h Mr . Put i n . 

22 Yo u had s a i d tha t you had believed you had seen -

2 3 - o r had sent c opies o f what the text would be o f 

24 a f ormal writ t en reques t. Do you know i f you 

25 r e ta i n or i f you still have possession of a ny 
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1 copies of wha t t he t ext would have been? 

2 A. I b e lieve I d o n 't have that currently, 

3 no . 

4 Q. Do you recall if tha t would have been 

5 sent from your o ui 2 email account? 

6 A. Most likely it would be , yes . 

7 Q. And why do you believe tha t you no longer 

8 have a c opy o f that? 

9 A. Because I did a thorough s earch of a ll 

1 0 the key words , t he key p a rties, a s per t he request 

11 from the Commi ttee , and I d on ' t recall that comi ng 

12 in f act, I know t hat didn't come up. 

1 3 Q. Do you have any memory of deleting tha t 

14 email? 

15 A. I do not . 

1 6 Q. Okay. You a lso ment i oned t hat there was 

17 a physical letter, and I believe yo u said you 

1 8 didn't know if you took possession o f it or if 

1 9 someone else did. Do you recall -- other than no t 

20 knowing whether you o r s omeone else too k it, d o 

21 you recall where , who it came fr om? 

22 A. Could you just clari f y the who and --

2 3 could you clarify? 

24 Q. Sure . You mentioned sort o f a chain of 

25 cus tody of a writ t en letter, t he formal request 
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1 from Mr . Trump that he would like to meet with Mr . 

2 Putin , and I believe yo u said to my colleagues 

3 that yo u weren 't sure if yo u had possession o f it 

4 a t some point or if someone else did. Even if you 

5 d on ' t recall whether yo u did or did not have 

6 possession as part o f that chain, do you remember 

7 who would have sent that letter to you or someone 

8 else? Who was the person --

9 A. I believe the l etter ultimately came most 

1 0 likely t hrough Rhona Gra ff on behalf o f Mr . Trump. 

11 Q. Now, between the c opy o f what the text 

12 would have been and the letter itself, do you have 

1 3 any recollection of the actual content of that 

14 letter? 

15 A. No , I mean, no t really. Just a request 

16 to meet , and an invitation to a ttend t he p a geant. 

17 Q. Yo u also mentioned that there had been an 

1 8 offer from Mr . Peskov to have Mr . Trump mee t Mr . 

1 9 Putin a t t he Sochi Olympics or at some other 

2 0 future date. Do yo u know if any such meeting ever 

21 o ccurred? 

22 A. Not to my knowledge. I have no idea . 

2 3 Q. Yo u also mentioned that during the Miss 

24 Universe Pageant in Moscow t hat Mr . Trump departed 

25 on a friend's plane . Do you recall who that 
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1 friend was? 

2 A. I believe his name was o r is Phil Ruffin , 

3 and I don 't know if that's R-U- F- F-I-N or R-A. 

4 Q. And did Mr . Ruf fi n a ttend the p ageant? 

5 A. I believe s o , yes . 

6 MR. DAVIS: Okay. I believe those are all 

7 the questions from our side . 

8 MS . SAWYER : Okay . So I think we can 

9 fini sh , and we wi ll certa i n l y not ify you al l when 

1 0 we have the transcr i pt back , and you will have the 

11 opportunity to review that . And , Mr . Go ldsto ne , 

12 again , as we started , we would like to finish by 

1 3 thanking you for your patience and your time and 

14 your c ooperati o n with the Committee . It is 

15 appreciated certa i n l y by the Rank i ng Member , I 

1 6 bel ieve a lso by the Cha i r , and their respective 

1 7 staffs . So , yo u know, thank yo u f o r that, and we 

18 will let you know as soon as we have the 

1 9 transcript. 

20 

21 

MR . GOLDSTONE : Thank you . 

MR . DAVIS: Jus t on beha lf of the Cha irman , 

22 I'd a lso like to say thank you for the 

23 supplemental production and f or the supplemental 

24 interview. 

25 MR . GOLDSTONE : Thank you a ll for your time. 
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1 Thank you . 

MR . PRIVOR : Thank yo u . 2 

3 MR . DAVIS : We' l l go off the reco rd a t 6 :0 9 

4 p . m. 

5 [Whereupon the pro ceedings were adj o urned at 

6 6 : 09 p . m.J 
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