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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. SOMERS: Good norning. This is a transcribed
interview of |l Chairman G ahamrequested this
interview as part of an investigation by the Senate Judiciary
Commttee into matters related to the Justice Departnent's and
t he Federal Bureau of Investigation's handling of the Crossfire
Hurricane investigation, including the application for and
renewal s of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act warrant
of Carter Page.

WIIl the witness please state his nane and current
position with the FBI for the record.

THE W TNESS: _ and |'mthe Assistant

Special Agent in Charge for Counterintelligence at the FBI i}
B Ficld Ofice.

MR. SOMERS: Thank you. On behalf of Chairman G aham
| want to thank you for appearing today and we appreciate your
W I lingness to appear voluntarily.

My nane is Zachary Soners. |I'mthe Majority's chief
i nvestigative counsel for the Judiciary Commttee, and | would
now | i ke to ask everyone el se who's here in the roomto introduce
t henmsel ves for the record other than your personal counsel, who
"1l get to in a few nonents.

MR. BERGER:  Thanks.

MR. BAKER: Arthur Baker, senior investigative counsel

for Majority staff, Chairman Li ndsey G aham

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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M5. ZDEB: Sara Zdeb, senior counsel for the Mnority
staff, Ranki ng Menber Feinstein.

MR. CHARLET: Joe Charlet, counsel for the Mnority
staff, Ranki ng Menber Feinstein.

MR. Brian Zinmerman with Chai rman Johnson's office.

MR. SCHRAM Zach Schram Honel and Security Gover nnent
Affairs Commttee, Mnority chief counsel.

B B scnior counsel, Departmnent of
Justice O fice of Legislative Affairs.

BN BN 5 O

BN BN 5 OC

BN BN 5 OC

BN BN 5 OC

MR SOMERS: The Federal Rules of Cvil Procedure do
not apply in this setting, but there are sone guidelines that
we followthat 1'd |like to go over

Qur questioning will proceed in rounds. The Majority
wi |l ask questions for an hour and the Mnority will have the
opportunity to ask questions for an equal period of tinme. W
will go back and forth in this manner until there are no nore
guestions and the interviewis over.

Typically, we take a short break at the end of each hour
of questioning, but if you' d Iike to take a break apart from
that, please |let us know.

As | noted earlier, you are appearing today

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



1 voluntarily. Accordingly, we anticipate that our questions

2 will receive conplete responses. To the extent that you

3 decline to answer our questions or if counsel instructs you not

4 to answer, we will consider whether a subpoena is necessary.

As you can see, there is an official reporter here

6 t aki ng down everything that is said to nake a witten record.

7 So we ask you to give verbal responses to all our questions.

10

11 record,

Do you understand that?
THE WTNESS: | understand.
MR. SOMERS. So that the reporter can take down a clear

it is inportant that we don't talk over one another or

12 interrupt each if we can help it.

13

The Conmittee encourages w tnesses who appear for

14 transcribed interviews to freely consult with counsel if they

15 so choose, and you are appearing today with counsel.

16 Counsel, please state your nanes for the record.

17 MR BERGER: Sure. Lawence Berger.

18 MR KOUKI CS: Janes Kouki os.

19 MS. VIJ: Vanshika Vij, Mrrison Foerster.

20 MR. SOMERS: W want you to answer our questions in the

21 nost conplete and truthful manner possible. So we'll take our

22 time. |f you have any questions or if you don't understand one

23 of our

24

25 do not

Trustpoint.One

guestions, please let us know.
| f you honestly don't know the answer to a question or

remenber it, it is best not to guess. Please give us

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 your best recollection and it is okay to tell us if you | earned
2 the information from soneone el se.

3 If there id anything you don't know or can't renenber,
4 just say so and please informus who, to the best of your

5 know edge, m ght be able to provide a nore conplete answer to
6 t he questi on.

7 You shoul d al so understand that although this interview
8 is not under oath, you are required by Iaw to answer questions
9 of Congress truthfully. Do you understand that?

10 THE W TNESS: | under st and.

11 MR. SOMERS: This also applies to questions posed by

12 congressional staff in an interview Do you understand this?
13 THE W TNESS: | under st and.

14 MR. SOMERS: W tnesses who know ngly provide false

15 testinmony can be subject to crimnal prosecution for perjury
16 and for nmaking false statements. Do you understand this?

17 THE W TNESS: | under st and.

18 MR. SOMERS: |Is there any reason you are unable to

19 provide truthful answers to today's questions?
20 THE W TNESS:  No.
21 MR. SOMERS:. Finally, we ask that you not speak about
22 what we discuss in this interview with anyone el se outside of
23 who is here in the roomtoday in order to preserve the integrity
24 of our investigation.

25 That is the end of ny preanble. Do you have any

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 guestions before we begin?

2 B ot a question, just one conment: The FBI

3 wants to note for the record that these are extraordinary

4 ci rcunstances in which a non-SES current onboard FBI agent is
5 appearing for a voluntary transcribed interview

6 MR. SOMERS: Thank you for making hi mavail abl e under

7 the circunstances of this investigation.

8 It is now 10:20 and we'll begin our first hour of

9 qguesti oni ng.

10 EXAM NATI ON BY THE MAJORI TY

11 BY MR SOVERS

12 Q B have you had a chance to review the
13 | G s Decenber 2019 report on the Carter Page FI SA application?
14 A | have.

15 Q And, for the record, are you the individua

16 that's identified as SSA1 in the IGreport?

17 A | am

18 Q O her than your personal attorneys and the

19 attorneys here fromDQJ, did you speak with anyone in
20 preparation for today's interview?
21 A No.
22 Q The FBI's Crossfire Hurricane investigation, as
23 you are aware, was opened on July 31, 2016. What was your
24 position at the FBI when the investigation was opened?

25 A | was supervisory special agent assigned to the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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10

Washi ngton Field Ofice.
Q What was your specialization or role, however

you woul d characterize it, in that position you had?

A | was supervisor of the | G
1
BY MR BAKER

Q | s your career primarily as a

counterintelligence agent?

A It is.

Q You' ve been in the FBI as a special agent how
| ong?

A Ei ght een years.

Q And how much of that tinme was

counterintelligence, to the best of your recollection?

A Si xt een years.

Q So you are a counterintelligence agent; that's
your expertise for lack of a better ternf

A Yes.

MR. BAKER: Thank you.
BY MR SOMERS:

Q Do you recall exactly when in relation to July
31st you were assigned to the Crossfire Hurricane
i nvestigation?

A | believe | was contacted by Peter Strzok on the

Friday prior. | think it was July 29th.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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11

Q When you say "contacted", what were you
cont act ed about ?

A Peter Strzok asked ne to cone talk to him and
asked ne enter into a TDY.

Q Did you need approval fromthe Washington Field

in order to enter into that TDY?

A | did.

Q When did you receive that?

A | believe imrediately after | spoke with Peter
Strzok

Q | medi ately after. So you started Crossfire

Hurricane at its inception, maybe a couple of days prior to the
of ficial electronic comunication opening of the
i nvestigation?

A | agreed to support FBlI Headquarters in a TDY

for whatever they needed at the tine.

Q And when did you rotate off? Wen did that TDY
end?

A | ended ny TDY on January 6, 2017.
BY MR BAKER

Q When you say "TDY", for the record, you're

tal ki ng about what ?
A A tenporary duty assignnent.
Q And that's an assignnent away from your nornma

pl ace of assignnment?

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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12

A That is correct.
Q To anot her place of assignnent for a period

det erm ned between you and that other place?

A That's correct.

Q And the agreenent for this was for how | ong?
A Sixty to ninety days.

Q Did you know M. Strzok previously? Wat were

the circunstances that he calls you for this?

A | knew Peter Strzok when he was a supervisor at
t he Washington Field Ofice for the SBI Squad and | was a case
agent in another squad.

Q So you had a professional relationship with him
prior to his call?

A Ve did.
BY MR SOMERS:

Q So what did you do?

You went back to the Washington Field on January 6th

when the TDY ended. Wat was your role at FBI then?

A | resuned ny role as the supervisor of the
I
Q And did you keep any involvenent in Crossfire

Hurricane after January 6th?

A Only when contacted by Headquarters, not
official. 1 was not assigned there.
Q And you physically noved your |ocation from

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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13

Headquarters -- I'msorry -- fromWshington Field to
Headquarters when you -- at some point after July 29th?

A That's correct.

Q And noved back to Washington Field on sonewhere
around January 6th, physically?

A Physically, yes. That's correct.
BY MR BAKER

Q And it's from Washi ngton Field that you were
pronoted to your current assignnment?

A That is correct.
BY MR SOVERS

Q And what types of things were you asked to do
after January 6th when you said you were contacted?

What were those contacts about, the continuing contacts

about Crossfire Hurricane?

A Sure. | was contacted and requested to do a
subject interview of an individual that we will testify today
about that matter. | also was contacted and requested to nake

contact with an individual in the Washington, D.C. area that
could provide information on Crossfire Hurricane. That was

al so in January.

Q | s that someone ot her than Bruce Chr?
A That was someone ot her than Bruce GChr
Q Who was that individual?
A W're in an unclassified setting. | don't
www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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think I can give the nane.

Q Can you give us any general characterization?
Was it a confidential source?

A It was an individual that | understood at the
time to be a subsource of Christopher Steele.

Q Okay. Any other things you were tasked with?

A | received information from an individual that
w shed to provide information to the FBI. | interviewed that
individual in April, I think, or in May of 2017 and then |ater,
during the Special Counsel efforts, | supported ny squad,
provi ded ny squad support to the search of Paul Manafort's
residence in Al exandri a.

Q Did you have any interactions with the agents
preparing -- so you left on January 6th. | think there would
have been three FI SAs applied for or renewed --

A Correct.

Q -- after January 6th. D d you have any

interaction with the agents preparing those FISAs in relation

to --

A | had no interaction with agents preparing those
FI SAs.

Q In relation to preparing those FI SAs?

A Correct.

Q That was after your Crossfire Hurricane nove
So before you were on Crossfire Hurricane, did you have -- so

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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let's just start this way: Wat was your understanding in the
early days as to what it was you were going to be investigating
as part of Crossfire Hurricane?

A On July 29th, | reviewed an email froma |eg.
att. that provided |lead information to the FBI. | reviewed that
email and it was the determned that the FBI needed to interview
the original source of that information, and that was the extent
of what | did prior to Crossfire Hurricane opening.

Q And what was your understandi ng of what, say,
like the first two or three weeks of the Crossfire Hurricane
or when it was opened, |ike what it was that the FBI was
i nvestigating?

A Sure. So we had a full investigation, typical
factual basis that there was a threat to national security based
on the information that we received froma friendly foreign
governnment, and then, separately, | interviewed individuals
fromthe friendly foreign government to establish that fromthe
original source. Based on that information, the friendly
forei gn governnment provided Crossfire Hurricane or the FBI with
information that George Papadopol ous had received, that George
Papadopol ous provided to the friendly foreign governnment that
the Trunp teamreceived a suggestion fromthe Russians that the
Russi ans had danmagi ng i nformati on on Barack Cbama and Hill ary

Clinton and planned to rel ease it anonynously.

That was the information at the tinme that we had and

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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the team was working on an investigative strategy in the weeks

that we're tal ki ng about.

Q So you traveled to a European city on August 1st
totalk to this friendly foreign governnent official; is that
correct?

A That is correct.

Q Do you know what day it was? Was it August 1st

you talked to themor was it shortly thereafter?

A "1l have to refer to ny 302. | don't recollect
the tine.

Q But you didn't stay in this European city for
days waiting to talk to sonebody?

A No.

Q What explanation, if any, were you given as to
why you opened Crossfire Hurricane based on the friendly foreign
governnment official's informati on on Sunday, July 31st and
travel ed on August 1st to go interview that friendly governnent
official? Wy not wait until after the official had been
interviewed to open the investigation?

A It's comon practice. You receive |ead
informati on and then you go out and you can open an investigation
based on | ead information and then you can go out and
substanti ate what you heard fromthe source. Sonetines in the
Bureau, you m ght not have that opportunity. |In this case, we

di d.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Q | didn't hear that |ast part. You said we did?
BY MR BAKER

Q s your mc off?

A The mc was off, yes.

MR. BAKER: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: So in this case, the last part that you
m ght not have heard is sonetines you do not have the opportunity
to get at the original source to interview himor her. 1In this
case, we did.
BY MR SOMERS:

Q | guess ny question is since you had that
opportunity, obviously, since you traveled on the 1st, you knew
you were going to have that opportunity. What woul d have been
|l ost by waiting until the 4th or the 5th or whenever it was that

you interviewed the source?

| read the EC and the EC is largely the information from

that source, largely what the investigation was predicated on.
So I''mwondering why not wait five days instead of opening it
on a Sunday afternoon, evening, whatever?

A So I'"'mnot willing to speculate on that. It's
comon practice. There wasn't anything wong with it.

Q Yeah. | was not asking whether there was
anything wong with it. | was just asking if you were given
any reasons why.

A No.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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BY MR BAKER

Q But it wouldn't be unusual ?

A It was not unusual .

Q You had said earlier, just to get it on the
record, that you opened a full investigation. Wat is a ful

i nvestigation? Wat distinguishes that froma less than full?
A A full investigation, you need an articul able

factual basis that a threat to national security exists. A

prelimnary investigation, you need information or an

al | egati on.

| thought that we had a pretty articul able factual basis

as opposed to the | esser standard.

Q So you could go right to the full?
A Yes.
Q And what is the distinction between the two?

What does a full get you that a prelimnary doesn't?

A | would have to pull up the dialogue. It's a
[aundry list of all of the techniques. The full investigation
gi ves you additional investigative techniques.

Q And a prelimnary can eventually go to a ful
to use nore enhanced techni ques?

A It can.

Q You al so used the termthat you had a
conversation with or you got a call fromthe leg. att. For

the record, what is that?

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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A Legal attache. The FBI has | egal attaches that

are our represent atives.

Q And that would be an FBlI agent or --

A Yes. It was an FBI agent.

Q And they are situated in enbassies?

A That is correct.

Q kay. So they are liaisons, for a lack of a

better word, for that country's |aw enforcenent needs in the

FBI ?
A That's correct.
BY MR BAKER
Q Were you, if you know, the first nenber of the

Crossfire Hurricane teanf

| mean not from Headquarters.

A As a special agent, | believe so.

Q Did you help select any of the other nenbers of
the Crossfire Hurricane teanf

A | did.

Q What were you | ooking for? Wiy were people
sel ected, just generally?

| "' m not asking why any particul ar individual was
sel ected, but what was the search?

A Thei r professional experience.

Q And they were selected fromdifferent field

of fices or from Headquarters?

19
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A Different field offices.
BY MR BAKER:
Q Was there a Bureau-w de canvass to | ook for

interest in this or did you or M. Strzok or whoever have an
i dea based on the programthat this case would fall under or
you had an idea what the talent in the Bureau was that you
personal |y reached out to?

A It was your latter answer to that. W were
| ooking for skill sets and subject matter expertise in
particul ar areas.

Q Do you know -- I'mjust curious. |f you know,
what woul d be the average tine in the Bureau or
counterintelligence experience? Ws there anybody really
junior that canme on or you were actually | ooking for people that
had proven track records in that progranf

A We were | ooking for people that had subject
matter expertise in Russian foreign counterintelligence. |
don't think we specifically said they need to be a certain tine
t here.

BY MR SOMERS:

Q Were these people that you knew or you were just
| ooking for -- or was it a conbination? Wre you just | ooking
for particular expertise, you said there's a counterintel agent
in"X" field office and let's pull themin, or were these people

that you actually knew and had worked with before, you or M.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Strzok?
A It was a mix of both. There was sone that | knew
and sone that | didn't.
Q How nmany FI SA applications have you worked on
in your career at the Bureau?
A Fifty, just a generalization, a ball park.
Q Yeah. And what's your -- what were the
different roles you have been when preparing those FlI SA

appl i cations?

MR. BERGER  You can answer. |If you can answer, go
ahead.

THE WTNESS: As an agent and then as a supervisor nost
recently.

BY MR SOMERS
Q And these were on -- these FI SA applications

were for investigations you were working?

A Yes.

Q Are you famliar with the Wods procedures?

A | am

Q How did you gain that famliarity?

A Tr ai ni ng.

Q What type of training? Specific training on a
Wods file or training nore generally -- I'msorry -- Wods

procedures or training nore generally?

A The FBI has various training in the Virtual

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Acadeny that prepares you for FISA applications as well as Wods
pr ocedur es.
BY MR BAKER

Q Did you -- you're an ASAC now. You were an SSA.
As part of your career devel opnent, did you ever travel with

an inspection teamto audits of national security files and a

Wods file?
A Yes.
Q And how many of them do you guesstimate you did?
A | believe | did three inspections.
Q And that would be part of the training

know edge, and expertise you devel oped in the Wods procedures?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you acted, | believe, as an assistant
i nspector and actually checked these files for conpliance?

A In two of the inspections |I did of the three,
yes.
BY MR SOVERS

Q You signed the Wods formin the Carter Page Fl SA
application. Correct?

A That is correct.

Q And how many tines prior to that had you signed
a Wods form ball park?

A Forty prior to that.

Q So there are a few FI SAs that you worked on that

22
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you were not the agent signing the Wods formas wel|?
A Can you rephrase that question?
Q Yeah. |1'msorry. That probably was not the

great est questi on.

So you said you worked on, roughly, 50 FISA
applications. You signed the Wwods form 40 or so FI SA
applications. So there's a subset there where you didn't sign
the Wods form Was that because you had a | esser role in those
FI SA applications?

A No. | went down to 40 thinking there was
probably 10 nore after this Fl SA

Q Ckay. So you signed the Wwods form you
believe, in alnost all of the FISAs that you previously worked
on, in the ballpark of 507?

