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1 invas i o n o f Ukraine . This rel ease states , "Vi cto r 

2 I vanov has been direct or of the Federal Drug 

3 Control Service o f the Russ i an Federation s i nce 

4 May 15 , 2 008 ; he was appointed as a member of the 

5 Security Council o f the Russian Federation on May 

6 25 , 2008 . I vanov has served in a number o f other 

7 government p o sitions pri o r t o that ; he was 

8 Assis t ant to t he President of the Russian 

9 Federat i o n from 2004 t o 2008; and Deputy Ch i ef of 

10 the Administration of the Russian Federation from 

11 2000 t o 2004. I vanov joined t he KGB i n 1 977 and 

1 2 eventually rose to become the Deputy Director of 

1 3 the Federal Securi ty Service. I vanov is a close 

1 4 ally of Putin and served alongside Puti n as the 

1 5 chief o f staff of the St. Petersburg Mayo r's 

16 office in 1994 when Putin was first deputy head of 

1 7 the c ity ' s administra tion ." 

1 8 Mr . Akhmetshin , did you per f orm any work 

1 9 f or Mr . Ivanov a f ter March 20 , 201 4? 

20 A. No, I never even -- I haven 't heard from 

21 him in years . 

2 2 Q. Okay . Did you ever register under the 

23 Foreign Agents Registra tion Act f or your work f or 

24 Mr . I vanov? 

25 A. Ne v e r . 
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1 Q. Have you ever registered under the 

2 Foreign Agents Registration Act? 

3 A. I did not , no . 

4 Q. Have you ever received a letter o f 

5 inquiry from t he Just i ce Department regarding the 

6 potential need t o regist e r under t he Foreign 

7 Agents Registration Act? 

8 A. I did receive one t his spring . 

9 Q. Thi s spring? 

1 0 A. Yes . 

11 Q. And wha t work was t hat relat i ng t o? 

1 2 A. It referred t o my work f or HRAGI. 

1 3 Q. Did you respond to that DOJ l etter o f 

1 4 inquiry? 

1 5 A. Yes, s ir. 

16 Q. Can you state in general what your 

1 7 response was? 

MR . TREMONTE: Hold on a second . 

[Counsel con f ers with wi tness .] 

1 8 

1 9 

20 MR . AKHMETSHIN: Yes, sir , I would like to 

21 c l arify . I was involved i n these ma tters which 

22 required because I was working with the council 

23 a t t hat time, and I worked on mat t ers which 

24 required FARA registration, but the council fil ed 

25 this exempt i o n request , and those were granted . 
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1 BY MR . DAVIS : 

2 Q. Was t hat i n reference t o your HRAGI work 

3 o r previ o us work? 

4 

5 

A. Previous work . 

Q. Previ o us work , okay . So you received --

6 your counsel filed an exemption request? I s t hat 

7 the context? 

8 

9 

1 0 

MR . TREMONTE: Excuse me . 

[Co unsel confers wi t h witness .] 

MR . TREMONTE : Go ahead . 

11 BY MR . FOSTER : 

1 2 Q. So , I' m sorry, I didn't unders t and the 

1 3 last answer . So you ' re sayi ng there ' s previ ous 

1 4 work no t rel a t ed t o HRAGI tha t you had 

15 interactions wi t h the FARA unit about , and you --

16 A. Correct . 

17 Q. Yo u r a ttorney requested and you received 

1 8 an exemption so that you would no t have to file? 

1 9 A. Correct , s i r . 

20 Q. And wha t was tha t in r e lation t o? 

21 A. It was in relation representing 

22 Government o f Kyrgyzstan on this air force base 

23 work . 

24 Q. Could you be a little more specific? 

25 What do you mean on " air f orce base work " ? 



1 A. You know, we represented Government of 

2 Kyrgyzstan on a number of issues, the a ir force 

3 lease and recov ering of their assets and other 

4 things . And that work would have required 
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5 registering under FARA, but I worked for the l aw 

6 firm at that time, and the law firm filed a 

7 request for exemption from registering, and that 

8 exemption was granted . 

9 Q. On what basis? 

1 0 A. I ' m not sure . I was told by the law firm 

11 tha t it was --

12 MR. TREMONTE: You don 't want to get into 

13 privileged communications . 

14 BY MR . DAVIS: 

15 

16 

17 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

• 

Q. Wh i ch l aw firm was it? 

A. It was BakerHostetler. 
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Q. Do you know Secretary Cli n t on? 

A. I do know her , yes . 
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10 

11 

1 2 

1 3 

1 4 

15 

16 

1 7 

1 8 

1 9 Q. Yo u know Hi l l ary Cl inton? What ' s the --

20 how do you know her? 

21 A. Personal . 

2 2 Q. How long have you known her? 

23 A. Probably I met her fi rst like i n late 

24 ' 90s . 

