
 
April 26, 2021 
 
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
152 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 Re:  Nomination of Tiffany Cunningham to Federal Circuit  
 
Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley: 
 
 We write to express our enthusiastic support for the nomination of Tiffany 
Cunningham to the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. We 
believe she will be an outstanding judge. 
 

In 2001-02, we clerked, with Tiffany, at the Federal Circuit. Now nearly 
two decades later, we represent a broad range of backgrounds, careers, politics, 
and approaches to the law. While we may have a range of points of view about 
many things, we are in complete agreement about Tiffany.   

 
All of us know Tiffany from our time together at the Federal Circuit. 

Many of us know her from other places, too, like MIT, Harvard Law School, 
Kirkland & Ellis, Perkins Coie, and the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity. 
For almost twenty years (and in some cases, longer), we have had the pleasure 
and privilege to study and work alongside Tiffany. 
 

From our personal experience with Tiffany, we confidently confirm that 
she has the talent and temperament to be an appellate judge. As we have seen 
firsthand, she excels at the law. She is also fair, fair-minded, and above all, kind. 
She has integrity and humility. She is a leader and mentor, and we have 
personally witnessed her work ethic and commitment to excellence. 

 
/ / / / 
 
/ / / / 
 
/ / / / 
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Each of us is confident that Tiffany will serve the bench, the profession, 
and the nation with distinction. The nation needs more judges like Tiffany. We 
unconditionally support and urge the Senate to confirm Tiffany’s nomination to 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.  
 
Respectfully submitted,* 
 
  /s/                                                       
Mark R.W. Bellermann 
Principal 
Brake Hughes Bellermann LLP 
Clerk for Judge Dyk, 2001-02 
 

  /s/      
David Berl 
Co-Chair of the  
Patent Litigation Group  
Williams & Connolly LLP 
Clerk for Judge Schall, 2001-02 
 

  /s/                  
Jessamyn Berniker 
Co-Chair of the  
Patent Litigation Group  
Williams & Connolly LLP 
Clerk for Judge Gajarsa, 2001-02 
 

  /s/      
Jacqueline Wright Bonilla 
Patent Trial and Appeal Board  
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Clerk for Judge Rader, 2000-02 
 

  /s/      
Elizabeth Rogers Brannen 
Managing Partner 
Stris & Maher LLP 
Clerk for Judge Gajarsa, 2001-02 
 

  /s/      
Jasemine Choy Chambers 
Deputy Administrator for Policy and 
International Affairs (Retired) 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Clerk for Judge Rader, 2001-02 
 

  /s/      
Tina Chappell 
Clerk for Judge Rader, 2001-02 
 

  /s/      
Kathi Cover 
Clerk for Judge Prost, 2001-02 

  /s/      
Ahmed J. Davis 
Principal and National Diversity Chair  
Fish & Richardson P.C. 
Clerk for Judge Michel, 2001-02 

  /s/      
Eric W. Dittmann 
Global Vice Chair of IP & Partner, 
Paul Hastings LLP 
Clerk for Judge Lourie, 2000-02 
 

  /s/      
Laura L. Donoghue  
Clerk for Judge Dyk, 2001-02 
 
 

  /s/      
Charles Haisch 
Clerk for Judge Bryson, 2001-02 

  /s/      
John N. Kandara 
Clerk for Judge Bryson, 2001-02 
 

  /s/      
Brian M. Kramer 
Partner, Morrison & Foerster LLP 
Clerk for Judge Linn, 2001-03 
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  /s/      
Jeffrey Lefstin 
Professor of Law 
University of California Hastings 
College of the Law 
Clerk for Judge Clevenger, 2001-03 
 

  /s/      
Carl Minzner 
Professor of Law 
Fordham Law School 
Clerk for Judge Clevenger, 2001-02 
 

  /s/      
Dean Munyon 
Director 
Kowert, Hood, Munyon, Rankin & 
Goetzel PC 
Clerk for Judge Bryson, 2001-02 
 

  /s/      
Ed Naidich 
Head of Appellate Practice & Partner 
Mei & Mark LLP 
Clerk for Judge Schall, 2001-02 
 

  /s/      
Lynne E. Pettigrew 
Patent Trial and Appeal Board 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Clerk for Judge Plager, 1999-2010 
 

  /s/      
Matthew Phillips 
Founding Partner 
Laurence & Phillips IP Law LLP 
Clerk for Judge Lourie, 2001-03 
 

  /s/      
Phil Poirier 
Clerk for Judge Linn, 2001-04 
 

  /s/      
W. Chad Shear 
Principal, Fish & Richardson P.C. 
Clerk for Chief Judge Mayer, 2001-03 
 

  /s/      
Eric M. Solovy 
Clerk for Judge Newman, 2001-02 
 

  /s/      
Jonathan R. Spivey 
Shareholder, Polsinelli, PC 
Clerk for Chief Judge Mayer, 2001-03 
 

  /s/      
Mark Strickland 
Clerk for Judge Linn, 2001-02 
 

  /s/      
Lore Unt 
Clerk to Chief Judge Mayer, 2000-01 
Clerk to Judge Archer, 2001-02 
  

  /s/      
Greg R. Vetter 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
HIPLA Professor of Law 
Co-Director - Institute for Intellectual 
Property & Information Law (IPIL) 
University of Houston Law Center  
Clerk for Judge Gajarsa, 2001-02 
 

  /s/                                                        
Malan D. Rampton 
Clerk for Judge Rader, 2001-02 
 

 
* We sign in our individual capacities; affiliations are listed for identification 
purposes only. 
 
 
 
 


