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Q. Have you ever registered under the
Forelgn Agents Regilstration Act?

A. I did neot, no.

Q. Have you ever recelved a letter of
inguiry from the Justice Department regarding the
potential need to register under the Foreign
Agents Registration Act?

B L did reoelwe ome thils sprlag.

Q. This spring?

A. Yes.

Q. And what work was that relating to?

A. Tt referred to my work for HRAGT.

Q. Did you respond to that DOJ letter of
LGRS E

A. Yes, =ir.

Q. Can you state 1n general what vyour
response was?

MR. TREMONTE: Hold on a second.

[Counsel confers with witness.]

MR. AKHMETSHIN: Yes, =sir, I would like to
clarify. I was involved in these matters which
required -- because I was working with the council
at that time, and I worked on matters which
regquired FARA registration, but the council filed

this exemption request, and those were granted.
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BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Was that in reference to your HRAGI work
or previous work?

A. Previous work.

Q. Previous work, okay. So you received --
your counsel filed an exemption reguest? TIs that
the context?

MR. TREMONTE: Excuse me.

[Counsel confers with witness.]

MR. TREMONTE: Go ahead.

BY MR. FO3TER:

Q. So, I'm sorry, I didn't understand the
last answer. So you're sayling there's previous
work not related to HRAGI that you had
interactions with the FARA unit about, and you --

R. Corrects

Q. Your attorney requested and you receilved
an exemptlon so that you would not have to file?

A. Correct, sir.

0. And what was that in relaticon to?

A. Tt was in relation representing
Government of Kyrgyzstan on this alr force base
worlk.

Q. Could vyou be a little more specifie?

What do you mean on "alr force base work"?
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A. You know, we represented Government of
Kyrgyzstan on a number of lissues, the alr force
lease and recovering of their assets and other
things. And that work would have required
registering under FARA, but I worked for the law
firm at that time, and the law firm filed a
request for exemption from registering, and that
exemptlon was granted.

0. On what basis?

A. T'm not sure. I was told by the law firm
that it was --

MR. TREMONTE: You don't want to get into
privileged communications.

BY MR. DAVIS:

0. Which law firm was 1it?

A. Tt was BakerHostetler.
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Q. Do you know Secretary Clinton?
A. T do know her, yes.

Q. You know Hillary Clinton? What's the

how do you know her?

L.,

A. Personal.
Q. How long have vyou kKnown her?

A. Probably I met her first like in late

Q. Was that through Ed Lieberman?
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A. Through his wife.

Q. And how would vyou describe your
relationship with her now?

A. Nonexistent. Last time I saw her, at the
funeral of Evelyn Lieberman.

MR. DAVIS: Okay. Now my colleague Ms.
Nikas I think has some additional guestions for
YOu.

BY MS. NIKAS:

Q. Going back to the time when vyou first
came to the U.3., I Jjust have a few guestions.
You became a citizen in 2009; is that correct?

B. Thak s conrech.

Q. Okay. And how did you first come to the

A. T entered United States to attend
graduate school.

Q. Okay. And which visa did you apply for?

A. I think F-1 wvisa. It's a student visa.

Q. Do you remember which year that was?

A. A wvisa was granted to me in late 1993,
and I remember arriving to United States on
January 1, 1994.

Q. Had vyou traveled to the U.S. before vou

came in '94°7?
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AL No.

Q. And for what purpose did you seek a
student visa?

A. To continue my graduate studies 1in
chemistry.

Q. Was that at Catholic University?

B. Correct.

Q. And what brought you to Catholic
University specifically to study?

A. T applied to several schools. They were
the ones who have -- gave me better terms and want
me .

Q. Did you complete your degree program?

A. Correct, yes. I cobtained Ph.D. from
Catholic.

Q. Did you pursue a speclalty area within
the field of chemistry?

A. e

Q. What was that specialty area?

A. Bioorganic chemistry.

Q. Upon graduation, did you ever practice in
the field of chemistry or pursue employment based
on your Ph.D. in chemistry?

