
 
 
August 5, 2016 
 

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 
 
The Honorable Jeh Johnson 
Secretary              
Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC  20528 
 
Dear Secretary Johnson: 
 
  Over the past few months, my staff have conducted joint/bicameral interviews of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) personnel to discuss the EB-5 Immigrant Investor 
Program.  During those interviews, I received a copy of an internal ICE communication that sets 
forth numerous form change recommendations to address vulnerabilities in the program.  See 
attachment. 
 
 Currently, comments are being collected by the Department on proposed changes to the 
Form I-526 (Immigration Petition by Alien Entrepreneur).1  The comment period recently closed 
on proposed changes to Forms I-924 (Application For Regional Center Under the Immigrant 
Investor Pilot Program) and I-924A (Supplement to Form I-924).2  It is my understanding that 
changes are also being contemplated for the Form I-829. 
 
 As discussed in an ICE memorandum responding to questions from then DHS Secretary 
Napolitano about the EB-5 program, ICE made these form change recommendations in order to 
address serious program vulnerabilities: 
 

In addition to the proposed legislative edits, HSI proposed making changes to the USCIS 
forms (I-526, I-829, I-924 and l-924A) that are used by RC’s and alien investors. HSI felt 
that the forms did not collect enough information to determine the validity of either the 
RC's, the alien investors or the source of the investor's funds. HSI submitted to USCIS a 
series of recommended questions to be included on the aforementioned forms, as well as 

                                                           
1 Agency Information Collection Activities: Immigrant Petition by Alien Entrepreneur, Form I–526; Revision of a 
Currently Approved Collection, 81 Fed. Reg. 44,890 (July 11, 2016). 
2 Agency Information Collection Activities: Application for Regional Center Under the Immigrant Investor Pilot 
Program and Supplement, Form I-924 and I-924A; Extension, Without Change, of a Currently Approved Collection, 
81 FR 10647 (Mar. 1, 2016). 
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additional recommended security checks, to help address the seven program 
vulnerabilities that were identified.3 

 
I understand the attached recommendations were originally transmitted to USCIS in 2012.  I 
would appreciate knowing, for each of the forms, which ICE recommendations USCIS will be 
adopting and an explanation for which ones it will not be adopting. 
 

I ask that you respond to my concerns and the questions included in this letter by August 
26, 2016.  If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Nuebel Kovarik of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary at 202-224-5225.  Thank you for your attention to this important 
matter. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
    Charles E. Grassley   

Chairman     
 

 
Attachment 
 
cc: Hon. Jason Chaffetz 

Chairman, House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform. 

                                                           
3 EB-5 Program Questions from DHS Secretary, U.S. Immigration & Customs Enforcement, Homeland Security 
Investigations, Investigative Programs, available at 
http://www.grassley.senate.gov/sites/default/files/issues/upload/EB-5-12-12-13-ICE-memo-security-
vulnerabilities.pdf (attachment). 

http://www.grassley.senate.gov/sites/default/files/issues/upload/EB-5-12-12-13-ICE-memo-security-vulnerabilities.pdf
http://www.grassley.senate.gov/sites/default/files/issues/upload/EB-5-12-12-13-ICE-memo-security-vulnerabilities.pdf
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