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The Superior Court
900 THIRD STREET
SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA 91340
CHAMBERS OF
BEVERLY REID O'CONNELL

TELEPHONE
(818) 898-2624

January 3, 2013

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I have reviewed the Senate Questionnaire that | previously filed in connection with my
nomination on November 14, 2012 to be a United States District Judge for the Central
District of California. Incorporating the additional information below, I certify that the
information contained in that document is, to the best of my knowledge, true and accurate

December 7, 2012: [ swore in the new admittees to the State Bar of California
who graduated from Pepperdine School of Law, in Malibu, California. In
connection with administering the oath, [ made brief remarks about being an
attorney. Remarks supplied. (Q12.d).

November 21, 2012: [ was interviewed by the University of California at Los
Angeles (UCLA) after my nomination. | commented on UCLA’s recent football
victory over the University of Southern California and the honor of being
nominated by President Obama. Article supplied. (Q12.€).

On November 19, 2012, 1 was promoted by the Presiding Judge of Los Angeles
Superior Court to be the Supervising Judge of the North Valley District of Los
Angeles Superior Court. As the Supervising Judge, I am responsible for
supervising approximately 24 bench officers and three courthouses. On January 2
2013, I was appointed by the Presiding Judge to the Los Angeles Superior Court’s
Personnel and Budget committee. The Committee advises the court on budget
matters. (QI13).

I have completed one additional court trial. (Q13.a).
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I am forwarding an updated Net Worth Statement and Financial Disclosure Report as
requested by the Questionnaire. I thank the Committee for its consideration of my
nomination.

Sincerely,

1d O’Connell

cc: The Honorable Charles Grassley
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510



First let me say Congratulations! And thank you for letting me
share this special day with you, | seems just like yesterday that
| sat in those seats, listening to Prof. McGoldrick, Prof.
Scarberry or Prof. Kerr. Whether you believed it or not, you

have made it!

Your presence here today is a milestone event in your lives. In
a few short moments you life will change. Every moment after
you take this oath, you will have earned the right to be called a
lawyer. It is a milestone because it represents the culmination
of three long years of study, three even longer days of
examination and application. It is a milestone because it is

permanent. It does not end when you retire; it does not end,



when you cease to practice law. You will have earned that

fundamental difference in responsibility.

You will soon become a special member of our society. You
have been given special recognition by our courts, our
legislators and our citizens for the protection of others’
interest. You are entrusted with keeping privileged
communications. Members of our society will tell you
important private details trusting that no one else will know of
them. No matter what type of law you practice, regular folks
from our community will depend upon YOU to protect their
financial interests or liberty interests. You will become the
most important members of our legal society because YOU wiill

be entrusted with the development of the law. The disputes



YOU choose to bring will contribute to its evolution. People
sometimes believe that judges are the most important persons
in the courtroom, but | submit to you it will be YOU, the lawyers
who are the most important. Judges are passive, we are
required to hear the matters YOU bring to us. The
development of our law rests with YOU. YOU will decide what
types of cases to file and upon what theories you will base

those cases.

| submit to you that you are leaving here with all the tools you
need to excel in this profession. Especially coming from
Pepperdine. You have studied in an atmosphere where
integrity matters. Ronald Dworkin said this about the practice

of law. “Integrity is the key to understanding legal practice.



Law’s empire is defined by attitude, not territory or power or
process.” You have also studied at an institution where values
matter. Your reputation is not worth any case, any motion or
any issue. You also studied at an institution where
relationships matter. This institution values you as a member
of its family and will always be there for you, whether you are

seeking an internship, a job or a judgeship.

As you transition from student to professional, those around
you will become your legal resources, your trusted advisors and
your life-long friends. As your careers evolve, rely upon your
fellow alumni, and let your imagination be sole limitation upon
your career. In my group of alumni alone, | am honored to call

as my friends, the former United States Ambassador to the War



Crimes Tribunal, the United States Attorney for the Central
District of California, an award winning personal injury lawyer

and a Lt. Colonel in the United States Marines.

