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1 that, I say the FBI , you know, the Washington Post 

2 says the FBI is inves tiga ting. It could blow up, 

3 you know, if the FBI i s inv e s tigating. And it has 

4 blown up . So that is what I was trying to say . 

5 Q. So it could have lega l i mplica tions for 

6 them? 

7 A. I was saying -- no . I was saying it 

8 could blow up, meaning you may be named and , by 

9 default, yo ur f a ther. 

1 0 Q. I 'll have you turn to page 232 . Mr . 

11 Davis had played an a udio clip 

12 A. Yeah . 

13 Q. -- related to that page . 

14 And in the a udio clip , Emin had referred 

15 to a strategy in the a udio. 

16 correctly? 

Did I hear that 

17 A. I think he t a lks about a statement or 

1 8 something . 

19 perhaps? 

I don't know. Could we hear it again , 

20 MR. PRIVOR: Are we abl e to r epl ay that 

21 again? 

22 [Begin audio recording .] 

23 MR. EMIN AGALAROV : Rob , I understand your 

24 frustration and in no way I'm trying to downs ize 

25 what ' s happening . But as you know, as the meeting 



1 happened thro ugh Ike and my dad , I was no t 

2 invo lved, and I was a lso against all 

3 possibi lities . The same way right now, any 

4 comments should go through them . Just figure 

5 with I ke what the s t rategy should be . I don 't 

6 mind you commenti ng anyt hing. And t here ' s no 

7 problem from my side , as yo u understand . 

8 [ End audio recording.] 

9 MR . GOLDSTONE : I understand . 

1 0 BY MR . PRIVOR : 

11 Q. So it sounds like --

1 2 A. I did 
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out 

13 Q. It sounds like Emin referred to speaking 

1 4 to Ike t o determine wha t t he stra t egy is. 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. Do you have an understanding of what he 

1 7 meant by t he stra t egy? 

1 8 A. I t ook it t o mean t he stra t egy of t he 

19 statement , when it should be put out , if it sho uld 

20 b e put out, wha t should b e put out. 

21 Q. Did the strategy have anything to d o with 

2 2 whether or not , f or instance, to identify who your 

23 client was , who had requested the meeti ng? 

24 A. I don 't know wha t he meant , but I t ook it 

25 to be tho se three things I j ust stated . 
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1 Q. May I have you turn t o page --

2 BY MS . SAWYER : 

3 Q. So d i d you understand him t o be 

4 encouraging you to coordinate your statement with 

5 Mr . Kaveladze? 

6 A. No, I understood him to be saying that, 

7 in his wo rds , as the me eting was c oordinate d by 

8 Aras and Ike Kaveladze , that they should decide 

9 whether a s tatement s ho uld be put o ut and , hence , 

10 the strategy, what should be done with it, not me 

11 a nd not Emin . 

1 2 Q. Okay . And so you understood the 

13 coo rdinate as to what the strategy is j ust t o be 

1 4 referring to the putting out of a sta tement? 

1 5 A. Yes, and if there shou l d be one , when 

16 there should be one , who drafts it . 

1 7 Q. Did anyone ever ask you t o speak with Mr . 

1 8 Kaveladze to make sure that you understood what he 

19 was saying about the me eting? 

20 A . No. 

21 Q. Did anyo ne ever a s k yo u t o s peak with 

2 2 anybody at all to find o ut what their versio n of 

23 the meeti ng was? 

24 A. They did not . 

25 BY MR . PRI VOR : 
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1 Q. May I have you turn your attention to 

2 Bates page 236? You state : I , myself , will be 

3 putting o ut the fol l owing statement short l y . 

A. Yep . 4 

5 Q. My ideal s t a t ement would be : I was asked 

6 by my client in Moscow, Emin Agalarov , t o request 

7 a meeting between Russian attorney and Do nald 

8 Trump Jr . 

9 I n this i nstance , yo ur ideal statement is 

10 to identify your client . What changed? 

11 A. I t became craz i er and craz i er , and 

1 2 everybody was asking me , t he media , is your client 

1 3 Emin Agalarov? 

1 4 Now, again , maybe I don 't need to offer 

15 this , but I wi l l, I o nly had one cl i ent at that 

16 stage , so it wouldn ' t take a genius . 

17 Q. Did you view your cl i ent exclusively as 

1 8 Emin or did i t also include Aras? 

1 9 A. Emi n . 

20 Q. Exclusively? 

21 A. Exclus i vely . 

22 Q. The next sentence states : The lawyer had 

23 apparent ly stated she had some i n t erest i ng 

24 in f orma t ion regarding f unding to t he DNC from 

25 Russia , which the Trump team might find 
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1 interesting . 

2 You also considered this to be part of 

3 your i dea l statement? 

4 A. I did . 

5 Q. So you f el t i t wa s import an t to disclose 

6 the part about -- you describe it as int eresting 

7 in f ormation . Be f ore you had d escribe d i t as 

8 damaging information . 

