October 30, 2017

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley, Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

224 Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein, Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Nomination of Robert E. Wier to be United States District Judge for the Eastern District
of Kentucky

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Feinstein:

The attorneys joining this letter are legal practitioners from across Kentucky who
collectively have known Judge Wier for years. We write to express our strong support for the
confirmation of The Honorable Robert E. Wier to serve as a United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Kentucky. In the over eleven years Judge Wier has served as a Magistrate
Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky, Judge Wier has demonstrated that he possesses the
attributes of an outstanding jurist: being prepared, diligent, fair-minded and intelligent.

As a law student and a practitioner Judge Wier displayed the same attributes that have
made him an outstanding Magistrate Judge. Judge Wier was raised in Appalachia in Harlan
County, Kentucky and left the mountains of Eastern Kentucky to attend the University of
Kentucky and the University of Kentucky College of Law. Judge Wier was not only Editor in
Chief of the Kentucky Law Journal, but was also first in his law school graduating class. After
clerking for Judge Eugene Siler of the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit,
Judge Wier entered private practice at Stoll Keenon & Park in Lexington, Kentucky. In 1996,
he founded Ransdell, Roach & Wier with two friends from law school. For the next ten years,
Judge Wier practiced extensively in commercial litigation and employment law. ~Although he
represented both employers and employees, most of his employment law practice consisted of
representing employees. Judge Wier participated in ten jury' trials during this time and most of
these trials concerned einployment discrimination claims where Judge Wier represented
employees. While practicing employment law, Judge Wier also practiced commercial litigation
in state.and federal court throughout Kentucky, earning a stellar reputation among members of
the Kentucky Bar for his.adizocacy, knowledge and integrity.:

On the bench, -Judge Wier has maintained an excellent reputation among the advocates
that appear before him for his impressive work ethic, preparation, and understanding of the legal



issues before him. In keeping with his impressive academic credentials, Judge Wier remains an
active student of the law and is known for his in-depth understanding of the authorities and
precedents that guide his evaluation of cases and shape his judgments. In keeping with the
extraordinary work ethic for which he was known both in law school and private practice, Judge
Wier has efficiently managed the criminal and civil dockets of numerous United States District
Judges in the Eastern District of Kentucky since 2006. With these known and established
qualities, the elevation of Judge Wier as an Article III District Judge will have the dual effect of
maintaining the high standards for judicial leadership long-established in the Eastern District of
Kentucky and insuring that those subject to the authority of our judicial system will be provided
a fair and just outcome. Outside of the courtroom, Judge Wier has committed himself to the
advancement of the practice of law for federal practitioners, speaking at many continuing
education seminars about substantive law and having a successful federal court practice.

Judge Wier’s reputation as an unbiased and professional jurist, his commitment to the
pursuit of justice and public service and his respect for others unconditionally qualify him as an
exceptional candidate for the position to which he has been nominated. For all of these reasons,
we enthusiastically support the nomination of Judge Robert E. Wier to the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky and urge you to support his nomination. It is our hope
that the Senate will confirm Judge Wier expeditiously.

Sincerely,

John C. Roach
Lexington, Kentucky

David T. Royse
Lexington, Kentucky

Samuel D. Hinkle IV
Louisville, Kentucky

Christopher L. Thacker

Lexington, Kentucky

W. Craig Robertson III

Lexington, Kentucky

W. Keith Ransdell
Lexington, Kentucky

Mickey T. Webster
Lexington, Kentucky

Brent R. Baughman
Louisville, Kentucky

Stephen S. Burchett
Ashland, Kentucky

Barbara B. Edelman
Lexington, Kentucky



Barbara W. Menefee
Louisville, Kentucky

Dale Golden
Lexington, Kentucky

Elizabeth Hughes
Lexington, Kentucky

Patrick F. Nash
Lexington, Kentucky

Carroll M. Redford III
Lexington, Kentucky

Holly Iaccarino
Lexington, Kentucky

Brian M. Johnson
Lexington, Kentucky

Jeffrey A. Darling
Lexington, Kentucky

Melissa Stewart
Lexington, Kentucky

William Lear
Lexington, Kentucky

Brandon W. Marshall
Lexington, Kentucky

Jonathan Rabinowitz
Lexington, Kentucky

Robert F. Houlihan, Jr.
Lexington, Kentucky

Jon Woodall
Lexington, Kentucky

John Ford
Mt. Vernon, Kentucky

William Wilhoit
Grayson, Kentucky

Doug McSwain
Lexington, Kentucky

Steve Barker
Lexington, Kentucky

Thomas W. Miller
Lexington, Kentucky

Al Grasch
Lexington, Kentucky

David J. Guarnieri
Lexington, Kentucky

Jaron P. Blandford
Lexington, Kentucky

Gregg Thornton
Lexington, Kentucky

Willis Coffey
Mt. Vernon, Kentucky

Paul Harnice
Frankfort, Kentucky

Robert L. Abell
Lexington, Kentucky



Christina Thomas Mazaheri
Frankfort, Kentucky

R. Burl McCoy
Lexington, Kentucky

Bradley P. Rhoads
Owensboro, Kentucky

Eric Lycan
Lexington, Kentucky

Gregory P. Parsons
Lexington, Kentucky

Emily Startsman
Lexington, Kentucky

Jeffrey A. Kaplan, Jr.
Lexington, Kentucky

Christopher L. Rhoads
Owensboro, Kentucky

Richard G. Griffith
Lexington, Kentucky

Robert Benvenuti
Lexington, Kentucky

Eileen M. O’Brien
Lexington, Kentucky

Shea W. Conley
Lexington, Kentucky

Roger W. Madden
Lexington, Kentucky

Brent Caldwell
Lexington, Kentucky

Luke Morgan
Lexington, Kentucky

William C. Rambicure
Lexington, Kentucky

Jim Thomerson
Lexington, Kentucky

John W. Walters
Lexington, Kentucky

Bernard Mazaheri
Frankfort, Kentucky

Pam Ledgewood
Lexington, Kentucky

Adrian Mendiondo
Lexington, Kentucky

Mindy Barfield
Lexington, Kentucky

Jeffrey Savarise
Louisville, Kentucky

William R. Garmer
Lexington, Kentucky

Catherine S. Wright
Nicholasville, Kentucky

Palmer G. Vance II
Lexington Kentucky



Woodford Webb
Lexington, Kentucky

Wesley R. Butler
Lexington, Kentucky

Bryan Beauman
Paris, Kentucky

Shannon Johnson
Paris, Kentucky

Pierce W. Hamblin
Lexington, Kentucky

Stan Lee
Lexington, Kentucky

Andrew DeSimone
Lexington, Kentucky

Hank Jones
Lexington, Kentucky

Todd Osterloh
Frankfort, Kentucky

Kevin Henry
Lexington, Kentucky

Shelley Chatfield
Lexington, Kentucky

John Bishop
Lexington, Kentucky

David Fleenor
Lexington, Kentucky

Brady W. Dunnigan
Lexington, Kentucky

Barry D. Hunter
Lexington, Kentucky

Todd Childers
Corbin, Kentucky

Lindsey W. Ingram 111
Lexington, Kentucky

Josh Salsburey
Lexington, Kentucky

Phil Moloney
Lexington, Kentucky

Kacey Coleman
Lexington, Kentucky

Jamie Dittert
Lexington, Kentucky

Pat Moloney
Lexington, Kentucky

Cheryl U. Lewis
Hyden, Kentucky

Robert Roark
Lexington, Kentucky

Whitney Dunlap III
Versailles, Kentucky