A Correct.

Q And why were you the one signing the Wods form
in Carter Page's FISA application?

A My role at the tinme was squad supervi sor

MR. BERGER Could we just make it clear that we're
tal king about the FISA 1, the initial application only?

MR SOVERS: Yes. Sorry.
BY MR SOMERS:

Q So as the squad supervisor, it would have been
your role to sign the Wods forn?

Maybe we shoul d break that down. The case agent al so

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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signed the Whods form Correct?

A That's correct.
Q And what's your role as the squad -- what
was -- you al so signed the Wods form You're signing over the

case agent's signature?

What's the rationale for you signing, just in general,
t he Woods form after the case agent signs it?

MR. BERGER Can | just ask for clarification? Are you
tal king about initiating the application or any application?

MR. SOMERS: Any. |'mjust asking in general. The
case agent signs the Wods form

MR. BERGER:  Under st ood.

MR. SOMERS: Then the supervisor signs the form

MR BERGER  You can answer that.

THE WTNESS: So | would sign it after the case agent.

BY MR SOVERS

Q | don't know what a Whods form | ooks |ike

A Ckay.

Q | guess that's why |I'm asking.

So it has a line for both -- I"'mtrying to -- sorry.

It's a very basic question. There is a line for the
case agent to sign and for the squad supervisor to sign as well?

A It is, yes. There is.

Q And prior to signing that Whods form-- now we're

tal ki ng about FI SA Application No. 1, Carter Page -- had you
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reviewed the Wods file?

MR. BERGER: You can answer that.

THE WTNESS: | had. | did.

BY MR SOVERS:

Q You di d?
A Um hum
Q What was the -- then | believe the I G report

di scusses that you and Case Agent 1 -- do you know who Case Agent
1is?
" mnot asking for his name. | just want to nmeke sure
we're both tal ki ng about the sane person.
A | do.
Q You and Case Agent 1 sonehow went over the Wods
file or the FISA application with the Wods file next to you
and then you signed the forn? Could you walk me through a little
bit nore specifically how that happened, how you cane to finally
sign the Wods fornf
MR BERGER: | need a clarification here, because we
have to determ ne which FI SA application he actually revi ewed.
The FI SA application he actually reviewed is | ost as far as
the -- upon information and belief fromthe Bureau.
We have been shown subsequently what is represented to
be a FI SA application that was reconstructed by Case Agent No.
1. W don't have any reliability that that reconstructed FI SA

application is the sane one that ASAC ] ' ooked at at the
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time of his Wods review

So I"'mreluctant to have hi manswer questions regarding
t hat process, because he woul d need to have that FISA
application in order to refresh his recollection.

MR. SOMERS: |'mjust asking hima nore general
guestion about he signed the Whods form The |G report
descri bes that he and Case Agent 1 sat down and reviewed a FlI SA
application and |I'mguessing a Wods file and verified that al
the facts that were in that FISA application were also in the
Wods file, and I'mjust asking himto kind of describe that
interaction, that neeting or whatever it was, between he and
Case Agent 1.

MR. BERGER: | under st and.

B Bcfore he answers, can we go off and have a
conversation?

MR. BERGER: Yes. | understand that, but I want to
make one thing clear and that is that the FI SA application that
the OGrelied upon was the reconstructed -- | |earned, we
| earned, was reconstructed, the reconstructed one and not the
ori gi nal one.

B V¢ need to neke a correction for the
record. The FISA application and the Wods file are two
distinct things. There's no indication that |I'm aware of that
the FI SA application has been | ost.

| have been nade aware that there is an issue with
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1 respect to the Wods file. Wat we are tal king about here, as

2 | understand it, globally, is the first FISA application and

3 the first FISA application only. That was one that this w tness
4 was involved in as far as | understand it.

5 MR BAKER  So, | )ou re saying the FISA

6 application itself is not at issue, but, M. Berger, you're

7 saying that's been | ost, the original one?

8 MR. BERGER Yes. That is ny understandi ng.

9 B  lct's go off.

10 [ Counsel confer.]

11 B Subject to any comments or corrections

12 from co-counsel, what we're tal king about here is the FISA

13 application, the actual docunment that's filed with the court.
14 That's the FI SA application. That is not lost to ny know edge.
15 That's not been m splaced to nmy know edge. That is, | suspect,
16 on file with the court, fully signed and executed and endorsed
17 by the court.

18 What the witness was tal king about and counsel was

19 tal king about is the Wwods file itself, the original Wods file,
20 is mssing. A working draft, probably a final draft, of the

21 FI SA application which is nowon file with the court would have
22 been worked on by the w tness, would have been revi ewed between
23 the witness and the case agent. They woul d have been | ooki ng
24 at that final draft, working off of that to correlate it with

25 the Whods fil e.
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The witness', | believe, understanding now is that that
final draft that they used during the Wodsing process al ong
with the Whods file has been m splaced or |ost.

Any corrections?

B ' think that's the clarification of what
actually may be m ssing.

B Sc it's the final draft that the w tness
| ooked at that's m ssing.

| s that your understandi ng?

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

MR. BAKER: Ckay.

THE WTNESS: What | understand is the final draft as
wel | as the supporting docunent.

BY MR BAKER
Q And that woul d have been the exact copy of

what ever that you | ooked at to do whatever you do before you

si gn?
A Yes.
Q And that's m ssing?
A Yes, sir.
Q | would be curious and M. Soners can enhance

this, but in just general terns, for any FlISA where you, as an

SSA, are working with a case agent, what does the SSA do, | guess,

after the agent does sonething?

What is it that each of you are doing to that Wods file?

28
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Are you going back through it to |l ook at everything line for
line that the case agent did or are you, as the supervisor,

maki ng sure he did that or sonme summary of that?

|"mjust curious what the difference in
responsibilities is.

A Per policy, the obligation of the squad
supervisor at that tine is to look at the -- take that draft
application that we now know is m ssing. The case agent has
al ready either highlighted or underlined facts in that
application. They're usually tabbed and with nunbers, and then
there is supporting docunentation to each one of those facts;
and in that supporting docunentation, it will also be underlined
or highlighted in tabs with regard to how it |inks back to that
draft application.

Q What woul d qualify as acceptabl e supporting
docunent ati on, just any exanple you can think of?

| mean, you nade an assertion in the application.
You're |l ooking to put sonmething in the Wods file that supports

that assertion. Wuld it be like a 302 or sone sort of other

docunent ?
A Sure. 302s, ECs, tech cuts.
Q You' re | ooki ng, you and your case agent, you're

| ooking to see that there is such docunentation; you're not
diving into the docunentation to see if it's true or doing a

separate investigation --
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A Correct.

Q -- into what resulted in that being generated
in the first place?

A At that point in the review, by policy and by
obligation, it was just to ensure that there was that fact there.

Q So are you | ooking, as the SSA, are you | ooking
at exactly what your agent did and just redoing that or are you
doi ng sonet hi ng toget her?

What is the result -- what happens to result in a finding
that this docunentation is in our Wods file, we'd done this
task and we can nove to sonething else? Wat do you both cone
to agreenent on that that's been done?

A |"ve done it a fewways and it is done in a few
ways. Sonetines you're sitting with the agent. Sonetines the
agent prepares it in advance and brings it into your office and
you review it on your owmn. You're |ooking for that one-to-one
correlation, and then once that's conplete, you sign the Wods
verification form

Q And i f you have a question, you can go back to
your agent and say, you know, | don't understand why you're
saying this supports this; you mght have a difference of
opi ni on whether sonething is in there or not at a big |l evel or,
at a nore mcro level, whether what's in there really supports
what the assertion in the application is and you could go back

to your agent for clarification and you have that back and forth?
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A That's the practice and policy, yes, sir.
MR. BAKER: Thank you.
BY MR SOVERS

Q So do you recall how you did it in this case
the first Carter Page FISA application?

A It was four years ago. |'ll say that, but |
don't renenber it being different than any other FISA |'ve done.

Q So you sat down with Case Agent 1 and went over
the Whods file and a Carter Page FI SA application?

A VWhat | knowis | believe | signed it at eight,
nine o' clock at night. That's what | renenber. | was there
late, and | know this was no different than any other Wods
verification that |'ve done.

Q Now, we had sone di scussion about versions of
the Carter Page FI SA application. Do you have any reason to
believe the version that you ran through the Wods process, that
you just wal ked us through, was substantially different than
the version that was filed with the court?

MR, BERGER |I'mgoing to direct himnot to answer that.
We don't have enough evidence to judge the reliability of the
reconstructed application that he was shown.

B ' think we need to huddl e up again.

[ Counsel confer and discussion off the record.]

BY MR SOVERS
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Q Before | go back to the | ast question we were
asking, just a point of clarification on everything: You only
signed the Wods formon the initial Carter Page Fl SA
appl i cation?

A That is correct.

Q Did you do any work on the second -- the first,

second, or third Carter Page FI SA application renewal s?

A No.

Q kay. Back to -- so if | refer to a Carter Page
FI SA application, I'll be referring to the initial Carter Page
FI SA application. If I want to tal k about one of the renewal s,

"1l specifically say "renewal ".

CGetting back to doing the Wods process for the FI SA
application, the first FISA application, | just basically want
to understand. You and Case Agent 1 sat down at some point in
time with the FI SA application and the Wods file and verified
that the allegations -- and you can rephrase this -- that were
in the FISA application were supported by docunents in the Wods
file; is that correct?

A That's my recol |l ection.

Q And at the end of that, was it a neeting? D d
you guys sit down together?

A He was in a bullpen. | was in an office. He
was working late at night and I was in ny office. So we worked

together in the same SCIF.
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Q So you could ask hima question if you had a
guestion?

A. Yes, sSir.

Q But you did the review ng on your own?

A | did.

Q Did you ask himany questions? |'mnot asking

what they were, but do you think you asked himany questions?
A | don't remenber.
Q So at the end of that review, you then signed

t he Woods f or nf?

A Yes.

Q And his signature was already on the Wods forn?
A Yes.

Q Now, | asked you at the beginning if you had

reviewed the 1Greport. As part of your review -- and you said
yes. As part of your review of the 1Greport, did you
review -- there's an appendi x at the end of the report that has
50 or so errors in the Wods process for the Carter Page FlI SA
application that the 1Gidentified.

Did you review that at all?

MR. BERGER  You can answer whether you reviewed it.

THE WTNESS: | reviewed it.
BY MR SOVERS

Q Do you agree with the G s findings?

MR. BERGER |I'mgoing to direct himnot to answer

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 because we don't have the original Wods file and the original
2 FI SA application that he reviewed in the Wods process, and

3 whatever he was shown by the OGis a reconstructed docunent

4 and there's no reliability that it accurately portrays and

5 represents what he | ooked at in the original process.

6 So he's not going to answer that.

7 BY MR SOMERS:

8 Q Do you have any reason to believe that the FISA
9 application that you reviewed as part of this Wods review that
10 we just discussed was substantially different than that FISA
11 application that was submtted to the court?

12 MR. BERGER |1'mgoing to direct himnot to answer that.
13 BY MR SOMERS:

14 Q Are you saying that it's possible that you

15 reviewed a substantially different FISA application than what
16 was submtted to the court?

17 MR. BERGER  When you say "reviewed", are you talking
18 about when he was with -- reviewed by virtue of the O G?

19 MR, SOVERS: No. |'mtalking about when he sat down
20 wth the case agent or when he sat down in his office, Case Agent
21 1 presents himwith the FI SA application, a FISA application,
22 and a Wods file and he reviewed the Wods file and FI SA
23 application. Wat |I'masking is does he have any reason to
24 believe that the FI SA application he was given to review for

25 t he Whods process was substantially different than the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO

Trustpoint.One  Alderson www.aldersonreporting, com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One Alderson

application that was ultimately submtted to the court.

MR BERGER |1'mgoing to direct himnot to answer that.
He's not in a position to do so, because he does not have the
original to review and he has no basis to nmake a conpari son

He's a fact witness. He's not here to give expert
opi nion and he has no basis for conparison. |I'mgoing to direct
hi m not to answer.
BY MR BAKER

Q Did you, if you recall, after reviewing the IG
report nmake a statenent to the effect that you believed you
and/or others involved with the case, that their performance
shoul d be evaluated in the totality of the responsibilities that
they had in the overall investigation and that the Carter Page
aspect was a very small slice or a portion of it?

MR. BERGER: |'msorry. Could you repeat the
question? |'msorry.
BY MR BAKER

Q Were there other things that you did as an SSA
on the case that were not necessarily related to Carter Page
that were not taken into account or that you felt were not taken

into account in the 1Greport?

A Yes.
Q Coul d you el aborate on what they were?
A Sure. | was in charge of investigations and

operations throughout the Carter Page. FISA was one conponent

35
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of what | was responsible for.

Just generally at the tine in the summer of the 2016,
| was trying to work the Crossfire Hurricane investigation, also
| ooking at the threat from Russia, maligned foreign influence.
| was given a nmonunmental task of evaluating a |ot of information
that was coming in fromindirect streans and trying to eval uate
what is relevant for our information and what is not, which is
constant work in that manner.

Q Were you al so, as the SSA, were you burdened,
for lack of a better word, with adm nistrative duties |ike
eval uating the agents and ot her enpl oyees bel ow you? Wre you
doi ng performance plans? Wre you dealing with the routine
things that go with being a supervisor that don't relate to the
i nvestigation per se?

A Absol utely, sir. | still conducted the
eval uations of JJj agents that | had at Washington Field Ofice
at the tine. | was also responsible -- | was the program
coordinator for NN 2C e have
an i ntegrated program nmanagenent process in the Bureau that is
a yearly process.

We exam ne threats and the AOR | was heavily invol ved
in that, firearnms qualifications to physical readi ness tests.

We have a |ot of other duties admnistratively as well
as a supervisor, whether it's parking passes for people at

Headquarters, T.R nunbers for travel. There's a |lot of
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addi ti onal work.

Q Were you still doing things for your desk at
Washi ngton Field even though, |I'm assum ng, sonebody stepped
up or was put in there to cover the desk while you were on your
TDY, but were you still answering questions fromthat person?

You nentioned sone sort of ACOR reporting. Wre you
still kind of doing that desk as well or were you conpletely
di vorced of that while you were TDY to work at Headquarters?

A | have a | ot of ownership on ny squad. W had
a primary relief who was very capable. He ran the day-to-day
operations we had.

There are sone things that you can't |eave to an acting
supervisor, to include performance reviews. That was solely
on ny watch for that fiscal year as well as, like |I said, the
TRB process. At tines, if there was a major decision for him
he woul d consult wth ne.

Q So you're still doing the evaluations and maybe
sone adm nistrative stuff for your Washington Field desk, but
you' re al so doing the sane kind of adm nistrative things in your
Crossfire Hurricane desk?

A That's accurate.

Q And how many people were on your squad or however
you broke it down at Headquarters; how many people were under
you as the SSA?

A It was nyself and four other agents.
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1 Q And did you have support enployees as well?
2 A We had an SCS assigned to that.

3 Q And SCS is what?

4 A Staff Operations Specialist. It's nore of a

5 tactical analyst.

6 Q Then you as the SSA, who did you answer to?

7 A Peter Strzok.

8 Q And he was, what, a section chief at the tine?
9 A He was a section chief and |later pronoted to

10 deputy assistant director.

11 MR. BAKER: (Ckay. Thank you.

12 BY MR SOMVERS:

13 Q Did you ever read the initial FISA application
14 that was submtted to the court before you rotated off Crossfire
15 Hurri cane?

16 A | believe so, yes.

17 Q So you read the one that was submtted to the
18 court?

19 A | don't renenber going back and reading the one
20 that was signed by the court.

21 Q VWll, the one that was signed by the director
22 and deputy attorney general, did you read that application?
23 [ Wtness confers with counsel.]

24 THE WTNESS: | don't renenber.

25 BY MR SOVERS:
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Q | asked you about the -- and we'll nove a little
bit past the Wods process questions. | had asked you the 50
or so Wods errors that the 1Gidentified as an appendi x to the
report. The bulk of the report is about 17 errors, significant
errors and om ssions identified by the IG

Are you famliar -- have you read the report and are
you famliar generally with those 17 errors or oni ssions?

A | have generally.

MR. BERGER Wait, wait, wait.

Wen you say famliar with the 17 errors, you nean
famliar with what's reported by the O G as 17 errors?

MR. SOMERS: Yes.

MR BERGER You can answer that.

BY MR SOVERS

Q As reported by the I G?
A As reported by IG
Q Do you have any issues with any of those 17

errors and om ssions?

MR, BERGER |I'mgoing to direct himnot to answer for
the reasons | articulated already. He's not in a position to
make such an assessnent without a review of that original FISA
application. He doesn't have enough know edge and we don't
have any reliability with respect to the reconstructed
appl i cation.

He can't answer that. He doesn't have the document he

39
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looked at. He cannot make an assessment as to whether the
OIG-reported deficiencies is accurate.

MR. SOMERS: Because, I mean, he can't testify about
whether it was substantially different. So you're objecting
that this document could have been so substantially different
than what was actually submitted to the court, that he can make
no representation as to whether he has issues with any of the
17 errors or omissions?

MR. BERGER: Yeah. Those 17 alleged errors are due to
allegations that there may have been no document to support a
material fact or maybe there was a document and the document
did not support a material fact, and the case agent's position
and duty was to alert a supervisor such as |} 2s to
what those material facts are, the language in the draft.

We don't know what he omitted, and so I cannot attribute
any alleged deficiencies to | Il vithout looking at that
original document that he looked at. It's impossible. He
could be looking -- he was looking at a reconstructed item that
may have more alerts than the original one for all I know. I
have no idea.

MR. SOMERS: But we're told the Woods file was
reconstructed, not the FISA application.