A. T was a postdoctoral fellow for a while,

and I was actively looking for a job 1in chemistry.
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But in D.C. i1it's not that easy to find.

Q. Okay. You previously stated that vyou're
from Kazan, Russia, and the Times article
mentioned, which is Exhibit 18 that's already been
introduced, that you pursued a degree in chemistry
at the Kazan State University before vou came to
the U.8. L= that corseat?

A. Correct, ma'am.

Q. And why did you choose the Kazan State
University?

A. Because T lived there.

Q. And to the best of your knowledge, is the
university a publicly funded or privately funded
organization?

A. It was =still U.S.28.R. at that time, =0 it
was —— there are no private universities, so 1t's
public university, state university. It's
actually one of the oldest schools 1in Russia.

Q. To the best of your knowledge, 1s 1t
still publicly funded, or is it now a private --

A. Tt's still state university.

Q. And did you pursue a similar course of
study to what you pursued at Catholic University?

A. My degree, my undergrad degree in Kazan

University was in physical chemistry, and
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professor at Catholic University was interested in
having someone 1n her lab team with this
experience of the kinetiecs, you know, it's
measuring the speeds of reactlions and kind of --
cshe was actively seeking someone with that kind of
capacity and knowledge, and as I mentioned, again,
it's probably one of the oldest and most
prestiglous unlversities. The only chemical
element which was discovered 1n Russla was
discovered in Kazan. It's Ruthenium. And so she
was actually looking for a graduate student with
that gqualifications, and -- but when I entered
this, I still used some of the stuff I did in
Kazan in physical chemistry, but my degree was in
bioorganic chemistry. So 1t was about these
enzymes, mostly blood enzymes. Majority of my
Ph.D. thesis about the kinetics of blood enzymes.

Q. Okay. And you sald that a professor at
Cathollic was seeking someone with your
predenElads .

L. Corrects

Q. So did Catheolic University pursue your

A. There was a professor at Kazan University
who had a relationship with this professor in

Catholic University, so she asked her do vyvou know
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any like interesting people who are interested in
Jolning my lab, and I was kind of was her
recommendation. But I applied as everyone else.
But she definitely was instrumental with --
hundreds of people apply, s0 she was interested in
having me.

Q. Do you recall her name?

A. My professor at Catholic?

Q. Your professor.

A. Tldiko Kovach. Ildiko, I-L-D-I-K-0;
Kovach, K-0-V-A-C-H.

Q. And the professor at Kazan State, do you
rewall er mame? L% a hesd

A. Yeah. She passed away a few years ago.
Her name was Rose, R-0-3 —-- Rosa. Fosa. Last
name, Arshinova, A-R-S-H-I-N-0O-V-A. She later
left academia and worked for Monsanto Company.
She passed away a few years back.

Q. While you were pursuing a chemistry
degree at Kazan State, did you work?

A. T did work, ves.

Q. What was the nature of vyour work?

A. T was a night guard. You know, I had
Just ceame out of the army. It was my grandmother

and my slister, so I needed money, so I worked as a
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night guard. And I also got into this -- some, vyou
know, used parts, this new business. I was
trading scrap metal.

Q. Did vyou work for the university at all?

A. T might have had 1like, wvyou know, like
lab-- wyou know, university tries to support
students, and T might have gotten some little
money, llike 20 rubles here and there, but just for
-— from the research work. But nothing
gsignificant.

Q. For research. Do you recall what type of
research vyou conducted?

A. It's in my lab. Just my professor at
Kazan University was giving me kind of -- are you
talking about Kazan or --

0. Kazan.

A. Kazan, yes, so Just -- you know, they had
thelr own grants, and they had some lab positions.
So 1in addition to working, you do some lab work.
You know, Just kind of -- you know, 1it's something
they usually would hire someone ocutside, but, vyou
know, I did this like, you know, to purify
liguids, solwvents, vou know. I mean, do like
menial pretty much work, which is not very kind of

== 4.k does not reguire a high degree but skill
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regquires certain skills.

