
March 7, 2022 
  
  
The Honorable Charles Schumer 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
  
The Honorable Dick Durbin 
Chairman 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
  
The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Republican Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
  
The Honorable Chuck Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
  
  

Re:      Letter of Support from Historically Black Colleges and University Law School 

Graduates for Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to Serve as Associate Justice of the United States 

Supreme Court 
  
  

As graduates of the six law schools at Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) we 

write to express our enthusiastic support for the nomination and confirmation of Judge Ketanji Brown 

Jackson to serve as Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. The six HBCU law schools are: 

Howard University School of Law, UDC David A. Clarke School of Law, North Carolina Central School 

of Law, Southern University Law Center, Florida A&M College of Law, and Thurgood Marshall School 

of Law (Texas Southern University). As graduates of these historic law schools, we are honored to show 

our support for Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson. 
  

HBCU law schools play a critical role in the legal profession and the administration of justice in 

the United States. Graduates of these law schools include Thurgood Marshall, the first African American 

to serve on the United States Supreme Court. As lawyers who are committed to seeing a legal profession 

and judiciary that reflect the diversity of the United States, we have been watching this nomination process 

closely. This is a historic moment for the United States, which is long overdue, to have a Black woman 

serve on the United States Supreme Court. We cannot underestimate the importance of having a Supreme 

Court that represents all the people of the United States.  
  

Justice Thurgood Marshall famously said about his service on the Supreme Court, “We deal here 

with the rights of all of our children, whatever their race, to an equal start in life and to an equal opportunity 

to reach their full potential as citizens. Those children who have been denied that right in the past deserve 

better than to see fences thrown up to deny them that right in the future.” Knowing that the Supreme Court 



will decide on the most important questions related to the rights of all the people of the United States, it is 

critical that those justices are people who all children of the United States can see themselves in and know 

that race and gender are not a barrier to serving on the highest court in our land. 
  

We are extremely pleased that President Biden has nominated Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson, a 

lawyer and judge with outstanding credentials, high intellect and ethics, and a proven judicial track record 

of fair and impartial decision-making. Judge Jackson was confirmed to serve as a judge on the U.S. Court 

of Appeals for the DC Circuit in June 2021. From 2013 until 2021, she served as a United States District 

Court judge on the United States District Court for the District of Columbia. Having experience as both a 

trial judge and an appellate court judge gives Judge Jackson a depth of judicial experience and expertise 

that make her highly qualified for service on the Supreme Court. 
  

Judge Jackson is an exceptional nominee. She has a wealth of professional experience beyond her 

extensive judicial experience. We are especially pleased that Judge Jackson has served as a public interest 

lawyer, in her role as an assistant federal public defender in the appeals division of the Office of the Federal 

Public Defender in the District of Columbia. Not only will she make history as the first Black woman on 

the Supreme Court, but she will also be the first public defender to serve on the Court.  Judge Jackson has 

a long and personal history working as a public defender. While in law school, Judge Jackson had a relative 

who was sentenced to life in prison for a nonviolent drug offense. She helped convince a law firm to take 

his case pro bono, eventually leading President Obama to commute his sentence. This deep commitment to 

fairness and justice makes Judge Jackson a uniquely qualified candidate for the Supreme Court. 
  

Judge Jackson also has outstanding experience in the private sector, serving for three years as 

counsel at Morrison & Foerster LLP, with a practice that focused on criminal and civil appellate litigation 

in state and federal courts, including matters before the U.S. Supreme Court. This is the kind of diversity 

of work experience and legal expertise that will make Judge Jackson an outstanding Supreme Court justice. 
  

For the above reasons we strongly support the nomination and confirmation of Judge Ketanji 

Brown Jackson. We look forward to a fair and respectful confirmation process. We strongly urge the United 

States Senate, with bipartisan support, to confirm Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to the United States 

Supreme Court. 
  