MR. BERGER: Well, there was the draft that he looked
at. There's a draft of that application that he looked at that

the case agent, as I understand it, would have made certain
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notations and flagged for himto | ook at so that he could
determ ne i ndependently de novo whether there was a docunent
in the Wods file to support it.

| have no idea whether those flags or notations existed
in that original file. 1t was reconstructed.

MR. BAKER: When you say "reconstructed", what does
t hat nmean?

MR. BERGER Well, what | nmean by that, and you can't
attest to whether the line-by-line text was reconstructed, but
the concern is that, according to policy, it was the role and
duty of the case agent to alert anyone reviewing that file, a
supervisor, to any facts that are material such that they need
to be correlated to a docunent.

So the case agent will flag a material fact either by
underlining it or notating it somehow or putting a nunber next
toit, and that alerts the supervisor that, Ch, this is -- he
can read it line by line and alerts the supervisor that, Oh,
this is a material fact that the case agent is pointing out to
me for a policy that I have to then determ ne whether there is
a correspondi ng docunment or evidence to support it.

So if we have what is reconstructed and it has s series
of those alerts, one through a hundred, let's say, Alert 27,
address, Alert 26, whatever it mght be, what we don't know is
whet her those alerts that existed on the reconstructed one were

the sane alerts that were on the original docunent that the
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supervi sor reviewed so that if there wasn't an alert with
respect to a fact, he wouldn't necessarily be on notice that
he's to | ook for a docunent.

So O G concludes that he didn't |ook for a document.
Well, we don't necessarily know that he was on notice that he
had to | ook for a document.

So we don't have that original file and that's what
creates the problem here, because at the heart of this entire
matter and personnel lawis notice. Right? Notice, what is
expected of him

You' re demandi ng an accounting. How is he to know what
he's supposed to do unless he's told per policy what he's
supposed to |l ook at? W don't know what that original file
alerted himto.

So I"'mreluctant to have hi manswer those questions.

MR. BAKER: |I'mstill confused who this reconstructed
one, who reconstructed it. D d he go back in and redo it?

MR. BERGER: W learned and | believe | |earned and we
| earned on Sunday, August 24th that the file that the OGrelied
on and the file that we were being shown by the Bureau of Internal
Affairs Unit was reconstructed by the case agent. There is a
note in the file indicating that it was reconstructed fromthe
original file on May 18, 2018, and where is the original file?
We asked. No one knows. That's the one we want to | ook at.

MR. BAKER: So it was reconstructed fromthe original
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file?

MR BERGER. There is a note. |It's a non-sworn note
saying this file was reconstructed froman original file.
That's what it says in so many words, the sanme for Renewal No.
1, by the way, which is not involved here, but they run into
t he sane probl em

The thing is it was reconstructed. So it really is a
hearsay docunent. So we have Case Agent No. 1 who is saying
this is what the original docunent says and we're supposed to
accept that as hearsay with no reliability factor whatsoever.

MR. BAKER: | understand the evidentiary problem
What | don't get is why is sonebody reconstructing sonething
fromthe original when you have the original?

MR. BERGER That is a nystery that is yet to be
resol ved.

BY MR SOVERS

Q The original -- the Wods file you reviewed in
this process that | said that we're going to nove away from
now we're back on, was that a hard copy or were you | ooki ng on

a conputer?

A It was a hard copy.

Q Was it a binder?

A | don't recall how it was.

Q Was it a thick document? A thin docunent, to

best of your recollection?
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| f you don't renenber, that's fine too?

A | don't renmenber
BY MR BAKER:

Q Just a general question, not specific to this
particul ar case: You indicated earlier you' ve had various
training. You had the Virtual Acadeny and you did a tour or
a couple of tours as an assistant inspector, going out and doi ng

Wods file audits.

Do you recall, to best of your recollection, are
there -- because of the ex parte nature of this whole process,
are there errors that are just prone to conme up in these
i nvestigations because there's so nmany people in it and you're
pulling information fromso many different places?
Are a lot of these errors conmon in these investigations
or it's all over the board and you don't have an opinion on it?
MR. BERGER |1'mgoing to direct himnot to answer that.
B | mgoing to object to that speculation. |If
you' re asking himbased on his personal experience, that's fine.
I f you' re asking himto speculate as to applications throughout
the Bureau, | don't think that's --
MR. BAKER: |'m asking himhis personal experience
goi ng around the Bureau as an assi stant inspector doing these
audi ts.
MR. BERGER |I'mgoing to direct himnot to answer that

guesti on.
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MR. BAKER: Ckay.
BY MR SOVERS

Q Hopefully the | ast Wods question, just this
procedural question: | guess |I'd ask procedurally and ask it
specifically to this Wods file. Is this sonething, this form
is it signed late in the process, like on the eve of an
application going to the court or is it done earlier in the
process, both generally and if you recall specifically in the

Carter Page FI SA application?

A It's not always the eve. |It's the days prior.
In this case, it was, | believe, on the eve of it going to the
court.

Q | think we have a few mnutes |left here. So

let's nove on fromthat, fromthe whol e Wods thing.

You testified in the beginning, you came onto the
i nvestigation about July 29th and you testified that George
Papadopol ous was part of the predicate for opening Crossfire
Hurricane, his interactions. Wat was your understandi ng of
who George Papadopol ous was in those early days of the Crossfire
Hurricane investigation?

A On the 29th, | did not know who he was. | later
cane to know that he was one of five individuals nanmed as foreign
policy advisors to then Republican Candi date Trunp that was
named in March 2016

Q And did you understand Carter Page was al so on
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that slate of individual s?

A. | learned | ater
Q How nmuch | ater?
A VWhen hi s nane was di scussed as an individual to

consider for predication for the Crossfire Hurricane case.

Q How did that cone up? How did Carter Page's
name cone up out of all the people associated with the Trunp
Canpai gn?

Ceor ge Papadopol ous obviously cane up as the friendly
foreign governnent information. How did you identify Carter
Page as part of the investigation?

A The process for identifying individuals to
predi cate, we stuck to that original predication that I
nmentioned that we received fromthe friendly foreign
governnment. We were | ooking at individuals that were on the
Trunp team direct quote, fromthat friendly foreign governnent
as well as could reasonably be in a position to receive a

suggestion fromthe Russians.

In particular, the Carter Page, he was clearly one of
the five named foreign policy advisors for then Candi date Trunp
and it becanme known that he was a subject of a Russian foreign
counterintelligence contact case out of New York at the tine,
and based on that, that's how | renenber his nane com ng up
BY MR BAKER

Q What does a "contact case" nean?
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A Contact case nmeans there is an individual that
has ongoi ng continued contact with a -- this is very broad here
in the unclassified setting -- a Russian diplomat that's already

under investigation.
BY MR SOVERS

Q As you're |l ooking at Carter Page and George
Papadopol ous, did you dig into what their roles were, what their

affiliations were wth the canpai gn?

A | did not do that.
Q Did the teamdo that?
A We had an intelligence cadre that was | ooking

at very broadly who they were, identifying themfully.

Q There were four individuals that Crossfire
cases were opened on: Paul Manafort, Mchael Flynn, Carter
Page, George Papadopol ous. Your responsibility on Crossfire
Hurricane, were you working on all four of those cases or were
you working on sone of themin particular?

A Wirking on all four of those.

Q What was -- I'mjust trying to maybe get through
it quickly here. Wat were the neetings like in Crossfire
Hurri cane?

W' ve interviewed a nunber of different w tnesses and
they were involved in different neetings. So there were sone
very broad neetings with people who have testified, we've heard

testinmony from that involved the director and there were nore
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narrow neetings that involved probably the team

Can you kind of take us through the range of neetings

you were involved in and starting wwth -- well, start at the
hi ghest level. Wre you involved with neetings with Director
Coney?

A No.

Q So you never net with Director Coney about

Crossfire Hurricane?
A "1l consult with counsel real quick.
[ Wtness confers with counsel.]
THE WTNESS: | spoke to Director Coney after |
i nterviewed M chael Flynn.
BY MR, SOMVERS:
Q After you interviewed M chael Flynn, but were
never like in general -- you were never in a general Crossfire

Hurricane neeting with Director Coney?

A | was not.

Q Sane question for Andy MCabe.

A | believe | briefed Andy McCabe three tines.

Q And was that one on one or with other people in
t he roonf®

A There were other people in the room

Q What, generally, did you brief himon?

MR BERGER: Hol d on one second.

[ M. Berger confers with the w tness.]

48
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THE WTNESS: So | briefed himon the progress of
Crossfire Hurri cane cases.

BY MR SOVERS

Q Al three times was the progress?
A Correct.
Q Do you recall approximately when these three

bri efings occurred?

A | do. | won't have the exact dates for you
Q | know.
A One was towards the end of August 2016. This

one | renenber, was Novenber 10, 2016.
January 24, 2017.
BY MR BAKER
Q Dd M. Strzok go with you to these neetings as

your section chief?

A He did.
Q For all of thenf
A For all of them

BY MR SOMERS:
Q You said you recall specifically one was

Novenmber 10th. Why do you recall Novenber 10t h?

A Just a date that | renenber.
Q There's not hing specific about the neeting
t hat --
A No, other than we were providing himw th the
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1 first real -- you know, obviously, | provided himthe update

2 i n August, but we now had nore than 90 days on the investigation

3 and there was a lot to brief himon.

4 Q
5 A

6 ment i oned.

7 Q
8 A
9 Q
10 A
11 Q

Ji m Baker ?

He was in all three of those neetings that |

Patricia Anderson?

| don't renenber neeting her.

Was Bill Priestap at these neetings?
He was at at |least two of them

Now we're getting to -- so these neetings, these

12 were group neetings?

13 Sort of people like Peter Strzok, was he in these three

14 nmeeti ngs?

15 A
16 Q
17 A
18 Q
19 A
20 Q
21 A
22 Q

23 nmeet i ngs?
24 A

25 Q

Trustpoint.One Alderson

He was.

Jonat han Moffa, was he in these neetings?
He was.

Li sa Page?

Yes.

Was Case Agent 1 in these neetings?

No.

Were you the | owest ranking official in these

Yes.

Was the unit chief fromthe General Counsel's
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O fice that worked on this case, was she in these neetings?

A She may have been in the first one.

Q Was anyone fromDQJ in these neetings?

A | don't know.

Q Did you ever have a neeting with officials from

DQJ about Crossfire Hurricane or take part in a neeting?

A Yes.
Q How frequently?
A | nean at a certain point, there were -- they

were there all the time at |least into Cctober. W nmet with them
very frequently.
Q Are these progress neetings |ike the MCabe

neeting or are these nore specific nmeetings about a specific

topi c?

A In Cctober of 2016, we initiated
counterintelligence and cyber neetings where we were -- both
divisions were briefing on the overall Russian threat. | was

provi ding Crossfire Hurricane updates and progress and DQJ
attended those neeti ngs.

Q Wio was the -- |ike you're briefing. You're
briefing sonmeone in particular or are you briefing all of these
conponent s?

A In particular, the assistant directors of
counterintelligence and cyber division and whoever they thought

was appropriate, had a need to know, a need to coll aborate and

51
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share information. They invited staff, section chiefs, DADs

and such.

Q How many people, roughly, would be in a neeting
i ke this?

A Fi fteen.

Q |"msorry. Fifteen?

A Fi fteen.

Q Do you recall who at DQJ was attendi ng these
nmeeti ngs?

A | didn't know any of their nanes.

Q The National Security Division?

Yes. The National Security D vision
representatives.

Q Okay. Were there smaller neetings about
Crossfire Hurricane? Wre you briefing -- how frequently did
you brief Peter Strzok, for instance, on Crossfire Hurricane?

A | briefed Peter Strzok daily on Crossfire
Hurricane. W had a standing neeting, the smaller team of
agents that were under ny control as well as our intelligence

counterparts, Mnday, Wdnesday, Friday at nine o' clock for the

duration of ny TDY. | chaired all of those neetings.
Q And that's with the tean?
A That was with the team
Q Did Lisa Page attend those neetings?
A At tinmes, Lisa Page woul d.
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Q Now, you nentioned Peter Strzok started off as
the section chief. He was elevated to the deputy assistant
director.

When that el evation occurred, and you can read in the
| G report, there doesn't seemtoo nmuch reference to a section
chief stepping in. Ws there a section chief between you and

Peter Strzok involved in the investigation?

A No.
Q A unit chief?
A No.
BY MR BAKER
Q So your next report in that scenario was to a

deputy assistant director, Peter Strzok?

A That's correct.
Q And did you have neetings, just you and the squad
you supervised? For lack of a better way, | said squad, but

the fol ks you had underneath, did you hold neetings with them
just to go over progress of your specific unit that you

supervi sed?

A That was the point of the nine o' clock neeting.
Q Oh, that was the nine o' clock neeting?
A Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and then ad hoc as

needed to share informati on or updates cane in.
BY MR SOMVERS:

Q So how many people were you supervising in
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these -- on the Crossfire Hurricane teanf
A Four agents.
Q Four agents and then Jonathan Mffa was

supervising the analysts; is that correct?

O did you supervise the anal ysts?

A | did not supervise the analysts. There was an
SIA a senior intelligence analyst, assigned under Jonat han
Moffa that was responsible for the supervision of anal ysts.

Q So you were roughly on equal levels, then, with

t he supervisory intel analyst?

A He was ny counterpart.

Q Do you recall how many anal ysts he had worki ng
for hinf

A | don't. He had sone that were in our SCIF and

sone were not.

Q So then he reported to Jonathan Mdffa; is that
correct?

A That is correct.

Q And you reported to Peter Strzok?

A That is correct.

MR. SOVERS:. | think, although we had sone
interruptions, | think this would probably be a good tine to

break for our first hour.
MS. ZDEB: We'll take about a five-m nute break.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:31 a.m, a recess was taken,
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reconvening at 11:48 a.m|]

MS. ZDEB: It is 11:48. W are back on the record.

EXAM NATI ON BY THE M NORI TY

BY MS. ZDEB:

Q I (hank you for being here. W
i ntroduced ourselves, but just as a rem nder, ny nane is Sarah
Zdeb. 1'mcounsel along with Joe Charlet for Ranking Menber
Feinstein and we're followi ng up on sone of the questions that
our colleagues with the Majority have asked you.

So | take it you cooperated with the Ofice of Inspector
Ceneral in his investigation?

A | did.

Q Were you interviewed as part of his

i nvestigation?

A | was.

Q Once? Miltiple tines?

A Mul tiple tines.

Q And just as a ballpark, can you give us a sense

of howlong in total those nmultiple tinmes took?

A It was six tinmes over thirty hours.

Q Did you or, to your know edge, the FBI or Justice
Depart ment provide docunents to the Inspector General's Ofice?

A "' massum ng they did, because they represented
it to ne.

Q Did the OG ever conplain that it needed nore
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1 information from you?
2 A | don't think so.
3 Q | assune that you provided conplete, truthful

4 answers to the Inspector General's Ofice over the course of

5 the six intervi ews.

6 A Al ways.
7 Q In addition to your six interviews with QG you
8 were, | believe, also interviewed by the Ofice of Special

9 Counsel or the Special Counsel's Ofice over the phone in

10 January of 2018. Did you provide conplete, truthful answers
11 to the Special Counsel's Ofice?

12 A Yes.

13 Q And have you revi ewed the 302 docunment in your
14 i nterview?

15 | can -- | should take a step back. |I'mnot sure if

16 there was one interview or multiple interviews.

17 MR BERGER | would just like to talk to ny client off
18 line for a nonent.

19 M5. ZDEB: Ckay.

20 [ M. Berger confers with the w tness.]

21 THE WTNESS: Could you repeat that question?

22 BY Ms. ZDEB:
23 Q Sure. So you were interviewed by Speci al
24 Counsel's Ofice in January of 2018, and ny question had,

25 si nply, been whether you provided conplete, truthful responses
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when interviewed by the Special Counsel's Ofice.
MR. BERGER  You can answer.
THE W TNESS:. Yes.

BY MS. ZDEB:

Q Have you had an opportunity to review the 302
that was created fromthat interview?

A | have not.

Q So you talked a bit before the break about the
decision to open Crossfire Hurricane, the friendly foreign
governnment information, and the trip that you took shortly after
the investigation was opened in order to interview the source
of that information.

MR. BERGER: Can we just take a nonment to nake one point
of clarification on the opening?

So | thank you for bringing that up.

THE WTNESS: Yeah. Earlier, | was asked or it was
stated you opened the Crossfire Hurricane investigation.
just wanted to make clear | did not open the Crossfire Hurricane
i nvesti gati on.

MR. BERGER. You can expl ain who did.

THE W TNESS: Peter Strzok, as |I'msure you know, wote
t he openi ng communi cation, just for clarification.
BY Ms. ZDEB

Q And it was Bill Priestap who signed off on

opening Crossfire Hurricane?
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A | don't know, ma'am

Q So you had di scussed a bit your understanding
at the time that a friendly forei gn governnent had indicated
t hat Geor ge Papadopol ous had | earned that Russia had damagi ng
information on Hillary Cdinton and planned to release it, and
| think you al so characterized that as a threat to national
security.

Coul d you el aborate on that a bit? Wy did you find
that to be a threat to national security?

A | would think any tinme a foreign governnent is
going to insert influence in our political process at any |evel
is athreat to national security.

Q So when this information is described as com ng
froma friendly foreign governnent, what does that termsignify
as a general matter? Does that nean that the government is a
trusted ally? That it's an intelligence partner?

Coul d you el aborate on that a bit?

A | would say it's a country that is not hostile
to the United States, a country that we would be a partner wth,
an ally with, and we share intelligence information wth.

Q So, certainly, not a country that we would
suspect to be fabricating information in order to harmthe
United States?

A That's correct.

Q So was the fact that the information canme from
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a friendly foreign governnent significant in terns of the
credibility that you assigned to it, the seriousness with which
the FBI took it?

A | believe so.