Q. And golng back Lo your previous military
history, when did you begin your service? And
what was your occupational specialty or
corresponding Job duties?

A. T was drafted after my first year in
university in June 1986, and I was assigned to
something called Commandant Service of the TLroops.
And I was -- kind of performed a varilety of
different tasks in that capacity in that unit.

Q. Can vyou recall which tasks you performed?

A. T did a lot of guard duty. I was --
served alEe ag a eourier. I carrlied doeumersts ard
like, wyou know, they give you briefcase with this
handcuff briefcase, like gun and two guys with AK-
47s, and then, vyou know, they tell vyou to go
somewhere, Ttake a tralin, or, you know, Jjust...

Q. And so you were drafted in 1986. When
did you complete your service?

A. T was demobilized -- that's the term
called demobilized -- in —-- I believe it was in
June of 1988.

Q. And what was your rank at the end of your
gerviee Lerm?

B.. Sergesnt.
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0. The New York Times article that we had
mentioned earlier sald that you were a
communications specialist. Can you explain what a
communications speclalist 1s?

A. Carrvying documents.

Q. Only carrying documents?

B. Correct.

Q. That same article referenced agaln 1in
1991 vyou had jolned the service. For what purpose
did you join the service for a single year?

A. T commissioned -- it actually wasn't then
a year. I commissioned as an officer, first
lieutenant, in 19%91. And because at that time I -
- there was an option in the university where you
could kind of take like ROTC kind of thing, so you
take classes Tto commission as an officer. So 1n
parallel to pursuing my kind of studies, I also
took some extra classes, and kind of -- and then
afterwards, I was commissioned as a lieutenant in
chemical and biological defense.

Q. And how long did you serve in that role?

A. Three months.

Q. Why did vou end that service?

A. There®s ne need for offieers at thab

time. The wall was coming down, you know, Just the
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troops were coming back. There were way more real
officers who kind of went to better schools, and
they were all kind of fired. So there was
absolutely no need anymore. And I was never even
offered to join the service, and T had no interest
in joining the service.

Q. Except for in 1991 when you --

A. No, no. I was interested like at least--
at least just 1in case. You know, 1t wasn't that
difficult for me to take these classes like once a
week. You take like 3 hours. It wasn't a big
deal for me.

Q. Which extra classes did you take?

A. Like wery specific class in chemical
defense, what has happened, like nuclear bomb
falls. Tt's not a very romantic thing. You wear
scrub sults, and you just go, like wash off
things, you know, Just —-- it's chemical defense.

I mean, you study -- it's all chemlistry-related.

Q. In addition to the term in 1991, hawve vou
served in the military in any other capacity?

A. No, never.

Q. Did you have to undergo weapons training
as part of your servigce?

A L. dild, yeg.
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Q. Can you explain that weapons training?

A. It was like everyone does 1t, and vyou --
they teach vyou to shoot. They teach vyou to kind
of —- nothing specific. I wasn't very good at
that. But, you know, every 6 months vyou take a
test or like even 3 months, you know, they kind of
commission you. You have to kind of continue have
proficiency, Just like every 3 months you run 3K,
you do pull-ups, you know, Just -- it's regular
like tests. I'm sure every military has it.