9 Why the change o f descript i o n? 

10 A. Because having been in the meeting , I 

11 rea lized t hat maybe some o f the language t hat I 

1 2 used in order to get t he meeting didn ' t actually 

1 3 match up t o it , so I chose t o use the word 

1 4 interes t ing informa t ion . 

15 Q. But th i s morning when yo u test i f i ed , you 

16 said what prompted the meeting was the potential 

17 o f d amaging in f orma t ion . 

1 8 A. Yes , f or sure . 

1 9 Q. So the lawye r stated she had some -- you 

20 describe it here as interes t ing informa t ion , 

21 whereas this morn i ng yo u test i f i ed that your 

22 understanding was the lawyer was offering damaging 

23 in f orma t ion . 

24 A. Okay . So I t hink -- maybe I' m saying it 

25 two d if f e r e nt ways or maybe it i s being understood 
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1 -- what you ' re asking me now i s I ' m sayi ng what my 

2 ideal s t a t ement would b e , and my idea l statement 

3 is t hat I wou l d use the words interes ti ng 

4 informat i on . That ' s my ideal statement on July 

5 wha t ever day i t is. 

6 What I was told in the initial request, 

7 that i t was damagi ng i nfo rmat i o n. I j ust didn ' t 

8 b e lieve tha t my ideal s t a t ement should include t he 

9 word damaging . 

1 0 

11 

Q. If you skip ahead two more pages to 238 -

1 2 A. Yes . 

1 3 Q. -- you can see aga i n you stated what your 

1 4 ideal s t a t ement would b e . You can see t he first 

1 5 s entence matches the same as Bates page 236 --

16 A. Yeah . 

1 7 Q. where you have identifi ed Emin 

1 8 Agalarov as your client . 

1 9 The part abo ut what the l awyer stated 

20 about inte r es ti ng informa tion is no longer part of 

21 your "ideal s tatement." Why i s that? 

2 2 A. Well , I just need to j ust confirm whether 

23 this i s -- can I just read t hrough t h i s? 

24 

25 

Q. Yes , please . Take your time . 

A. So a l tho ugh i t doesn ' t c l arify it , I 
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1 bel i eve that thi s is Emi n ' s ideal statement , and 

2 tha t' s why it i s slightly different to mi ne . And 

3 I bel i eve we a lso provided an aud i o file i n which 

4 he says , I believe you ' re giving a little too much 

5 information tha t you don 't need to, and I would do 

6 it as this. 

7 So I bel i eve that having sent my ideal 

8 s t a t ement , Emin now r espo nds with wha t h i s idea l 

9 s t a t ement wou l d be . 

1 0 Q. Okay, so if I ' m understanding you 

11 correctly -- I just want t o make sure --

1 2 A. Yes . 

1 3 Q. -- the record i s c l ear . The descri ption 

1 4 tha t is on Ba t es page 236 , t hose are your words? 

1 5 A. They are , i ndeed . 

16 Q. And when we turn to 238 , this is now 

1 7 Emin ' s vers i on o f your ideal statement. 

1 8 A. Which is slightl y t oned down . 

1 9 Q. Okay, s o it i s Emin who has removed the 

20 part about wha t the lawyer had stated about having 

21 some "interes ti ng information." 

22 A. Yes . 

23 Q. Okay. 

24 BY MS . SAWYER : 

25 Q. And i n your ideal statement , you 



1 mentioned the DNC , but yo u say no thi ng about 

2 Hillary Cl i nton . Why was tha t? 
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3 A. Because I had since -- I had s i nce been 

4 in that meeting , and there was nothing about 

5 Hill a ry Clinton . 

6 Q. So when you say t he lawyer had apparentl y 

7 stated --

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q. -- you are talking about dur i ng t he 

10 meeting? Or when are you talking about? 

11 A. I will j u s t look aga i n . I' m talking 

1 2 about a t t he beginning . 

1 3 name from there . 

I' ve removed Hillary's 

1 4 I mean Hillary Clinton . It' s no t like 

1 5 she ' s my friend, ca lli ng her Hillary. 

16 But I removed her name from there . 

1 7 Q. On page 236 . 

1 8 A. On page 236 , yes . 

1 9 Q. Yo u removed i t . Was it i n there at s ome 

20 point? 

21 A. No , no . I mean, I remove it when I 

22 suggest my ideal statement . I remove her name . 

23 Q. And I t h i nk you ment i oned t h i s earlier . 

24 Her name never came up during that meeting? 

25 A. No , her name , I bel ieve , did come up 
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1 during that meeting , but in a very generic way, 

2 not in a way that seemed to r e late in any way to 

3 what had been s tated t o me by Emin . 

4 I will make that easy to understand . 

5 They talked about donations to the DNC 

6 and support for its candidate , Hillary Clinton. 

7 That is the time her name came up that I heard 

8 during the meeting. So it was as an almost as a , 

9 wou l d you cal l it an a ttachment? It was a lmos t as 

1 0 a , and its candidate , Hillary Clinton . 

11 MS . SAWYER : Okay. 

12 BY MR . PRIVOR : 

13 Q. So focusing you back o n Bates page 238 . 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. We are jus t cont i nuing with the 

16 statement . 

