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Good afternoon. Thank \oX, Chairman BlXmenthal and members of the committee, for the
opportXnit\ to testif\ toda\. M\ name is Vic Bencomo. I am a father, hXsband, gXn oZner,
hXnter, and a proXd Colorado resident of oYer 30 \ears.

As a Yeteran Zho serYed 21 \ears in the US NaY\, I knoZ Zhat it means to be a patriot. I
sXpported and defended the ConstitXtion and the laZs of the United States of America against
all enemies, foreign and domestic. BXt toda\, I¶m here Zith \oX as the president of the Colorado
chapter of Giffords GXn OZners for Safet\. We are a groXp of thoXsands of hXnters, sport
shooters, concealed carriers, and collectors Zho sXpport responsible gXn oZnership and
common-sense gXn laZs. We proXdl\ sXpport the Second Amendment, bXt Ze cannot ignore
that oXr coXntr\ is in the midst of a crisis.

Each \ear, nearl\ 40,000 Americans die from gXn Yiolence, and tens of thoXsands more are
shot and injXred. I¶Ye seen Yiolence: in Iraq, Ze Xnderstood that serYing oXr coXntr\ came Zith
an inherent risk. We pXt oXr liYes on the line knoZing that Ze ma\ neYer come home. BXt that¶s
not a risk that shoXld e[tend to oXr neighborhoods, schools, and places of Zorship. We are jXst
foXr months into the \ear, and alread\ Ze¶Ye seen deYastating tragedies in Atlanta; Indianapolis;
Orange, California; Rock Hill, SoXth Carolina; and BoXlder in m\ home state of Colorado²and
the list keeps groZing. The dail\ threat of gXn Yiolence is a shocking realit\ in coXntless
commXnities across the coXntr\. As a Yeteran, I¶m Zitnessing m\ felloZ serYicemen and Zomen
take their liYes at a catastrophic rate. More than 17 Yeterans die b\ sXicide dail\ nationZide.
That is oYer 6,400 Yeteran sXicides a \ear. Firearms are Xsed in nearl\ 70% of these deaths.1

OXr Yeterans ansZered the call, serYed their coXntr\, and haYe lost so mXch on the battlefields
alread\. It¶s Xnacceptable to let them lose their liYes at home.

Tragicall\, Colorado¶s Yeteran sXicide rate is aboYe the national aYerage. OXt of the 173
Yeterans Zho died b\ sXicide in oXr state in 2018, 112 of them Xsed a firearm. BXt these are2

more than jXst staggering statistics to me. More than once, m\ phone rang and on the other end
Zas a Yeteran asking for help. I haYe personall\ taken their firearms Zhen no one else ZoXld.

2 "Colorado Veteran SXicide Data Sheet, 2018," US Department of Veterans Affairs, Office of Mental
Health and SXicide PreYention,
https://ZZZ.mentalhealth.Ya.goY/docs/data-sheets/2018/2018-State-Data-Sheet-Colorado-508.pdf.

1 ³2020 National Veteran SXicide PreYention AnnXal Report,´ US Department of Veterans Affairs, Office of
Mental Health and SXicide PreYention,
https://ZZZ.mentalhealth.Ya.goY/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-SXicide-PreYention-AnnX
al-Report-11-2020-508.pdf. See aOVR, ³National SXicide Data Report Appendi[,´ US Department of
Veterans Affairs, Office of Mental Health and SXicide PreYention,



It Zas I Zho ansZered the call that night, I Zas the one Zho droYe to his hoXse, I Zas the one
Zho conYinced him to seek help, I Zas the one Zho took him to the hospital, I Zas the one Zho
took possession of his firearms. I Zas the one Zho agreed to take cXstod\ of him once released
from the hospital. BXt 6,400 Yeterans that committed sXicide last \ear did not haYe an ³I´ to help
them.

Temporaril\ keeping gXns oXt of the hands of people Zho haYe been foXnd b\ a coXrt to pose a
significant risk to themselYes or others is not an infringement on their Second Amendment
rights²it coXld be Zhat saYes their liYes, and the liYes of others. In 2019, I testified in front of
the Colorado legislatXre in sXpport of HB 1177, the DepXt\ Zackari Parrish III Violence
PreYention Act, to help protect oXr Yeterans, their families, and oXr commXnities. That bill Zas
passed into laZ, making Colorado the 17th state Zith an e[treme risk laZ. As of April 2020, 19
states and the District of ColXmbia haYe enacted these laZs.

The path to passing an e[treme risk laZ in Colorado Zas not as eas\ one. Man\ opponents of
gXn safet\ raised XnfoXnded fears that sXch a laZ ZoXld lead to mass confiscation of Zeapons
from laZ-abiding gXn oZners, or that the laZ coXld be Zeaponi]ed and Xsed to retaliate against
others. SeYeral coXnties throXghoXt the state declared themselYes so-called ³Second
Amendment sanctXaries,´ and sheriffs annoXnced plans to block the laZ from being Xsed. After3

the laZ passed, gXn safet\ opponents moXnted an XnsXccessfXl attempt to recall the sponsor of
HB 1177 and remoYe him from office. BXt after a \ear of the e[treme risk laZ being in place, it¶s4

clear that it has been a XsefXl tool to saYe liYes ZithoXt infringing on the Second Amendment
rights of Coloradans.