25 Q. Was that through Ed Lieberman? 
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1 A. Through his wife . 

2 Q. And how would you describe your 

3 rel a tionship with her now? 

4 A. Nonexistent . Last time I saw her , at the 

5 funer a l of Evelyn Lieberman. 

6 MR. DAVIS : Okay. Now my colleague Ms. 

7 Nikas I think has some additional quest i o ns for 

8 you . 

9 BY MS . NIKAS: 

1 0 Q. Going back to the time when you first 

11 came to the U.S., I just have a few questions . 

12 You became a citizen in 2009 ; is that correct? 

A. That is correct . 13 

14 Q. Okay . And how did you first come to the 

15 U.S.? 

16 A. I entered United States to attend 

1 7 graduate school . 

1 8 

19 

Q. Okay . And which visa did you apply for? 

A. I think F-1 visa . It ' s a student visa . 

20 Q. Do you r emembe r which year tha t was ? 

21 A. A visa was granted to me in l ate 1993, 

22 and I remember arriving to United States on 

23 January 1, 1 994 . 

24 Q. Had you traveled to the U.S. before you 

25 came in ' 94? 
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1 A. No . 

2 Q. And for wha t purpose did you seek a 

3 s tudent v i sa? 

4 A. To continue my graduate studies in 

5 chemistry . 

6 Q. Was t hat a t Ca t holic University? 

7 A. Correct . 

8 Q. And wha t brought you to Ca t holic 

9 Univers ity specifica lly to study? 

1 0 A. I applied to several schools . They were 

11 the ones who have -- gave me better terms and wan t 

1 2 me . 

1 3 

1 4 

Q. Did yo u c ompl ete your degree program? 

A. Correct, yes . I obtained Ph . D. from 

15 Catho li c . 

16 Q. Did you pursue a specialty area within 

17 the fi eld o f chemi s t ry? 

1 8 A. Yes . 

1 9 Q. What was that speci a l ty area? 

20 A. Bioorganic chemistry . 

21 Q. Upon graduat i o n , d i d you ever practi ce in 

2 2 the field of chemistry or pursue employment based 

23 on you r Ph . D. in chemi s t ry? 

24 A. I was a postdoctoral fell ow for a while , 

25 and I was act i vely l ooki ng f o r a j ob i n chemistry . 
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1 But in D. C. it's not that easy to find. 

2 Q. Okay . You previously stated tha t you 're 

3 fr om Kazan , Russ ia, and the Times artic l e 

4 mentioned , which is Exhibit 18 that ' s already been 

5 introduced, tha t you pursued a degree in chemistry 

6 at the Kazan State University before you came to 

7 the U. S . Is that correct? 

8 A. Correct , ma ' am . 

9 Q. And why did you choose the Kazan State 

1 0 University? 

11 A. Beca use I lived there. 

12 Q. And to the best of your knowledge , is the 

13 univers ity a publicly fund ed or privately fund ed 

14 organi za tion? 

15 A. It was s till U.S.S.R. a t that time, so it 

16 was there are no private universities , so it's 

17 public university, state university. It's 

1 8 actually one of the oldest schools in Russia. 

19 Q. To the best of your knowledge, is it 

20 still publicly fund ed , or is it now a private 

21 A. It' s s till s tate univers ity. 

22 Q. And did you pursue a similar course o f 

23 study to what you pursued a t Catholic University? 

24 A. My degree, my undergrad degree in Kazan 

25 University was in physical chemi stry, and 
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1 pro f essor at Cathol i c Univers i ty was i nterested in 

2 having someone in her lab t eam with this 

3 exper i ence of the k i net i cs , you know, it's 

4 measuring the speeds o f reactions and kind o f --

5 she wa s actively seek i ng someone with tha t kind o f 

6 capacity and knowledge , and as I mentioned , again , 

7 it ' s probabl y o n e o f the oldest and most 

8 prestigious universities. The only chemi cal 

9 e l ement which was d i scovered i n Russ i a was 

1 0 discovered in Kazan . It ' s Ruthenium . And so she 

11 wa s actua lly looking f or a gradu a t e s tudent with 

1 2 that qualifications , and -- but when I ent e r ed 

1 3 this , I sti l l used s ome o f the stuff I did i n 

1 4 Kazan i n physical chemi stry, but my degree was in 

1 5 b i oorganic chemi s try . So it was about these 

16 enzymes , mostly blood enzymes . Majority of my 

1 7 Ph . D. thesis about t he kineti cs o f blood enzymes . 

1 8 Q. Okay . And you said t hat a professor a t 

1 9 Catho l ic was seeki ng s omeone with your 

20 credentials . 

21 A. Co rrect. 

2 2 Q. So did Catholic University pursue you? 

