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Andrew Ferguson, Chief Counsel, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
andrew_ferguson@mcconnell.senate.gov 
 
Phillip Brest, Chief Nominations Counsel, Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Richard J. 
Durbin phillip_brest@judiciary-dem.senate.gov 
 
Michael Fragoso, Chief Nominations Counsel, Senate Judiciary Committee Ranking Member 
Charles E. Grassley michael_fragoso@judiciary-rep.senate.gov 
 
 
Please see the enclosed letter submitted for your consideration.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
Richard J. Lazarus 

 
 



April 8, 2021 

 
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer  
Majority Leader  
United States Senate  
Washington, DC 20510  
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader 
United States Senate  
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin  
Chairman Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510  
 
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member Committee on the Judiciary  
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Re:  Letter in Support of the Nomination of Todd Kim to Serve as Assistant Attorney General 

for the Environment and Natural Resources Division of the U.S. Department of Justice 
 

Dear Majority Leader Schumer, Minority Leader McConnell, Chairman Durbin and Ranking 
Member Grassley:   

We write in support of the nomination of Todd Kim to be Assistant Attorney General for the 
Environment and Natural Resources Division (ENRD) in the U.S. Department of Justice. We are 
all longstanding practitioners of environmental law from a wide variety of settings and 
perspectives. We include lawyers from private law firms, public interest organizations, 
governmental offices, in-house counsel, and legal academics. 

We do not always agree. We sometimes litigate on the same side of cases and frequently serve as 
opposing counsel too. For those of us engaged in legal scholarship, it is not unusual for us to 
sharply disagree. But what we all share in common is a deep respect for the rule of law and the 
essential public service performed by ENRD attorneys in enforcing and defending the nation’s 
environmental protection and natural resource management laws. What joins us in this letter is 
our confidence that Todd Kim will be an outstanding Assistant Attorney General to lead ENRD.   

Todd Kim combines enormous achievement, a career largely dedicated to public service, proven 
leadership, private sector experience, and a deep expertise in environmental law. Kim graduated 
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magna cum laude from both Harvard College and Harvard Law School and then clerked for the 
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. His first job after his 
clerkship was as an Honors Program Attorney in the Appellate Section of ENRD — the same 
Justice Department Division that President Biden has now named Kim to lead.  

Kim enjoyed a stellar reputation at the Justice Department as a highly skilled appellate advocate, 
as underscored by EPA’s decision to award Kim the Agency’s Gold Medal. Working at ENRD 
for more than eight years under both Democratic and Republican Administrations, Kim 
developed a deep and wide expertise in environmental law. He briefed and presented oral 
argument in federal courts of appeals on a wide variety of complex environmental and natural 
resources law cases. He was named the District of Columbia’s first Solicitor General in 2006 and 
ably served in that office for eleven years until he joined a private law firm in 2018. 

ENRD deserves one of the nation’s best lawyers at its helm to run the nation’s most important 
environmental law firm charged with representing the American public. Todd Kim promises to 
be just such a leader. 

We urge the Senate Judiciary Committee and the Senate to confirm Todd Kim to serve as the 
Assistant Attorney General for ENRD. 

 

Sincerely,* 

 
Richard J. Lazarus 
Professor, Harvard Law School 
Former ENRD Attorney (1979-1983) 
Former Assistant to the Solicitor General (1986-1989) 
 
Richard Stewart 
Professor, New York University School of Law 
Former Assistant Attorney General ENRD (1989-1991) 
 
David Buente 
Sidley Austin LLP 
Former Chief, ENRD Environmental Enforcement Section and ENRD Attorney 
(1979-90) 
 
Vickie Patton 
General Counsel 
Environmental Defense Fund 
 

                                                            
* Professional affiliations are listed for identification purposes. Signatories are signing in their individual 
capacity and not as representative of any current or former employer or other affiliated organization. 
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Sam Hirsch 
Former Principal Deputy and Acting Assistant Attorney General ENRD (2014-2017) 
 
Benjamin F. Wilson 
Chairman, Beveridge Diamond 
 
Mitch Bernard 
President & Chief Counsel, Natural Resource Defense Council 
 
Joel Gross 
Arnold Porter LLP 
Former Chief ENRD Environmental Enforcement Section (1995-2000) 
 
Joseph Manko 
Founding Partner, Manko Gold Katcher & Fox LLP 
Former EPA Regional Counsel, Region III 
 
Tim Bishop 
Mayer Brown & Platt LLP 

Michelle Diffenderfer,  
President/Shareholder 
Lewis, Longman & Walker  
 
Steve Ramsey 
Former GE Vice President Corporate Environmental Programs (1990-2008) 
Former Chief, Environmental Enforcement Section and ENRD Attorney (1978-1985) 
 
Steph Tai 
Professor of Law, University of Wisconsin Law School  
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (2001-2005) 
 