Q So the FBI, as you discussed earlier, first
| earned of the friendly foreign governnent information in |ate
July 2016, but it was April of 2016 when George Papadopol ous
first learned that Russia was willing to release dirt on Hillary
Clinton in the formof thousands of emails. [|'mquoting the
Muel | er report there.

To your know edge, did Papadopol ous report Russia's
apparent offer of help to the FBI when he first |learned of it
in April 20162

A State that question again. What was that |ast
part there?

Q To your know edge, did George Papadopol ous
report Russia's apparent offer of help fromRussia to the FB
when he first learned of it in April of 20167

A Not to ny know edge.

Q And, to your know edge, did he cone forward to
the FBI in July of 2016 when Wkil eaks began doi ng what
Papadopol ous had been told Russia would do, in other words,
releasing emails on Hillary Cinton?

A Not to ny know edge.

Q To your know edge, did Papadopol ous ever cone
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forward to report what he had been told regarding Russia's
apparent willingness to help the Trunp Canpai gn by rel easi ng
emails on Hillary Cinton?

A Not to ny know edge.

Q Wul d you agree that the fact that Papadopol ous
| earned of Russia's willingness to help the Trunp Canpai gn by
rel easi ng thousands of emails related to Hillary Cinton saw
that rel ease of enmails that happened starting in January of 2016
and still didn't come forward to report that to the FBI, would
you agree that that raised a counterintelligence concern that
the FBI shoul d have investi gated?

A Yes.

Q According to the Inspector CGeneral's report,
the foreign official, the friendly foreign governnent official,
who conveyed this information told the FBI that they weren't
awar e of who el se Papadopol ous may have inforned about Russia's

offer to help the Trunp Canpaign; is that accurate?

A Were are you getting that? Fromny 3027

Q That's on page 59 of the Inspector General's
report.

A | haven't -- not having that docunent in front
of me and being able to know the source, | can't speak to that.

Q Fair enough. To your know edge, at the tine the

FBI | earned of the friendly foreign governnent information, did

you have any indication as to who, if anyone else, on the Trunp
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Canpai gn Papadopol ous had conveyed Russia's offer of assistance
to?

A | don't think we did.

Q And, in fact, wasn't that one of the goals of
Crossfire Hurricane, was to determ ne who el se may have known
of this information?

A That's correct.

Q You said earlier that you have about 16 years
of experience handling counterintelligence investigations.

Is it accurate to say that when the FBlI opened Crossfire
Hurricane, there were essentially three possibilities?

The first possibility woul d have been that soneone in
t he canpaign was wittingly coordinating with Russia?

A The first possibility is that possibility, yes.

Q And anot her possibility could be that someone

on the canpaign was unwittingly coordinating with Russia; is

that right?
A That's fair.
Q And then | suppose a third and final possibility

woul d be that no one on the canpai gn was coordi nating, either
wittingly or unmittingly, with the Russians; is that right?
A That is correct.
Q And based on your experience handling
counterintelligence investigations, will you agree that that

is the normat the outset of a counterintelligence

61
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investigation; in other words, there mght be witting
cooperation, unwitting cooperation, or nothing at all?

A In ny experience and with all Bureau
i nvestigations, we remain objective and | ook at all of those
per specti ves.

Q And the FBI's objective when it is conducting
a counterintelligence investigation is to determ ne which of
those three possibilities is the case?

A Yes.

Q As a general matter, in your 16 years of
experience handling counterintelligence investigations, have
you provided defensive briefings to U.S. persons in connection
with counterintelligence investigations?

A | have.

Q Were you involved in any di scussions or
decisions in Crossfire Hurricane as to whether to provide a
defensive briefing to either canpaign or not?

A | was not.

Q Bill Priestap, and this is on page 55 of the
| nspector General's report, told O G that at the outset of
Crossfire Hurricane, he considered whether to provide a
defensive briefing to the Trunp Canpaign in |ieu of opening a
counterintelligence investigation and he decided not to, and
"' mquoting here. He said had we provided a defensive briefing

to sonmeone on the Trunp Canpai gn, we would have alerted the
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canpaign to what we were |ooking into, and if someone on the
canpai gn was engaged with the Russians, he or she would very
i kely change his or her tactics or otherw se seek to cover up
his or her activities, thereby preventing us fromfinding the
truth. On the other hand, if no one on the Trunp Canpai gn was
wor ki ng with Russians, an investigation could prove that.
Recogni zi ng you don't have the report in front of you,

based on the quote | just read, do you have -- and based on your
experi ence providing defensive briefings, do you have a general
under st anding of what M. Priestap neant by that?

MR, BERGER Can |?

[M. Berger confers with the w tness.]

THE WTNESS: | understand what he was consi deri ng;
however, | was not through ny role part of any of those
consi derations or providing i nput and naki ng deci sions on that.
BY M5. ZDEB

Q Understood. |Is it accurate to say as a genera
matter that the FBI was concerned that a defensive briefing
m ght tip off the Russians?

MR BERGER Hold on.

[ M. Berger confers with the w tness.]

THE WTNESS:. It's speculation. | wasn't part of
those discussions. So | can't speak to that, ma' am
BY Ms. ZDEB

Q Based on your experience providing defensive
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1 briefings in other counterintelligence investigations, is it

2 a relevant consideration for the FBI whether the Bureau can rule
3 inor rule out witting participation by a U S. person when it

4 makes a deci si on about whether to provide a defensive briefing
5 or not?

6 A Ma'am | can answer that question. M

7 experience with defensive briefings have been for FBI enpl oyees
8 that are traveling to another country, and that's the extent

9 of ny experience.

10 Q Let me swtch gears. Qur commttee held a

11 si x-hour hearing with I nspector General Horowitz in Decenber

12 of last year after he released his report and there were a nunber
13 of allegations made during the course of that hearing and in

14 subsequent hearings that we've had, but |I'mgoing to ask you

15 a series of questions about those allegations because we

16 continue to hear them from peopl e who, unlike yourself, don't
17 have firsthand experi ence or know edge actually working on the
18 Crossfire Hurricane investigation.

19 So for starters, although the IG found no docunent or
20 testinoni al evidence of bias inpacting the Bureau's work in
21 Crossfire Hurricane, we have heard all egations that there was,
22 guote, tons of evidence of bias. D d political bias inpact any
23 of your actions on Crossfire Hurricane?
24 A Political bias inpacted none of my actions on

25 Crossfire --
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Q And -- |I'msorry.
A On Crossfire Hurricane.
Q Do you have any evidence that political bias

ot herwi se inpacted the FBI's work on Crossfire Hurricane?

A No.

Q It has been alleged the FBI, quote, engaged in
a, quote, massive crimnal conspiracy over tine to defraud the
FI SA Court. Do you have evidence that the FBI engaged in a
massive crimnal conspiracy to defraud the FI SA Court?

A No.

Q It has al so been alleged that the FB
pur poseful ly used the power of the Federal CGovernnent to wage
a political war against a presidential candidate they despised.
Do you have any evidence that the FBlI purposely used the power
of the Federal CGovernnent to wage a political war agai nst then
Candi date Trunp?

A No. If | would have detected that, | wouldn't
have been a part of it.

Q You personal ly have been accused of being,
guote, in the mddle of the nost deep state corrupt and cri m nal
actions. Do you have any evidence that Crossfire Hurricane was
part of a deep state effort to take down Candi date or President
Trunmp?

A It did not happen. There's no evidence of that.

Q And what's your response to the allegation that
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you were in a mddle of the nost deep state effort to take down

Presi dent Trunp?

A | aman FBI agent and | took an oath to this
country. It's crushing to hear that.
Q There have been allegations that Crossfire

Hurri cane was conposed of, quote, people who hated Trunp and
who had, quote, an agenda to destroy him before he was el ected
and after he was elected. 1Is it correct that you, along with
Peter Strzok and the individual referred to as the intel section
chief, had a hand in selecting other nenbers of the Crossfire
Hurri cane teanf

A Yes.

Q And did you consider how those individuals felt
about President Trunp or then Candi date Trunp when you were

selecting themto serve on the Crossfire Hurricane tean?

A It was not a consideration.

Q So you didn't consider political affiliation?
A We did not.

Q In fact, it would not have been proper for you

to consider political affiliation when nmaki ng deci si ons about

who to staff on the case; is that right?

A Correct. The nen and wonen of the FBI are
obj ecti ve.
Q So as you probably know and there's been sone

di scussion of the Hatch Act recently, but as it relates to this
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case, under the Hatch Act, FBlI and Justice Departnent enpl oyees
retain a right to express their opinions in an individual
capacity privately and publicly on political subjects and

candi dates. So although FBI enpl oyees need to renain objective
in the course of their professional duties, you' re allowed to
have and, in fact, you have a constitutional and a |egal right
to have personal political views. Right?

A That's correct.

Q And the only requirenent is that those views not
i npact the job that you're doing?

A As | understand it, yes.

Q The O G report describes steps that you and
others on the Crossfire Hurricane teamtook to ensure that the
i nvestigation did not inpact the 2016 el ection. So, for
exanpl e, you told the Inspector CGeneral, and this is a quote
from page 308 of the report, that one of the overriding concerns
was keeping information about the investigation out of the
public real mbecause the teamdid not want to inpact the
presidential election in any way.

I s that accurate?

A That's very accurate.

Q And why is it inportant to keep out of the public
real minformati on about an investigation that could inpact a
presidential election?

A Al'l of our investigations should be

67
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confidential. This one, due to the allegations we were | ooking
at, we wanted to ensure that we did not in any way adversely
affect the U S. presidential election.

Q Just to ask you about a couple of specific steps
that the Crossfire Hurricane teamtook in order to nmake sure
it wasn't inpacting the election as they are described by the
|G report, in addition to prioritizing keeping information out
of the public domain, the G report also describes how you
avoi ded inserting confidential human sources into the Trunp
Canpai gn and for the purpose of gathering investigative
i nformati on.

s that correct?

A That is correct.

Q And, in fact, | believe you told the O G that
you declined to use a specific confidential human source who
knew Candi date Trunp and had been in contact with the candidate
because, quote: This is not what we were | ooking to do. W
were | ooking for information about the predicate, but didn't
want it to be construed | ater as sonething other than what you
were really after.

Can you el aborate on that a bit?

A First, that's an accurate statement. W were
exam ni ng our source base throughout the investigation, and on
case- by-case basis, we were |ooking to determ ne what sources

could help report on those initial allegations, full stop. W
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were not | ooking for any other information other than could they
hel p corroborate the initial allegation.

Q And, in fact, | think you also told the O G that
if you had at sone point received politically-sensitive
informati on and recognized it for what it was, that your first

call would have been to the FBI General Counsel to talk to them

about how to handle it. |Is that right?
A That is absolutely correct.
Q So, in general, is it fair to say that the

Crossfire Hurricane team sought to avoi d doi ng anythi ng that

coul d be construed, either then or now, as being political?

A Yes.
Q And why is that?
A It's inmportant that our work is objective and

that we don't adversely affect the political process.

MS. ZDEB: | think that's all we have for this round.
So it's a quarter after 12. W can go off the record.

[ D scussion held off the record.]

MR, SOMVERS. It's 12:15. W'Il|l go back on the record.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY THE MAJORI TY

BY MR SOVERS

Q O her than the Carter Page FI SA warrant that was
obt ai ned, during your time on Crossfire Hurricane, did the FB
ever use or consider using other evidence-gathering techniques

against Carter Page, like Title 3 warrants, national security
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letters, pen registers, any of those techniques?
A Yes.
Q l"msorry. | asked a conpound question.

Did you use those techni ques?

A We used sone of those techni ques.
Q Did you ever consider interview ng Carter Page?
A | think it's always a consideration; however,

we needed to run a full investigation first before we interview
Q So the decision was nade not to interview Carter

Page while you were on Crossfire Hurricane?
A That is correct.
Q Did you seek or did you ever consider seeking

FI SA coverage on George Papadopol ous?

A It was discussed.
Q Did it ever nove past discussion?
What do you nmean by it was discussed, | guess is a better

way to ask it.

A Wel |, whenever you're doing any information,
you tal k about all investigative techniques that you have based
on your approval or what kind of investigation you have. So
| renmenber it being discussed by the team but a FISA did not
get initiated during ny TDY.

Q And Papadopol ous was who the -- Crossfire
Hurri cane was opened predicated on information involving George

Papadopol ous specifically. Wat was the difference between
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1 Carter Page, who you did seek FI SA coverage on, and George

2 Papadopol ous, who you did not seek FI SA coverage on despite the

3 fact that Papadopol ous was the individual nanmed in the

4 predi cated information?

5 A | don't renmenber. You would have to ask the

6 attorneys that were evaluating the informati on we had for

7 pr obabl e cause.

8 Q So it was a probabl e cause consi deration?

9 A That, usually, the attorneys were calling the
10 balls and strikes on that and that's what it would conme down
11 to.

12 Q Wul d you have |iked FI SA coverage on Ceorge

13 Papadopol ous as an investigative matter?

14 A Assuming that we had | egal sufficiency to get
15 t here, yes.

16 BY MR BAKER

17 Q Were there any other downsides? You said there
18 were discussions about Papadopol ous. Wre there any ot her

19 downsi des by doi ng coverage on himother than | ack of probable
20 cause?

21 Was there any operational reason not to pursue probable
22 cause for hin®

23 B M. Baker, to the extent that questions

24 doesn't call for the discussion of attorney-client privileged

25 i nf or mati on.
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THE WTNESS: | don't know of any other than we,
obvi ously, do have a discussion on using the |east intrusive
met hods first, but |I'mnot aware of any other considerations.
| don't remenber any.

MR. BAKER  Okay.
BY MR SOMERS:

Q Were ot her evi dence-gathering techni ques used
agai nst M. Papadopolous, like Title 3 warrants, national
security letters, or pen registers?

A | believe so.

Q Did you ever consider seeking, during your tine
on Crossfire Hurricane, FlISA coverage on M chael Flynn?

A | don't renenber that.

Q Did you consider using other evidence-gathering
techniques like Title 3 warrants, national security letters,

and pen registers agai nst M chael Flynn?

A Yes.

Q D d you use thenf

A | don't renmenber. | would have to |look in the
file.

Q Did you consi der FlI SA coverage during your tine

on Crossfire Hurricane for Paul WManafort?
A | think it was di scussed.
Q It was discussed. Do you know why it wasn't

sought? WAs it a probable cause thing or was it other --
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A | don't remenber. |'msorry.

Q And the same question: Did you use other
evi dence-gat hering techni ques agai nst Paul Manafort during
your time on the Crossfire Hurricane investigation like Title
3 warrants, national security letters, and pen regi sters?

A Yes.

Q So the Carter Page FI SA application goes in on
Cct ober 21, 2016. An investigation was open on July 31, 2016.
What was going on in the investigation between July 31st and

August 21st in ternms of actual investigating of the four

subj ects?
| know that's a very broad questi on.
A That is a very broad question.
Q Let's start very broad and then we can take it

nore specifically.

A Sure. We were exam ning our human source base
and technical source base for human technical sources that could
report on the predicate. Then, also, once we identified either
hel pful sources, sources that could support the investigation,
wor ked on various operations using those sources to determ ne
if the initial allegations were accurate or not.

Q I"'mnot famliar with -- there's hunan source
and what was the other? Tactical source? You referred to
tactical course?

A | don't knowif | -- did | say "tactical source"?

73
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Q You referred to two -- | thought you referred
to two sources, confidential human source and --
A Okay. Techni cal source.
Q Techni cal source.
B Ay further discussion of that is probably
not appropriate in this setting.
THE WTNESS: Cot it.
BY MR SOMERS:
Q So you were -- and that was for all four

i ndi viduals, you were doing those types of investigations?

A Yes, sir.

Q In the last round, we spoke about, you know,
trying to, | guess, draw a |line between getting -- 1I'Il let you
rephrase, but let ne put the question out there -- getting too

close to the canpaign itself and any canpai gn deci sions, but
at the same tine, you needed to conduct an investigation that
i nvol ved t he canpai gn

How did you draw that |ine between the two?

A We were investigating individuals that happened
to be nenbers of the Trunp team

Q But, necessarily, | would think in order -- you
needed to figure out what people's roles were on the canpai gn.
Ri ght ?

That's part of the investigation. Correct?

A. That's correct.
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Q And you needed to know whet her these four
i ndi vidual s you had identified, sonme of themlike Manafort
probably nore obviously, what their access |level was to the
canpai gn. Correct?

A That's fair.

Q | think one of the allegations in the Steele
Dossi er was that Paul Manafort was Carter Page's |ike conduit
into the canpaign. In order to figure out what Carter Page's
role was in the canpaign, were you talking to or trying to
interview, talk to through the confidential human sources,
peopl e outside of those four individuals who were involved in
t he canpai gn?

A Well, let me back up just to make it clear. The
di stinction between team and canpaign, it didn't matter that
he was part of the canpaign. There are different connotations
to being central to the Trunp team The fact that he was on
t he canpaign was just the fact that he was on the canpai gn, and
we were able to establish that through the open source.

Q Were you talking to other individuals on or
associated with the canmpaign in order to figure out what Carter

Page's rol e was on the canpaign?

A | don't remenber doing so.
Q Do you think that it's possible you drew -- |
mean, how do you -- the allegation is Carter Page -- again, |'ll

| et you rephrase the allegation if | phrase it incorrectly.
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1 The allegation is Carter Page is possibly a conduit for
2 taking information from Russia and feeding it to the Trunp

3 Canmpaign. | guess I'mtrying to figure out how do you assess
4 whether Carter Page actually had that access to the Trunp

5 Canpaign to be this conduit?

6 A |'d have to think about that for a mnute, how
7 to answer that.

8 Q That's fine.

9 A | think one of the techniques that we ended up
10 usi ng was consensual nonitoring with a source. So it's an

11 opportunity for himto speak freely and be chal |l enged on these
12 subj ects and see how he responds.