23 A. There was a professor at Kazan University 

24 who had a relationship wi t h this pro f essor in 

25 Catho l ic Uni versity, s o she asked her do yo u know 
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1 any l i ke i nterest i ng peopl e who are interested i n 

2 j o i n i ng my l ab , and I was kind of was her 

3 recommenda tio n . But I applied as everyone else. 

4 But she de fi nitely was instrumental with --

5 h undreds o f people apply, so she was i n t erested in 

6 havi ng me . 

7 Q. Do you recal l her name? 

8 A. My professor a t Ca t holi c? 

9 Q. Yo ur pro f essor . 

1 0 A. Ildiko Kovach . Ildiko , I -L-D- I - K- 0 ; 

11 Kovach , K- 0 - V- A- C- H. 

1 2 Q. And t he pro fessor at Kazan St a t e , do you 

1 3 recal l her name? It ' s a her? 

1 4 A. Yeah. She passed away a few years ago . 

1 5 Her name was Ro se, R- 0 - S -- Rosa . Ro sa. Las t 

16 name , Arshinova , A- R- S- H- I - N- 0 - V- A. She later 

1 7 left academi a and worked f or Monsant o Company . 

1 8 She passed away a f ew years back . 

1 9 Q. Whi le yo u were pursui ng a chemi stry 

20 degree at Kazan St a t e , d i d you work? 

21 

2 2 

23 

A. I did wo rk, yes . 

Q. What was the nature o f your work? 

A. I was a night guard . Yo u know, I had 

24 just came out of t he army . It was my grandmot her 

25 and my sister , s o I needed mo ney, so I wo rked as a 
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1 night guard . And I also got into this -- some , you 

2 know, used parts , t h i s new business . 

3 trading scr ap met a l. 

I was 

4 Q. Did you work f or the university at all? 

5 A. I migh t have had like, you know, like 

6 l ab-- you know, university tri es to support 

7 student s , a nd I mi ght have gotten some littl e 

8 money, like 20 rubl es he r e and t he r e , but jus t for 

9 -- from t he res e a rch wo rk. But no thing 

1 0 s ignifi cant . 

11 Q. For research . Do you reca ll wha t t ype of 

1 2 resea rch you conducted? 

1 3 A. It' s in my lab . Just my pro f essor at 

1 4 Kazan University was giving me kind of -- a r e you 

1 5 talking about Kazan o r --

1 6 Q. Ka zan. 

1 7 A. Kazan , yes , so jus t -- you know, t hey had 

1 8 the ir own g r an t s , and they had some l ab positions . 

1 9 So in additio n t o worki ng , you d o some l ab wo rk . 

20 You know, jus t kind of -- you know, it' s somet h i ng 

21 t hey us u a ll y would hire s omeo ne o utside , but , you 

22 know, I did thi s like , you know, to purify 

23 liquids, solvent s , you know . I mean , d o like 

24 me n i a l pret t y much wo rk, wh ich i s no t very kind of 

25 -- it does no t r e q u i re a high degre e but still 
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1 requires certain skills . 

2 Q. And going back to your previous military 

3 histo ry, when d i d you begin your service? And 

4 what was your occupational specialty or 

5 corresponding job duties? 

6 A. I was drafted after my first year in 

7 university in June 1986, and I was assigned to 

8 something called Commandant Service of the troops. 

9 And I was -- kind o f performed a variety of 

10 different tasks in that capacity in that unit. 

11 

12 

Q. Ca n you reca ll which tasks you performed? 

A. I did a lot of guard duty. I was --

13 serve d also as a c o uri e r . I carri e d d o cume nts and 

1 4 like, you know, they give you briefcase with this 

15 handcuff br i efcase , like gun and two guys with AK-

16 47s , and then , you know, they tell you to go 

17 somewhere , t a ke a tra i n , or , you know, just ... 

18 Q. And so you were drafted in 1986. When 

19 did you complete yo ur service ? 

20 A. I was demobilized -- that's the term 

21 cal l ed demobi li zed -- in -- I bel i eve it was i n 

2 2 June of 1988 . 

23 Q. And what was your r a nk a t the end o f your 

24 service term? 

25 A. Se rgeant . 
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1 Q. The New Yo rk Times art i c l e that we had 

2 mentioned earli e r said t ha t you we r e a 

3 communications speci a list . Can you exp l a i n what a 

4 communications specialist i s ? 

5 A. Carrying d ocuments. 

6 Q. Only carrying documents? 

7 A. Correct . 

8 Q. Tha t same a rticl e r e f e r enced aga i n in 

9 1 991 yo u had j o i ned t he s erv ice. For what p urpos e 

1 0 did you j o in the service for a s ing l e year? 

