The Honorable Dick Durbin
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Majority Leader

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Marco Rubio
United States Senate

284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

March 23, 2022

The Honorable Chuck Grassley
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Minority Leader

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Rick Scott
United States Senate

502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Re:  Letter in Support of Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to be an Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States

Dear Senators Durbin, Grassley, Schumer, McConnell, Rubio, and Scott:

As professors who teach at law schools in Florida, the state in which Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson
grew up, we are writing to urge her confirmation as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the
United States.

If confirmed, Justice Jackson would become just the sixth woman ever to serve on the Court, the
fourth nonwhite justice, and the first African American woman. As we teach our students about
the Constitution, the American legal system, and our nation’s democratic ideals, it is vital that they
see a Court that more fully reflects the diversity of the American people. Judge Jackson’s
confirmation would represent a milestone in our profession and our nation.

In 1994, the President nominated a distinguished federal circuit court judge, who had previously
served on the U.S. Sentencing Commission, to become an associate justice of the Supreme Court.
The Senate confirmed that nominee, Stephen Breyer, by a vote of 87 to 9. We believe Judge Ketanji
Brown Jackson, President Biden’s nominee to succeed Justice Breyer, should receive the same
broad and bipartisan support.

Like Justice Breyer, Judge Jackson excelled in rigorous academic environments, graduating magna
cum laude from Harvard College and cum laude from Harvard Law School. Like Justice Breyer,
she clerked on the U.S. Supreme Court. Like Justice Breyer, Judge Jackson also served as a
member of the U.S. Sentencing Commission, and both were judges on the U.S. Court of Appeals
immediately before their nominations. Indeed, Judge Jackson has been confirmed by the Senate
on a bipartisan basis three times — most recently last year for her current seat on the D.C. Circuit.



Judge Jackson also brings a unique blend of personal and professional experiences to her work as
a judge. She worked both in private practice at some of the nation’s largest law firms, representing
corporations, and as a public defender, representing people who could not afford to hire an
attorney. She also brings much-needed district court experience to the Supreme Court. Judge
Jackson wrote almost 600 opinions as a district court judge and would be only the second Justice
currently on the Court with trial court experience. Furthermore, as Vice Chair of the U.S.
Sentencing Commission, Judge Jackson earned a well-deserved reputation for consensus building.

Judge Jackson would make an exceptional nominee regardless of where she was raised. But as law
professors in Florida, we take special pride in the fact that Judge Jackson grew up in our state, one
of the largest and most diverse in the country. Since her time as a student at Miami Palmetto Senior
High School, Judge Jackson has stood out as a leader among her peers. We are proud that Judge
Jackson would be the first Floridian to join the United States Supreme Court.

We believe the confirmation process should not devolve into a polarized, partisan affair, as it
regrettably has in the past. Instead, we urge the Senate to evaluate Judge Jackson on the basis of
her impressive experience as a lawyer and judge, and confirm her to the U.S. Supreme Court by a
wide margin, just as the Senate confirmed Justice Breyer 27 years ago.

Sincerely,

David Abraham
Professor of Law Emeritus
University of Miami School of Law

Rachel Arnow-Richman

Gerald A. Rosenthal Chair in Labor & Employment Law
Professor of Law

University of Florida Levin College of Law

Ricardo J. Bascuas
Professor of Law
University of Miami School of Law

Heather Baxter
Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Stephanie Bornstein
Professor of Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Neil H. Buchanan

James J. Freeland Eminent Scholar Chair in Taxation
Professor of Law

University of Florida Levin College of Law
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Dennis Calfee
Professor of Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Kathy L. Cerminara
Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Jane Ellen Cross

Associate Dean for Diversity, Inclusion, & Public Impact
Professor of Law

Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Mark M. Dobson
Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Douglas Donoho
Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Nancy E. Dowd

David H. Levin Chair in Family Law
University of Florida Distinguished Professor
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Olympia Duhart
Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Avlana Eisenberg
Gary & Sally Pajcic Professor
Florida State University College of Law

Andrew Elmore
Associate Professor of Law
University of Miami School of Law

Seth Katsuya Endo
Assistant Professor of Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Megan A. Fairlie
Professor of Law
Florida International University College of Law
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H. Scott Fingerhut
Assistant Director, Trial Advocacy Program
Florida International University College of Law

