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	Board of Directors President Barbara Adams General COllllsel Illinois Local Government Lawyers Association PresidentElect Lori Grigg Bluhm City Attorney Troy Michigan Immediate Past President Tyrone E Cooper City Attorney Beaumont Texas Treasurer Rose HumwayWarrnuth City Solicitor Wheeling West Virginia General Counsel  Executive Director Charles W Thompson Jr IMLA Rockville Maryland Directors Christopher Balch City Attorney Brookhaven Georgia Shauna Billingsley City Attorney Franklin Tennessee Alan Bojorquez City Attorney Bastrop Texas Beth Anne Childs Town Attorney Bristow Oklahoma Diana Cortes City Solicitor Philadelphia Permsylvania Bradford Curmingham Mllllicipal Attorney Lexington South Carolina Jeffrey Dana City Solicitor Providence Rhode Island Arthur Gutekunst Senior Assistant Corporation COllllsel White Plains New York Nina R Hickson City Attorney Atlanta Georgia Lori Lein GeneralCOllllsel Alabarna League of Municipalities Vynetta Massey City Attorney Colorado Springs Colorado Gregory Priamos County COllllsel Riverside County California Bryan Scott City Attorney Las Vegas Nevada Todd Sheeran City Attorney Bluffdale Utah Jermie Granahan Tarr General Cotmse Hillsborough Cty Hospital Authority Nancy Thompson CityCmmselor Columbia Missouri Randall Van Vleck Town Attorney Kirtland New Mexico Wendy Walberg City Solicitor Toronto Ontario ByronWeny City Solicitor Regina Saskatchewan Canada Susana Alcala Wood City Attorney Sacramento California:                                                                                                                  September 6, 2022Chair Dick DurbinCommittee on the Judiciary224 Dirksen Senate Office BuildingWashington, D.C. 20510Ranking Member Chuck GrassleyCommittee on the Judiciary224 Dirksen Senate Office BuildingWashington, D.C. 20510Dear Chair Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley,I am writing to provide my enthusiastic endorsement of Kymberly Evanson to be appointed to the federal district court in the Western District of Washington.  I am the Executive Director and General Counsel of the International Municipal Lawyers Association (IMLA).  Prior to assuming the position of Executive Director, I was the Director of Legal Advocacy for IMLA for more than eight years.  In both capacities, I am responsible for IMLA’s legal advocacy program, wherein we file anywhere from 20-40 amicus briefs each year at the Supreme Court and in federal and state appellate courts.  I have overseen hundreds of amicus briefs during my tenure at IMLA.  IMLA’s mission is to advance the interests of local government law through education and advocacy.  Because we are a small non-profit with only 3-4 lawyers on staff, we rely on outside pro bono counsel to draft most of the amicus briefs that we file. I had the pleasure to work with Ms. Evanson on an amicus brief she drafted for IMLA in District of Columbia v. Wesby, 138 S. Ct. 577 (2018). Ms. Evanson drafted our amicus brief in support of the District of Columbia’s petition for Supreme Court certiorari.  I have worked with hundreds of brief authors over the years, and I can definitively say that Ms. Evanson stands out as an exemplary advocate.  Her writing, research, analytical skills, and advocacy were excellent, and I was extremely impressed with the brief she drafted in this case.  Drafting amicus briefs at the Supreme Court certiorari stage is difficult at best and many appellate lawyers are not up to the task.  Not so for Ms. Evanson.  She was able to convey our position to the Court in concise and persuasive terms, helping underscore the importance of the issue to the Court for all local governments and law enforcement agencies.  The effect of her advocacy was the result we desired: a Supreme Court grant of certiorari.  As you all know, the Supreme Court accepts only a very small number of cases each year from its docket, and I believe Ms. Evanson’s persuasive advocacy helped us get the Court’s attention in this important law enforcement case.  IMLA awarded Ms. Evanson our Amicus Service Award in 2017 for her work on the case, which seeks to recognize lawyers who have done exemplary work to protect and advance local government interests.    In addition to her excellent writing, I was impressed with Ms. Evanson’s work ethic, her ability to coordinate our feedback, and her ability to analyze challenging legal issues in the case, all in a short period of time.  In working with her, she struck me as having the right temperament, intelligence, professionalism, and integrity to serve on the federal bench.  I wholeheartedly endorse her appointment.  If the Committee has additional questions, I would be happy to answer them.                                                                                                                           Sincerely,                                                                                                                 Amanda Karras