11 A. I commi ssioned i t a ctua ll y wasn ' t t hen 

1 2 a year. I commissioned as an officer , fir s t 

1 3 li e utenant , in 1 991. And becaus e at that time I -

1 4 - t he r e was an option in t he u n i ve r s ity whe r e you 

1 5 cou l d k i nd of take li ke ROTC kind o f thi ng , so yo u 

1 6 take c lasses to commission as an o ffi cer . So in 

1 7 parallel t o p ursuing my k i nd o f s tudies , I a lso 

1 8 t ook some extra classes , and kind of -- and then 

1 9 a fte rwards , I was commi ss i o n e d as a li e utenant in 

20 chemical and biological defense . 

21 Q. And how l o ng d i d you s erve in tha t role? 

22 A. Three months . 

23 Q. Why did you end t hat service? 

24 A. There ' s no need for o ffic e r s a t t hat 

25 time . The wal l was comi ng down , you k now, j ust the 
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1 troops were comi ng back . There were way mo re real 

2 office rs who kind of went to better schools , and 

3 they were a ll k i nd of fired. 

4 absolutely no need anymore . 

So there was 

And I was never even 

5 of f ered to join the service , and I had no interest 

6 in joining the service. 

7 Q. Except for in 1991 when yo u --

8 A. No, no . I was inte r es ted like a t least--

9 at l east just in case . You know, it wasn 't that 

1 0 difficult f or me to take these classes like once a 

11 week . You t ake like 3 hours . I t wasn 't a big 

1 2 deal for me . 

13 Q. Which extra classes did yo u take? 

1 4 A. Like ve ry specific class in chemical 

15 defense , what has happened , like nuclear bomb 

16 falls. It ' s not a very romantic thing . You wear 

17 scrub suits , and you just go , like wash of f 

1 8 things, you know, just -- it's chemical defense. 

19 I mean , you study it's all chemistry- related . 

20 Q. In addition to the t e rm in 19 91, have you 

21 s erved i n the milit a ry i n any o ther capacity? 

22 A. No , never . 

23 Q. Did you have to undergo weapons training 

24 as part of your service? 

25 A. I did , yes . 
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1 

2 

Q. Can you explain that weapo ns training? 

A. It was like eve ryone does it, and you --

3 they teach yo u t o shoot. They teach yo u t o k i nd 

4 of -- nothing specific . I wasn ' t very good at 

5 tha t. But, you know, every 6 months you t ake a 

6 test or like even 3 months , you know, they kind of 

7 commissio n yo u . Yo u have to kind o f c o ntinue have 

8 proficiency, just like every 3 months you run 3K, 

9 you do pull-ups , yo u know, just -- it' s regul a r 

1 0 like tests . I ' m sure every military has it. 

11 Q. And during your time serving , we re you 

12 deployed or did you fight in any foreign wars? 

13 A. I never was in a combat capacity, never 

14 saw a combat capacity . 

15 Q. Okay . You mentioned that yo u had 

16 traveled to Afghanistan in 2005 , 2006 . 

17 the purpose for tha t travel? 

What was 

1 8 A. There was this private businessman asked 

19 me t o kind of conduct some c ommunicati o n wo rk . 

20 Q. Communication work r e lated to your 

21 training as a communications specialist? 

2 2 A. Oh , no . No , no . Just it's completely 

23 different. So it's a northern province of 

24 Afghanistan called Balkh Province , and at that 

25 time it was right after the e l ect i o ns, and there 
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1 was this danger that there wi l l be thi s k i nd o f 

2 fighting because t he governor of t hat province was 

3 someone , someone who was very c l ose to thi s 

4 businessman, Tajik businessman, and they wanted to 

5 k i nd o f tell a story . And , actually, t o this day I 

6 think it's probably one of t he most sa fe and nicer 

7 parts o f Af ghani stan , so the women don ' t wear 

8 hi j abs t here . It's jus t t hey go t o school . It's 

9 v ery kind o f f o rwa rd-look i ng t h i ng . So I wen t 

1 0 there just to try and kind o f develop stories . At 

11 tha t time there was a danger t hat like government 

1 2 in Kabul sent their own person t o be governor , and 

1 3 this governor who was there and war would have 

1 4 b een start ed with a ll these former commanders , and 

15 so it' s a -- Genera l Noor Att a was t he governor a t 

16 that time . So -- and there was this kind of whole 

17 Tajik-Pashtun spl i t a t t hat time, so t here we re 

1 8 some -- they wanted to kind of emphasize role of 

1 9 Ta jiks i n this Af ghan soci ety, because Tajiks are 

20 a minority t here . But t hey s till have probably 

21 much stronger financi a l power and are more --

22 better educated people , and -- but there was at 

23 tha t time this -- Karza i was t he president, so 

24 the re was these kind o f -- so it's more like 

25 tel l ing a story, hel p him actua l ly tel l a story . 
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Q. Did you write stori es? 1 

2 A. I did not writ e s t o ri es , but I kind o f --

3 I developed some t a l k i ng po i n t s for t hem . I 

4 contacted j ournalists , and there were a n umber o f 

5 very good stories were pub lis hed from -- at t ha t 

6 time by Wes t e r n medi a from them. 

