
	

June	6,	2016	
	
The	Honorable	Mitch	McConnell	 	 	 The	Honorable	Paul	Ryan	
Majority	Leader	 	 	 	 	 Speaker	
U.S.	Senate	 	 	 	 	 U.S.	House	of	Representatives	
Washington,	DC	20510	 	 	 	 Washington,	DC	20515	
	
The	Honorable	Harry	Reid	 	 	 The	Honorable	Nancy	Pelosi	
Minority	Leader	 	 	 	 	 Democratic	Leader	
U.S.	Senate	 	 	 	 	 U.S.	House	of	Representatives	
Washington,	DC	20510	 	 	 	 Washington,	DC	20515	
	
Dear	Leader	McConnell,	Leader	Reid,	Speaker	Ryan,	and	Leader	Pelosi:	
	
We	write	to	register	the	strong	support	of	the	nation’s	mayors	for	quick	passage	of	
bipartisan	legislation	under	consideration	in	Congress	that	would	bring	needed	
reforms	to	the	criminal	justice	system.			
	
Both	the	Senate	and	House	Judiciary	Committees	have	reported	out	important	bills	that	
would	address	decades	of	serious	inequities	in	federal	sentencing	for	certain	drug	
offenders,	target	violent	criminals,	grant	judges	greater	discretion	at	sentencing	for	
lower-level	drug	crimes,	apply	the	Fair	Sentencing	Act	of	2010	retroactively	to	all	but	
those	convicted	of	a	serious	violent	felony.		They	also	would	reduce	recidivism	by	
helping	federal	prisoners	successfully	re-enter	society	–	provisions	that	we	believe	are	
essential	to	meaningful	justice	reform.	
	
We	urge	you	to	bring	these	bills	to	the	floor	as	soon	as	possible	so	that	we	can	achieve	
reforms	in	our	criminal	justice	system	this	year.			
	
The	U.S.	Conference	of	Mayors	is	a	bipartisan	organization	and	we	are	especially	
pleased	to	be	urging	support	of	bipartisan	legislation	that	addresses	a	critical	problem	
in	this	country.	This	sorely	needed	legislation	has	broad	support	and	is	important	to	
our	cities,	our	residents,	and	our	nation.		
	
Sincerely,	
	
Stephanie	Rawlings-Blake,	Mayor	of	Baltimore,	President	
Mick	Cornett,	Mayor	of	Oklahoma	City,	OK,	Vice	President	
Mitchell	J.	Landrieu,	Mayor	of	New	Orleans,	LA,	Second	Vice	President	
Kevin	Johnson,	Mayor	of	Sacramento,	CA,	Past	President	
Elizabeth	B.	Kautz,	Mayor	of	Burnsville,	MN,	Past	President	