17 A. Yes. 

1 8 Q. The next sentence is: I reached out to 

19 Donald Trump Jr ., and he agreed to squeeze us into 

20 a ve ry tight schedule . 

21 Why did you describe it as a v ery tight 

22 schedule? 

23 A. Again , with respect, I believe this is 

24 Emin suggesting to me wha t he wou ld change this 

25 to . 
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1 Q. Okay . And if we loo k at 236 , 

2 unfo rtuna t e ly, we have t he s t a rt o f t ha t sent ence . 

3 We don 't know if t he r e is a r ema rk about t he v ery 

4 t ight schedul e . 

5 A. Oh , it l ooks like he had a greed to --

6 yes , it l ooks like I a l so wrot e tha t. So -- wa it. 

7 I'm sorry, so what are you -- what was your 

8 q ues tion? 

9 Q. Why a re yo u describing it as a v ery tight 

1 0 schedul e ? 

11 A. Oh , because on t he way out , Don s a id, 

12 d on 't worry, we have hundreds of meetings . And, 

1 3 you k now, I assumed at the time that was, in the 

14 campaign and everyt hing t ha t was going on , it was 

15 a v ery tight schedu l e . 

1 6 Q. When you initially set up the meeting --

17 A. Yes. 

1 8 Q. -- going back to June 3rd o f 2016 , which 

1 9 is Exhibit 1, if you need to reference it, your 

20 initi a l exchange with Donald Trump Jr. proposed a 

21 meeting a t 4 p . m. Do you reca ll tha t? Why don 't 

22 we take a l ook at Exhibit l? 

23 

24 

25 

A. Yes, can we? 

MR. GAGE: Gi ve us a second t o r eorgani ze . 

MR. PRIVOR : Sure . 
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If you l o ok at Exhibit 4 --

MR . GOLDSTONE : I found 4 . 

1 

2 

3 MR . PRI VOR : I think what we 're going to d o 

4 is we ' re going to mark a new exhibit that shows 

5 the full chain . I t ' s across multiple exh i b its . 

6 MR. GOLDSTONE : I have it anyway, so. 

7 MR . PRIVOR: I am goi ng to show you Exhibi t 

8 33 . Okay, here you go . 

9 Exhibit 33 is Bates DJTFP00011895 thro ugh 

1 0 8 97 . You will note , for the record , that this is 

11 a sort o f a collect i on o f var i ous ema il excha nges 

1 2 between you and Donald Trump Jr. 

13 [Go ldstone Exhibit 33 was marked f o r 

1 4 identifi cation .] 

1 5 BY MR . PRI VOR : 

16 Q. And you had initially proposed that the 

1 7 mee ti ng would t ake pl ace at 3 p . m. 

1 8 A. Well , if by initially you mean my initial 

1 9 ema i l , I didn ' t pro p o se anythi ng i n terms o f the 

20 time . 

2 1 Q. I' m s o rry. It' s Dona ld Trump Jr. tha t 

2 2 proposes . So if you l ook at the second page o f 

23 tha t exhibi t at 11 896 , about a quar t er o f the wa y 

24 down , you can see , on June 7 th, 201 6 , a t 5:16 

25 p . m., Donald Trump Jr . proposes 3 o ' c l o ck at our 
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1 o ffi ces . 

2 A. Yep . 

3 Q. I appreci a t e your he l p s etting it up. 

4 And then on page 11895 , the first page of 

5 t he exh i b it, now on Wed nesday, June 8 t h , you' ve 

6 info rmed Mr. Trump t ha t the r e i s a conflict . The 

7 Russian attorney i s in court until 3 and asks if 

8 you can move it until 4 . 

9 A. Mm- hmm . 

1 0 Q. And then Mr . Trump responds on J u ne 8th , 

11 a t 11:15: Yes, Rob . I could d o t ha t, unless t hey 

1 2 wan t ed t o d o 3 t oday i ns tead . 

1 3 a nd I ' ll l ock it in e ither way . 

1 4 A. Mm- hmm . 

Jus t let me know, 

1 5 Q. So it s o u nds like, reading t his ema il, 

1 6 Do nald Trump Jr . i s of f eri ng to do i t at another 

1 7 time, 4 o ' clock i ns t ead o f 3 o ' clock , or he is 

1 8 even willi ng t o d o it a diffe r ent d ay a ltogethe r. 

1 9 A. Mm- hmm . 

20 Q. Was t ha t your u nde r s t andi ng o f it being a 

21 ti ght schedule? 

22 A. Yes , and that the meeting would b e fairly 

23 short , wh i ch i t wa s . And t ha t we were -- I a l ways 

24 got the impress ion t hat we would be squeezed i n , 

25 in some way . 
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1 Q. Okay . So no twi thstandi ng his flexib i l i ty 

2 i n when he could do i t, your unders t anding of i t 

3 being a t i ght schedule i s tha t i t wou l d be a short 

4 meeting? 

5 A. And t hat i t would be slipped into 

6 wha t ever else they had going on . 

7 Q. And how did he communicate to you that it 

8 was going to be a short mee t ing? 