13 Q |s that generally a good investigative

14 technique or a reliable investigative technique using

15 confidential human sources?

16 A It is.

17 Q Did you use confidential human sources to speak
18 to others on the canpaign, other than the four targets, in order
19 to assess their roles on the canpai gn?
20 A W used the confidential human source to talk
21 to another individual on the Trunp teamin an effort to determ ne
22 if they would be a subject and they woul d have either been on
23 the teamor would be in a position to reasonably receive that
24 suggestion fromthe Russians.

25 Q What did you | earn based on that strategy?
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A W | earned that that individual was not sonebody
we woul d predicate.

Q Did that individual have any information on
Carter Page and his access to the canpaign or George
Papadopol ous and his access to the canpai gn?

A As | sit here today, | don't renenber.

Q Whul d t hat have been sonet hing you woul d have
tasked a human source with asking?

A We woul dn't have necessarily asked specifically
about the canpaign. W're splitting hairs on this, but | think

it's an inportant distinction.

We woul d be | ooking for, again, any information that
woul d indicate that he had been or had received that suggestion
from the Russi ans.

Q Let's take George Papadopol ous. There was no
FI SA warrant on him So the confidential human source, we have
transcripts of his interaction wth confidential human sources,
but what I'mtrying to understand is that's, obviously, direct
contact with George Papadopol ous which coul d be val uabl e; but
what I"'mtrying to understand is what el se you woul d have done
to see what George Papadopol ous -- in order for himto give
information -- he could be a Russian agent, but m ght have no
access to the canpaign or the team or however you want
characterize it. 1'mtrying to understand what type of steps

did you take to understand what George Papadopol ous' access to

7
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the Trunp Canpaign or the Trunp team was.

A | think using a source to engage directly with
a subject to get that subject to tell you directly is a pretty
significant step. | also remenber we had open source
information. You know, we had our intel team the entire
apparatus that were doing their jobs, |ooking for any additional
information and helping with the investigation.

Q And then you said that the human source was a
reliable technique, a good technique, but then Papadopol ous was
i nterviewed or however you would phrase it. "Consensually
monitored”, | think was the term by a confidential human
source, by multiple confidential human sources. To at |east
two of them he denied having any interactions with Russians,
said it would be treason

What did you make of those comments?

A | think at the tine, we or | felt that they were
rehearsed prepared statenents based on the difference between
reading a transcript and listening to it. H's tone changed.
Hi s deneanor changed when chal | enged on that when he nade that
st at enent .

That was ny assessnent at the tine.

Q What about the -- there was a statenent made
to -- | can't think of the individual's name -- to one
confidential human source, there was a nore ful some statenent

i nvol ving treason, but he also nmade a statenent to a second
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confidential human source about denying any involvenent in the
Russi ans.

Do you recall that?

A Sir, it's been four years and | haven't had
access to the file. | don't renenber that.
Q | guess what |I'mgetting at is did you think that

Papadopol ous t hought he was being nonitored and that's why you
t hought the statenent was canned?

A | don't know if he thought he was being
monitored. It could have been that the source m ght have been
cl unsy and asked himas well.

Q Cl unsy and asked himthe question? You thought
Papadopol ous was tipped to the question?

|"mtrying to understand why you -- |I'mnot saying this
in a pejorative way, but discounted those two denials that |'ve

seen transcripts of ?

A Again, | think if you look at the totality of
our investigation with himat that tinme, |istening, not just
reading the transcript, listening to what he's saying, in ny
experience and training, |I felt it was a prepared statenent.

Q In the second -- | think it was the second
denial. | think one denial that canme first was in a very

free-flow ng environnent. The denial was made and he said al
sorts of things that | think we would consider enbarrassing;

and then he's asked a question about Russia, and in that context,
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you still think it was a rehearsed response? D d you read the
entire transcript and everything el se he had?

A | have and |'ve listened to the entire
transcript, but that was four years ago. W're talking around
it and in different parts of it. | don't think nmy assessment
has changed.

BY MR BAKER:

Q When you tal k about your assessnent, you
menti oned a second ago based on your experience and training.
Is this your experience and training as a FBI agent through the
course of interviews and interrogations, you devel oped an
expertise, or do you have hei ghtened expertise either maybe in
t he behavi oral science unit or sonme specialized interview ng
course where you're trained to | ook at body | anguage and
nonver bal skills?

Is it your totality of experience as an agent or do you
have extra beyond the nornal experience?

A The totality of experience as an agent.

BY MR SOMERS:

Q Do you have extra training? Have you taken
behavori al science training?

A | have not.

Q So during this period -- well, let's just start
with the first period between July 31st and August 21st when

you get the FISA application and warrant application in. Wat
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was your inpression of the pace of the investigation?
A | thought the pace was pretty quick. | nmean,
we were conducting significant operations and investigations.
Q Did that pace continue after the FISA warrant

was obtai ned on Carter Page?

A No. It wasn't after Carter Page. It
was -- nore in the Novenber and Decenber tineframe, it was
sl ower .
Q But the investigation renmai ned opened?
A Correct.
Q Wuld it surprise you that people at DQJ,
i ncl udi ng Dana Boente and Stu Evans, thought the pace was -- Dana

Boente had the inpression that the investigation had not been
nmoving with a sense of urgency. That's the IGreport at page
73.

Stu Evans characterized the investigation as, quote,
pretty slow noving with not nuch changing week to week in terns

of updates the FBI was providing. That's on page 70 of the I1G

report.

Do their inpressions surprise you?

A | don't knowif | read that about them or what
they had stated. | also didn't have any interaction with either

of those individuals.
So | don't know how they got their information to make

t hat determ nati on.
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Q But you were -- putting aside themor |'mjust
guoting themas two people that had an inpression of the pace.
You woul dn't agree with their characterization of the pace?

A "1l go back to ny original statenent, that at
the tinme, based on ny training and experience and what | know
about what a nornmal typical pace is in the field for
i nvestigation, we were progressing with our operation and
i nvestigations at a pace quicker than what |'ve seen in the
field.

Q What was the division of |abor?

| know that's a very tough question percentage-w se,
but between trying to verify the Steele Dossier and Steel e
al l egations and other investigations of these four subjects?

A | can't give you a percentage on that. It is
a verification and a nultilayered process. It involves nany
people. W attenpt to neasure productivity of the source as
wel |l as risk of the source.

Q But you don't know how rmuch was dedi cat ed,
roughly, to verification of Steele versus human source

operations, other investigative techniques?

A | can speak to the actions that | took.
Q How was your division of |abor between those
t wo?
A Initially, upon -- we received the first Steele

report on Septenber 19, 2016. Wthin three hours of receiving
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those reports on ny team | enumiled the case agent and asked
them for a source characterization statement. That's the first
place it starts, with the handling agent on that.

Through that process, there are annual checks that a
case agent does, a field office annual source report as well
as (SSRs the supervisor will do. So that's ongoing fromthe
i nception of the source.

So that source characterization statenment should be
based off of that. So I sought to get that.

Secondly, | determ ned we needed to send a teamto

[ European City] to work with the handling agent and speak to

the source. | later took other steps, but those are just a few
Q Way did you not go on that trip to [ European
Gty]?
A | don't renenber.
Q Do you recall why the person identified as --

B Can we interrupt for a nonment?

B  cah.

MR. SOMERS: We'I|l take it out of the record.

B 'ake it out of the record and try to refrain
fromsaying the nane of the city.

MR. SOMERS: Yes.
BY MR SOVERS

Q Do you recall if the person identified as the

acting section chief went on the trip?
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A | don't renenber.
Q | "' m not asking the nane, but do you recall that

person who --

A | don't.

Q Do you know what they were acting section chief
of ?

A Yes.

Q Whi ch section?

A They were acting in the section that Peter

Strzok had just vacated to becone the DAD. So it was the
count er espi onage secti on.

Q Do you recall any consternation wthin the team
about why that individual was goi ng and not soneone el se?

A | don't renenber that.

Q | think we just referred to the Steel e Dossi er,
but we can refer to themdifferently if you want, but when did
you first see any of the reports that ultimtely becone known

as the Steel e Dossier?

A Sept enber 19, 2016.
BY MR BAKER
Q Was there any concern about the Iength of tine

it was taking or that it took for those reports to actually reach
you or the entity at Headquarters that ultimate received then?
A | didn't have concerns.

Q You did or did not?
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A | did not.

Q D d anybody have concerns about the |ength of
time that it took from | guess, the handling agent to the end
user at Headquarters?

A | don't renmenber that. At the tine that we
received them they were dated, but we didn't know at the tine
when the handling agent actually got them

Q Were you aware of any abnormal chain that they
fl owed through fromthe handling agent to Headquarters or, as
far as you knew, they went fromthe handling agent to
Headquarters?

A | received an email fromthe handling agent.
That was the flow on how | received them

MR BAKER  Ckay.

BY MR SOMERS:

Q On page 99 of the IGreport, it says that on
August 25, 2016, during a briefing for then Deputy Director
Andrew McCabe on the investigation -- | guess that's the answer
on when the August neeting was.

"During a briefing for then Deputy Director Andrew
McCabe on the investigation, MCabe asked |l t o cont act
the New York Field Ofice about information that potentially
could assist the Crossfire Hurricane investigation.”

Do you recall that?

A. | do.
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Q And by information that could potentially
assist the Crossfire Hurricane investigation, does that refer
to the Steele information or sonething el se?

A | believe that's the sane. | later |earned
that's what that was.

Q But you said the delay between August 25th and
Septenber 19th, that doesn't bother you in terns of the |ength
of tinme or that there wasn't an issue of the length of tine it
took fromyou | earning about the investigation to actually

receiving it?

A At the tinme, | did not have an issue.
Q On page 124 of the I1Greport, it says you sent
an email to Handling Agent 1 and others stating that: "Qur team

is very interested in obtained a source synbol, nunber, slash,
characterization statenment and specifics on the veracity of
past reporting, notivations, |ast validation, how long on the
books, how nuch paid, etc."”
Wiy was all that information inportant to you?
A It's always inportant to understand the
reliability of the source.

Q And what did you learn in regards to the

reliability of the source?

A Then? | did not receive an enmail back from --
Q From t he handl i ng agent ?
A From t he handl i ng agent.
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Q Coul d you have | ooked in Steele's file to gain
t he i nformation?

A At a certain point, we were able to obtain
access, and | don't renmenber when that was, but yeah. You could

go into a Delta file.

BY MR BAKER
Q VWhat is a Delta file?
A Delta is the FBI's systemof record for

mai nt ai ni ng source i nformation.
BY MR SOMERS:

Q So you did not inmmediately have access to that
systemw th regards to Steele? Sonebody had to grant you
access?

A | woul d have had to have been granted access.
| don't renmenber anything else.

Q So you didn't get a response to the email, but
at sone point, you did learn this type of information. \Were
did you learn this type of information, the specifics on
veracity of past reporting, notivations, |ast validation, how
| ong on the books, how nuch paid to date, etc.?

How did you | earn that information?

A So we had an intel team as we discussed,
assigned to us on Crossfire Hurricane. They were working on
t hat .

Q And where did they get that information fronf
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A | don't know.

Q Did they get it fromthe handling agent or did
they get it somewhere el se?

A | don't know.

Q Were you satisfied with what you | earned about
his reliability, Steele's?

|"msorry. Were you satisfied with what you | earned
about Steele's reliability?

A Yes. The information, we thought was reliable.

Q What were the efforts to corroborate Steele's
reporting, what type of things?

A. Like I nmentioned, on the intel side, | can't
speak to how they do their job. | spoke of, obviously, the case
agent and supervisors, their responsibility annually and
continually to do that. |In particular, | nmentioned | sent a
teamto a foreign country to neet directly with the source to
try to glean that information directly.

In addition, | initiated an asset validation reviewto
the director of intelligence and, later, net with Bruce Onhr.
That's one of the things I was trying to determ ne.

Q Was it -- did you try and determ ne Steele's
sources were?

A Yes.

Q Did you try and speak with others who had worked

with Steele in the past, clients or other governments?
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A Just Bruce Onhr.

Q Just Bruce Chr. Did you task anyone on the team
with talking to past clients of Steele or past enployers?

A | don't remenber doing so.

Q You rotated off January 6, 2017, you testified
to earlier. Wlat was your understandi ng when you |left the
i nvestigation; what was your understanding of the |evel of

corroboration that the FBI had achieved of the Steele reporting?

A | don't know if could | say what |evel of
corroboration that they had received. It was just an ongoing
effort. It was constantly ongoi ng.

Q Had you verified anything fromthe reporting?

A | don't renenber.

Q You don't renenber. Whuld you say it was

| argely unverified when you left, when you rotated off?

A | don't renenber. | would have to | ook at al
the reports and go back to that tine and try to give you sone
sort of weight to what was and what wasn't.

Q What was your understandi ng of who Chri stopher
Steele was at the tine?

You're getting this information. You're told on -- you
get it on the 19th. You get a bunch of reports. Wat's your
under standi ng of where this is comng fromand who this guy is
provi ding you this information?

A. So | can't renmenber what | knew when. | woul d
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have to refer to those emails or just anything that could help
me renenber what | knew at a particular tine.

Q CGenerally in that time period, what was your
under st andi ng of Steele?

A During which time period?

Q Prior to Qctober 21, 2016 when the FI SA
application was subm tted.

A | believe we knew that he had at that tinefranme
been a nenber of an intelligence service fromanother friendly
forei gn governnent.

Q And you understood that he was a private
contractor of sonme sort at this point in tinme?

A | believe so.

Q You nentioned earlier, | think you just
nmenti oned a few m nutes ago, requesting a hunman source
val idation review on Steele in Novenber 2016. Do you recal

requesting that?

A | do.

Q Why did you request that review at that point
intime?

A At that point in time, the "Mther Jones" news

article had cone out on Cctober 31st. W had cl osed a source
for cause, a source that was used in the FISA application of
Carter Page.

Q That's what caused you to request the review at
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that point, the validation review at that point in tinme?
A That's correct.
BY MR BAKER

Q What happened to your request for the validation
revi ew?

A So the validation reviewinitiated and it was
| ater turned off.

Q What do you nean "it was turned off"?

A. | nean the validation review through the D.I.,
the Director of Intelligence. Just to be clear exactly what
" mtal ki ng about, there was a constant validation review
ongoi ng by the Counterintelligence Division and the
intelligence analysts at the tine. M request was to the FB
director of intelligence for themto do what is considered an
enhanced val i dation review, sonething outside and i ndependent

of the Counterintelligence Division.

Q But that was turned off?

A Yes, sSir.

Q And why would it have been turned off?

A | can give you the answers that | was provided

or the discussion that | had with Assistant Director Priestap
and DAD Strzok at the time. There were concerns about | eaks.
The Bureau, obviously, was, as | understood and | testified
al ready, concerned about anyone outside of the Crossfire

Hurricane team bei ng aware of the existence of the
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investigation. So that was one of their concerns.
So that was -- to give an answer, they wanted to keep

it within the counterintelligence.

Q When you say "to give an answer", that nakes ne
think that it's not necessarily what you thought. [Is that
correct?

A Oh, no. Well, then I m sspoke. You're taking

t hat out of context.

Q That's the answer that you were given and that's
a reasonabl e answer in your view?

A At the time, | understood the answer, but |

di sagreed with it.

Q So you did disagree with it?
A Correct.
Q | "' m curious, because you said earlier, a few

m nutes ago, that this particular unit did an enhanced
val i dation, but yet, | nean, | assune, and correct nme if |'m
wong, that the individuals that are doing this enhanced
val idati on of sources, which there are probably a very speci al
category of techniques using sources in the Bureau -- this is
what |' m guessing. These people that are doing the validation
are trained and vetted, but there's a concern of |eaks com ng
out of this enhanced validation unit.

A That was what | was -- | nmean, maybe not that

unit, but there was concern about | eaks overall in the Bureau
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of anybody outside the departnent and team bei ng aware of the
exi stence of this investigation.

Q So that would seemto ne that if a decision is
made and it's not your decision, you' re being told it's being

turned off, is what |I'mhearing --

A That's correct.
Q And you disagree with that is what |'m heari ng.
A That's correct.
Q Sonmet hing so inportant that this unit is doing

evaluating the credibility of a source that's going to be used
for sone of the nost sensitive, sophisticated things, |'m
guessing, that are in the Bureau's arsenal and they're going
to stop that because of |eaks?

| nmean, that sounds like there's a very serious |eak
problemat the FBI, either then or now. That just sounds
incredible to ne, that you're willing to trade -- not you, but
there's a tradeoff of validating this source that's providing
this pretty interesting and incredible information, but yet,
the validation of that person is not going to be allowed to
conti nue because of, apparently, an internal problemat the FB

regardi ng | eaks.

Am | --
A Is that a question?
Q It's kind of a question and ki nd of maybe

restating what you said. |s that the understanding you had why

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One Alderson

94

that was being turned off, this enhanced validation?

A The reason it was turned off is they were
concerned about |eaks. Anything nore, you' d have to ask the
i ndi vidual s that nmade that deci sion.

Q Ckay. Thank you.

But M. Priestap was telling you that?

A Thr ough DAD Strzok.

Q But it's comng down fromthe ADto the DAD to
you?

A Yes.

BY MR SOVERS

Q Did they know about it because you infornmed them
that you had started this process or did they find out the
process had started in sone other way?

You said the process had started?

A | notified themthat | initiated the process.
Q And they stopped it?

A Yes.

Q What was your understandi ng of how Steel e was

collecting the information that was contained in the dossier?
A It was ny understandi ng, generally, that he had

a subsource network. | don't want to get into too nmuch detail

but he had a subsource network that provided himthe reporting.
Q So you understood that Steele, hinself,

was -- |I'Il just read fromthe IGreport and see if you have
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this understanding. That way, you don't have worry about
reveal i ng anyt hi ng.