7 Q. Mr . Akhmetshin, I know we had talked 

8 about t h i s before , my colleagues have t a lked about 

9 it befo r e , but I wan t to r evisit s ometh i ng . Have 

1 0 you ever worked as an intelligence o ffi cer or 

11 agent with t he Russ i an Gove rnment or former Soviet 

12 Union , i ncludi ng as part o f the GRU, o r with any 

1 3 security agencies in the f o rmer Sovi et Uni o n? 

1 4 

15 

1 6 

A. No, ma ' am . 

Q. Do you current l y ? 

A. I never worked f or -- never worked or 

17 work , no , f or i n telligence agency, neve r got t hat 

1 8 tra i n i ng . I was an a rmy sergeant, a r my o ffic e r. 

1 9 Q. I want to turn back t o your time now as a 

20 s tudent a t Catholic University . When you we r e a 

21 s tudent, d i d yo u pe rform any r esearch o r wo rk 

22 whil e you were i n your field o f study, e ither f or 

23 t he u n i ve rsit y or elsewhere? 

24 

25 

A. I did , yes , ma ' am . 

Q. And what was that? 



224 

1 A. In o rder to get a Ph . D., you need t o kind 

2 of publish in a magazine and to perform r esearch, 

3 not jus t taking c l asses . So yo u need o riginal 

4 scientific work , and that was the work I was doing 

5 there. 

6 

7 

MR. TREMONTE: And did you publish? 

MR . AKHMETSHIN : I publ i shed extens i vely 

8 I wouldn 't say " extensively," but I published in 

9 v ery g o od magaz i nes , yo u know, contribute your 

1 0 monographs . 

11 BY MS . NIKAS: 

1 2 Q. Were you ever employed by t he 

13 International Euras i an Institute f o r Economic and 

1 4 Political Research? 

1 5 A. Yes. 

16 Q. In what capacity? 

1 7 A. I was wo rking as a director here in 

1 8 Washington. 

19 Q. And what was the time frame f o r that? 

20 A. This institute kind of b ecame -- a ft e r 

21 Kazakhstan 21st Century Foundat i o n was closed , it 

2 2 became -- it morphed into this International 

23 Eurasi an I nst itute because i t had much broader 

24 f ocus on Central Asia . So probably fr om 2000 --

25 o r 1999, 2 000, thro ugh probabl y until recently, it 
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1 still yo u know, we still file tax r e t u rns . 

2 Q. So it's still an a ctive 

3 A. It' s not I mea n , we haven't -- I mea n , 

4 f o rmerly active . It hasn ' t been doing work in a 

5 while but , you know, i t ' s still in ex i stence . 

6 They file tax returns. 

7 Q. Did yo u s e ek work authorizatio n from the 

8 then-Immigration and Na tura liza tion Se rvice while 

9 you were on your student visa? Do yo u recall? 

10 A. I definitely did no t wo rk illegally here , 

11 but I' m cert a i n -- I don 't remember details of 

1 2 that, but I think that, you know, there are 

13 certain arrange me nts which we r e made f o r me to --

1 4 

15 

MR . TREMONTE: Do yo u remember specifically? 

MR . AKHMETSHIN: I d o n 't remember 

16 specifically . 

1 7 long time . 

I might have , but it's been such a 

1 8 BY MS . NIKAS: 

19 Q. Yo u me ntio ne d yo u we r e an office 

20 director . Wha t did you do in that capacity? 

21 A. I directed the work of the ins titute. 

2 2 hired lobbying firms , PR firms , you know, just 

23 k i nd o f communica t ed with journal i s t s . 

24 devel oping stories , you know. 

I was 

25 Q. Do you recall how many e mpl o ye es the 

I 



1 institute empl oyed? 

2 A. We had never more t han one or t wo . It 

3 was a sma ll k i nd of group . 

4 Q. And --

5 BY MR . FOSTER : 

Q. Who funds it? 6 

7 A. It was f unded through donations by the 

8 people give to Central Asia , and I believe 
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9 o riginal money came fr om some o f the corporat i ons , 

1 0 including American . 

11 Q. So who gathered t he -- were you i nvolved 

1 2 in fundraising for it? 

1 3 A. I never f undraised, but there was thi s 

1 4 gentl eman , t hese whol e activi ti es of bot h entities 

1 5 were centered around thi s former pr ime minister o f 

16 Kazakhstan . I think he was someone who was kind 

1 7 o f person who was raising money . 

1 8 Q. And who was t hat? 

1 9 A. Akezhan , A- K- E- Z- H- A- N, Kazhegeldin , K- A-

20 Z- H- E- G- E-L-D-I-N. 

21 BY MS . NI KAS : 

22 Q. Do you recall if Mr . Lieberman was 

23 employed by the institute or conduct ed any 

24 business wi t h the institute? 