9 A. He d i dn 't. 

10 Q. So what gave you that impression? 

11 A. That -- I suppose logic t hat , if you j u s t 

1 2 look at when it was we asked for t his and the time 

1 3 o f i t and the time frame , I bel i eved that we were 

1 4 being squeezed in . 

1 5 I' m no t saying that' s correct. I' m just 

16 saying I believed that we were being squeezed in . 

1 7 When we asked , whe t her i t was 3 or 4 , we would 

1 8 probably be a very short meeting , squeezed bet ween 

1 9 o ther meetings . 

20 Q. So tha t was just your own inference . 

21 A. I t was my own i nference . 

22 Q. It wasn ' t based on anything that --

23 A. No . 

24 Q. -- someone else t hat said t o you? 

25 A. No . 
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1 Q. Cont i nuing wi th our Exhibit 26 , whi ch i s 

2 the text messages , t he next sent ence , the Russian 

3 attorney presented a few genera l remarks about 

4 campaign funding and quickly turned the topic to 

5 the Magni t sky Act and adoption, which carries over 

6 to t he next page on 239 . 

7 A. Yep . 

8 Q. Adoption of Russian children , at which 

9 point the meeting was halted by Don Jr . and we 

10 left. Nothing came of that meeting , and there was 

11 no f ollow-up be t ween t he p a rties. 

1 2 I n f act, there was some follow-up. 

1 3 that right? Was there an e ffort to arrange a 

1 4 meeti ng in Novembe r 2016? 

I s 

15 MR . GAGE : Well, two different questions , I 

16 have to say . 

17 but go ahead . 

It ' s the definition of follow- up , 

1 8 MR . PRI VOR : Okay . 

1 9 BY MR . PRI VOR : 

20 Q. Well , give me your unde rstanding of 

21 whether o r not there was f o llow-up . 

22 A. Well , to me , there was no follow- up 

23 between the parti es , because t he only f ollow-up 

24 was I ke Kaveladze asking me on behal f of Aras to 

25 set up another meet i ng . 
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1 Q. Okay, and as I think you testified 

2 earlier t oday, you don 't consider tha t t o b e 

3 foll ow-up? 

4 A. I don ' t . Aga in, I may not be correct , 

5 b u t I don't consider i t like t hat , be t ween t he 

6 parti es . I do consider it t o be follow- up , but 

7 f r om I ke or Emin or Aras , not f r om these Russ i ans , 

8 which is wha t I inte rpre t ed it as . 

9 Q. Let's take a look a t Exhibit 29 . Okay, 

1 0 so in Exhibit 29 , the sort o f b ottom third o f the 

11 fi rst page o f tha t exhibi t at Bates page 1 44 , 

1 2 you ' re making the s t a t ement : in hope of 

1 3 c l arifyi ng and correcting mi sconceptions . 

1 4 Do you see where I am? 

1 5 A. Yes, I do . 

16 Q. Two more paragraphs down , you said , I , 

1 7 therefore, used the s t rongest hyperbolic l anguage 

1 8 in order t o secure t his request fr om Donald Trump 

1 9 Jr . based o n the bare f acts I was g i ven . 

20 What did you mean by hyperbolic l anguage? 

2 1 A. Tha t I had puffed it and used some 

22 keywords that I thought would attract Do n Jr . ' s 

23 a ttention . 

24 Q. And in your colloquy with Mr . Dav is 

25 earl ier , I thi nk he re f erred t o it as sort o f the 
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1 work of a publicist . 

2 A. I mean , publicist puff is how they get 

3 meetings. 

4 Q. What were the bare facts that you had in 

5 mi nd from which you drew your hyperbolic l anguage? 

6 A. The conversation I had with Emin that 

7 morning . 

8 Q. Did you have any concern tha t, by using 

9 hyperboli c l anguage , as you d i d , you would damage 

1 0 your reputation if you couldn ' t deliver on what 

11 was in t hat initial ema il request i ng t he meeting? 

A. No. No. 1 2 

13 Q. Your email, which is in Exhibit 1, refers 

1 4 to providing incriminating information. Did you 

1 5 think that Dona l d Trump Jr . wou l d be disappointed 

16 if you didn ' t deliver on that promise of 

1 7 information? 

1 8 A. I didn 't think it at the time I wrote t he 

19 email. 

20 Q. And you also r e f e rred t o Russian 

21 Government support . Was tha t part of what was 

22 hyperbolic about your statement? 

23 A. Yes. I t was using a little artist i c 

24 license. 

25 Q. And you referred to high- level , sens i t i ve 
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1 in f ormation . Was that also what you consider to 

2 b e hyperbolic? 

3 A. No . I considered tha t, if somebody i s 

4 telling me they have damaging informat i on about 

5 someone who is a presidential candidate and the 

6 DNC, which kind of operates that presidenti a l 

7 candidate and a lot more besides , that , to me , i s 

8 highly sensitive and confidential , wha t eve r it is. 

9 Q. And did you have any concern that any of 

1 0 those descriptions would cause grief for you if 

11 you couldn 't deliver on wha t was described i n tha t 

1 2 hyperbolic email? 

