May 3, 2021

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate

152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re:  Nomination of Tiffany P. Cunningham to the United States Court
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley:

We write to express our enthusiastic support for the nomination of Tiffany
P. Cunningham to the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. As
former law clerks of the Federal Circuit, we believe that Ms. Cunningham has the
qualifications and the character to serve with distinction as a judge of that court.

The business of the Federal Circuit is unique among federal courts of
appeals. With near-exclusive jurisdiction over patent cases, the Federal Circuit
wields much influence over the country’s innovation economy, from inventors
and small businesses to large international corporations. America’s military
veterans depend on the court for its oversight of Veterans Affairs and the Court of
Appeals for Veterans Claims. And the court touches on many other important
public issues such as vaccines and international trade.

As you may know, Ms. Cunningham spent the first year of her legal career
after Harvard Law School serving as a law clerk to Judge Timothy B. Dyk of the
Federal Circuit. She has spent most of her career since then practicing within the
court’s areas of jurisdiction—in patent litigation, the International Trade
Commission, and the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

We too served as law clerks at the Federal Circuit—some with Ms.
Cunningham, others at different times or for different judges. Some of us know



Ms. Cunningham personally, others from professional circles, and others simply
by her stellar reputation. We now hail from states across the nation, both political
parties, and a variety of positions in business, private law practice, government,
and academia.!

All of us agree that Ms. Cunningham is an excellent choice for Federal
Circuit judge. Ms. Cunningham’s clerkship at the court and her career in private
practice well qualify her to perform the court’s unique and important work. Those
of us who know Ms. Cunningham personally believe she has the character —kind,
collegial, inquisitive, and fair-minded —to serve with distinction and honor. As
an added bonus, Ms. Cunningham would bring welcome diversity to the court as
the first Black judge in its nearly forty-year history.

In sum, we believe Tiffany P. Cunningham has the qualifications and
character to be an excellent judge of the Federal Circuit. We urge your committee
to advance her nomination to the full Senate for confirmation.

Sincerely yours,

Former Law Clerks of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit

! Please note that we sign this letter in our personal capacities. Our professional
affiliations are listed for identification purposes only.
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