Sam Sankar 
Senior Vice President for Programs, Earthjustice 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (2008-2012) 
 
Susannah Weaver 
Donahue, Goldberg, Weaver & Littleton LLP 
 
Peter R. Steenland 
Sidley Austin LLP 
Former Chief, ENRD Appellate Section and ENRD Attorney (1970-2002 
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Donald W. Stever 
Stever Environmental Law and Mediation PLLC 
Former Chief, ENRD Environmental Defense Section and ENRD Attorney (1978-1982) 
 
Greer Goldman 
Former ENRD Appellate and Environmental Defense Attorney (1991-2006) 
 
Michael Gerrard 
Professor and Director, Sabin Center for Climate Change Law 
Columbia Law School 
 
Edward Shawaker 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1972-1997)  
 
Raymond B. Ludwiszewski 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 
Former EPA General Counsel 
Former ENRD Attorney  
 
Lily N. Chinn 
Baker Botts LLP 
Former ENRD Enforcement Attorney (1999 to 2007)  
  
Stacey H. Mitchell  
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP  
Former ENRD Chief Environmental Crimes and ENRD Attorney (2007-2013) 
 
Sean H. Donahue 
Donahue, Goldberg, Weaver & Littleton LLP 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1997-2001) 
 
Gene Lucero 
Latham & Watkins LLP (ret.) 
Former EPA Director of Waste Programs Enforcement (1982-1988) 
 
Janice M. Schneider 
Latham & Watkins LLP  
 
Keith Matthews 
Wiley Rein LLP 
 
Seth Jaffee 
Foley Hoag LLP 
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Jared A. Goldstein 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
Roger Williams University School of Law 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1997-2001) 
 
Robert V. Percival 
Robert F. Stanton Professor of Law 
Director, Environmental Law Program 
University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law 
 
Tom Lorenzon 
Crowell & Moring 
Former Assistant Chief, ENRD Environment Defense  
Section and ENRD Attorney (1997-2013) 
 
Bradley Marten 
Chairman, Marten Law LLP 
 
David Shilton 
Former Senior Litigation Counsel, ENRD Appellate Attorney (1979-2017) 
 
John Bryson 
ENRD Appellate Attorney (1983-2008) 
 
Robert Klarquist  
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1972-1999)  
 
Jack Gelin 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1967-1997) 
 
Matthew Littleton 
Donahue, Goldberger, Weaver & Littleton LLP 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (2011-2019) 

Michael Traynor   
Cobalt LLP 
 
Marta Hoilman,  
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1997-2000)  
 
Peter Hsiao 
King & Spaulding LLP 
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney (C.D. Cal. 1990-1995) 
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Laurence S. Kirsch 
Sidley Austin LLP 
 
John Leshy 
Emeritus Professor of Law, University of California,  
Hastings College of Law 
 
Robert Kirsch 
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP (retired) 

Don Bauer 
Perkins Coie, LLP  
 
Ronald Spritzer 
Judge, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Former ENRD Appellate Section Attorney (2007-2018 
 
J. Carol Williams 
Former Assistant Chief, ENRD Appellate Section and ENRD Attorney (1982-2000) 
 
Katherine J. Barton 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1999-2017) 
 
Patricia J. Beneke 
Former ENRD Natural Resources Attorney (1981-1983) 
 
Al Ferlo 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1980- 1986; 1990-1997) 
 
Adam M. Kushner 
Former Director, EPA Office of Civil Enforcement & Air Enforcement Division (2003-2011) 
Former Senior Counsel ENRD Enforcement Attorney (1991-2002) 
 
Tom Mounteer  
Paul Hastings LLP 
 
James H. Colopy 
Farella Braun & Martel LLP  
 
Jeffrey C. Dobbins 
Professor, Willamette University College of Law 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1996-2001) 
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Jeffrey Gracer 
Sive, Paget & Riesel LLP 
 
Matthew J. Sanders 
Clinical Supervising Attorney and Lecturer, Stanford Law School 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (2002-2007) 
 
Alice Thurston 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1987-2010 
 
Robert H. Oakley 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1985-2019)  
 
Robert Stockman 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (200-2017) 
 
Rachel Jacobsen 
Wilmer Hale LLP 
Former ENRD Environmental Enforcement Attorney (1990-2008) 
 
Elliott P. Laws 
Crowell & Moring LLP 
Former EPA Assistant Administrator 
 
Nicholas A. DiMascio 
Senior Environmental Counsel, Denver Water 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (2010-2017) 
 
Kevin Poloncarz  
Covington & Burling LLP 
 
John Stahr 
Former ENRD Appellate Attorney (1984-2008) 
 
David Hackett 
Baker McKenzie LLP 
Former ENRD Environmental Enforcement Attorney (1985-1989) 
 
Chris Locke 
Farella Braun & Martel LLP 
 
Daniel M. Krainin 
Beveridge & Diamond PC 