Q. And during your time serving, were you
deployed or did wyou fight in any foreign wars?

A. I never was 1n a combat capaclty, nhever
csaw a combat capacity.

Q. Okay. You mentioned that you had
traveled to Afghanistan in 2005, 2006. What was
the purpose for that travel?

A. There was this private businessman asked
me Lo kind of conduct some communication work.

Q. Communication work related to vyour
training as a communications specialist?

A. Oh, no. No, no. Just 1t's completely
different. 8o it's a northern province of
Afghanistan called Ralkh Province, and at that

time it was right after the elections, and there
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was this danger that there will be this kind of
fighting because the governor of that province was
someone, someone who was very close to this
businessman, Tajlk businessman, and they wanted Tto
kind of tell a story. And, actually, to this day T
think 1it's probably one of the most safe and nicer
parts of Afghanistan, so the women don't wear
hijabs there. It's just they go to school. It's
very kind of forward-looking thing. So I went
there just to try and kind of develop stories. At
that time there was a danger that like government
in Kabul sent their own person to be governor, and
this governor who was there -- and war would have
been started with all these former commanders, and
so it's a -- General Noor Atta was the governor at
that time. So —- and there was this kind of whole
Tajlk-Pashtun split at that time, so there were
some —-- They wanted Tto kind of emphasize role of
Tajiks in this Afghan soclety, because Tajlks are
a minority there. But they still have probably

much stronger financial power and are more --

better educated people, and -- but there was at
that time this -- Karzai was the president, so
there was these kind of -- so it's more like

telling a story, help him actually tell a story.
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Q. Did you write stories?

A. I did not write stories, but I kind of --
I developed some talking points for them. T
contacted journalists, and there were a number of
very good stories were published from -- at that
time by Western media from them.

0. Mr. Akhmetshin, I know we had talked
about this before, my colleagues have talked about
it before, but I want to revislit something. Have
you ever worked as an intelligence officer or
agent with the Russian Government or former Soviet
Union, including as part of the GRU, or with any
securlty ageneles Ln the fermer Seoviet Unlomn?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. Do you currently?

A. T never worked for -- never worked or
work, no, for intelligence agency, hever got that
training. I was an army sergeant, army officer.

Q. I want to turn back to your time now as a
student at Catholic University. When you were a
student, did vyou perform any research or work
while you were 1n your field of study, either for
the university or elsewhere?

A. T did, vyes, ma'am.

0. And what was that?
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A. In order to get a Ph.D., you need to kind
of publish in a magazine and to perform research,
not Just taking classes. 8o you need original
sclentific work, and that was the work I was dolng
there.

ME. TREMONTE: And did you publish?

MR. AKHMETSHIN: I published extensively --
I wouldn't say "extensively,”™ but I published 1in
very good magazines, you know, contribute your
monographs.

BY MS. NIKAS:

Q. Were you ever employed by the
International Eurasian Institute for Economic and
Political Research?

. Yegx

Q. In what capacity?

A. T was working as a director here 1in
Washington.

0. And what was the time frame for that?

A. This institute kind of became -- after
Kazakhstan 21st Century Foundation was closed, it
became -- 1t morphed into this International
Furasian Institute because it had much broader
focus on Central Asia. So probably from 2000 --

er 1989, 2000, Ehreugh prebably unblil recemtly, Lt
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still -- vou know, we still file tax returns.

. B IthNe ghilld an oobingg e

A. It's not -- I mean, we haven't -- I mean,
formerly active. It hasn't been doing work in a
while but, you know, it's still in existence.

They file tax returns.

Q. Did you seek work authorization from the
then-Tmmigration and Naturallzation Service while
you were on your student wvisa? Do you recall?

A. T definitely did not work illegally here,
but I'm certain -- I don't remember details of
that, but T think that, wyou know, there are
certaln arrangements which were made for me to --

MR. TREMONTE: Do you remember specifically?

MR. AKHMETSHIN: I don't remember
specifically. T might have, but 1t's been such a
long time.

BY MS. NIKAS:

Q. You mentioned you were an office
director. What did vyvou do in that capacity?

A. T directed the work of the institute. I
hired lobbying firms, PR firms, vyvou know, Just
kind of communicated with Jjournalists. I was
developing stories, you know.