1 3 

1 4 

A. I did not when I sent i t , no . 

Q. A couple paragraphs down , you refer t o 

15 the Crown prosecut o r. And you expl a in here that 

16 you are using this language from your U. K. 

17 background , in wh i ch you refer t o a ll f ormer or 

1 8 current Federa l prosecutors as Crown prosecutors . 

1 9 A. Mm- hmm . 

20 Q. How d i d you know tha t Ms . Vese lnitskaya 

21 was a Federal prosecut o r? 

22 A. Emin had said that she was a prosecutor. 

23 I didn 't know she was Federal , b ut I had been 

24 told she was wel l-connected . And as I said , I 

25 made that g l ib remark , wel l , she ' s not connected 
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1 to the power grid , so what ' s she connected to? 

2 And still , I didn 't get an answer, so I 

3 took tha t to mean she was probably connected t o 

4 the government . 

5 I grew up i n England , and when I s tudied 

6 journalism, we had t o s t udy a piece of law, a very 

7 sma l l p i ece , but we were taught that al l the 

8 equivalent s of Federa l prosecutors in this country 

9 were Crown prosecutors . I' ve a l ways ca lled them 

1 0 Crown . Russia hasn ' t had a crown since 1917 . 

11 Q. So your unders t anding f rom the o utse t was 

1 2 that she was some sort o f Federal prosecut or? 

1 3 A. That was my understandi ng , f ormer or 

1 4 current . 

15 Q. Okay . And let' s go t o the next 

16 paragraph . The other important fact I wish to 

17 make very clear is when I re f er to Russ i an support 

1 8 f or Mr . Trump, and t he support o f Emin and his 

1 9 f ather , Aras , this was based on havi ng spent time 

20 with Mr . Trump and t hen during t he Miss Universe 

21 in Moscow . 

22 That phrasing , "And then during the Miss 

23 Universe," sugges t s tha t you knew Mr . Trump be f ore 

24 then . What was the time t hat you had spent with 

25 Mr . Trump be f ore then? 
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1 A. I t ' s , I mean , i t ' s j ust a badly wr i tten 

2 email , but it's spent time with Mr . Trump during 

3 Mi s s Univ erse in Moscow . 

4 Q. Okay . So the first time you had met Mr . 

5 Trump was in connection with t he Miss Universe 

6 pageant? 

7 A. I had met him on two previous occasions 

8 i n a profess i onal capacity rega rding a couple 

9 c lien t s o f mine . As I ment i oned before , I 

1 0 represent the Friars Club , and I handled their 

11 roasts , and Mr . Trump had a ttended some o f t hose 

1 2 as a gues t. And I had organized t he r ed carpet 

1 3 f or those , so I had met him at a coupl e o f those . 

1 4 And I also had , in 2010 , I b e lieve, had a 

1 5 c lien t who was i n the Celebri t y Apprent i ce . And 

16 during one o f her many breakdowns , I had gone and 

1 7 I had seen Mr . Tr ump with her there. 

1 8 But t he first time I met him properl y was 

1 9 in connection wi th the Miss Universe contest . 

20 Q. You had t estified earlier t oday about 

21 your time in Russ i a and havi ng seen h i gh-leve l 

22 business o fficials who interacted with or had 

23 expressed s upport f or Mr . Trump . Do you reca ll 

24 who those high-level business of fi cials were? 

25 A. Specifical l y , the i nstance I was talking 
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1 about was during the time Mr . Trump was in Moscow 

2 for Miss Unive rse, and Aras Agalarov had organized 

3 a k i nd of welcome meet and greet f o r s ome high-

4 level business o fficials. 

5 The only name I reca ll is Herman Gref, 

6 who was the chairman , maybe s till is, the chairman 

7 o f Sberbank in Russ i a . 

8 And t here we re about 20 , maybe 25 , people 

9 at Nobu in Moscow . 

1 0 it was held there . 

Emin i s a co- owner of Nobu, so 

And I witnessed firsthand 

11 their ado r a tion o f him . 

1 2 Q. Were you a t t hat dinner at Nobu for t he 

13 durat i o n, the whol e d i nner? 

1 4 A. Yes. It wasn 't a dinner , but it was a 

15 it was kind o f li ke a meet and greet , ask some 

16 questions , shake hands , photo , leave. 

17 Q. Did you i n t eract with Mr . Trump at tha t 

1 8 Nobu event? 

19 A. Other than Emin and I greeted him -- so 

20 it was t he day Mr . Trump had arrived in Russia for 

21 the Mi ss Univ erse pageant . Because he had t o 

22 delay his arrival by a day, he came straight from 

23 the a i rport . And so t he fir s t time Emin and I 

24 interacted wi t h him there was a t t he entrance to 

25 Nobu . I t was simply a hel lo , welcome , nice to see 
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1 you . 

2 Q. Other t han Mr . Gref , are there any o t her 

3 h i gh-leve l business o ff i c i a l s that yo u can reca l l 

4 who were at that event? 