  

  

Sincerely, 

 
Briana Adams-Seaton 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2021 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Henrietta Asiedu Baidoo 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2012 
New York, NY  

 
Sherifatu B. Bangura 



North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2014 
Durham, North Carolina 
 

Christina Calloway Baucom 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2010 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 
Ayiesha Beverly  
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2012 
Virginia 
 
Jerry Boies  
North Carolina Central University School of Law  
Class of 2012 
North Carolina  
 
A.Scott Bolden 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 1987 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Neda Bolourian 
University of the District of Columbia -- David A. Clarke School of Law 
Class of 2010 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Margo Bouchet 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 1972 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Chasity Boyce 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2009 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

 
Jennifer Breaux 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2018 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Cadene Russell Brooks 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2015 
Washington, D.C. 

 



Aishah S. Casseus 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2011 
North Carolina  

 
Jessica Christy 
University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law 
Class of 2017 
Colorado 
 
Nkechinyelumka Chukwurah  
Thurgood Marshall School of Law  
Class of 2004 
Texas 

 
Ashley N. Cloud 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2016 
New York 
 
Shantia J. Coley 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2012 
North Carolina 
 
Danielle M. Conway 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 1992 
Pennsylvania 

 
Sydney Cooper 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2020 
Washington, D.C. 
 

Lawrence D. Crocker IV 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2012 
Washington D.C. 
 
Erika A. Cummins 
University of the District of Columbia, David A. Clarke School of Law 
Class of 2017 
New York, NY 

 

Nakia C. Davis  
North Carolina Central University School of Law  
Class of 2001  



North Carolina  
 
Tai Dixon Darden 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2007 
Bowie, MD 
 
Nicole Y. Drew 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2011 
Maryland 

 
Cynthia Emesibe 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2020 
Washington D.C. 
 
Donald Joseph Finley 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2020 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Jerry Ford II 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2021  
New York 

 
Keri Foster 
Howard University School of Law  
Class of 2006 
Maryland  
 
Ashley Holloway Foxx 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2015 
North Carolina  

 
Nicole S. Fryson 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2003 
Georgia 
 
Edward Fultz  
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2020 
Washington, D.C. 
 

Ashley A. Futrell 
Howard University School of Law 



Class of 2015 
Ohio 

 
Joseph J. Garcia 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2019 
North Carolina 
 
Dananai Gardner  
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2017 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
Jaunita George  
University of the District of Columbia -- David A. Clarke School of Law 
Class of 2014 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Maya Glaspie 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2021 
North Carolina 
 
Moses Gobezie 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2021 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Danielle V. Godwin 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2021 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Elizabeth A. B. Goree 
Southern University Law Center 
Class of 2019 
Louisiana 
 

Jason A. Grant 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2005 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Denaa J. Griffin 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2013 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
Stephanie C Hall 



North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2010 
Virginia 
 
Felicia M. Hamilton 
Southern University Law Center 
Class of 2014 
Louisiana 

 
Craig Hemmens 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 1988 
Spokane, WA 
 
Sasha E. Hodge-Wren 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2006 
Virginia 
 
Abigail A. Holley 
Southern University Law Center 
Class of 2021  
Louisiana 

 
Derick G. Holt 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2011 
Maryland 
 
Dorothy F. Jackson 
Southern University Law Center 
Class of 1990 
Louisiana 
 
Lauren R. Jackson 
Howard University School of Law  
Class of 2017  
Washington, D.C.  

 
Titichia Mitchell Jackson 

North Carolina Central University School of Law 

Class of 2011 

North Carolina 
 
Atiana Johnson 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2021 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Erika Johnson 



North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2017 
North Carolina 
 
Ashley D.N. Jones 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2017 
Virginia 

 
Candice R. Jones 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2016 
Maryland 
 
Katherine J. Jones 
Antioch School of Law  
Class of 1985 
Maryland 
 
Kevin D. Judd 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 1992 
Washington, DC 

 
Alexa King 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2021 
New York 
 
Mercedes L. Knight 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2015 
North Carolina 
 
Christina M.S. Knox 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2018 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Zaire A.N. McCarroll 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2019 
Washington, D.C.  
 