Q. Do you recall how many employees The
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institute employed?

A. We had never more than one or two. It
was a small kind of group.

0. And --

BY MR. FO3TER:

0. Who funds 1it?

A. Tt was funded through donations by the
people glve to Central Asla, and I bellewve
orliginal money came from some of the corporations,
including American.

Q. So who gathered the -- were you involved
in fundraising for it”

A. I never fundraised, but there was this
gentleman, these whole activities of both entities
were centered arcound this former prime minister of
Kazakhstan. T think he was someone who was kind
of person who was ralsing money.

0. And who was that?

A. Akezhan, A-K-E-Z-H-A-N, Kazhegeldin, K-A-
Z-H-E-G-E-L-D-1I-N.

BY MS. NIKAS:

Q. Do you recall if Mr. Lleberman was
employed by the institute or conducted any
business with the institute?

A. He was legal adviser or his law firm was
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adviser to the institute, yes.

Q. Do you recall for which time frame that
occurred?

A. Probably for most of the time, ves.

Q. To the best of your knowledge, does Mr.
Lieberman work as an agent of or in any way do
business on behalf of the Russian Government?

MR. TREMONTE: To Lhe best --

MR. AKHMETSHIN: To best -- no.

MR. TREMONTE: Just trying to streamline the
process here. We're pushing up against 2:30, and
we're here voluntarily and happy to answer all
your guestlons. It does feel Lo me like we're
going over stuff that we've now done at least
twice. But go ahead.

BY MS. NIKAS:

Q. So you were naturalized in Z2009. Do you
recall after you applied for and recelved your
student visa whether you adjusted your status to
become a citizen based on that visa? Or was there
an additional wvisa that you applied for?

A. T do not remember specifically this
thing, but I'm absoclutely certain that at no time
during my presence in the United States T was

violating lmmigration laws.
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TEEMONTE : Hold on. So these are highly

questions for which --

MS. NIKAS: To the best of his knowledge.

MR. AKHMETSHIN: Yes.

MR. TREMONTE: Okay. Go ahead.

MR. AKHMETSHIN: So there might have been
some—-—

MR. TREMONTE: Just Lo the best of vyour
knowledge. Do you remember specifically?

MR. AKHMETSHIN: Yes. I'm probably -- not
gpecifically. No, T don't remember specifically.

MR. TREMONTE: Okay.

MR. AKHMETSHIN: Thank vyou.

MR. TREMONTE: Sure.
BY MS. NIKAS:

Q. Are you Tamiliar with the Henry M.

Jackson Foundation?

A

I am familiar.

Q. And to the best of your knowledge, what

Al

business does the foundation conduct?

Tt's mainly medicinal research

foundation. My wife used To work for them.

Q.

=

Do you remember what duties she performed

when she worked for them?

She was researcher, I think. She was a
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sievlentist .

Q. And to the best of your knowledge, do vyou
recall how your wife first became aware of the
foundation?

A. T think she was employed by them or --

ME. TREMONTE: If you know.

MER. AKHMETSHIN: No, I don't know.

MR. TREMONTE: Yeah, and I question the
relevance of the inguiry that is --

MR. AKHMETSHIN: Actually --

MR. TREMONTE: No, no. Just go ahead. I'm
hoping we're getting to the end of this.

MR. AKHMETSHIN: Yeah, thank vyou.

BY MS. NIKAS:

Q. During the time between after vyou
graduated and you were on your student visa and
you're not familiar or you can't recall whether
you applied for another wvisa, did you make trips
outside of the United States while —-- after you
graduated and before yvou became a U.3. citizen in
20097

A. T don't remember.

Q. Okay.

MR. TREMONTE: I'm sorry. Do you have a

speellile recollection of makling brlps?
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MR. AKHMETSHIN: Between 1998 and 200972

M. DlEAS: Coroeek.

MR. AKHMETSHIN: Oh, ves, definitely.
BY MsS. NIKAS:

Q. Do you recall how many, approximately?

A, I don't remember. Three dozen. L elon'E

remember, no.
MR. TREMONTE: Thank vyou.
BY MS. NIKAS:
Q. Do you recall if you traveled on any
foreign wvisas during that time?
MR. TREMONTE: Do you specifically remember
traveling on foreign visas during that time?
MR. AKHMETSHIN: Yes.

