
































































































First	
  let	
  me	
  say	
  Congratulations!	
  	
  And	
  thank	
  you	
  for	
  letting	
  me	
  

share	
  this	
  special	
  day	
  with	
  you,	
  	
  I	
  seems	
  just	
  like	
  yesterday	
  that	
  

I	
  sat	
  in	
  those	
  seats,	
  listening	
  to	
  Prof.	
  McGoldrick,	
  Prof.	
  

Scarberry	
  or	
  Prof.	
  Kerr.	
  	
  Whether	
  you	
  believed	
  it	
  or	
  not,	
  you	
  

have	
  made	
  it!	
  

	
  

Your	
  presence	
  here	
  today	
  is	
  a	
  milestone	
  event	
  in	
  your	
  lives.	
  	
  In	
  

a	
  few	
  short	
  moments	
  you	
  life	
  will	
  change.	
  	
  Every	
  moment	
  after	
  

you	
  take	
  this	
  oath,	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  earned	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  be	
  called	
  a	
  

lawyer.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  milestone	
  because	
  it	
  represents	
  the	
  culmination	
  

of	
  three	
  long	
  years	
  of	
  study,	
  three	
  even	
  longer	
  days	
  of	
  

examination	
  and	
  application.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  milestone	
  because	
  it	
  is	
  

permanent.	
  	
  It	
  does	
  not	
  end	
  when	
  you	
  retire;	
  it	
  does	
  not	
  end,	
  



when	
  you	
  cease	
  to	
  practice	
  law.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  have	
  earned	
  that	
  

fundamental	
  difference	
  in	
  responsibility.	
  

	
  

You	
  will	
  soon	
  become	
  a	
  special	
  member	
  of	
  our	
  society.	
  	
  You	
  

have	
  been	
  given	
  special	
  recognition	
  by	
  our	
  courts,	
  our	
  

legislators	
  and	
  our	
  citizens	
  for	
  the	
  protection	
  of	
  others’	
  

interest.	
  	
  You	
  are	
  entrusted	
  with	
  keeping	
  privileged	
  

communications.	
  	
  Members	
  of	
  our	
  society	
  will	
  tell	
  you	
  

important	
  private	
  details	
  trusting	
  that	
  no	
  one	
  else	
  will	
  know	
  of	
  

them.	
  	
  No	
  matter	
  what	
  type	
  of	
  law	
  you	
  practice,	
  regular	
  folks	
  

from	
  our	
  community	
  will	
  depend	
  upon	
  YOU	
  to	
  protect	
  their	
  

financial	
  interests	
  or	
  liberty	
  interests.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  become	
  the	
  

most	
  important	
  members	
  of	
  our	
  legal	
  society	
  because	
  YOU	
  will	
  

be	
  entrusted	
  with	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  law.	
  	
  The	
  disputes	
  



YOU	
  choose	
  to	
  bring	
  will	
  contribute	
  to	
  its	
  evolution.	
  	
  People	
  

sometimes	
  believe	
  that	
  judges	
  are	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  persons	
  

in	
  the	
  courtroom,	
  but	
  I	
  submit	
  to	
  you	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  YOU,	
  the	
  lawyers	
  

who	
  are	
  the	
  most	
  important.	
  	
  Judges	
  are	
  passive,	
  we	
  are	
  

required	
  to	
  hear	
  the	
  matters	
  YOU	
  bring	
  to	
  us.	
  	
  The	
  

development	
  of	
  our	
  law	
  rests	
  with	
  YOU.	
  	
  YOU	
  will	
  decide	
  what	
  

types	
  of	
  cases	
  to	
  file	
  and	
  upon	
  what	
  theories	
  you	
  will	
  base	
  

those	
  cases.	
  

	
  

I	
  submit	
  to	
  you	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  leaving	
  here	
  with	
  all	
  the	
  tools	
  you	
  

need	
  to	
  excel	
  in	
  this	
  profession.	
  	
  Especially	
  coming	
  from	
  

Pepperdine.	
  	
  You	
  have	
  studied	
  in	
  an	
  atmosphere	
  where	
  

integrity	
  matters.	
  	
  	
  Ronald	
  Dworkin	
  said	
  this	
  about	
  the	
  practice	
  

of	
  law.	
  	
  “Integrity	
  is	
  the	
  key	
  to	
  understanding	
  legal	
  practice.	
  	
  



Law’s	
  empire	
  is	
  defined	
  by	
  attitude,	
  not	
  territory	
  or	
  power	
  or	
  

process.”	
  	
  You	
  have	
  also	
  studied	
  at	
  an	
  institution	
  where	
  values	
  

matter.	
  	
  Your	
  reputation	
  is	
  not	
  worth	
  any	
  case,	
  any	
  motion	
  or	
  

any	
  issue.	
  	
  You	
  also	
  studied	
  at	
  an	
  institution	
  where	
  

relationships	
  matter.	
  	
  This	
  institution	
  values	
  you	
  as	
  a	
  member	
  

of	
  its	
  family	
  and	
  will	
  always	
  be	
  there	
  for	
  you,	
  whether	
  you	
  are	
  

seeking	
  an	
  internship,	
  a	
  job	
  or	
  a	
  judgeship.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

As	
  you	
  transition	
  from	
  student	
  to	
  professional,	
  those	
  around	
  

you	
  will	
  become	
  your	
  legal	
  resources,	
  your	
  trusted	
  advisors	
  and	
  

your	
  life-­‐long	
  friends.	
  	
  As	
  your	
  careers	
  evolve,	
  rely	
  upon	
  your	
  

fellow	
  alumni,	
  and	
  let	
  your	
  imagination	
  be	
  sole	
  limitation	
  upon	
  

your	
  career.	
  	
  In	
  my	
  group	
  of	
  alumni	
  alone,	
  I	
  am	
  honored	
  to	
  call	
  

as	
  my	
  friends,	
  the	
  former	
  United	
  States	
  Ambassador	
  to	
  the	
  War	
  



Crimes	
  Tribunal,	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  Attorney	
  for	
  the	
  Central	
  

District	
  of	
  California,	
  an	
  award	
  winning	
  personal	
  injury	
  lawyer	
  

and	
  a	
  Lt.	
  Colonel	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  Marines.	
  

	
  

This	
  is	
  a	
  special	
  time	
  in	
  your	
  lives,	
  a	
  new	
  beginning	
  and	
  

milestone	
  event.	
  	
  In	
  closing	
  please	
  indulge	
  me	
  these	
  few	
  brief	
  

pieces	
  of	
  advice:	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
   You	
  are	
  special	
  people	
  for	
  having	
  chosen	
  a	
  career	
  in	
  the	
  

law	
  and	
  you	
  are	
  special	
  people	
  for	
  having	
  chosen	
  Pepperdine	
  as	
  

your	
  law	
  school.	
  	
  Society	
  places	
  special	
  privileges	
  and	
  

responsibilities	
  upon	
  you.	
  	
  Honor	
  those	
  responsibilities.	
  	
  

Practice	
  with	
  integrity.	
  	
  Be	
  prepared,	
  be	
  thorough	
  and	
  be	
  



zealous.	
  	
  But	
  remember	
  to	
  give	
  back.	
  	
  Give	
  back	
  to	
  your	
  

community	
  by	
  doing	
  pro	
  bono	
  work,	
  give	
  back	
  to	
  your	
  law	
  

school	
  in	
  any	
  way	
  you	
  can,	
  and	
  most	
  importantly,	
  give	
  back	
  to	
  

your	
  families	
  who	
  made	
  it	
  possible	
  for	
  you	
  be	
  where	
  you	
  are	
  

today.	
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