Brittani C. McKnight 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2016 
Maryland  

 
Alicia M. McNeal 



Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University College of Law 
Class of 2013 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Sidney Minter 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2011 
North Carolina  

 
Preston D. Mitchum  
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2011 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Natalya B. Mmeje 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2011 
Georgia 
 
Justin Morrison 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2016 
Georgia 

 
Maria Nasir 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2021 
Virginia 
 
Susan East Nelson 
Southern University Law Center 
Class of 2014 
Louisiana 
 

Charles NeSmith Jr.  
Thurgood Marshall School of Law (Texas Southern University) 
Class of 2019 
Texas 

 
Nnamdi Nwaneri 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law (Texas Southern University) 
Class of 2021 
Minnesota 
 
Chimezie Okobi 
North Carolina Central University School of Law  
Class of 2011 
New York, NY 

 



Peggy Otum 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2003 
California 

 
Dana Page  
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2003 
Washington, DC  
 
Stacy Paul 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2016 
New York 

 
Derrick Petit 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2016 
Washington D.C. 
 
LaShawn Strange Piquant 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 1998 
Garner, NC 
 

Carla D. Pratt 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 1992 
Kansas 

 
Monica Pyles 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2020 
California 
 
Michelle Rose 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2010 
Illinois 
 
Vernon G. Ross 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2017 
Washington D.C. 

 
Jerita L. DeBraux Salley 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2006 
Virginia 



 
Olivia N. Sedwick 
Howard University School of Law  
Class of 2018 
Washington D.C. 

 
Michele Joo Shank 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2015 
Virginia  
 
Chanel Sherrod 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2021 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Marcus A. Shields 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2011 
North Carolina  
 
Faraz Siddiqui 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2017 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Morgan R. Sills 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2021 
Maryland 

 

Linsay C. Sobers 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2017 
New York, NY 
 
Marquita Simon 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2011 
New York, NY 
 
Dominique L. Sparks  
North Carolina Central School of Law  
Class of 2019  
Washington D.C.  

 
Cynthia Ann Spooner 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
Class of 2007 



Texas 
 
Charles D. Smith IV 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2021 
New York 
 
Bryan M. Sumner 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2019 
North Carolina 

 
Michael Taylor  
Howard University School of Law  
Class of 2021  
Washington D.C.  
 
Amber Thomson 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2016 
Washington D.C. 

 
Chastity Threadcraft 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2016 
New York 

 
Scott Trowbridge 
University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law 
Class of 2007 
Maryland 
 
Sharon Tucker 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2003 
Maryland 

 
Leanna Wade 
Howard University School of Law  
Class of 2021 
Washington D.C. 
 
Gerald L. Walden, Jr.  
North Carolina Central University School of Law  
Class of 2001  
North Carolina  
 
Joanne Wallington 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2003 



Upper Marlboro, MD 
 
Alvin Washington  
Southern University Law Center  
Class of 1987 
Louisiana  
 
Terrance White  
Thurgood Marshall School of Law (Texas Southern University) 
Class of 2020 
Nevada  

 
Ayesha J. Whyte 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2003 
Washington D.C. 
 
Alicia D. Williams 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2011 
North Carolina 

 
April N. Williams 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2008 
Washington, DC 

 
Ayana D. Williams 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2018 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Bianca Williams 
North Carolina Central University School of Law  
Class of 2015 
South Carolina  

 
Jaz M. Williams 
Howard University School of Law  
Class of 2021 
Massachusetts 
 
Nisha G. Williams 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2009 
North Carolina 
 
Amanda M.Wright 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2012 



North Carolina 
 
Betselot A. Zeleke 
Howard University School of Law 
Class of 2002 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Artrese N. Ziglar 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Class of 2007 
North Carolina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


