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February 20th, 2013

Offioe of the Mayor

Mayor Sylvester "Sly" James, Jr'.

29th Floor, City Hall
414 Bast 12th street
Kansas City, Missouri 64100

(816) S13.3S00
Fax: (816) 513·3'18

RECEIVED FED 2 02D13

The HomrabJe Pa:tri.?k Leahy
Chairman
CotnroitteeontbeJudkrlary
United States Senate
224 Dirksen Senate Office BuiliJog .
Washington, DC 20510

SentVlaFax: 202-224-9516

Re: NominadoD of B. Todd Jones as AlF Dire~r

Dear Chaitman Leahy:

Efibctive go'VeIt1l11e11t$ depeu1ent upon the strengths of those who serve. Byron Todd Jones briDg5
mmy personal and P1'Otessi>na1 strengths to the service oftbe Bureau of A1coho~ Tobacco, Fireanns
and Explosives (AlF). As you know, the ATF serves an extt'eIrEly in1>ortant fimcOOnin protecting the
public from a variety of potential threats, Bold, thoughtfill agen:y leadership Ii an absolute n.ecessiy to
ensure A TF· is being the most ettective at protecting public welmre. I wboleheartedly believe Mr.
Jones' leadership wiDbe invaluable to the agency in tb;, comiDg yem. particularly as Americaml debate
and re1lect upon the type of society we wBh to live it with regard to gun reguktion.

The ATF bas a wide range ofrespoosibilities, requiring sttategi; mcus, transparency, data-driven
results, and unwaveriDg professi:malilm These standards are set at the top of any organization, whether
it be a government agency, nonprofit entity, or corporation. Furtherrmre, an ageooy like A'IF bas to
balame many dif&rent goUl, interests, and progcaIm. Mr. Jones l experience bala11cmg two separate
but related roles in service of country, one as Acting Director of A 1F and the other as United States
Attorney mr the Dfitrict ofMilmes~ tmke bimtbe perfect role ~del and leader fOr tlm type of
organtlAtm



1have known:Mr. Jones fOr 30 years. We are law school classtmtes and timds. I know his ftm1ily
and I know what type of mab he is. He has 001t4'i1ed an itq:)re$Sive legal career and record ofpublki
servi::c. Urxioubtedly, many biMdmls willten you that he i3 the consummate professklnal I am
honored to also ten you tbat his character is as strong as his rest:trm, hi; dedication to his pcrsona111X11'a1
values is as strong as hi; eomtnitttmt to pro1essional excellence, and hi; bve of country nms as deep as
his intellect. I am both honored and proud to be ~ ftien.f.

'Ihe AtF is at a crossroads due largely to the met that Anmicans are exatming the agency with greater
sclUtiny now, 1D)l'e1han ever, beoause of the bot button topic of gun control At a time like this~when
poJitical discourse can be inflammatory and unprodoottve, the ATF needs to remah1lOcuscd on its
~a1 mission of ensuring publio safety. I believe that the agency is IIDre than capable of doing this
UI1derthe adept directbn of Byron Todd Jones. I request 1Jmtyou &votabb' consider his nomioation as
perttBnent Director oftbe AtF.