25 A. He was legal advi ser or his l aw firm was 
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1 advi ser to the i nst i tute , yes . 

2 Q. Do you recall for which t ime frame tha t 

3 o ccurred? 

4 A. Probably for most of the time , yes . 

5 Q. To the bes t o f your knowledge , does Mr . 

6 Lieberman work as an agent o f or in any way do 

7 bus i ness on behalf o f the Russian Government? 

MR . TREMONTE : To the bes t -­

MR . AKHMETSHIN: To bes t -- no . 

8 

9 

10 MR . TREMONTE : Just trying to streamline the 

11 process here . We ' re push i ng up a g a i nst 2 : 3 0 , and 

1 2 we ' re here voluntarily and happy t o answer all 

1 3 your questions . I t does f e el to me l i ke we ' re 

1 4 going over stuff t hat we ' ve now done at leas t 

1 5 twice . But go ahead . 

16 BY MS . NIKAS : 

1 7 Q. So you were na t ura lized i n 2 009 . Do you 

1 8 recall a ft er you applied for and received your 

1 9 student v i sa whethe r you adjusted your status to 

20 become a ci t izen b ased on tha t visa? Or was t here 

21 an addi t ional v i sa t hat you app l ied for? 

22 A. I do not remember specifically this 

23 thing , but I' m absolut ely cert a i n tha t at no t ime 

24 during my presence in the Uni t ed States I was 

25 v i o l ating immi gration laws . 
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1 MR . TREMONTE : Ho ld o n. So these are highly 

2 specific questions for which --

3 MS . NIKAS: To the best o f his knowl edge . 

4 MR . AKHMETSHIN : Yes . 

5 MR . TREMONTE: Okay. Go ahead . 

6 MR. AKHMETSHIN: So the re might have been 

7 some--

8 MR . TREMONTE: Just to the best of your 

9 knowledge . Do yo u remember specifically? 

10 MR . AKHMETSHIN : Yes . I ' m probably -- not 

11 specifically . No, I don 't remember specifically . 

1 2 

13 

1 4 

MR. TREMONTE: Okay . 

MR . AKHMETSHIN : Thank yo u . 

MR . TREMONTE: Sure . 

1 5 BY MS . NIKAS: 

16 Q. Are you familiar with the Henry M. 

1 7 Jackson Foundat i on? 

1 8 A. I am familiar. 

19 Q. And t o the best of your knowledge , what 

20 business does the foundation conduct? 

21 A. It' s ma inly medicina l resea rch 

2 2 f oundat i on . My wife used to work for them . 

23 Q. Do you remember what duties she performed 

24 when she worked for them? 

25 A. She was researcher , I think . She was a 
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1 scientist . 

2 Q. And t o the b es t of your knowledge , do you 

3 reca ll how yo ur wife fir s t became aware o f the 

4 f oundat i on? 

5 A. I t h i nk she was employed by t hem or --

6 MR . TREMONTE: If you know . 

7 MR . AKHMETSHIN : No , I d on't know . 

8 MR . TREMONTE : Yeah, and I ques tion the 

9 relevance o f the i nquiry tha t is 

MR . AKHMETSHIN : Actually --1 0 

11 MR . TREMONTE: No, no . Jus t go ahead. 

12 hoping we 're getti ng t o the end of t his . 

1 3 MR . AKHMETSHIN : Yeah , thank yo u . 

1 4 BY MS . NIKAS: 

15 Q. During the time between a fter yo u 

I' m 

16 graduated and you were on your student visa and 

17 you ' re no t f amiliar or you can 't reca ll whe t her 

1 8 you applied f or anot her visa , did you make trips 

1 9 o utside o f the Uni ted States whi le -- after you 

20 graduated and b e for e you became a U. S . ci ti zen in 

21 2009? 

22 A. I don ' t remember . 

23 Q. Okay. 

24 MR . TREMONTE: I' m sorry . Do you have a 

25 specific reco l lection o f making trips? 



1 

2 

3 

MR . AKHMETSHIN : Between 1998 and 20 09? 

MS . NIKAS: Correct . 

MR . AKHMETSHIN: Oh , yes, def i n itely. 

4 BY MS . NIKAS : 

5 Q. Do you recall how many, approx i mately? 
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6 A. I don 't remember. Three dozen. I don't 

7 remember , no . 

8 MR . TREMONTE: Thank you. 

9 BY MS . NI KAS : 

10 Q. Do you recall if you traveled on any 

11 f oreign v i sas during t hat time? 

1 2 MR . TREMONTE: Do you specifically remember 

1 3 travel ing o n f orei gn visas during that time? 

1 4 MR . AKHMETSHIN: Yes. 

1 5 BY MS . NI KAS : 

16 Q. Did you travel with any business partners 

l 7 during t hat time? 