Michael Flynn
Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Jon M. Garon
Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Ashley Hamill
Clinical Professor of Law
Florida State University College of Law

Andrew Hammond
Assistant Professor of Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Kristen V. Hardy
Legal Skills Professor
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Stephen Harper
Emeritus Professor of Law
Florida International University College of Law

Berta Esperanza Hernandez-Truyol
Stephen C. O’Connell Chair

Professor of Law

University of Florida Levin College of Law

Frances R. Hill
Professor of Law and Dean’s Distinguished Scholar for the Profession
University of Miami School of Law

Maryam Jamshidi
Assistant Professor of Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Robert M. Jarvis
Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law
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Lea Johnston
Professor of Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

José Roberto (Beto) Juarez, Jr.
Dean and Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Jay B Kesten
Associate Professor of Law
Florida State University College of Law

Shani M. King
Professor of Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Ila J. Klion
Assistant Director and Professor of Legal Skills & Values
Florida International University College of Law

Lawrence Krieger
Clinical Professor of Law
Florida State University College of Law

Tamara Rice Lave
Professor of Law
University of Miami School of Law

Lili Levi
Professor of Law
University of Miami School of Law

Jake Linford
Loula Fuller & Dan Myers Professor of Law
Florida State University College of Law

Timothy C. Loftus

Fredman Foundation Practitioner-in-Residence
Lecturer in Law and Public Health Sciences
University of Miami

Mario Loyola

Research Assistant Professor, FIU Institute of Environment
Adjunct Professor in Law

Florida International University College of Law

*Titles/affiliations are included for identification purposes only and do not indicate
institutional endorsements



Charlene D. Luke

Hubert C. Hurst Eminent Scholar Chair in Law
Professor of Law

University of Florida Levin College of Law

Steven A. Maxwell
Director of Academic Achievement & Lecturer in Law
University of Miami School of Law

Merritt E. McAlister
Associate Professor of Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Elena Rose Minicucci
Professor of Practice
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Joel A. Mintz
Professor of Law Emeritus and C. William Trout Senior Fellow
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Jason P. Nance

Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Development
Professor of Law

University of Florida Levin College of Law

Kenneth B. Nunn

Dr. Patricia Hilliard-Nunn Memorial Racial Justice Term Professor
Professor of Law

University of Florida Levin College of Law

Antony Page
Dean & FIU Foundation Professor of Law
Florida International University College of Law

Bernard P. Perlmutter
Professor of Law
University of Miami School of Law

Ellen S. Podgor

Gary R. Trombley Family White-Collar Crime Research Professor
Professor of Law

Stetson University College of Law
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Jarrod F. Reich
Professor of Legal Writing and Lecturer in Law
University of Miami School of Law

Michael L. Richmond
Professor of Law Emeritus
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Robert J. Rhee
John H. and Mary Lou Dasburg Professor of Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Scott Rogers
Lecturer in Law
University of Miami School of Law

Ediberto Roman
Professor of Law
Florida International University

Robert Eli Rosen
Professor of Law
University of Miami School of Law

Laura Ann Rosenbury
Dean and Levin, Mabie & Levin Professor of Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Raul Ruiz
Associate Professor of Academic Support and Assistant Dean
Florida International University College of Law

Katheryn Russell-Brown
Levin, Mabie & Levin Professor of Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Andres Sawicki
Professor of Law
University of Miami School of Law

Gabriel Scheffler
Associate Professor of Law
University of Miami School of Law
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Darby Kerrigan Scott
Clinical Professor of Law
Florida State University College of Law

Mark Seidenfeld
Patricia A. Dore Professor of Administrative Law
Florida State University College of Law

Rebecca Sharpless

Associate Dean for Experiential Learning
Professor of Law

University of Miami School of Law

Florence Shu-Acquaye
Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Nat S. Stern
John W. & Ashley E. Frost Professor
Florida State University College of Law

Irwin P. Stotzky
Professor of Law
University of Miami School of Law

David D. Walter
Co-Director & Professor, Legal Skills & Values Program
Florida International University College of Law

James D. Wilets
Professor of Law
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law

Danaya C. Wright
T. Terrell Sessums and Gerald Sohn Professor in Constitutional Law
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Jennifer Zedalis
Senior Legal Skills Professor
University of Florida Levin College of Law

Mary Ziegler
Stearns Weaver Miller Professor
Florida State University College of Law
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