
	

	

	 	
October	9,	2020	

	
	
The	Honorable	Lindsey	Graham,	Chairman		
Committee	on	the	Judiciary		
United	States	Senate		
290	Russell	Senate	Office	Building		
Washington,	DC	20510		
	
The	Honorable	Diane	Feinstein,	Ranking	Member		
Committee	on	the	Judiciary		
United	States	Senate		
331	Hart	Senate	Office	Building		
Washington,	DC	20510		
	
	

Re:	Judge	Amy	Coney	Barrett		
	
	

Dear	Chairman	Graham	and	Ranking	Member	Feinstein,		
	

In	December	2013	I	had	the	opportunity	to	travel	to	Quito,	Ecuador,	with	my	
longtime	colleague	Amy	Coney	Barrett,	to	co-teach	a	weeklong	seminar	to	the	judges	of	the	
Ecuadorean	Constitutional	Court.		My	portion	of	the	lectures	was	on	international	human	
rights	law,	while	Prof.	Barrett	addressed	United	States	constitutional	law,	emphasizing	
trends	in	US	constitutional	theory	and	constitutional	interpretation	over	the	last	several	
decades.		Going	into	those	seminars,	I	wondered	with	slight	nervousness	what	kind	of	a	
reception	we	could	expect	from	the	judges,	especially	regarding	the	segments	on	US	
constitutionalism.	Ecuador	was	at	that	time	under	the	leadership	of	the	socialist	president	
Rafael	Correa,	and	the	Constitutional	Court	was	regarded	as	largely	aligned	with	his	hard	
left	orientation	and	unconcealed	antipathy	toward	the	United	States.	But	I	need	not	have	
worried	in	the	least,	because	in	a	way	that	transcended	any	cultural,	political	or	ideological	
differences	or	suspicions,	Amy	Barrett	simply	dazzled	them.	Her	presentations	were	
panoramic	in	scope,	taking	up	a	broad	range	of	different	theories,	judicial	philosophies,	and	
key	cases,	spanning	the	entire	horizon	of	recent	American	constitutional	thought	and	
practice.	Her	exposition	was	as	erudite	as	it	was	clear	and	accessible,	and	as	honest	and	
fair-minded	about	the	strengths	and	weaknesses	of	every	approach	as	anyone	could	aspire	
to,	with	not	a	hint	of	personal	bias	shadowing	the	objectivity	and	evenhandedness	of	her	
exposition.	The	judges	were	enraptured	and	deeply	appreciative	of	the	opportunity	to	be	
led	into	the	central	themes	and	intricacies	of	American	constitutionalism	by	so	able	a	guide.	
And	I,	not	for	the	first	time,	was	quite	in	awe	at	Prof.	Barrett’s	singular	brilliance	and	talent,	
and	grateful	to	be	able	to	count	her	as	a	colleague	and	friend.	




