
 

 

November 29, 2021 
 
The Honorable Richard Durbin 
Chairman 
 
The Honorable Charles Grassley 
Ranking Member 
 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Re:  Nomination of Dale E. Ho to the United States District Court for the Southern District of 

New York 
 
Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley, 
 

We are 74 of Dale Ho’s former students and interns who write to express our enthusiastic 
support for his nomination to the United States District Court for the Southern District of New 
York.  Each of us has benefited from Dale’s teaching and his commitment to public service.  As 
law students and interns, we witnessed first-hand Dale’s patience, commitment to listening and 
engaging with questions, and extensive familiarity with all aspects of federal litigation.  We believe 
that these qualities which made Dale a great teacher and supervisor will also make him an 
outstanding judge. 

 
While Dale has had a successful career as a civil rights lawyer, he has also taught and 

mentored the next generation of lawyers.  Since 2014, Dale has co-taught the Racial Justice Clinic 
at NYU School of Law, through which students are paired with a civil rights organization to gain 
practical litigation experience.  And while practicing as a litigator, Dale served as a supervisor to 
dozens of law student interns, providing us feedback on our writing, building our skills, and 
helping to springboard our own careers.  As a supervisor and teacher, Dale taught us to explore all 
sides of a question, encouraging us to share diverse viewpoints.  Dale also demonstrated his 
devotion to mentorship and teaching, roleplaying the part of a client during a mock initial client 
meeting, or opposing counsel during a mock deposition.  He was committed to our growth as 
practitioners – in many cases redoing mock exercises until we had improved, or taking the time to 
review our intern assignments with him – even as Dale balanced his teaching and supervising 
responsibilities with the busy docket of a full-time litigator.  Dale’s support, self-effacement, and 
thoughtfulness all created a conducive learning and internship environment.   

 
Dale’s dedication to his students and interns, moreover, was not limited to the time spent 

in supervising assignments and helping students hone skills.  Whether through meeting with us to 
discuss our careers or acting as a sounding board for our ideas, Dale continued to engage with his 
students and interns beyond the end of our semesters and internships.  And Dale remains a mentor 
and role model for many.  His strong personal support for the next generation of lawyers is a strong 
indication of his commitment to the legal profession. 



 

* All organizational affiliations are listed for identification purposes only 

Based on our experiences as his students and interns, we are confident that Dale Ho will 
make an exemplary federal judge.  His intellect, temperament, and dedication to a career of public 
service in the law impressed us all and will be a great benefit to the litigants and parties, both 
plaintiffs as well as defendants, who will appear before him in the Southern District of New York.* 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
Steven Marcus 
Public Defender Service for the District of 
Columbia 
Washington, DC 
 
Edwin Donovan Abundis 
Latham & Watkins LLP 
Chicago, IL 
 
Omeed Alerasool 
Harvard Law School 
Cambridge, MA 
 
Vedan Anthony-North 
NYU School of Law  
New York, NY 
 
Anna Applebaum 
NYU School of Law 
New York, NY 
 
Joshua Asabor 
Yale Law School 
New Haven, CT 
 
Eli Ashenafi 
NYU School of Law 
New York, NY 
 
Hannah Bartlett 
Ropes & Gray LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Zachary Bendiner 
In-House Counsel 
Rhinecliff, NY 
 
 
 

Pooja Shethji 
Outten & Golden LLP 
Washington, DC 
 
Tahlisa Brougham 
NYU School of Law 
New York, NY 
 
Eun Joo Choi 
Bae, Kim & Lee LLC 
South Korea 
 
Madeleine Rose Kerr Chone 
City Innovate 
Washington, DC  
 
David Clements 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison 
LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Michael Danna 
Outten & Golden LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Lindsay Dreyer 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Anna Estevao 
Sher Tremonte LLP 
New York, NY  
 
Edward Fenster 
NAACP 
Brooklyn, NY 
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Alison (Qizhou) Ge 
NYU School of Law 
New York, NY 
 
Chloe George 
Waymaker LLP 
Santa Barbara, CA 
 
Eli Goldman 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Hannah Grace 
NYU School of Law  
New York, NY 
 
Kaydene Grinnell 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Mary Katherine Guyer 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Razia Hamid 
The Door’s Legal Services Center 
New York, NY 
 
Nicole Hansen 
Campaign Legal Center 
Washington, DC  
 
Kristina Harootun 
Schonbrun Seplow Harris Hoffman & 
Zeldes LLP  
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Daniel Hessel 
Harvard Law School 
Cambridge, MA 
 
Caila Heyison 
Private Practice 
Boston, MA 
 
 

Duncan Hosie 
American Civil Liberties Union 
New York, NY 
 
William Hughes 
Knight First Amendment Institute 
New York, NY 
 
Farhana Jamal 
Houston, TX 
 
Nora Kenty 
Mobilization for Justice, Inc. 
New York, NY 
 
Fahad Khan 
Squire Patton Boggs LLP 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Joan Kim 
Morrison & Foerster LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Mila King-Musza 
Center for Appellate Litigation 
New York, NY 
 
Lucy Kissel 
Rhode Island Public Defender 
Providence, RI 
 
David Lebowitz 
Kaufman Lieb Lebowitz & Frick LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Pia Levin 
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson 
LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Nina Loshkajian 
Surveillance Technology Oversight Project 
New York, NY 
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Desireé Luckey 
Unite for Reproductive and Gender Equity 
Washington, DC  
 
Natasha Jean Martinez 
Missouri State Public Defender 
Lee’s Summit, MO 
 
Kelsey A. Miller 
American Civil Liberties Union 
New York, NY 
 
Julian Montijo 
Northeastern University School of Law 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Ahmed Mori 
Catalyst Miami & Johns Hopkins University 
Miami, FL 
 
Garrett Muscatel 
Stanford Law School 
Palo Alto, CA 
 
Anna Occhipinti 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Samantha Osaki 
American Civil Liberties Union 
New York, NY 
 
Ronak Patel 
UCLA School of Law 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Kashira Patterson 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Michael Puleo Jr. 
Legal Service NYC 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
 
 

Russell F. Rennie 
Susman Godfrey LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Lydia Saltzbart 
Brooklyn Law School 
New York, NY 
 
Gabriela Schneider 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Samuel Schoenburg 
Goldman Ismail Tomaselli Brennan & 
Baum LLP 
Chicago, IL 
 
Akanksha Shah 
Yale Law School 
New Haven, CT 
 
Jocelyn Shih  
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Nicolas C. Shump 
Kansas Appleseed 
Kansas City, MO 
 
Casey Smith 
Yale Law School 
New Haven, CT 
 
Samuel Steinbock-Pratt 
Gelber & Santillo PLLC 
New York, NY 
 
Madhuri Swarna 
Center for Death Penalty Litigation 
Durham, NC 
 
Ihaab Syed 
American Civil Liberties Union 
New York, NY 
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Esther Taati 
NYU School of Law 
New York, NY 
 
Jonathan Topaz 
American Civil Liberties Union 
New York, NY 
 
María Alejandra Torres 
NYU School of Law 
Little Ferry, NJ 
 
Alexandre J. Tschumi 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Hilary Udow 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison 
LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Danielle Vildostegui 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 
New York, NY 
 
Alyssa Waaramaa 
The Legal Aid Society 
New York, NY 
 
Sonni Waknin  
UCLA Voting Rights Project 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Alton Wang 
Common Cause 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Andrew Wells Jr. 
NYU School of Law 
New York, NY 
 
Victoria Wenger 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Inc. 
New York, NY 
 

Emily Rong Zhang 
Stanford University  
Palo Alto, CA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