Daniel	Horrigan,	Mayor	of	Akron,	OH	
Ed	Pawlowski,	Mayor	of	Allentown,	PA	
Jeff	Williams,	Mayor	of	Arlington,	TX	
Hardie	Davis,	Mayor	of	Augusta,	GA	
Steve	Adler,	Mayor	of	Austin,	TX	
Kathleen	Newsham,	Mayor	of	Bay	City,	MI	
Becky	Ames,	Mayor	of	Beaumont,	TX	
Denny	Doyle,	Mayor	of	Beaverton,	OR	
Robert	Donchez,	Mayor	of	Bethlehem,	PA	
William	A.	Bell,	Sr.,	Mayor	of	Birmingham,	AL	
James	Brainard,	Mayor	of	Carmel,	IN	
Rahm	Emanuel,	Mayor	of	Chicago,	IL	
Stephen	K.	Benjamin,	Mayor	of	Columbia,	SC	
Mike	Rawlings,	Mayor	of	Dallas,	TX	
Nan	Whaley,	Mayor	of	Dayton,	OH	
John	Hancock,	Mayor	of	Denver,	CO	
John	O'Reilly,	Mayor	of	Dearborn,	MI	
Curtistene	McCowan,	Mayor	of	DeSoto,	TX	
Riley	Rogers,	Mayor	of	Dolton,	IL	
Roy	Buol,	Mayor	of	Dubuque,	IA	
William	Bell,	Mayor	of	Durham,	NC	
Marcia	Leclerc,	Mayor	of	East	Hartford,	CT	
Jannquell	Peters,	Mayor	of	East	Point,	GA	
Karen	Weaver,	Mayor	of	Flint,	MI	
Randall	Henderson,	Mayor	of	Fort	Myers,	FL	
Karen	Freeman-Wilson,	Mayor	of	Gary,	IN	
Shane	Bemis,	Mayor	of	Gresham,	OR	
Joy	Cooper,	Mayor	of	Hallandale	Beach,	FL	
Andy	Hafen,	Mayor	of	Henderson,	NV	
Alex	Morse,	Mayor	of	Holyoke,	MA	
Sam	Liebert,	Mayor	of	Janesville,	WI	
Sylvester	James,	Mayor	of	Kansas	City,	MO	
Nina	Jonas,	Mayor	of	Ketchum,	ID	
Adam	Paul,	Mayor	of	Lakewood,	CO	
J.	Richard	Gray,	Mayor	of	Lancaster,	PA	
David	Berger,	Mayor	of	Lima,	OH	
Mark	Stodola,	Mayor	of	Little	Rock,	AR	

Eric	Garcetti,	Mayor	of	Los	Angeles,	CA	
Greg	Fischer,	Mayor	of	Louisville,	KY	
Paul	Soglin,	Mayor	of	Madison,	WI	
John	Giles,	Mayor	of	Mesa,	AZ	
Wayne	Messam,	Mayor	of	Miramar,	FL	
Stephen	Gawron,	Mayor	of	Muskegon,	MI	
Bill	de	Blasio,	Mayor	of	New	York,	NY	
McKinley	Price,	Mayor	of	Newport	News,	VA	
Frank	Ortis,	Mayor	of	Pembroke	Pines,	FL	
Ashton	Hayward,	Mayor	of	Pensacola,	FL	
James	Kenney,	Mayor	of	Philadelphia,	PA	
William	Peduto,	Mayor	of	Pittsburgh,	PA	
Harry	LaRosiliere,	Mayor	of	Plano,	TX	
Charlie	Hales,	Mayor	of	Portland,	OR	
Jackie	Biskupski,	Mayor	of	Salt	Lake	City,	UT	
Pauline	Cutter,	Mayor	of	San	Leandro,	CA	
Helene	Schneider,	Mayor	of	Santa	Barbara,	CA	
Gary	McCarthy,	Mayor	of	Schenectady,	NY	
Jason	Kelly,	Mayor	of	Seattle,	WA	
Jeffrey	Z	Slavin,	Mayor	of	Somerset,	MD	
Pete	Buttigieg,	Mayor	of	South	Bend,	IN	
Francis	Slay,	Mayor	of	St.	Louis,	MO	
Joseph	T.	McElveen,	Jr.,	Mayor	of	Sumter,	SC	
Glenn	Hendricks,	Mayor	of	Sunnyvale,	CA	
Marilyn	Strickland,	Mayor	of	Tacoma,	WA	
Mark	Mitchell,	Mayor	of	Tempe,	AZ	
Walter	Maddox,	Mayor	of	Tuscaloosa,	AL	
Manuel	Figueiredo,	Mayor	of	Union			
Township,	NJ	
Muriel	Bowser,	Mayor	of	Washington,	DC	
Ed	O'Brien,	Mayor	of	West	Haven,	CT	
Jeri	Muoio,	Mayor	of	West	Palm	Beach,	FL	
Christopher	Cabaldon,	Mayor	of	West	
Sacramento,	CA	
Dennis	P.	Williams,	Mayor	of	Wilmington,	DE	
C.	Kim	Bracey,	Mayor	of	York,	PA	
John	McNally,	Mayor	of	Youngstown,	OH	