On Roman nuneral five, the introduction to the IG
report, it says: "Steele, hinself, was not the originating
source of any of the factual information in his reporting.
Steele, instead, relied on the primry subsource for
i nformati on who used his/her network of subsources to gather
information that was then passed to Steele.”

Was that your understanding of how Steel e was gathering
i nformation?

A That's fair.

Q When did you becone aware that -- was that always
your awareness or did you becone aware at sone point in tinme
that that's how this operation worked?

A | don't know at what point in time, but | think
once we received the initial reports, | believe it was clear
that there were nultiple subsources, but exactly how he got it,
| don't renenber when we knew that.

Q | think you said earlier, but I'mgoing to ask

it again, was identifying Steele's source network inportant?

A Yes.

Q Wy ?

A It was especially inportant to have probable
cause. For each one of those sources, we needed to -- for each

one of them we needed to also determne the veracity of their
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enpl oyee as wel | .

Q So was the credibility or reliability or
unreliability of the subsources inportant?

A Yes.

Q Wuld it be fair to say that maybe the primary
subsource's reliability is actually nore inportant than
Steele's reliability?

A Not necessarily. | nean, it was -- all the
subsources' reliability was inportant.

Q " m sayi ng versus Steele, who wasn't -- Steele,
hi msel f, was not the originating source of any of the factual
information in this reporting and you relied on the primary
subsource for information. Gven that fact pattern, isn't that
primary subsource's reliability nore inportant than Steele's
reliability?

A | don't knowif | ever looked at it that way.
That's a hypothetical that |I'd have to sit down and think about,
but I just don't have an answer for you.

BY MR BAKER

Q In your experience with dealing with sources in
any of your cases, is it common that there is a network of
subsources bel ow the person who's actually reporting the
i nformation?

A It is.

BY MR SOVERS

96
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Q And you understood, | take it, that the |eve
of renoval that Steele had fromall the subsources was that he
was not talking to subsources; is that sonething you understood?

A | don't know when | understood that, sir. |
don't know if it was after the fact. There's been so nuch nedia
about it, | couldn't color as to what | knew then and what |
know t oday.

Q Do you know if you knew it while you were stil
on the investigation or --

A Sir, 1'd have to refer to a docunent or sonething
to help refresh my nenory. There's been a | ot out there.

Q | know this happened after you rotated off, but
were you aware that -- well, | don't knowif part of it happened
before you rotated off. Did you beconme aware when the FB
identified Steele's primry subsource?

A | was.

Q Were you aware they interviewed the primary

subsour ce?

A | was, because --
Q Not now.
A Right. So | was in the Washington Field Ofice

when that occurred and I knew that they had asked ot her agents
from Washington Field Ofice to participate.
Q In the --

A. In the interview
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Q -- interview?

A Yeah.

Q This was an inportant -- was this an inportant
step in your mind if you had still been on the investigation

that they identified the primary subsource; would that have been

bi g news?

A That woul d have been inportant to ne at that
poi nt .

Q Was it a topic of discussion while you were still

on the investigation, identifying the primry subsource?

A Yes.

Q D d you have any awareness of the fact that there
wer e i nconsi stencies between Steele's reporting and what the
primary subsource told the interview ng agents?

A | was not.

Q Have you ever read the summary of the primary
subsource's interview?

A | have not. | don't have a need to know and have

not read it.

Q And you didn't read it at the time?
A No. | wasn't part of the team | wasn't
i nvol ved.
Q Were you aware of concerns |ike those expressed

in February 2017 about Strzok and an email he wwote that is on

page 247 of the IGreport that "Recent interviews in the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One Alderson

i nvestigation, however, reveal Steele may not be in a positi
to judge reliability of the subsource network"?

A | was unaware of that.

Q Were you ever aware -- |eaving aside press
reporting after the fact, were you ever aware that sone of t
information Steele's primary subsource was giving Steele was
based on, quote, conversations with friends over beers, that
the primary subsource characterized the information he gave

Steel e as word-of -nouth hearsay, that the primary subsource

99

on

he

told the FBI that the information was i ntended to be taken with

a grain of salt, and that the corroboration was zero?
A Again, sir, ny menory is colored with -- it's

hard to nake a distinction on what | knew when.

Q Versus readi ng about it in press accounts?
A Absol utel y.
Q So you don't recall, even though you weren't

the investigation, you don't recall anyone on the investigat
sayi ng, Hey, we have a problemw th the primry subsource?

A | don't remenber that at all, no.

Q Were you aware while you were still on the
investigation that the primry subsource was actually a
contract enployee of Steele' s firnf

A No.

Q Were you aware that the primary subsource was

living in the United States?
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A | was.
Q At the tine?
A Well, 1'll give you the tineline. So I left

Crossfire Hurricane on January 6, 2017. The foll ow ng week,

| received -- | was asked to participate, was told that he was
identified, that the FBI had identified himand would |I be
willing to go out with another agent to that individual's home

to try to make initial contact wwth who was the primary

subsource.

| ended up doing that, establishing that contact. That
was the extent. So yes. | did know that we had identified him

Q And that was just establishing contact; that
wasn't --

A Yes. It was just to establish contact, that's
correct.

Q There was no 302 generated based on that
cont act ?

A No. | spoke with himon the phone. He was not
home. | later spoke with his attorney.

Q That's what you were basically trying to get to

was an attorney or set up an actual neeting with the individual?
A That is correct.
Q But you did not, just for the record, take part
in the actual interview of the primry subsource?

A. No, | did not.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One Alderson

101

Q Did you know why you were asked to contact him
make the initial contact versus sonebody el se?

A | don't know. Any time -- one of the
difficulties of this case at Headquarters, any tine you're
operating in another AOR Area of Responsibility, typically in
t he Washington Field Ofice Region, you need to coordinate with
that office. | was an individual who was aware of the case and

t hey needed sonebody to go out and knock on the door.

So | received a call, Can you assist? Sure. | can help
you.

Q Were you asked to sit in on the interview?

A | was not.
BY MR BAKER

Q In your 16 years of working

counterintelligence, was this the first case that you had been
involved in that was worked out of Headquarters?

A Yes.

Q Did that, in and of itself, seemunusual or the
circunstances justified? Wat are your thoughts on that?

A The need for conpartnentation, the need to have
access to high-level individuals in the FBI to nake deci sions,
with the overriding i ssues of conpartnentation, | understood
t hat .

Q Are you aware of other cases, naybe ones you

didn't work, that were worked at Headquarters for the reasons
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you just cited?

A | am
Q s it common? Extraordinary?
A It happens. It happens when, again, there is

a need for conpartnentation where | have seen it or you need
deci sion nmakers at the Headquarters | evel.

Q | think at sone point, and this may be after
you' re gone, the individual pieces got farned out to field
of fices, which would, in ny understanding, kind of be the norm
You have one case that went to Chicago. One, | think, went to
New York. One went to Washington Field, and sort of it went
back to the nodel that | would think is the normal.

How was that able to happen when | ooking at the reasons
you said were to be centralized at Headquarters? Wat changes
that now allows it to be back at the field offices?

A | don't know those considerations, sir.

MR. BAKER:  Ckay.
BY MR SOVERS

Q Do you know why your tenporary duty assi gnnent
was allowed to expire, why you were rotated off?

A | asked to go back to the Washington Field
Ofice.

Q | think we just discussed how Steel e was
collecting his information. Wat was your understandi ng of why

Steele was collecting the informati on that he had?
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A At a certain point, | was aware that he was
collecting this information for an entity that was conducting
opposi tion research.

Q You weren't aware that he was collecting
information for the DNC?

A | don't know when | knew that.

Q If I could just read on Footnote 223, this is

| ong, but basically ny question at the end is whether you recal

receiving this email, but let nme read the email
A Sure.
Q Footnote 223 of the IGreport, this is on page

98. It says: "An FBI agent fromanother FBI Field Ofice sent
an email to his supervisor stating that he had been contacted

by a fornmer CHS who, quote, was contacted recently by a coll eague
who runs an investigative firm The firmwas hired by two
entities, the Denocratic National Conmmttee as well as another

i ndi vidual not nanmed, to explore Donald J. Trunp's | ongstandi ng
ties to Russia.”

On or about August 2, 2016, this information was shared
by the supervisor with the section chief, intelligence analysis
section, intelligence section chief, which is going to be
Jonat han Modffa, who provided it to nenbers of the Crossfire
Hurricane team then Section Chief Peter Strzok, |l and
t he supervisor of intel analysts, end gquote.

Do you recall on or about August 2, 2016 receiving

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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information regarding Steele being hired by the DNC?

A So on August 2nd, | woul d have been overseas
conducting an interview | nostly likely would not have had
access to enmnil at the tine.

| don't remenber that, receiving that in August. | do
remenber in January of '17, that agent reached back out to ne.
| think that's when | made a connection between the two pieces
t here.

Q So prior to -- | think that date was January
11t h, | believe.

A That's correct. Yes.

Q Prior to that, you didn't know that the DNC -- at
| east not definitively, you didn't know the DNC was the ultimte
payer, his ultimate enpl oyer was the DNC?

A That's correct.

Q How did you becone aware on January 11th? Can

you wal k through that a little bit nore?

A Sure. The individual, | believe, that would
have sent that email in August, | think he reached back out to
me. |, | guess, having the context and perspective of being
there for four to five nonths, I think | nade the connection

at that point and then I turned himover to the next supervisor
that took over for nme on Crossfire Hurricane.
Q Did you tell anyone el se what you | earned from

the field agent?
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A | don't renenber doing so;, however, | CCd the
i ncom ng supervisor as well as there were others that were on
that email on January 11th that were still on the team

Q The supervisor that -- I'"'mjust trying to
remenber, because, obviously, the case was divided a little
differently when you were on it versus --

[ M. Soners peruses docunent. ]

BY MR BAKER
Q Wiile he's |ooking for that --
A Yeah.
Q -- what was your reason for wanting to go back

to Washington Field? This seens |like a pretty big case, maybe
one of the biggest cases for the Bureau, certainly in recent
times, and it's right up your area of expertise,
counterintelligence. Wy the desire to go back to Washi ngton
Fi el d?

A | had a professional disagreenent with stopping
t he enhanced validation review

Q Ckay. W tal ked about that earlier. You're
aware, |I'msure, that that was restarted not |ong after you
rotated off. Are you aware of that?

A |*ve read that.

Q |"mjust curious. The reasons you were given
for the enhanced validation stopping when you reconmended t hat

it be done, how would those conditions that were given to you,
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t he possibly of the |eaks, how would that have been resol ved
by the tine this validation restarted again?

It seens to me based on not just this case, but others,
the Bureau's problemw th | eaking continues to this day. So
what changed for the powers that started it agai n?

What was their confidence that their concerns when they
stopped it when you initiated it, what happened that they feel
confortable a year, a little over a year, later to start it up
agai n?

A | don't know. You'd have to ask those

i ndi vi dual s who made t he deci si on.

Q Who did you have the professional disagreenent
wi t h?

A | guess at that point, it would be Bill Priestap.

Q And your position was that the validation, the

enhanced val i dation, should go forward?

A That's correct.
Q And his view was that it shouldn't?
A That it shouldn't, that counterintelligence

shoul d continue on with their validation.
Q And, | nean, did he el aborate on that at all?
A No. It's just the facts that | gave you
concer ned about | eaks.
Q But what concerns did you argue with himfor

doi ng the enhanced val i dati on?
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A This is the process, this is what we do, this
is what we al ways do.

| recogni zed the significance of his reporting, the use
in a FISA application. | had questions about our intel
val i dation was ongoing in the Counterintelligence D vision, and
all of that contributed to ny professional disagreenent.

Q Did anyone weigh in on your side with M.
Priestap? M. Strzok? Anybody?

A No. Case Agent 1, he did, as did a staff
operations specialist that was working with us.

Q Were your concerns considered or was the
stoppi ng of the process determned by M. Priestap and that was
the | aw of the | and?

A "' massum ng he considered them | gave himny
rati onal e and he nmade the deci sion.

Q But this was a concern that you were so
passi onate about that it nade you term nate your association
with the case, the team and go back to the Washington Field
Ofice?

A It was.

MR. BAKER: Thank you.
BY MR SOMERS:

Q |"mjust |ooking at the January chart here in

the IGreport. At that point in tinme, there were two SSAs

assigned to the case. It |looks |ike one was handling the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One Alderson

108

M chael Flynn investigation and the George Papadopol ous
i nvestigation and the other was handling the Carter Page
investigation and the person who's identified as SSA 3.
| don't know if someone can tell ne. | don't know who
SSA 3 is, but whoever SSA 3 is, | understand that SSA 3 is who
you gave the email to or CC d on the emil
A l"'mtrying go to the key here. SSA 3, are you
asking ne do I know who SSA 3 is?
Q Yes.
B V¢ need to go off for a second.
[ Counsel for witness confer.]

BY MR SOVERS

Q Do you know i f the person -- the supervisory
speci al agent that you CC d on the email |inking up the agent
that had the information that we discussed earlier, | believe

is an agent in a field office; is that correct?

A That sounds right.

Q Do you know if that supervisory special agent
that you gave -- you CC d on the enmail reported to Jen Boone?

A Did you say did he report the infornmation?

Q No. Did he report to? Was that his

supervi sor?
A Yes.
Q kay. It's likely SSA 3, but, obviously, no one

here knows who SS3 i s.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One Alderson

109

A l"msorry. | don't know.

Q That's okay. It's not your fault.

Do you recall receiving, directly or indirectly, sone
outreach fromthe State Departnent about Christopher Steele and

Kat hl een Kaval ec?

A | do renenber that.

Q D d you ever speak wi th Kathl een Kaval ec?

A No.

Q Did you assign anyone to speak wi th Kaval ec?
A No.

Q Wy not ?

A

We had a liaison at the State Departnment and that
was his job.

Q Way did you nake the decision never to interview
Kat hy Kaval ec?

A VWhat was the question? Like what do you expect
me to interview about?

Q About information she received from Chri st opher
St eel e.

A So ny recollectionis -- | don't renenber her
receiving information. M recollection of that event was that
she was aware of how our teamwas traveling to a foreign country
to talk to him and that was ny understandi ng of what she knew
and that's what | engaged with our liaison at State Departnent

about .
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Q So you thought you had enough information from
the liaison at the State Departnent; the sane FBI liaison to
the State Departnent, you thought provided enough information
about what Kat hl een Kaval ec had to report about Chri stopher
St eel e?

A Fromwhat | renmenber fromthe email exchange
bet ween nyself and the FBI's Departnment of State |iaison, | was
just tracking an issue that she had becone aware of our travel

to neet with the source.

Q You weren't aware that she nmet with Christopher
St eel e?

A | was not aware.

Q According to the IGreport, the section chief

forwarded you information that Kaval ec had net with Christopher
Steele. You don't recall receiving that infornmation?

A | don't recall receiving that.

Q | f she had information such as the -- you know,
if she had information regarding an inaccuracy in Steele's
reporting, would that have been inportant information to have

gotten to the teanf

A. Yes.
Q | think, according to the IG report, Kaval ec
advi sed the FBlI section chief in an email information rel ated

to an investigation of Steele's firmhad been conducti ng.

"The section chief forwarded the docunent to |

110
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1 t he sanme day."

2 And that information was that there was a reference to
3 Steele reporting to a Russian consul ate being |located in M am
4 when there is no Russian consulate in Mam . Wre you ever

5 aware of that fact?

6 A It was brought up to ne by the |G but that's
7 It

8 Q But not at the tinme?

9 A Not at the tine.

10 Q And then also in that neeting -- | think this
11 was conveyed in the email -- Steele said in a the neeting he

12 had with Kaval ec i n undertaking the investigation at, quote,
13 t he behest of an institution he declined to identify that had
14 been hacked, closed quote, which, | nmean, isn't definitively

15 the DNC, but | think the informati on woul d i ndi cate the DNC.

16 Did you ever receive that information?

17 A | have no recollection of receiving that

18 i nformation.

19 Q The 1 G report indicates that you, Peter Strzok

20 Li sa Page, a supervisory intel analyst, and the OGC unit chi ef
21 travel ed abroad and net with persons who previously had

22 prof essional contacts with Steele or had know edge of his work.
23 Do you recall that trip?

24 A | do.

25 Q Was it nmultiple persons you net with?

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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A The forumthat | renmenber neeting in was -- yeah
There were multiple people, I think fromtwo different agencies.

Q Was that the purpose of the trip?

A | believe so, yes.

Q Do you know why Lisa Page attended the trip?

A | do not.

Q Do you recall when the OGC unit chief attended
the trip?

A | do not.

Q VWhat did you learn fromthe trip about Steele?

A | don't remenber | earning anything about
Steele. | renmenber having di scussions about the Russian

mal i gned foreign influence and a new threat energing, which was
their use of social nedia. W were discussing the broader
guesti ons.

Q But the purpose of the neeting was to |learn nore

about Steel e?

O of the trip. I'msorry.
A That was not what | understood the purpose of
that nmeeting to be. | don't think in that forumthat |

participated in that Chris Steel e was di scussed.

Q So you were not -- and it does not indicate you
were. |'mjust asking.

You weren't in any neetings that Priestap and Strzok

did get sone information about Steele?
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In the report, on page 182 of the I1Greport, it indicates
that Priestap and Strzok gave notice of the feedback they
recei ved about Steele, sone of which was positive and sone of
whi ch was negative. You don't recall --

A | think you're conflating maybe two different
trips. So Bill Priestap did not travel with us.

BY MR BAKER

Q I f you know, who did Lisa Page work for?

A She worked for who | believe to be the deputy
director.

Q And that woul d be?

A Andy McCabe.