1 8 A. I don 't remember. 

1 9 Q. Mr. Akhmetshi n , have you ever been a 

20 member of or in any way associ a t ed with , e ither 

21 d irec tl y or indirectly, the Communist Part y , 

22 Totalitarian Party, or a terrorist organization? 

23 

24 

A. Never. 

MS . NI KAS : 

25 BY MR . FOSTER : 

Okay . I don 't have any more . 
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1 Q. Earli er we were talking about your 

2 conversations with journa lists about the Trump 

3 Tower meeting, a fter the meet i ng but l ong before 

4 the news o f the meeting broke publicly . During 

5 tha t time fr ame , did you ever discuss tha t meeting 

6 with Mr . Glenn Simpson? 

7 

8 

A. I never discussed it with Glenn Simpso n. 

Q. You have never a t any time discussed it 

9 with Glenn 

1 0 A. I don ' t remember that . I have no memory 

11 of that. 

12 MR. TREMONTE: You have no memory of ever 

13 discussing --

14 

15 

MR . AKHMETSHIN: Discussing with Gl enn -­

MR . TREMONTE: -- the meeting with Glenn 

16 Simpson . 

1 7 MR . AKHMETSHIN : -- Simpson . 

1 8 BY MR . FOSTER : 

19 Q. At any time? 

20 

21 

A. At any time, no , I don 't r emembe r it. 

Q. Yo u a lso said i n earlier rounds tha t you 

22 were surprised that Ms . Veselnitskaya was able to 

23 get the meeting with Trump, Jr . Did you ask her 

24 how she was able to obtain the meeting with Trump, 

25 Jr . ? 
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1 A. I did no t . 

2 Q. You never discussed t hat with her despite 

3 your surprise? 

4 A. I didn ' t discuss it , no . 

5 Q. Did you ask anybody else how she got the 

6 meet ing with Trump , Jr . ? 

A. No . 7 

8 Q. And how were you first introduced t o 

9 Natal i a Veselnitskaya? 

10 A. I was introduced in the office of 

11 BakerHostetler at the end o f 201 5 . 

1 2 Q. Okay . And how did you come t o get your 

1 3 work--

A . I --

Q. -- for BakerHostet l er? 

1 4 

1 5 

16 MR . TREMONTE : Hold it , hold it . 

1 7 ask h i s q uest i on . 

1 8 BY MR . FOSTER : 

1 9 Q. How did yo u c ome to wo rk f or 

20 BakerHostetler? 

21 A. I have 

2 2 Q. On the Prevezon matter . Sorry . 

Let him 

23 A. I worked wi th t hat fi rm on a n umber o f 

24 o t her issues in the pas t, and they knew me well , 

25 and they i nvited me to wo rk o n that issue . 



233 

1 Q. And that ' s the fi rst interaction that you 

2 had with Denis Ka t syv? 

3 A. Correct , yes . 

4 Q. So you mentioned that your meeting with 

5 Trump , Jr ., was -- it was interesting, rema rkable, 

6 it was an unusual meeti ng , which is why you 

7 mentioned it to your j ournalist f riends . Have you 

8 ever had other meetings with close associates of 

9 pol itical candidates or the chief o f a major 

1 0 political campaign before? 

MR . TREMONTE: I n the U.S.? 11 

1 2 MR . FOSTER : I n the U. S . An American 

1 3 campa i gn . 

1 4 MR . AKHMETSHIN: In this cycle or --

1 5 BY MR . FOSTER : 

16 

1 7 

1 8 

Q. Yeah , during an election cycle . 

MR . TREMONTE: Any election cycle . 

MR . AKHMETSHIN: I knew Senator McCain when 

1 9 he was runni ng years ago because I had fri e nds who 

20 were-- did advance work for him . 

21 BY MR . FOSTER : 

22 Q. Presidential campaign? 

23 A. Pres identi al campa i gn , yes . 

24 Q. Any other Presidential campaign besides 

25 Senator McCain ' s? 
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1 

2 

A. I have friends who also did this for Jon 

what's his name? -- Huntsman . The same people , 

3 they ran his campaign , was not very s ucces s ful. 

4 Q. Did you ever have any meetings with the 

5 Hill a ry Clinton campa i gn or campa i gn o ffi cials? 

6 

7 

A. Not with officials , no . 

MR . TREMONTE : Are you talking about her 

8 Presidential campaign? 

9 

1 0 

MR . FOSTER : Right . 

MR . AKHMETSHIN : I was not invo lved in her 

11 President i a l campaign . 

12 BY MR . FOSTER : 

13 Q. Well, regardless o f whether you were 

1 4 invo lved, did you ever have any meetings? 

1 5 A. I knew her , I knew some peop l e who worked 

16 on her campaign . 

1 7 Q. So you did have meetings with her and 

1 8 did you have meetings with Hillary Clinton? 