5 A. There were , but I don 't recall who they 

6 were . 

7 Q. And when you earl ier had testified abo ut 

8 the high- level business officials , is this t he 

9 gro up i ng that you had in mind? 

10 A. This is the grouping I had in mind . 

11 Q. Was t here any other event you had i n mi nd 

1 2 tha t referred to high- level business o f ficials? 

1 3 A. No , although many o f Emin and Aras ' 

1 4 friends and colleagues who I had me t at various 

1 5 fami ly events o r concerts a l so had sa i d , oh , 

16 you ' re American , Mr . Trump , you know, I hope he 

1 7 does well . 

1 8 And t hey were also high- level business 

1 9 people . And again , I don ' t know who they are 

20 either . But I was referring t o a combina t ion of 

2 1 both of tho se . 

2 2 Q. Okay . So these are people at the Nobu 

23 event as well as persons 

24 A. Yes . 

25 Q. -- who were fr i endl y wi th the Agalarovs? 



1 

2 

3 

4 

A. Yes . 

Q. Anyone else t hat you have in mind? 

A. No . 

Q. Was there ever any other time that you 

5 discussed the Magni t sky Act with anybody i n the 

6 Trump Organization? 

7 A . No . 

8 Q. Or anyone from the Trump campaign? 

9 A. No . 

1 0 Q. How about the topic o f U. S . sanctions 

11 aga i nst Russia? Have you ever discussed t hat 

1 2 t opic with anybody in the Trump Organization? 

1 3 

1 4 

15 

16 

A. Not that I recal l, no . 

Q. How about with the Trump campaign? 

A. No t t hat I reca ll. 

MS . SAWYER : Just a couple . 

1 7 BY MS . SAWYER : 

1 8 Q. At the event that was at Nobu --

1 9 A. Yes . 
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20 Q . 

21 bus i ness 

were t here any discussions of possible 

doing bus i ness i n Russ i a , the 

22 possibility of doing business? 

23 A. Between anybody or speci fi cally with Mr . 

24 Trump, I assume? 

25 Q. Wel l , l et ' s start with Mr . Trump . 
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1 A. There -- I can ' t remember when the 

2 subject of t he Trump Towe r Moscow came up. It may 

3 have been -- it may have been dur i ng t hat , because 

4 it was another o f these very like spur- o f-the-

5 moment t h i ngs when Emi n said , you know, should we 

6 do a Trump Moscow? 

7 But I thi nk i t may have been . I think 

8 Mr . Trump may have even mentioned tha t he was 

9 doing a Trump Moscow e v en before t here were p l ans 

1 0 to do a Trump Moscow with Emin . 

11 So , yes , tha t was discussed . Not 

1 2 discussed. That was t alked about . 

1 3 Outside o f that , no , I didn ' t hear any 

1 4 othe r business discussions at a ll. 

15 Q. Okay . And when you say it was t a lked 

16 about , what was said? Who said it? 

17 A. I believe he did, Mr . Trump, may have 

1 8 told either the crowd or some journalists after 

1 9 that they were planning to do a Trump Moscow 

20 toge ther with the Agalarovs . 

21 Q. Was t here any discussion o t her than Mr . 

22 Trump telling either the crowd or j ournalists that 

23 he i n t ended to do a Trump Tower? 

24 A. Not while I was t here , no . Any 

25 d i scuss i o n o f bus i ness or any d i scuss i o n o f Trump 



1 Tower , no to b o th o f those . 

2 Q. To both . 

3 A. Wh i le I was t here . 

4 Q. Okay . And was there any conversation 

5 abou t b us i ness wi t h anyone else f rom t he Trump 

6 Organization? 

7 A. There was no t , no . 

8 Q. So tha t was t he only conversation you 
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9 heard about the possibi l i t y o f business involving 

10 the Trump Organization in Russia? 

11 

1 2 

A. At Nobu, yes . 

Q. Was t here a discussion about the 

1 3 possibi l ity o f the Trump Organization doing 

1 4 business in Russia at any o t her time? 

1 5 A. No t t hat I heard about doing anyt h i ng 

16 specific , no . I heard a press conference that he 

I heard t wo press con f erences . And 1 7 gave t here . 

1 8 he t alked about them having a great economy, how 

1 9 he admired President Putin , and how he hoped t o do 

20 business . But it was through -- he always 

21 referred i t back t o let ' s hope we have a Trump 

2 2 Tower . He talked to journalists about it . 

23 And as I say, he ran wi th t hat be f ore 

24 there even was a plan to have a Trump Tower . It 

25 was j ust an idea i n Emin ' s head , at that stage . 
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1 Q. And those press con f erences , that was Mr . 

2 Trump Sr . ? 

3 A. Mr . Trump Sr . Mos t of them were Mr . 

4 Trump Sr ., Aras Agalarov , Emin Aga larov . 

5 Q. And t hose we re a ll during t he Miss 

6 Universe pageant? 

7 A. Yes , they were . 

8 Q. Just taking you back to t hat Exhibit 2 9 , 

9 that 

1 0 A. Yes . 

