
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin  

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary  

United States Senate  

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  

Washington, D.C. 20510  

The Honorable Chuck E. Grassley  

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary  

United States Senate  

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

September 19, 2022 

 

Re:  Massachusetts Attorney Letter in Support of the Nomination of Judge 

Julie Rikelman to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit 

 

Dear Chariman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley: 

 

We, the undersigned Massachusetts lawyers, write to offer our enthusiastic support for 

Julie Rikelman’s nomination to serve as a judge on the United States Court of Appeals 

for the First Circuit. As Massachusetts lawyers, we come from varying professional 

backgrounds and positions. We all agree that Ms. Rikelman is a highly distinguished 

attorney with impeccable qualifications, deep respect for the rule of law, unquestioned 

integrity, and an inspiring life story. We are immensely proud to call her a fellow 

member of our Commonwealth’s legal community, and are confident she will serve as 

an honorable and impartial arbiter of the law if confirmed. We urge the Senate to 

confirm Ms. Rikelman’s nomination. 

 

Ms. Rikelman grew up in Brookline and Needham, Massachusetts, arriving as a child 

after her family left their home country of Ukraine seeking refuge from anti-Semitic 

persecution in the Soviet Union. Ms. Rikelman saw her parents face and overcome 

multiple challenges because they had to learn English later in life, and throughout her 

childhood she supported them whenever she could, including by reviewing their work 

presentations and legal documents. She attended public schools in Massachusetts, 

where she was a Commonwealth Scholar (a scholarship awarded to graduating 

Massachusetts seniors based on their academic records and dedication to public 



service). After working to put herself through college, Ms. Rikelman graduated from 

Harvard College, Phi Beta Kappa and magna cum laude. She then graduated from 

Harvard Law School cum laude in 1997. 

 

Ms. Rikelman has had a varied and accomplished legal career. She clerked for two 

highly respected appellate judges: Judge Morton Greenberg of the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Third Circuit – who was nominated by President Reagan – and Justice 

Dana Fabe of the Alaska Supreme Court, the first woman to serve on that court. She 

brings with her the legal perspective of someone who has practiced in both the 

corporate sector and in the public interest. She spent five years working in law firms 

and five years as in-house litigation counsel for a large media company. She has 

litigated on issues ranging from corporate contract disputes to securities fraud to 

environmental and constitutional law.  

 

Ms. Rikelman dedicated the bulk of her career to public interest lawyering and 

defending reproductive rights. She twice argued major constitutional cases at the 

Supreme Court to widespread acclaim, each time grounding her advocacy in principles 

at the very core of our American legal system: adherence to the rule of law, stare decisis, 

and respect for the Constitution.  

 

Ms. Rikelman’s career is uncommon in the degree that it has exposed her to a wide 

variety of legal issues, a broad scope of practice settings, and a multitude of different 

types of clients. Yet throughout her entire career, she has carried with her the values of 

rigorous legal analysis, meticulous preparation, and faithful advocacy. She has also 

been a kind and steady leader and mentor, especially to young women lawyers. All of 

this makes her as ably prepared to become an exceptional judge as any practitioner 

could be.  

 

Ms. Rikelman currently lives in Brookline, Massachusetts, not far from where she grew 

up. She has spent most of her career as a working mother, balancing her legal practice 

with raising her two daughters. Like so many others, she also spent much of the 

COVID-19 pandemic caring for her aging parents. She is an unfailingly decent person 

who is well-liked and respected by colleagues, adversaries, and fellow members of the 

bar, where she is an active member of the Massachusetts Women’s Bar Association. She 

has not angled to cultivate political connections for personal advancement; she has 

spent her career largely keeping her head down, doing excellent work, and caring for 

her family.  



 

If confirmed, Ms. Rikelman would be the first immigrant woman and the first Jewish 

woman to serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit. Her appointment as a 

Ukrainian-American would be especially meaningful in this moment when Americans 

have rallied to support the Ukrainian people, and as Massachusetts is welcoming a new 

generation of Ukrainian refugees seeking peace and liberty in our community. Her 

story, and her potential ascension to the federal bench, represent the best that America 

can be.  