In 2020, at least 112 petitions Zere filed b\ laZ enforcement and famil\ members. Colorado¶s5

e[treme risk laZ Zas Xsed to disarm a 47-\ear-old Yeteran Zho threatened to shoot himself and
police officers, a 20-\ear-old man Zho posted online that he Zanted to bX\ an AR-15 and kill
Zomen at a sororit\ hoXse, a 37-\ear-old man Zho e[pressed sXicidal intent, a Zoman Zho
said she ZoXld kill herself and kill laZ enforcement, and do]ens of others at risk of harming
themselYes or others. It¶s important to note that not all of the petitions filed resXlted in e[treme6

risk protection orders issXed and gXns remoYed. BXt that¶s jXst fXrther eYidence that this laZ not
onl\ Zorks, bXt also protects indiYidXal rights and doesn¶t alloZ a person¶s gXns to be remoYed
ZithoXt real eYidence that the person is a danger to themselYes or others. And significantl\,

6 IbLd.

5 Elise Schme]ler and Shell\ BradbXr\, ³Colorado¶s red flag laZ is one \ear old. Here¶s Zho¶s Xsing the
laZ to confiscate gXns ² and Zh\,´ The DeQYeU PRVW, JanXar\ 10, 2021,
https://ZZZ.denYerpost.com/2021/01/10/red-flag-laZ-colorado-first-\ear-2020-stats/.

4 Anna StaYer, ³GXn control groXps nationZide declare Yictor\ oYer scrapped recall of Colorado Rep. Tom
SXlliYan,´ The DeQYeU PRVW, JXne 11, 2019,
https://ZZZ.denYerpost.com/2019/06/11/colorado-recall-tom-sXlliYan-gXn-control/.

3 James West, ³Inside Colorado¶s Epic Battle OYer a PopXlar GXn Safet\ LaZ,´ MRWheU JRQeV, October
23, 2020.
https://ZZZ.motherjones.com/politics/2020/10/film-docXmentar\-colorado-red-flag-laZ-opposition-sanctXa
r\-second-amendment/.



man\ laZ enforcement officials Zho opposed the laZ later ended Xp Xsing the laZ and foXnd it
to be an effectiYe tool to preYent Yiolence.7

If this laZ Zere aYailable in more states, I haYe no doXbt that it coXld be a Yer\ effectiYe tool to
saYe liYes, especiall\ for oXr Yeterans Zho are at a high risk of sXicide.

Congress shoXld sXpport states¶ efforts to pass and implement e[treme risk legislation. SeYeral
of the e[amples I mentioned aboXt hoZ Colorado¶s laZ Zas Xsed inYolYe people Zith sXicidal
intentions. E[treme risk protection orders are a critical tool in helping to preYent gXn sXicides,
Zhich represent 60 percent of gXn deaths. GXns are Xsed in onl\ fiYe percent of sXicide
attempts, bXt are responsible for oYer 50 percent of all sXicide deaths, becaXse sXicides
attempted Zith gXns are fatal 85 percent of the time, far more often than sXicides attempted b\
other means. PXt simpl\, people are more likel\ to die b\ sXicide if the\ haYe eas\ access to8

firearms, and far less likel\ to die b\ sXicide if the\ do not. For man\ indiYidXals, this ma\ mean
the difference betZeen life and death: nine oXt of 10 people Zho sXrYiYe a sXicide attempt do
not die b\ sXicide at a later date.9

In the last tZo Congresses, there has been bipartisan sXpport for legislation that ZoXld giYe
grants to states that haYe enacted sXch legislation or proYide a procedXre to seek an e[treme
risk order from a federal coXrt. SaYing the liYes of Yeterans and others at risk of sXicide
shoXldn¶t be a partisan issXe. I Xrge this Congress to prioriti]e similar legislation, and I thank
Senator Feinstein and Senator BlXmenthal for their leadership on this issXe.

NoZ more than eYer, it¶s clear that Ze need to strengthen oXr gXn laZs at the federal leYel in
order to redXce gXn Yiolence. As a gXn oZner, Yeteran, and father, I haYe one message for the
Senate: please do eYer\thing in \oXr poZer to saYe liYes from gXn Yiolence and saYe Yeterans
from sXicide, inclXding sXpporting states in their efforts to pass and implement e[treme risk
laZs.

Thank \oX.

9 DaYid OZens, JXdith Horrocks, and Allan HoXse, ³Fatal and Non±fatal Repetition of Self±harm:
S\stematic ReYieZ,´ The British JoXrnal of Ps\chiatr\ 181, no. 3 (2002): 193±199.

8 Giffords LaZ Center to PreYent GXn Violence, ³Confronting the IneYitabilit\ M\th: HoZ Data-DriYen GXn
Policies SaYe LiYes from SXicide,´ September 2018: 8, 25,
https://giffords.org/Zp-content/Xploads/2018/09/Giffords-LaZ-Center-Confronting-The-IneYitabilit\-M\th_9
.3.18.pdf.

7 IbLd.