BY MS. NIKAS:

Q. Did you travel with any business partners

during that time?

A. I don't remember.

Q. Mr. Akhmetshin, have you ever been a
member of or in any way associated with, either
directly or indirectly, the Communist Party,
Totalitarian Party, or a terrorlist organlization?

A, Never.

MS. NIKAS: Okay. I don't have any more.

BY MR. FOSTER:
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Q. Farlier we were talking about vyour
conversatlons with Journalists about the Trump
Tower meeting, after the meeting but long before
the news of the meeting broke publicly. During
that time frame, did vou ever discuss that meeting
with Mr. Glenn Simpson?

A. T never discussed it with Glenn Simpson.

Q. You have never at any time discussed 1t
with Glenn --

A. T don't remember that. I have no memory
of that.

MR. TREMONTE: You have no memory of ever
discussing --

MR. AKHMETSHIN: Discussing with Glenn --

MR. TREMONTE: --= the meeting with Glenn
Simpson.
MK. AKHMETSHIN: -— Simpsorn.

BY MR. FOSTER:

Q. AL any time?

A. At any time, no, I don't remember it.

Q. You also said in earlier rounds that you
were surprised that Ms. Veselnitskaya was able to
get the meeting with Trump, Jr. Did vyou ask her
how she was able to obtain the meeting with Trump,

el 7
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A, I did not.

Q. You never discussed that with her despite

your surprise?

A. I didn't discuss it, no.

Q. Did vyou ask anvbody else how she got the
meeting with Trump, Jr.?

AL No.

Q. And how were you first introduced to
Natalia Veselnitskaya?

A. T was introduced in the office of
BakerHostetler at the end of 2015h.

Q. Okay. And how did you come to get your

work--—

0. —-— for BakerHostetler?

MR. TREMONTE: Hold it, hold it. Tet him
ask his guestion.
BY MR. FOSTER:

Q. How did you come to work for
BakerHostetler?

A. T have --

Q. On the Prevezon matter. SOrry.

A. T worked with that firm on a number of
other issues in the past, and they knew me well,

and they invited me to work on that lssue.
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Q. And that's the first interaction that vyou
had with Denis Katsyv?

A. Correct, yes.

Q. So you mentlioned that your meeting with
Trump, Jr., was -- it was interesting, remarkable,
it was an unusual meeting, which is why wyou
mentioned 1t to your journalist friends. Have vyou
ever had other meetings with close assoclates of
political candidates or the chief of a major
political campaign before?

MR. TREMONTE: In the U.3.7

ME. FOSTER: In the U.3. An American
campalgn.

MR. AKHMETSHIN: In this cycle or --

BY MR. FOSTER:

Q. Yeah, during an election cycle.

MR. TREMONTE: Any election cycle.

MR. AKHMETSHIN: I knew Senator McCaln when
he was running years ago because I had friends who
were—-—- did advance work for him.

BY MR. FOSTER:

Q. Presidential campalgn?

A. Presidential campaign, ves.

Q. Any other Presidential campaign besides

Senator McCain's?



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

234

A. T have friends who also did this for Jon
-— what's his name? -- Huntsman. The same people,
they ran his campaign, was not very successful.

Q. Did vyou ever have any meetings with the
Hillary Clinton campaign or campaign officials?

A. Not with officials, no.

MR. TREMONTE: Are vyou talking about her
Presidential campalgn?

MR. FOSTER: Right.