Q Did you ever have a concern as the SSA with

either the trips or any neetings that Lisa Page was at that
i nformati on com ng out of the neeting or what was di scussed at
the nmeeting would be, for lack of a better word, hotlined by
Ms. Page to M. MCabe before you as the SSA could report it
up to M. Strzok or Priestap or the acting section chief? Ws
t hat ever a concern?

A No. It was never a concern of m ne.

MR. SOMERS: | think we are out of tinme for this hour.
So it's 1:20. W'Il go off the record.

[ Wher eupon, at 1:19 p.m, a lunch recess was taken, to

reconvene at 2:00 p.m this sanme day.]
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AFTERNOON SESSI ON
M5. ZDEB: It's 2:05. W can go back on the record.
FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY THE M NORI TY
BY MS. ZDEB:

Q Bef ore the break, you spoke a bit about
conversati ons between George Papadopol ous and a confidenti al
human source in whi ch Papadopol ous nmade conments to the effect
of coordinating with Russia would be treasonous. | just wanted
to ask a couple of quick foll owps about that.

I n your experience, do subjects or targets of an
i nvestigation sonetines deny that they are engaged in crim nal
conduct ?

A Yes.

Q And, in your experience, should an agent or a
prosecutor stop investigating a particular individual just
because that individual denies engaging in crine?

A No.

Q Shoul d the FBI close a counterintelligence
i nvestigation just because a U S. person denies wittingly
coordinating with a foreign power?

A No.

Q And, in other words, there could still be a
legitimate reason to investigate that U S. person, because he
could be either wittingly working with a foreign governnment and

| ying about it or he could be unwittingly working with a foreign
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governnment, and in either case, there would still be a basis
for the FBI to investigate?

A That is accurate.

Q Turning back to the Steele Dossier for a mnute
you were asked a nunmber of questions about his election
reporting. The IG report, obviously, spends a fair anount of
time discussing it as well. | have a couple of questions just
to put that reporting in context.

So Crossfire Hurricane was opened by the FBI on July
31, 2016. You said before the break that you didn't personally
beconme aware of Steele's reporting until Septenber 19th and,

i ndeed, the Inspector Ceneral determned that the Crossfire
Hurricane team as a whole did not beconme aware of his reporting
until Septenber 19th such that, to quote the Inspector General,
the Steel e Dossier played no role in the opening of Crossfire
Hur ri cane.

Are you aware of any evidence that disputes that finding

by the I G?
A No.
Q As | nentioned earlier, the Inspector Cenera

testified before our commttee | ast Decenber, and when asked
about the role that the Carter Page FI SA and the errors that
he identified played in the |arger Russian investigation, he
testified that those that related to M. Christopher Steele did

not call into question any of the special counsel's report.
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Are you aware of any evidence that contradicts the
| nspector General's testinony that none of the FISA errors cal
into question any part of Special Counsel Muieller?

MR BERGER I'Ill direct you not to answer.

M5. ZDEB: |'masking for his personal --

MR. BERGER  Yes.

M5. ZDEB: And the basis?

MR, BERGER |I'mdirecting himnot to answer with
respect to any role he played in the Wods verification, the
first FISA application.

MS. ZDEB: That's not what |'m asking about.

MR. BERGER: Can you repeat the question?

BY Ms. ZDEB:

Q So the Inspector Ceneral identified what we
considered to be a variety of FISA errors. Recognizing that
you do not necessarily buy into that characterization, when the
| nspector Ceneral testified before our conmttee, he said that
none of those what he considers to be errors played -- call into
question any part of Special Counsel Mieller's report.

So the question | amasking is whether you are aware
of any evidence that contradicts the Inspector General's
testinmony that none of the, again, what he characterizes as FlI SA
errors call into question any part of the special counsel's
report.

MR. BERGER |I'mjust going to direct himnot to answer.
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That is really hypothesizing. The premse is that the
| nspector General is accurate in identifying the errors. |'m
not going to assune that.

You' re asking a hypothetical question. There's no
reality behind it. So I"'mgoing to direct himnot to answer
fromhis perspective.

BY Ms. ZDEB

Q Former Deputy Attorney Ceneral Rod Rosenstein,
who supervised the Mieller investigation, testified before our
commttee in June of this year. He was asked whet her he could
identify which findings in Special Counsel Mieller's 448-page
report relies on information fromthe Steele Dossier, and M.
Rosenstein said "I don't believe there is any such informtion”
meani ng he is unaware of any information in the Mieller Report
that relies in any way on Christopher Steele's election
reporting.

Do you have any evidence that contradicts M.
Rosenstein's statenent that none of the findings in the Mieller
Report rely on the Steel e Dossier?

A | haven't fully reviewed the Mieller Report to
be able to speak intelligently about it.

Q But sitting here today, you're certainly not
aware of any aspect of that report that relies on the Steele
Dossi er ?

MR. BERGER He hasn't read the report. He's not aware
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of all of its text. So he can't possibly answer that question.
BY Ms. ZDEB:

Q Since the G report was rel eased, we've heard
argunments that the FBI should not have been investigating Carter
Page in the first place and that the Inspector Ceneral's
concl usi ons, which, again, | understand you may take issue wth,
underm ne the entire individual counterintelligence
investigation into Carter Page. So | would like to just ask
you a coupl e of questions about that individual investigation
and its basis.

On page 321 of the IGreport, it indicates that on
Oct ober 17, 2016, which is shortly before the FBI sought FISA
authority on Page, Page told a confidential human source that
he wanted to develop a research institute using a, quote, open
checkbook fromthe Russians, and you told the |Inspector General
that Page's comment about an open checkbook from Russi a brought
you closer to believing that Page may have actually been acting
as an agent of a foreign power.

s that an accurate characterization of what you told
t he I nspector General?

A Yes.

Q Can you explain why hearing that comment from
Carter Page brought you closer to believing that he may have
been acting as an agent of a foreign power?

A Sure. So, obviously, if you have an open
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checkbook with Russians, and by Russians, in the context of that
entire discussion about the Russian Federation, for himto have
an open checkbook to initiate a think tank here speaks to the
concerns for national security that | had that he woul d be,
ostensi bly, supporting their maligned foreign influence
efforts in the United States and, therefore, would be
acting -- being paid by the Russian Federation to do so would
be acting as an agent of that foreign power.

Q And, in your view, that was a
counterintelligence concern that the FBlI shoul d have
i nvestigated further?

A It was.

Q The I G report al so describes, and this is on page
222, how in an August 2016 neeting with a confidential human
source, and this is after WKkil eaks had rel eased thousands of
emai | s that had been hacked by Russia and Carter Page said that
there woul d be an October surprise and referenced, quote, a next
emai | dunp with these 333,000 emails, you know, which was,
presumably, referring to the -- I'"'msorry -- 33,000 email s,
presumably referring to the Hillary dinton emails.

Wy woul d those comrents be concerning froma
counterintelligence perspective?

A Again, using his words and | ooking at the
original predicate with regards to an anonynous | eak of danagi ng

information for Hillary Cinton and Barack Cbama, it appeared
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based on his statenent that he was privy to that effort.

Q So is it fair to say that given the facts known
and unknown to the FBI at the tine regarding Carter Page that,
in your view, the FBI had a legitimte basis to | ook at hi mwhen
exam ni ng the question of whether there were potential ties
bet ween the Trunp Canpai gn and Russi a?

A Yes. W should have run an investigation.

Q My col | eague asked you a nunber of questions
about Christopher Steele's source network, and ny inpression
is that you were being fairly careful in how you described those
sources. |'ve always understood sources and net hods to be
things that the FBlI takes great pains to protect. |s that an
accurat e assunption?

A It is.

Q And as a general nmatter, why is it inportant to
protect sources?

A Qobviously, at tines, their lives could be at
risk. Their livelihoods could be at risk.

Q And, in general, can you speak to what the risks
are of publicly disclosing the identity of a source?

A You know, pretty nmuch what | stated there. |
nmean, the goal is to have a covert, if not a clandesti ne,
relationship with an individual that could provide information
at tinmes, things that they don't want naybe the public to know

what they're tal king about, and that can have a serious inpact
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on their life, to include, you know, their life.

Q And gi ven your experience with Russia in
particular, would you agree that those risks to sources,
including potentially to their lives, are anplified when the
source is |located in Russia?

A Absolutely. | think you can | ook at recent
events about that, but specifically the assassination of
Litvinenko in 2006, | believe, they have the neans to carry out
t hi ngs outside of Russia as well.

Q In addition to physical threats to the safety
and of the life of sources, is there -- when the identity of
a source is revealed, is there sone risk, in your view, that
that has a chilling effect of the FBI's ability to recruit
addi ti onal sources?

A Absol utely. Yeah. | nean, who's going to want
to cooperate and provide information or enter into that covert
relationship if we can't protect their identity?

Q So along simlar lines, if a source whose
identity is publicly revealed is a current source who is
currently providing information to the FBI, in your view, does
the act of exposing that current source's identity nmake it |ess
likely that that source will continue being someone who
cooperates wth the FBI?

A Yes.

Q Can you speak to, just in general, the inpact
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of dissuading the cooperation with current and

future -- dissuading cooperation by current and future sources
in that way woul d be specifically with respect to the Bureau's
counterintelligence and counterterrorism in other words,

nati onal security m ssion?

A Coul d you rephrase that question, if you don't
m nd?

Q So you just agreed with the general prem se that
identifying either a current or a forner source could have a
chilling effect on the Bureau's ability to continue getting
information froma specific source or recruiting future
sources. So ny question is what is the inpact of that chilling
effect on the Bureau's ability to carry out its
counterintelligence and counterintelligence m ssion?

B Can we go off for a mnute?

M5. ZDEB: Um hum

[ Counsel for the FBI and the wi tness confer.]

THE WTNESS: So to answer that question, |'ll speak
for nyself. It's drawing from ny professional experience and
not the Bureau.

Yes, and particularly with the Russia threat that |'m
famliar with and worked, it is a consideration and it is
sonet hing that we are concerned with as and when sources are
exposed publicly, how that has a serious effect on the ability

to find other individuals that would be willing to be -- would
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want to volunteer to us or that we would recruit.

Does that answer your question?
BY Ms. ZDEB

Q It does. So it's fair to infer from your
response that the FBI depends on confidential sources in order
to carry out its counterintelligence and counterterrorism work?

A | depend on sources for that, yes.

Q Are you aware that DQJ recently declassified the
FBI's meno summari zing the January 2017 interview with
Chri stopher Steele's primary subsource and that, shortly after
the neno was posted on our committee's website, a bl ogger was
able to deduce the identity of that subsource, which was pretty

shortly thereafter publicized by the Russian state-owned news

outlet, RT?
A |"ve heard that.
Q And based on your personal experience working

in counterintelligence investigations involving Russia, what
are the possi bl e consequences of exposing the prinmary
subsource's identity?

A Hypot hetically and how | would -- mnmy concerns
woul d be that we would be less likely to receive other
individuals willing to cooperate with the U S. Governnent or
the FBI as a source.

Q Are there also risks to the primary subsource's

safety or the safety of the primary subsource's own source
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net wor k?

A Yes.

M5. ZDEB: | think that's it for us this round. It's
2:25. W can go off the record.

[ D scussion held off the record.]

MR SOMERS: It is 2:25. W wll go back on the record
for our next record round of questioning.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY THE MAJORI TY

BY MR SOVERS

Q On August 17, 2016, you took part in a strategic
intelligence briefing of the Trunp Canpaign; is that correct?

A O a Republican nom nee for President and two
ot her i ndi vi dual s.

Q Who were those two other individual s?

A One was Ceneral Flynn, Mchael Flynn. The

other one was Chris Christie.

Q Wiy were you chosen to take part in that
briefing?
A | would -- | do not know. | would be

hypot hesi zi ng.

Q | think, earlier, you indicated that in the
past, the only defensive -- this would be what you woul d cal
a defensive briefing; is that correct?

Can we use that ternf

A. | think under this context, the termthat was
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used an "adnoni shnent".

Q An adnoni shnent ?
A Yeah.
Q | think, earlier, you testified that in terns

of defensive briefings, adnoni shnents, the ones that you had

participated in the past have been defensive briefings of other

FBI personnel. Do | hear that correctly?
A That's correct.
Q So this would be the first tinme you' d adnoni shed

or defensively briefed a political candidate?

A That's correct.

Q So you didn't have any particul ar expertise in
doi ng, quote-unquote, defensive briefings?

A No.

Q Who told you that you were going to be doing the

def ensi ve briefing?

A Peter Strzok

Q What was your response to his instruction?

A When is the briefing? | asked when the briefing
was.

Q Do you recall how far in advance this was?

A It was a week, nmaybe, | believe.

Q VWhat did he tell you as to why you were doing

the briefing?

A He et nme know that prior to ODNI providing their
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1 other classified briefings to the two presidential candi dates

2 as well as their vice presidential candidates, that he was aware
3 that the President, at the tinme President Cbama, wanted to

4 ensure that everyone received an FBlI counterintelligence and

5 security brief.

6 Q Where did you get the information that you

7 included in your -- this is a larger briefing, you said with

8 ot her nenbers of the |I.C. Were did you gather the information
9 that you briefed the candi dates and his two advi sors on?

10 A | nmean, | created a format from FBI hol di ngs.

11 Q Did you have a neeting about this briefing prior
12 to it happening with other people at the FBI?

13 A We had nock sessions. | provided ny outline to

14 two i ndividual s. Yes.

15 Q Who attended those nock sessions?

16 A From what | remenber, Peter Strzok, Jonathan

17 Moffa, Lisa Page, | think. | know that they did, maybe others
18 too.

19 Q You're going to get this question fromne a |ot:

20 Do you have any understandi ng of why Lisa Page was at your nocks?
21 A | don't. | didn't find it unusual

22 Q You didn't find it unusual because she was in

23 alot of things or you didn't find it unusual that there was

24 a lawer in the deputy director's office in the nocks?

25 A. | didn't find it unusual because she was around
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all the tine.

Q Were you also instructed as part of your task
other than giving the briefing, were you instructed that you
were to actively listen for topics or questions regarding the
Russi an Federati on?

A Yes.

Q Who gave you that instruction or an instruction
to that extent?

A Peter Strzok.

Q Who in particular -- was there anyone in
particul ar you were supposed to listen to?

A So we had a predicate subject in the room as
we' ve al ready established, CGeneral Flynn.

Q General Flynn. Were you supposed to, you know,
actively listen to himnore than the others or was it just you
were supposed to listen to all three individuals in the roon?

A Al three of those individuals were part of the
Trunp team So | had an investigation and we had yet to define
ot her potential subjects. So if anyone on the Trunp team you
know, made a statenent regardi ng the Russian Federation, | was
there to note it and record it.

Q And you were only supposed to actively listen
for information regarding Russia or were you supposed to
actively listen for information regarding other foreign

adversari es?
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A Just Russi a.

Q According to the IGreport, it says that you told
the O fice of Inspector Ceneral that Flynn nade comrents during
exchanges with the ODNI briefers on nany subjects unrelated to
Russia and that you did not docunent those because information
was not pertinent to any FBlI interests. Wy were those other
topi cs not pertinent?

A So that briefing alone, a very highly classified
briefing as you can imagine, it was not appropriate for nme to
report what those briefers were saying. |In particular for
CGeneral Flynn, all that | knew was he was a subject and | was
going to wite down what he said about the Russian Federation

specific to the Crossfire Hurricane case.

Q And you docunented that in a 302; is that
correct?

A | believe it was an E.C.

Q So you did create a witten summary of the
briefing?

A | have.

Q "Il try to fornulate this in a question: |
think it |leaves sonmething out if you ask -- if you only wite

down what he said about Russia and he said things about other
countries as well and you only report back what he asked about
Russia, doesn't that give you a m sinpression of what it was

that Flynn was really concerned with in the briefing?
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A That wasn't inportant to us and our goal s about
what he was concerned about; however, if he rmade statenent that
| determ ned was, again, a threat to national security or a
violation of law, I would have recorded it at that tine.

Q Was this E.C. sonething that could possibly be

turned over in future litigation?

A Sur e.

Q Crimnal litigation?

A Possi bl y.

Q So you didn't -- if he asked the sane question
about China that he did about Russia, you didn't -- for
instance -- |'mnot asking whether he did, but you wouldn't have

docunented if he said the exact sane thing about China that he
di d about Russi a?

A | did not.

Q Did anyone at the FBI express concerns about
your attendance at the briefing?

A | don't renenber

Actually, no. No one had concerns or voiced themto

Q Do you know if you were the originally-schedul ed
briefer of this briefing or was there soneone el se who was
supposed to do it?

A | was not. Peter Strzok was to be the person

to provide the briefing.
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Q Do you know why he did not do it?
| do. He was involved in a prior investigation

m dyear and | think it was |ooked at -- the optics of that. He
was going to be briefing, you know, providing the sane briefing
to Candi date Cinton.

Q You provided the identical briefing to the
Trunmp -- then Candidate Trunp and his two advisors as you did
to Secretary dinton?

A Secretary Cinton and Vice President Pence and

Kai ne, Ti m Kai ne.

BY MR BAKER
Q Who made the decision to take Strzok out?
A | don't know.
Q Was there a discussion as to who should

substitute himthat you' re aware of ? Wre you approved?

A | was not part of any of those discussions. M
only visibility to that process was when Pete canme down and
notified nme, told ne what | told you, the purpose as well as
that he was the original person that was going to do it and it
was determ ned he would not be doing it.

Q So you were just told the what, the where, and
that you were the one doing it?

A. Yes, sSir.

Q Did you know i n advance how nmuch tine you woul d

be allotted for the official presentation that you were to nmake?

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One Alderson

A Yes. So we knew that the ODN briefings overal
were going to be about two hours in length and there was
approximately 10 briefers, so about 10 m nutes of a briefing
provided for C. 1. security briefing and adnoni shnment. That's
pretty nmuch what | understood was how nuch tinme | had.

