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Thank you, Chair Padilla, Senator Cornyn, and members of the committee for the opportunity to
testify today.

My name is Mia Love. | am a proud former representative for Utah'’s fourth district. | currently serve
as the national outreach director at The Center for Growth and Opportunity at Utah State University.

My story begins with immigration. My parents left their home in Haiti 48 years ago and came to the
United States because this country offered two things that they desired more than anything else:
freedom and opportunity. With courage, faith, and grit, they showed me that the American Dream
was possible. | would not be who | am today if they hadn’t made the brave choice to join this great
nation, like so many immigrants before them.

My background, and my parents’ legacy, are what drive my passion to find lasting policy solutions
to our immigration system.

I’'m here to discuss two of today’s most pressing immigration challenges:

1. Creating an immigration system that meets the needs of US companies so the Ameri-
can workforce can compete on a global scale.

2. Creating an orderly and humane system of asylum that lives up to American ideals and
freedoms.

Both these areas deserve congressional attention and policy reform.

The views expressed in this testimony are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Center for
Growth and Opportunity at Utah State University or the views of Utah State University.



Today’s immigration system does not meet the needs of the American people
Ill start by addressing the American workforce.

Today the US economy is missing 5 million workers. There are about 11 million open jobs in the
country, but fewer than 6 million unemployed people.

In other words, there are two open jobs for every unemployed person in the country.
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Source: FRED, accessed June 3, 2022.

We need people.

We need them in every industry at every level. We need more health care workers—doctors, nurses,
and CNAs. We need manufacturing employees, pilots, and plumbers. We need people to work in
our restaurants, on our farms, in daycare centers. We need people to work building our homes our
roads.

Solving the immigration problem is clearly in the interest of our economy. The US has much to gain
from adding to and strengthening its workforce.

Right now, the US immigration system is straining and failing to meet the needs of US companies.
It's defined by backlogs, delays, and migrants who turn to dangerous unauthorized crossings be-
cause they see it as their only option.

The challenge we face today is straightforward: Employers cannot find enough workers because
they simply do not exist as US citizens within our borders.

We need to reform our immigration system so that it can stabilize our workforce to support Ameri-
can businesses across the country.


https://fred.stlouisfed.org/graph/?graph_id=1045043

Reform for Dreamers is valuable for preserving the American workforce

Tomorrow, June 15, will mark 10 years since the original implementation of the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. Creating a solution for Dreamers has been a policy challenge
for even longer, however. The original “Dreamer” legislation was introduced in 2001.!

As children brought to the US, Dreamers make a sympathetic case for immigration reform.

Consider Liliana Tapia Bolafos, a Utahn like me. Liliana was brought to Orem, Utah when she was
just three years old. Because of DACA, she has served a religious mission, started college, and
worked as an intern advocating for the rights and welfare of children.?

As of the most recent US Citizenship and Immigration Services data, there are 611,469 people like
Liliana across the country.?

Though DACA has protected many over the last decade, its origin in the executive branch makes
it a prime example of the need for congressional action as a replacement. It's not permanent or
stable.

The program is now under review in the courts, and if it is ultimately struck down, DACA recipients
could lose their work authorizations. Only Congress can give DACA recipients the strong legal
footing they deserve.

Congress can provide firm and certain protection for the Dreamers in the country through smart,
tailored, and simple authorization programs. But this will require compromises that marry enforce-
ment with a pathway to work authorization and legal status, so that we address the underlying
reasons that people live in the shadows for many years.

When | represented Utah's Fourth Congressional District in the House of Representatives, | part-
nered with my colleagues to introduce broad, balanced, and bipartisan measures, and | would like
to see Congress once again work together to seek true bipartisan compromise in this area.*

The US immigration system faces multiple problems

Of course, immigration is a multi-pronged issue. No single change will fix the immigration system.
In addition to congressional reform for Dreamers, policymakers should pursue these other reforms.
Skilled immigration should be expanded

Consider the US’s primary skilled immigration category, the H-1B visa. According to research from
The Center for Growth and Opportunity, the H-1B visa has been a valuable component of the US
immigration system since 1990, but its operation has not kept pace with the country’s needs.