19 A. I met her in social setting , not o n a 

20 professional line. 

2 1 

22 

Q. No t i n a campa i gn 

A. Not in campaign capacity, no , never . 

23 Q. Did you ever do any wo rk related to t he 

24 Clinton Foundation? 

25 A. No . 
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1 Q. Did you ever have any communi cat i o ns wi th 

2 anyone about t he Clint on Founda tion? 

3 A . No . 

4 MR . HOLMES : I have just one follow- up . 

5 BY MR . HOLMES: 

Q. Michael Weiss , the CNN reporter. 

A. Yes . 

6 

7 

8 Q. I believe you indica t ed earlier t hat he 

9 was writing art i c l es you believ ed to be f a lse 

1 0 about you . And you also indicated that he was 

11 con f err i ng with Bill Browder on tha t matter , and 

1 2 you were going t o confer wi t h your counsel, I 

1 3 think , during the break and tel l us if you could 

1 4 illuminate on tha t. 

1 5 A. Yes, there was this -- it's a lso 

16 connected to this Prevezon matter and the first 

1 7 time he has written a lso about Prevezon mat t ers . 

1 8 And I believe a t one point t he letter was drafted 

1 9 by the BakerHostetler address i ng those al l egations 

20 to t he editors of -- at tha t time he was with 

21 Da ily Beast , I believ e. 

22 Q. Okay . So if I recall correctly, the 

23 q uest i on-- you sa id tha t -- you said t hat Mr . 

24 Weiss had been paid by Mr . Browde r. 

25 A. Yes . 
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1 Q. And I asked yo u what the basis o f that 

2 statement was , and your a ttorney 

3 A. The l etter specifically a lleged poss i b l e 

4 payments from Mr . Browder to Mr . Weiss . 

5 Q. What letter? 

6 A. The letter which was sent by law firm to 

7 the editors o f Daily Beast . 

8 Q. And that l e tter forms the only basis for 

9 your--

1 0 A. That's the only basis. I don ' t have 

11 independent knowledge of that, but I have 

12 independent knowledge of articles being false. 

13 MR . HOLMES : Okay . We can g o o ff the record 

14 a t 2:35 . 

15 [Reces s at 2 : 35 p .m. t o 2 : 48 p . m.J 

16 MS . CLAFLIN : Let's go back on the record at 

17 2 : 48 . I just want the record to reflect that one 

1 8 of our colleagues , J ennifer Piatt , has joined. 

19 FURTHER EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE MINORITY 

2 0 BY MS . CLAFLIN: 

21 Q. Mr . Akhmetsh i n , yo u were asked a number 

2 2 of questions about your military service . Did you 

23 list that on your naturalization application? 

24 A. I believe so , yes. 

25 Q. And yo u disclo sed that to immigratio n 



237 

1 o fficials? 

2 A. I don 't remembe r now, but I must have . 

3 Q. Do you think that's the s o rt o f thing 

4 that would have come up in the immigration 

5 process? 

6 MR. TREMONTE: I n response to these 

7 quest i o ns, yo u need to be clear . If yo u know the 

8 answer, then say you know the answer. If you 

9 don 't know the answer, say yo u d o n 't know the 

1 0 answer . 

11 MR . AKHMETSHIN: I don 't know the answe r. 

12 It's been such a long time ago. 

13 my natura lization form. 

I couldn 't locate 

1 4 

1 5 

MR . TREMONTE: 

MR . AKHMETSHIN: 

Just answe r the question . 

I' m no t sure , ma ' am . 

16 BY MS . CLAFLIN : 

1 7 Q. Okay. But to your recollect i on , you 

1 8 don't think you withheld that information from 

19 that process? 

20 A. I would be surprised . 

21 Q. Okay . Do yo u remember when yo u were 

2 2 naturalized? Approximately . 

23 

24 

A. I n 2009 , I guess . 

Q. And I think that's when the ceremony took 

25 place , but d o you know when your applicatio n f o r 



1 citizenship was pro cessed and approved? 

2 A. I don 't remembe r. 

3 Q. Wo uld it s urpri s e yo u t o learn it was 

4 October 3rd of 2008 , before Barack Obama took 

5 offi ce? 

6 

7 

MR. TREMONTE: Would that surprise you? 

MR . AKHMETSHIN : I d o n't know what ' s the 
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8 r e l evance tha t it wouldn 't. So I wanted to b e a 

9 c iti zen , and I wanted to d o it faster --

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

MR . TREMONTE : Okay . Would it surprise you? 

MR . AKHMETSHIN : No. 

MR. TREMONTE: No. Okay. 

MS . CLAFLIN : Al l right . I think that is 

14 a ll we have , so we will go off the record now a t 

15 2 : 49 . 

16 [Whereupon the proceedings were adjourned at 2 : 49 

1 7 p. m. J 

1 8 
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