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October 3, 2022  
 
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin  
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary  
United States Senate 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary  
United States Senate 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 

Re: Former Prosecutors in Support of The Honorable Todd E. Edelman, Nominee 
for the United States District Court for the District of Columbia  
 
As former prosecutors—from U.S. Attorney’s Offices, the Department of Justice proper, 

and the District of Columbia’s Office of Attorney General—we write to enter our strong support 
for the nomination of Superior Court Judge Todd E. Edelman to the United States District Court 
for the District of Columbia.  We believe that he would make an excellent addition to the federal 
bench and support his appointment without qualification. 

 
The signatories to this letter come from a diverse range of backgrounds.  Although all of 

us are former prosecutors, some of us are Democrats, some of us are Republicans, and some of 
us are Independents.  We are not signing this letter for partisan reasons.  Rather, we are signing it 
because we know Judge Edelman, we have spent a great deal of time in front of judges, and we 
have a strong sense of the qualities that make for a good judge.  Judge Edelman possesses those 
qualities in abundance, as he has repeatedly shown throughout his legal career.  

 
Judge Edelman began that career as a judicial clerk in the very courthouse in which, if 

confirmed, he would go to work every day.  Following his clerkship for The Honorable William 
B. Bryant, for whom the District Court’s Annex is named, Judge Edelman began a distinguished 
career that consisted almost entirely of representing indigent defendants in criminal court—both 
at Georgetown University Law Center’s well-respected Criminal Justice Clinic and at the D.C. 
Public Defender Service.  At PDS, he was eventually promoted to Training Director, where he 
supervised the professional formation of the talented advocates that PDS so famously produces. 

 
 Some of the signatories to this letter handled cases against Judge Edelman before he 

joined the bench. They can confirm that he himself was not only a talented and zealous advocate, 
but also a collegial opponent.  He is smart, meticulous, and personable—qualities that have also 
served him well as a Superior Court Judge. Those of us who have appeared before him have seen 
how he treats both the parties and their attorneys with the utmost respect.  He actively engages 
with the arguments from both sides and is careful to explain the rationale behind his decisions. 
He is truly a judge’s judge. 
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If Judge Edelman is fortunate enough to be confirmed to the federal bench, we are 
confident that he will decide cases before him in a fair and just manner, as he has done in 
Superior Court for the past twelve years.  We recommend him without hesitation and hope that 
you will see fit to support his nomination.  

 
Respectfully,  
 
Anthony Alexis, Assistant United States Attorney, 1995-2008 
Roy L. Austin, Jr.,  Assistant United States Attorney, 2002-2007, 2009-2010 
Nicole L. Battle, Assistant United States Attorney, 2015-2021 
Joshua G. Berman, Assistant United States Attorney, 1997-2002 
Joseph G. Block, DOJ, Environmental Crimes Section, 1985-1991 
Sarah Chasson, Assistant United States Attorney, 1998-2014 
Vincent H. Cohen Jr., Acting United States Attorney, 2015 
Deborah L. Connor, Assistant United States Attorney, 1999-2015 
Colleen Covell, Assistant United States Attorney, 1996-2000, 2002-2018 
Justin Dillon, Assistant United States Attorney, 2008-2014 
Bianca M. Forde, Assistant United States Attorney,  2015-2020  
Jamila Hodge, Assistant United States Attorney, 2006-2018 
Amy Jeffress, Assistant United States Attorney, 1996-2009 
Akhi Johnson, Assistant United States Attorney, 2013-2019 
Barbara E. Kittay, Assistant United States Attorney, 1997-2007 
Youli Lee, Assistant United States Attorney, 2004-2009, 2016-2020 
Michael N. Levy, Assistant United States Attorney, 1995-1999 
Rachel Carlson Lieber, Assistant United States Attorney, 1997-2012 
Jennifer B. Loeb, Assistant United States Attorney, 2016-2020 
Sumit Mallick, Assistant United States Attorney, 2014-2019 
Lynn Mattucci, Assistant United States Attorney, 1997-2014 
Stuart G. Nash, Assistant United States Attorney, 1997-2005 
Rizwan A. Qureshi, Assistant United States Attorney, 2015-2019 
Veronica Renzi, Assistant United States Attorney, 2012-2018 
Jonathan N. Rosen, Assistant United States Attorney, 1998-2006  
Seth A. Rosenthal, DOJ, Civil Rights Division, 1995-2005 
Adam L. Rosman, Assistant United States Attorney, 1996-2003 
David Schertler, Assistant United States Attorney, 1984-1996 
Santha Sonenberg, Office of the D.C. Attorney General, 2016-2018 
Jelahn Stewart, Assistant United States Attorney, 1999-2018 

 
 
  