This is a special time in your lives, a new beginning and
milestone event. In closing please indulge me these few brief

pieces of advice:

You are special people for having chosen a career in the
law and you are special people for having chosen Pepperdine as
your law school. Society places special privileges and
responsibilities upon you. Honor those responsibilities.

Practice with integrity. Be prepared, be thorough and be



zealous. But remember to give back. Give back to your
community by doing pro bono work, give back to your law
school in any way you can, and most importantly, give back to
your families who made it possible for you be where you are

today.
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Obama nominates UCLA alumna to U.S District Court

Obama recently named UCLA graduate Beverly Reid O’Connell a U.S. District Court judge

By RYAN NELSON
Published November 21, 2012, 4:07 am in News

Tweet <1 Recommend 23

Adorned in a black robe, Beverly Reid O’Connell sat in her office in the San Fernando courthouse Monday.

The judge had returned from a weekend that held a significant milestone for her and fellow Bruins: the UCLA football team’s victory
over USC,

“It was the best,” said O’Connell. a UCLA alumna who attended the rivalry football game on Saturday. “We waited a long time for that
game.”

O’Connell graduated from UCLA in 1986 with a bachelor’s degree in political science before moving onto Pepperdine University,
where she earned her law degree. On Nov. 14, President Barack Obama nominated her to fill the vacancy in the United States District
Court for the Central District of California. If confirmed. O°Connell will be responsible for handling cases that fall under federal
jurisdiction within the district. which stretches from the Pacific Coast to the borders of Nevada and Arizona,

She is one of 19 judges nominated by the President and will help fill the nearly 100 vacancies left on federal benches nationwide.

O’Connell has served as a Superior Court Judge in Los Angeles since 2005, after working as an assistant U.S. attorney for 10 years.

For those who know her, her rise in the judicial world seemed inevitable. Linda Reid, O’Connell’s older sister who also graduated from
UCLA and was her former college roommate, said she noticed O*Connell’s affinity for the law from a young age.

“I wanted to be an astronaut. ... (O*Connell) always wanted to be an attorney and a Supreme Court justice,” Reid said.

O’Connell would watch hours of legal television shows such as Perry Mason when she was young, Reid said as she recalled their
childhood.

“The way I know UCLA football players. she knew Supreme Court justices,” Reid said.
O’Connell’s time in Westwood was shorter than most students’ — she graduated in just three years.

As an undergraduate, she was a member of the sorority Sigma Kappa — which no longer exists at UCLA — where she represented the
sorority in the Panhellenic Council.

“She’s always had that personality. of just being fair and impartial, and able to mediate.” said Jamie Adler Rodriguez, O’Connell’s best
friend and sorority sister.

Though she graduated more than 25 years ago. O'Connell is still a dedicated Bruin.

She has season tickets to the football games. and plans to attend basketball games at the new Pauley Pavilion when she has time.

During her time at Pepperdine’s law school, O*Connell met her husband Dan, now a prosecutor who works in the city of Los Angeles.
Her colleague Charlaine Olmedo, also a UCLA alumna, saw O’Connell’s work ethic and knowledge of the nuances of the law as keys
to her success. “She is set apart in her capabilities of handling the human drama that comes into the courtroom ... she applies the law
fairly, and does it in a way that is gracious to both sides,” Olmedo said. *Both sides leave the court with a sense of fundamental fairness.

even if they do not necessarily win the argument.”

O’Connell’s nomination must be confirmed by the U.S. Senate. The nomination isn’t secure, however. as Senate Republicans have
warked in recent months to block the president’s nominations, according to the Los Angeles Times.

While she said she could not comment on the nomination, O’ Connell did express her gratitude.

http://www.dailybruin.com/article/2012/1 1/obama-nominates-ucla-alumna-to-u-s-district-court
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“I'm honored that the President nominated me.™

http://www.dailybruin.com/article/2012/1 1 /obama-nominates-ucla-alumna-to-u-s-district-court
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