MR. AKHMETSHIN: I was not involved in her
Presidential campaign.
BY MR. FO3STER:

Q. Well, regardless of whether vyou were
involved, did you ever have any meetings?

A. T knew her, I knew some people who worked
on her campaign.

Q. So you did have meetings with her and --
did you have meetings with Hillary Clinton?

A. LT met her in secial sebblng, Dokt om &
professional line.

Q. Not in a campaign --

A. Not 1n campalgn capacity, no, never.

Q. Did vyou ever do any work related to the
Clinton Foundation?

A. No.
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Q. Did you ever have any communications with
anyone about the Clinton Foundation?

A, No.

ME. HOLMES: I have Just one follow-up.

BY MR. HOLMES:

Q. Michael Weiss, the CNN reporter.

B. Yesg.

Q. I beliewe yow dmdicated eavlier that he
was writing articles you believed to be false
about wyou. And vou also indicated that he was
conferring with Bill Browder on that matter, and
you were going to confer with your counsel, T
think, during the break and tell us 1f you could
illuminate on that.

A. Yes, there was this -- it's al=so
connected to this Prevezon matter and the first
Lime he has written also about Prevezon matters.
And I believe at one point the letter was drafted
by the BakerHostetler addressing those allegatlions
to the editors of -- at that time he was with
Daily Beast, I believe.

Q. Okay. So 1f I recall correctly, the
gquestion-- vyou said that -- you said that Mr.
Weiss had been paid by Mr. Browder.

A. Yes.
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Q. And I asked you what the basis of that
statement was, and your attorney --

A. The letter specifically alleged possible
payments from Mr. Browder to Mr. Welss.

0. What letter?

A. The letter which was sent by law firm to
the editors of Daily Beast.

Q. And that letter forms the only baslis for
your—-—

A. That's the only basis. I don't have
independent knowledge of that, but I have
independent knowledge of articles being false.

MR. HOLMES: Okay. We can go off the record
gt 2n3b.

[Recess at 2:35 p.m. to 2:48 p.m.]

MS. CLAFLIN: Let's go back on the record at
2:48. I just want the record to reflect that one
of our colleagues, Jennifer Piatt, has Joined.

FURTHER EXAMINATICN BY COUNSEL FOR THE MINORITY
BY MS. CLAFLIN:

Q. Mr. Akhmetshin, vyou were asked a number
of questions about your military service. Did vyou
list that on vour naturalization application?

A. T believe so, ves.

Q. And you disclosed that to immigration
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A. I don't remember now, but I must have.

Q. Do you think that's the sort of thing
that would have come up 1n the Immigration
process?

ME. TREMONTE: In response to these
gquestions, you need to be clear. If you know the
answer, Then say you know the answer. I vyou
don't know the answer, say you don't know the
answer.

MR. AKHMETSHIN: I don't know the answer.
ITt's been such a long time ago. I couldn't locate
my naturallzatlon form.

MR. TREMONTE: Just answer the guestion.

MER. AKHMETSHIN: I'm not =sure, ma'amn.

BY MS. CLAFLIN:

Q. Okay. But to vyour recollection, you
don't think you withheld that information from
that process?

A. T would be surprised.

Q. Okay. Do you remember when you were
naturalilzed? Approximately.

A. In 2009, I guess.

Q. And T think that's when the ceremony took

place, but do you know when your application for
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citizenship was processed and approved?

B. L den™t rerernber .

Q. Would it surprise you to learn it was
October 3rd of 2008, before Barack Obama took
office?

MRE. TREMONTE: Would that surprise you?

MR. AKHMETSHIN: I don't know what's the
relevance that 1t wouldn't. So I wanted to be a
citizen, and I wanted to do it faster --

MR. TREMONTE: Okay. Would it surprise you?

MR. AKHMETSHIN: No.

MR. TREMONTE: No. Okavy.

MS. CLAFLIN: All right. I think that is
all we have, so we will go off the record now at
w30y

[Whereupon the proceedings were adjourned at 2:49

p.m. ]
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