11 Q. -- you talked about with my colleague , I 

1 2 know we have asked you a lot o f questions . I just 

1 3 want t o have yo u explain . 

1 4 When you say there -- you wrot e t he 

15 s t a t ement "based on the bare facts I was given ," 

16 exactly what were the bare facts that you were 

17 g i ven? 

1 8 A. So , t o the bes t o f my recollection, when 

1 9 I spo ke to Emi n , he said t o me : I wo uld l ike you 

20 to set up a meeti ng . A Russ i an a ttorney met with 

21 my -- a wel l-connect ed Russ i an a tto rney met with 

2 2 my dad in his office , and she appears to have or 

23 seems to have damaging i n f ormat i on on the 

24 Democra t s and its candida t e , Hillary Clint on . And 

25 I think it c o uld be useful t o the Trumps . 
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1 He talked about the Trumps rather than 

2 the campaign . 

3 And he wou l d like u s to get a meet i ng . 

4 To me , that was it. That's when I 

5 started pushing f or more i nformat i on . 

6 But those would be the bare facts: 

7 attorney, damaging info rmati o n, Democrats, Hillary 

8 Clinton . 

9 Q. And when you say you s tarted pushing , 

1 0 what you exactly did you push f or informat i on on? 

11 A. I sa id, we ll, who i s this person? Tell 

1 2 me. He said a Russian attorney . I said , well, 

13 I ' m probably g o ing t o be asked q uestions about 

1 4 tha t. Well - connected . 

1 5 Again , I don 't say for third time, but I 

16 say, well - connected to what , the power grid? And 

1 7 Emin sa id, we ll-connected. 

1 8 He and I had a kind of shorthand . I knew 

19 when it was -- I c o uld push all day and I wasn ' t 

20 going to get an answer, so I stopped pushing on 

2 1 that one . 

2 2 And then I said , and this damaging 

23 informa tion? You know, I can 't just send an email 

24 that says damaging. What is it? Doesn 't matter. 

25 All yo u need to d o is get the meeting . Ike will 
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1 coo rdi nate . Yo u d o n't even have t o attend . Yo u 

2 jus t need to get t he meeting . 

3 Q. So that's a ll he wou l d tell yo u about t he 

4 damaging informat i on . 

5 A. Yes . 

6 Q. Was t here no mention of documents? 

7 A. No , despi te what I say in my ema i l . 

8 MS . CLAFLIN: One qui ck question . 

9 BY MS . CLAFLIN: 

1 0 Q. We have seen a number o f emails between 

11 you and Rhona Gra ff. 

1 2 A. Yes . 

1 3 Q. How did yo u c ome to be the go- between 

1 4 b e t ween the Agalarovs and Rhona? Why didn 't Emin 

1 5 reach o ut h imself o r Mr . Agalarov? 

16 A. I would like to answer that in two ways . 

1 7 I -- I -- beca use I had been with Emi n 

1 8 when we came up with t he idea f or Miss Universe 

1 9 happening in Moscow, he had nomi nated that I be 

20 the poi nt person in the U. S . on the creative s i de 

21 to i n t eract with t he Miss Univers e Organization 

2 2 and with anything as it related to Trump as a co-

23 owner o f it, Donald Trump . And I ke Kaveladze 

24 wou ld deal wi t h the business and finance side of 

25 it , and work closer wi th Aras Aga l arov . 



1 So because o f that , I had many 

2 i nteractions with Rhona Graff , on especially 

3 Trump' s v i s it to Moscow and , i n f act, the 
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4 Agalarovs ' visit to Las Vegas where the contract 

5 was s i gned . 

6 It was , you know, what time will he be 

7 there? What time wi l l he leave? 

8 It was logistica l a lot. I also had 

9 become quite friendly with her , so I would a lways 

1 0 -- you know, that kind o f thing . 

11 And t he second thing tha t I really would 

1 2 like t o answer , many press have specula t ed t hat , 

1 3 wel l, why would I , why wouldn ' t Aras pick up the 

1 4 phone? Because he ' s a billionaire , and they don 't 

15 p i ck up phones . And t he reason people li ke me 

16 have jobs is because I ' m the middle man . So if 

17 somebody says no t o a request , t hey ' re no t saying 

1 8 no t o them. And t hat ' s the reason why . 

1 9 Q. So in your understanding , do you know if 

20 there were any instances in which either Aras or 

21 Emin ca lled d irec tl y or ema iled d irec tl y , not 

22 going through you? 

23 A. I don 't know tha t, b u t I bel i eve it no t 

24 to be the case . 

25 MS . SAWYER : And then j ust one housekeeping 
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1 matter . Are there any other responsive documents , 

2 communi cations , materials , t hat have no t been 

3 provided i n respons e t o o ur requests? 

4 MR . GAGE : 

5 thorough search . 

You ' re asking me? We have done a 

I mean , we can -- we ' ve done a 

6 very t horough search . 

MS . SAWYER : Okay . 7 

8 MR . GAGE : We ' ve g i ven you wha t we ' ve got , 

9 including tho se aud i o file s , f o r example. 