 

For all these reasons, we believe that Ms. Rikelman is uniquely positioned to be a highly 

capable judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit. She has a deep 

commitment to the Constitution and the rule of law, and its centrality to a legal system 

that provides fairness and equal justice for all. The sweep of her career gives us the 

utmost confidence that as a judge, she will consistently and neutrally apply the law to 

the facts in all cases that come before her. With great pride, we strongly urge her 

confirmation. 

 

Employers of signatories listed for identification purposes only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Libby Adler Northeastern University 

Michael Altman Retired 

Andrew Baldizon Goulston & Storrs PC 

Angela Benoit Hooper, Lundy & Bookman PC 

Elizabeth Bloom Northeastern University School of Law 

Karen Blum Suffolk University Law School 

Sarah Boonin Suffolk University Law School 

Krietta Bowens Jones Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 

Cheryl Bratt Boston College Law School 

Melissa Brennan Feinberg, Dumont & Brennan LLP 

Hannah Cohen McDermott, Will & Emery LLP 

Robert Cordy McDermott, Will & Emery LLP 

Nancy Cremins Crisilid Legal LLC 

Paul Cushing Mass General Brigham 

Julie Dahlstrom Boston University School of Law 

Gene Dahmen Verrill Dana LLP 

Dan Danielsen Northeastern University 

Chris Dearborn Suffolk University Law School 

Daniel Deutsch Brooks & DeRensis PC 

William Dillon Goulston & Storrs PC 

Frank Ditta Goulston & Storrs PC 

Natasha Dobrott McDermott, Will & Emery LLP 

Kimberly Donlon Major, Lindsey & Africa LLC 

Fernande Duffly Supreme Judicial Court Justice, Ret.  