In 2005, 85,000 visas were available. Today, nearly 20 years later, our country has grown, but only
the same 85,000 visas are available.?
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There are many promising options for expanding skilled immigration:
1. Creating pathways for employers to petition for workers with special skills.

2. Streamlining applications that currently take years for those who are already waiting in
lines that continue to grow.®

3. Evaluating whether current processes inhibit F-1 student visa applicants from transition-
ing to H-1B or EB visas.’

4. Addressing the problem of the children of H-1B visa holders aging out of their deriva-
tive status.®

Research suggests that the expansion of high-skilled immigration will boost economic growth,®
expand American businesses,'® and provide more opportunities for the most disadvantaged Amer-
icans."

Farmers, retail, and other industries all need access to workers too
The worker shortage is fueling the record-high inflation we're experiencing.

The economy is more than rocket scientists, engineers, and artificial intelligence experts. Groceries,
and everyday necessities arrive on store shelves and in packages on your doorstep because farm-
ers, ranchers, and retail workers work hard to get them there. Today’s worker shortage contributes
to higher prices for food, health, and basic needs.

The damage of today’s worker shortage are evident across the economy. Opening more avenues
for immigrant workers will help tame inflation and encourage economic growth.!?

Responding to disorder at the border requires getting our own house in order

Finally, if we want to control and shape immigration flows into the country, then we must first get
our own house in order.”

We are continuing to see record apprehensions of migrants along the southern border. In April
2022 alone, US Customs and Border Protection encountered 234,088 migrants.'* Many of these
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migrants are coming here seeking better economic opportunities, and have been exploited by
transnational criminal organizations that have sold them on the false hope that they can achieve
their dreams by merely crossing the border. Unfortunately, our immigration courts will likely find
that the vast majority of these migrants do not qualify for asylum.'™ If and when they are ultimately
removed, they will lose their eligibility to participate in our employment-based immigration and
guestworker programs, which is a tragedy.

We need to put into place a safe, humane, and efficient system that honors our international com-
mitment to adjudicate asylum claims but deters migrants with weak claims from putting themselves
in danger and fruitlessly making the perilous journey to the southern border.

I am encouraged by efforts like Ranking Member Cornyn'’s partnership with Sen. Kyrsten Sinema,
which would ensure that we have safe and adequate facilities along the border, along with efficient
processes that keep migrants informed of their rights and render faster decisions.

Policymakers should also consider how to make guestworker programs accessible for migrants and
the businesses that use them. That could include outreach and recruitment in foreign countries and
easing the bureaucratic and complex application process for businesses.'®

Last summer, tens of thousands of Haitian people gathered in Del Rio, Texas, at our southern border
seeking asylum. But because they were from Haiti, a country not on the DHS eligibility list for H-2A
or H-2B visas at that time, the crowds were unable to enter the country or claim existing work
visas.!” Though Haiti has since become eligible, the migrants who were removed have now lost the
opportunity to contribute their skills to the US economy.

We need to emphasize that cross-border migration jeopardizes migrants’ opportunities to come to
the United States legally in the future.

We should also ensure that migrants have access to pathways to come to the United States lawful-
ly. Research has established that expanding legal pathways reduces illegal immigration.'® When
seasonal work visas—the H-2A and H-2B programs—expanded in 2000, apprehensions of Mexican
workers at the border plummeted.”®

Connecting migrants with resources to apply for our guestworker programs will help restore order
on the southern border.
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Source: Michael Clemens and Jimmy Graham, “Three Facts You Haven't Heard Much About Are Keys to Better Policy Toward Central America,”
Center for Global Development, November 1, 2019, https://www.cgdev.org/blog/three-facts-you-havent-heard-much-about-are-keys-better-

policy-toward-central-america.

Conclusion

For Congress, today's immigration challenges present an opportunity to support US businesses and
grow the country’s wealth that should not be forgotten or squandered. We should stop treating
people like liabilities that need to be managed and start treating them like assets that can be devel-
oped for the betterment of our country and communities.

My parents have always told me the greatest day of their lives was the day they became American
citizens. It was the culmination of years of work. They learned how to speak English, studied Ameri-
can history, and learned about the Constitution. So when the day came for them to become natu-
ralized, hold their hands up and swear allegiance to the American flag, they knew what they were
saying, and they meant every word of it.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on an issue near and dear to my heart with friends on both
sides.
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