1 0 MS . SAWYER : Okay . And if you could , again , 

11 j us t see -- I mean , we did ge t a number o f 

1 2 communications between Mr . Kaveladze . Please do 

1 3 check aga i n f or the message that he bel i eves was 

1 4 sent dur i ng the meeti ng on June 9t h , and any 

15 o t hers . 

16 And if you could also do the favor --

17 it's sometimes just hard , we unders t and, and we 

1 8 appreciate you getti ng t he documents t o us . It' s 

1 9 hard t o see where the dates -- and t o make sure we 

20 have t he full messages for t hose t exts . 

21 If you cou l d get us t hat information, 

22 that would be helpful . 

23 MR . GAGE : We will check again , and we will 

24 do our best. 

25 MS . SAWYER : Okay . 
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MR . PRIVOR: We appreciate your time . 1 

2 MR . GAGE : And you should f ee l fr ee to be i n 

3 touch. 

MS . SAWYER : Yes . 4 

5 MR . PRI VOR: We appreciate you r time t oday . 

6 We are going off the record at 3 : 25 -- back on 

7 the record . 

8 

9 

MR . FOSTER : I just have a couple questions . 

MR . PRI VOR : Mr . Foster is go i ng t o t ake 

1 0 over questioning . 

11 BY MR . FOSTER : 

1 2 Q. So if you can t urn your at t ention t o 

1 3 Exhibi t 26 again , I wi l l pick up where my 

1 4 colleague Hea t her l e ft off here . 

15 I a m unclea r. Is it possible f o r you t o 

16 go back and get the date o f the messages on this 

1 7 page? 

1 8 A. I s it possible? 

1 9 Q. Can you check your phone and get the date 

20 off your phone? 

21 A. Yes. I mean , I have checked my phone and 

22 apparently when I screenshotted it, there was no 

23 date, b ut I will check t o see if t here i s a method 

24 of getti ng t he da t e , yes . 

25 Q. If you sti l l have that in f ormation , you 



1 can go get the date and have your lawyer 

2 communica t e it t o us. 
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3 A. Yes, I will send you whatever I have on 

4 the phone , absolutely . 

5 Q. Thank you . 

6 So again , t urning your a ttention to t he 

7 first page of that exhibit , you say to Emi n : I 

8 made sure to keep you and your f a t her out of t his 

9 s t o ry, and they jus t us ed my word acqua i ntance . 

1 0 The lawyers accepted we were just acquaintances . 

11 So who is t he "we " in t he we were just 

1 2 acquaint ances? 

13 A. Myself and Don Jr .' because i t ' s not 

1 4 lawyers. As I was saying , I believe it's an e rror 

15 in writi ng . It' s journa li s t s accept tha t we were 

16 the acquaintances , when Don I think had even said 

17 an acquaintance sent him t he email . 

1 8 I' m saying the re they accept that we are 

19 acqua i ntances . 

20 Q. Right. And in the previous message , you 

21 said, they just used my word " acqua i ntance ." 

22 A. Right . 

23 Q. And you put t hat in quotes . 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. So why were you anxious to characterize 
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1 your rel ationshi p wi th Do n Jr . as j ust 

2 acqu a intances , as oppos ed to somet hing e lse? 

3 A. I d o n 't know . I don 't know. 

4 Q. And just so I understand your testimony 

5 about the next t ext in reference t o lawyers , are 

6 you saying t hat you were no t having communications 

7 wi th Do n Jr . ' s l awyers around this time , that this 

8 wasn 't a reference t o your try i ng to convince Don 

9 Jr. ' s l awye r s that yo u and Do n Jr. were jus t 

1 0 acquaintances? 

11 A. I believe I never had t hat conversat i on 

1 2 with his lawyers, no . 

1 3 Q. Are yo u and Do n Jr . mo re than j ust 

1 4 acqu a intances? 

1 5 A. No . As I say, a t best , we are 

16 acquaintances . Based on the number of 

1 7 interactions we have ever had , we a re, at bes t, 

1 8 acquaint ances . 

1 9 MR . FOSTER : I d o n't have anythi ng else . 

20 Thanks . 

21 BY MS . SAWYER : 

2 2 Q. Well , just to follow up on that , Emin 

23 responds t o you and says a wesome . 

24 Why woul d t hat be awesome for him t o have 

25 you portray your rel ationshi p wi th the Trumps as 
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1 just acquaintances? 

2 A. I don 't know . I mean , it' s his word. I 

3 don ' t know . 

4 Q. And you didn ' t ask him? 

5 A. Apparently not . 

6 BY MR . FOSTER : 

7 Q. Do you have any financi a l relationship 

8 with the Trumps or with Don Jr.? 

9 A. Financia l re l a tionships, no. 

10 Q. He has never paid you? 

11 A. Don Jr .' no. 

12 Q. You never paid him? 

13 A. No . 

14 MR. PRIVOR: Thank you for your 

15 We wi l l go off the record . 

16 [Whereupon , 

1 7 a t 3:30 p . m.J 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

the proceedings were 

time today . 

It i s 3 : 30. 

adjourned 
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