Sarah Eberspacher Goulston & Storrs PC 

Larry Elswit Retired 

Kathleen Engel Suffolk University Law School 

Nina Farber Boston College Law School 

Martha Frahm Goulston & Storrs PC 

Sara Frank Choate Hall & Stewart LLP 

Howard Friedman Law Offices of Howard Friedman PC 

Patrick Gallagher Goulston & Storrs PC 

Deirdre Geoghegan Self-employed 

Sasha Gillin Segal Roitman LLP 

Martin Glazer Goulston & Storrs PC 

Gale Glazer Law Office of Font & Glazer 

Anne Glennon Law Office of Anne Glennon 

William Golden Baker, Braverman & Barbadoro PC 



Beth Goldstein Sherin and Lodgen LLP 

Zoila Gomez Gomez & Palumbo LLC 

George  Gormley George F. Gormley PC 

Vaishali Goyal Goulston & Storrs PC 

Kent Greenfield Boston College Law School 

Hemanth Gundavaram Northeastern University School of Law 

Ernest Haddad Retired 

Hiba Hafiz Boston College Law School 

Zachary Hammond Law Office of Joseph L. Sulman 

John Henn Self-employed 

Jamie Hoag  

Emily Hodge Choate Hall & Stewart LLP 

Karen Hoffman DKS Consulting Group 

Mary Holper Boston College Law School 

Joseph Hunt Boston University School of Law 

Cornelius Hurley Boston University 

Colleen Hussey Goulston & Storrs PC 

Nancy Isikoff CASA of New Hampshire  

Gregory Kaden Goulston & Storrs PC 

Richard Kaitz  

Daniel Kanstroom Boston College 

Ilir Kavaja Kavaja Law PC 

Deborah Kay Goulston & Storrs PC 

Michael Keating Foley Hoag LLP 

Brian Kennedy Buyers Brokers Only LLC  

Jordana Kershner Baskin Kershner & Thorp LLC 

Patrick King United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit 

Karl Klare Northeastern University 

Jonathan Klein Retired 

Liora Klepper Segal Roitman LLP 

Matthew Knowles McDermott, Will & Emery LLP 

Mariana Korsunsky Goulston & Storrs PC 

Renee Landers Suffolk University Law School 

Melissa Langa Bove & Langa PC 

Robert Langlois Saponaro Law Offices PLLC  

Edward Lawrence Ropes & Gray LLP 

Sofia Lingos Trident Legal 

Theodore Lund Rich May PC 

Gretchen Lundgren Mission Advisory Group 

Michael Malm Davis, Malm & D'Agostine PC  



Stacy Malone Victim Rights Law Center 

Wendy Mariner Boston University School of Law 

Ingrid Martin Todd & Weld LLP 

Drew McCormick McDermott, Will & Emery LLP 

Denzil McKenzie McKenzie & Associates PC 

Dana McSherry McDermott, Will & Emery LLP 

Laura Medeiros WS Development 

Daniel Medwed Northeastern University 

Thomas Mela Retired 

Michael Meltsner Northeastern University 

Jonathan Miller Tides Center 

Alan Minuskin Boston College 

Thomas W. Mitchell Boston College 

Jeffrey Musman Seyfarth Shaw LLP 

Monica Neuman McDermott, Will & Emery LLP 

Dara Obbard Hackett Feinberg PC 

Karen O'Malley Goulston & Storrs PC 

Margaret Paget Kurker Paget LLC  

Reena Parikh Boston College Law School 

Wendy Parmet Northeastern University School of Law 

Thomas Phillips Brown Rudnick LLP 

David Phillips Northeastern University School of Law 

Karen Pita Loor Boston University School of Law 

Zygmunt Plater Boston College 

Jeffrey Pokorak Suffolk University Law School 

Mala Rafik Rosenfeld & Rafik PC 

Ryan Rasdall Goulston & Storrs PC 

Christina Rice Boston University 

Lauren Rikleen Rikleen Institute for Strategic Leadership 

Susan Roberts Pineapple Hospitality Consulting Group LLC 

Paul Roberts Interface Group 

Estelle Rogers Retired 

James Roosevelt Jr Verrill Dana LLP 

Adrienne Rosenblatt Goulston & Storrs PC 

Elka  Sachs Krokidas & Bluestein LLP 

Deanna Salemme Coldwell Banker 

Nancy Samiljan Goulston & Storrs PC 

Yareni Sanchez Goulston & Storrs PC 

Evangeline Sarda Boston College Law School 

Christine Savage Choate Hall & Stewart LLP 



Kristen Scammon Torres, Scammon, Hincks & Day LLP 

Emily Schulman Wilmer, Cutler, Pickering, Hale & Dorr LLP 

Leah Segal Goulston & Storrs PC 

Ilene Seidman Suffolk University Law School 

David J. Seipp Boston University School of Law 

Bijal Shah  

Sarah Sherman-Stokes Boston University School of Law 

Katharine Silbaugh Boston University 

Jessica Silbey Boston University School of Law 

Sara Silva Hogan Lovells LLP 

Virginia Sloan Constitution Project, President Emeritus 

Emily Spieler Northeastern University 

Harold Stahler Goulston & Storrs PC 

Carol Starkey Conn, Kavanaugh, Rosenthal, Peisch & Ford LLP 

Elizabeth Stillman Suffolk University Law School 

Jennifer Taddeo Estatewise Advisory 

Melissa Tearney Choate Hall & Stewart LLP 

Dan Urman Northeastern University 

Maureen Van Neste Boston College Law School 

Suzanne Villee Goulston & Storrs PC 

Sarah Walters McDermott, Will & Emery LLP 

Patricia Washienko Freiberger & Washienko LLC 

Lucy Williams Northeastern University School of Law 

Paul Wood Law Office of Paul F. Wood PC  

Elizabeth Wright Cooley LLP 

Norman Zalkind Zalkind, Duncan & Bernstein LLP 

B. Andrew Zelermyer  

 

 