Q So then the rest of your tine, you just nade
not es about the nunber of times and topics that Russia canme up

on?

Q Did you make any notes about any observations
t hat you rmade?

A No. | don't believe so.
BY MR SOMERS:

Q Did you find anything problematic -- | asked if
ot hers found anything problematic. D d you find anything
probl emati c about using this strategic intelligence briefing

to gather information on Flynn or Christie or Trunp?

A No.
Q The 1 G report says that part of what you were
doi ng there was you wanted to gauge, | think the quote is, norns

to conpare his mannerisns in a future interview.

A That's correct.
Q What does that nean, "nornms" or "nannerisns"?
A Sure. Wen you're -- any time that you consi der

that you' re going to conduct an interview, you want to establish
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a baseline of how a person acts, how they sit, how they speak,
their tone prior. That hel ps you during a possible eventual
subj ect interview that you have sonething to conpare that to.

Q Did you use any of the norns or mannerisns that
you learned at this August 17th strategic intelligence
briefing; did you apply any of those observations to the January
24, 2017 interview you conducted with Ceneral Flynn?

MR, BERGER |I'mgoing to direct himnot to answer that
guesti on.

MR SOMERS: On what basis?

MR. BERGER Because there is a parallel investigation
by the U.S. Attorney and we are going to be participating in
that. | will not authorize himto answer any questions about
t hat .

MR. SOMERS: Just for the record, the FBlI has no
objection to himanswering that question?

B "he FBI has no objection.

BY MR SOMVERS:

Q Did the Justice Departnment know that you were
going to use that August 17, 2016 strategic intelligence
briefing to observe Flynn and/or Christie and then Candi date
Trunp?

A | don't know. | had very mninmal interaction
wi th anybody in the Justice Departnent.

Q So you don't know whet her the Justice Departnent
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was i nfornmed?

A | don't.

MR. SOMERS:. Your | ast objection applies just to the
January 24th interview? Were are we? | nean, | don't need --

MR. BERGER Well, it's not just confined to the
interview itself, but the inception, decisionmaking that he
made prior to that, and reporting afterwards. You can try.
BY MR SOMERS:

Q Let nme try. The FBI had an investigation of

General Flynn open since, basically, the inception of Crossfire

Hurri cane on August 16, 2016, | believe is the date; is that
correct?

A That sounds about right.

Q VWhat was the predication for that?

MR. BERGER: |I'mgoing to direct himnot to answer.

BY MR SOVERS

Q On or about January 4, 2016, did you approve a
menmo witten by an agent in the Washington Field closing the
i nvestigation?

MR BERGER | direct himnot to answer.
BY MR SOVERS

Q Did you at sone point in tinme beconme aware of
phone calls between CGeneral Flynn and Russian Anbassador
Ki sl yak?

MR. BERGER: | direct himnot to answer.
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BY MR SOMERS:

Q Did you ever have any discussion within the
Bureau or attorneys at the Departnent of Justice regarding the
Logan Act?

MR. BERGER: |1'mgoing to direct himnot to answer.
BY MR SOMERS:

Q Prior to being assigned to Crossfire Hurricane
had you ever worked on a case involving a violation of the
Forei gn Agents Registration Act?

MR. BERGER |I'mgoing direct himnot to answer.
BY MR SOMERS:
Q Same question regarding the Logan Act.
MR. BERGER: | direct himnot to answer.
MR. SOMERS: For the record, the FBI has no objection
to any of those questions that | just posed, himanswering thenf
B "he FBI has no objection to those questions
as posed.
MR. SOMERS: |'mgoing to switch topics again.

MR. BERGER  Ckay.

BY MR BAKER:
Q Let me ask a general question, just about how
sonmet hing works. It doesn't have to be related to this case.

You have a field office that is handling a case or may
be a part of a case. It's overseen by Headquarters. A field

office either refers the | ead back to Headquarters as being
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conpleted or the case, they wite it up as to be closed or they're
closing it and they're notifying Headquarters.

Does Headquarters have the final say if the field office
can, in fact, close the case or is it reviewed by a program
manager at Headquarters to see if there's any other |eads that
t he program nanager at Headquarters thi nks need to be done
before it's appropriate to close the case?

A It depends on the case; however, the field
of fice has the authority to close the case.

Q kay. Would it be unusual for a -- if a field
of fice closes the case, can Headquarters cone back and say,

Well, you didn't interview this person or you didn't cover this
lead, it needs to be -- those needs to be covered before you

can officially close it?

A. Yes.
Q So that's not unusual ?
A. No. |'ve seen it before.

MR BAKER  Ckay.
BY MR SOMVERS:

Q Al right. Switching off of the Flynn matter,
the 1Greport indicates that through you, the team advi sed
Ol. -- 1 guess that's DQJ -- based on information from Steel e,
Steele was specifically hired by an individual to provide
i nformati on on Candi date Trunp's business affairs and contacts

wi th Russi an.
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Then it says you provided information that Steele was
never advi sed of the notivation of the individual who hired him
Is that your recollection, that Steele, to your know edge,
Steel e was never advised of the notivation of the individual
who hired hin®

A To give you a little bit of background and
context on that email exchange, as | stated on the record, ny
role by policy and process was not to be involved in the drafting
of the FISA application, nor was it to engage with DO attorneys
and, clearly, the record shows that.

On this case, the Case Agent 1 was out of the office
and there was information that O 1. needed. | did not have a
day-to-day command of the facts as opposed to sonme of the fol ks
on the teamthat had institutional know edge in specific and
coul d answer that question. So that's why that says with help
fromthe team this is the response.

So, again, with the help of the Crossfire Hurricane
team | drafted that emmil.

Q So soneone gave you the information that you
included in the email ?

A That's correct.

Q So you weren't aware that, for instance, | think
there's notes that Steele allowed the 1Gs office to review that
say that Steele told Handling Agent 1 the Denocratic Party

associ ates are paying for Fusion GPS s research and that the
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ultimate client was the | eadership of the dinton Presidential
Canpai gn and the candi date was aware of Steele's reporting?

You weren't aware of information |like that?

A Sir, | can't renmenber, again, going back -- it's
been four years -- what | renenber when. | cannot speak to that.
Q You sent the teamto a European City in QOctober

of 2016. D d they ask Steele who the ultimate -- who he was
the client for?

A | don't know.

Q There's also information that the handling
agent seenmed to know who the ultimate client was or at |east
had sonme specul ati on about it. Among other things, it says:
"The assi stant special agent in charge of the FBI Field Ofice
t ook notes of the July 13th call. The ASAC Handl i ng Agent
1 -- "Anong other things, the notes identify Sinpson as the
client of the law firmand the law firmworks for the Republican
Party or Hillary and will use the infornation described in the
report at sonme point in tinme."

You weren't aware that the handling agent seened to have
some know edge of who Steele was working for?

A. No, sir.

Q What ever information you conveyed was not your
information; you nmerely were the transmtter of the
i nformation?

A. Yes.
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Q The G report also indicates that you told the
OGteamthat the team quote, speculated Steele's information
was corroborated and used in crimnal proceedings because they
knew St eel e had been, quote, a part of, if not predicated, the
FI FA investigati on and was known to have an extensive source
network into Russian organi zed cri ne.

Let's just break that down a little bit.

"It o' d the OGthat the team-- | assunme that's
the Crossfire Hurricane -- "speculated that Steele's
i nformation was corroborated."

Way did they speculate the information was

corroborat ed?

A So |'ve had the opportunity to go back and read
ny transcripts over 30 hours fromny IGtestinony. | said
"specul ate" three tinmes. |If | would have known that nmny

testi nony woul d have boiled dowmn to that word in the I1G report,
| woul d have said sonething different.

| think I was taken out of context with regard to that.
| understood that that was the case. So when | was | ooking at
those facts, that was ny understanding at the tine.

| think the speculation part is | specul ated or
believed that the teamthat was doing the validation on the inte
side were doing their job. That's what | specul at ed.

Q So you weren't actually specul ating; you

shoul dn't have used the word?
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A Correct. That was taken out of context.

Q But there woul d, obviously, have been -- why
this has been singled out because there's people at the FBI that
coul d answer that question. Was it your understandi ng that
peopl e had asked those people at the FBI or at the Justice
Departnment that could answer the question and asked themthe
guestion?

| s that your understanding, that Crossfire Hurricane
had done that?

A | understood that, through ny observations,
that the process was occurring as it normally had, if not better
than normally had. W actually had O I. attorneys in our space
working with Case Agent 1 as well as OGC attorneys. That
typically doesn't happen in the field. It should happen in
classified calls when conveying information.

So | saw the exchange of information occurring from-- |
had no reason to believe that what was in the application wasn't
anything nore than the nost accurate recent information that
we had.

Q So you didn't know the FIFA case agent or the
prosecutor on the FIFA case told us that, to their
knowl edge -- told OG to their know edge, that Steele did not
have any role in the investigation hinself, he did not provide
court testinony, and that information did not appear in

i ndi ctments, search warrants, or other court filings?
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A | was unaware of that.

Q And then, also, you were not aware that
according to Handling Agent 1, he was clear to the Crossfire
Hurricane team concerning Steele's role and Steel e had provi ded
| eads and not evidence in the FIFA case; are you aware of that?

A "' m sorry?

Q According to Handling Agent 1, he was clear with
the Crossfire Hurricane team concerning Steele's role and that
Steel e had provided | eads and not evidence in the FIFA case.
You were unaware of that interaction with Handling Agent 17?

MR. BERGER: Can we stop for a nonent? | would |ike
to just talk.

MR. SOMERS: Yes.

[ M. Berger confers with the w tness.]

THE WTNESS: To answer your question, for Crossfire

Hurricane team | can tell you that Handling Agent 1 never

provided that information directly to ne. |If he provided to
anybody else, | can't speak to that. No one ever conveyed that
to me.

BY MR SOMERS:

Q | know we've had a little bit of discussion about
that and just to revisit what was and was not included fromthe
confidential human source consensual nmonitoring with Carter
Page, what was included in the FISA application and what was

not included in the FISA application. A couple of points that
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were not included, the OGreport states and I'll try just read
as little as | can here, but it's on page 170:

"We further noted the docunents in the Wods file
specifically stated that Page denies nmeeting with
Sechin/ Diveykin and said that he, quote, stayed clear of the
efforts of the Republican platformcomittee and knew not hi ng
about Wkileaks. Neither Case Agent 1 nor |l noticed this
i nconsi stency during their Wods procedures even though instant
messages showed [ 2/ so knew as of Cctober 17 that Page
deni ed ever know ng Di veykin.

Do you know or have any recollection of why the denials

of Page know ng Sechin and D veykin didn't nmake it into the FISA

appl i cation?

MR, BERGER I'll direct himnot to answer.

MR. SOMERS: On what grounds?

MR. BERGER: The grounds that we don't have the draft
of the FISA application that ny client reviewed and he has no
reference to determ ne whether any of that is accurate as a
firsthand witness. He has nothing to aid his recollection as
to what he actually saw. Therefore, he's unable to answer that
guesti on.

He does not have enough information available to him
to answer that question because he does not have that draft of
the FISA application that he actually revi ewed.

MR. SOMERS: | don't think that's the question. MW
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guestion was whet her he recalls why Sechin and Di veykin, the
denials were not included in the FISA. Either he recalls or
he doesn't recall. | don't understand.

MR. BERGER: |I'mgoing to direct himnot to answer.
He's not in a position where he can even nmake an affirmative
statenent that he doesn't recall. He doesn't have enough
i nformation avail abl e.

|"'mgoing to direct himnot to answer. He can't answer
whet her he recalls or not.

We're in the ether here.

MR. SOMERS: | don't think we are in the ether here.
| can ask himwhether he recalls sonething. Either he recalls
it or he doesn't recall it.

MR. BERGER Look, he's under oath. Even an answer
that says | don't recall has to be sincerely given in good faith
and that's what he's here to do. He can't give a sincere good
faith answer w thout access to that docunent.
BY MR SOMVERS

Q You di scussed in the |ast round about -- |
believe this is the coment, that you discussed -- "] to!d
the O fice of Inspector CGeneral on Page's comments on funding
a research institute using a, quote, open checkbook from Russia
brought |l c! oser to believing that Carter Page may
actually be acting as an agent of a foreign power.

Do you recall having that inpression?
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[ Wtness confers with counsel.]

THE WTNESS: Yes. That is correct. That's what
stated earlier
BY MR SOMERS:

Q I"mjust trying to understand with all of these
guestions the |ine between, you know, on one hand, that brought
you closer to believing that Carter Page may actually be acting
as an agent of a foreign power. That's a coment that he nade
during a confidential human source consensual nonitoring.

That, you gave credence to. There's other coments that didn't
make it into the FI SA application.

|"mjust trying to understand the |ine of how can you
gi ve credence to sone things and not others in a consensual
noni t ori ng?

MR. BERGER: He's not able to respond to that question.
' mgoing to direct himnot to answer.

MR, SOVERS:. Cenerally why certain things m ght nake
it in and others won't?

MR. BERGER: Correct.
BY MR SOVERS

Q Do you recall -- this is on page -- this is in
the footnote on page 310 of the O G report.

It says: "The only express direction we found that
McCabe gave regarding the use of a confidential human source

concerned the former FBI CHS who contacted an FBI agent in an
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FBI field office in late July 2016 to report information."

This is the informati on we tal ked about earlier in that
August 2nd enmail. That's not necessarily the inportant part
of what |'m aski ng.

It says: "In md-Septenber 2016, MCabe told | N
to instruct the FBI agent fromthe field office not to have any
further contact with the fornmer CHS and not to accept any
information regarding the Crossfire Hurricane investigation."

Do you recall why you were asked to instruct the agent,
to so instruct the agent?

A Sonebody brought that to ny attention recently.

| don't renenber.

Q You don't renmenber?
A No.
Q You don't renenber giving the instruction? 1'm

j ust asking why were you giving the instruction.

A No. | don't have any recollection of that at
all.

Q "We further found -- this another quote fromIG
report.

"W further found that |l briefed the FBI
supervisors in his chain of command, Strzok, Priestap, and on
one occasi on McCabe, about the CHS operation planned by the
i nvestigative team"

Wiy, in general, would you have briefed Strzok
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Priestap -- we'll start with Strzok and Priestap -- about CHS
operations?

A Sure. As | nentioned before, on a daily basis,
| kept nmy managenent apprised of the progress of the
i nvestigation and/or any kind of operational operations that
we were conducting, to include CHS operations.

Q And McCabe, do you recall why you briefed MCabe
on the CHS operation?

A Just nore of kind of the same. It was an update.

Q It wasn't a specific briefing for himabout an
operation; it was part of a nore general neeting?

A It was a nore general neeting, yes, sir.

Q Switching topics here a little bit, you probably
recall that there was a Septenber 23, 2016 Yahoo news article
that related to the Crossfire Hurricane investigation. Do you

recall that article?

A | do.
Q The article was titled "U S. Intel Oficials
Probe Tie Between Trunp Adviser and Kremlin". The article

describes efforts by U S. Governnent intelligence agencies to
determ ne whether Carter Page had opened comruni cation channel s
with Kremin officials.

| think there was some back and forth about whether
Steel e was the source. The article itself said that there was

a western intelligence source that was providing at | east sone
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of information.
Do you recal |l discussions about whether Steele was that

western intelligence source?

A | do not and | did not have those discussion with
anybody.

Q You did not have discussions about that?

A That | recall. It notes a senior |aw
enforcenment official was the source. It also notes that there

was a source that was at the tine a western intelligence officer
It was very broad.

Q You don't recall any discussion of whether there
was specul ation as to whether Steele could have been the source
of the article or one of the sources of the article?

A | don't remenber having those di scussions.

Q You don't renenber any concerns being raised
about Steele possibly talking to the nmedia around that tinme?

A No.

Q And I'lIl ask and naybe you don't have any
know edge about this either, but on page 107 of the FISA report,
it says: "Drafts of the Carter Page FI SA application stated
until October 14, 2016, Steele was responsible for a | eak that
led to the Septenber 23rd Yahoo news article. One of the drafts
specifically stated that Steele was, quote, acting on his/her
own volition and has since been adnoni shed by the FBI

Do you have any know edge of the FISA application ever
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saying Steele was the source of the --
MR BERGER | direct himnot to answer.
BY MR SOVERS
Q kay. Do you have any know edge of Steele being

adnoni shed around that tine period for talking to the nedi a?

A No. | do not renenber that.

Q | think another issue cane up surroundi ng not
this article, but a later article. | think you aware of this
one. It was an article in "Mther Jones"” and that it says that

after that article appeared in "Mther Jones", FBI officials
told OGthat after these disclosures, they continued to assess
if Steele was reliable; however, they said that they viewed the
" Mot her Jones" disclosure as a control issue.

What's a control issue? | think | believe you used that
termas well, although, | don't have a quote in front of ne.
What's a control issue?

A Al so, just to back up to what you were saying
before, it was a very large group of people. I1'mon the record
saying | did not have that sane overall understanding and beli ef
about Chris Steele at that point. At that point, | felt that
we had control and behavior issues, is how!l put it.

From a control standpoint and behavi or standpoint, we
had traveled to another country. W had asked himto enter -- we
asked himfor what | call exclusivity, and seeing his work and

acknow edgnent of our case in the press on that day, he had,
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as | put it, politicized hinself, and that was a big problem

for me.

Q How so0?

A | guess at that point, it goes back to his
behavi or and control. You know, any tinme you are going to

ei ther put your hand on the scal e or acknow edge t he exi stence
of our case, basically, it's just significant.

Q Does that in any way affect his reliability?

Does that kind of spill over the |ine some between control, as
you describe it, and his reliability?

A What could also be true is what my goal is, to
find out in the allegation, Ckay, what about your subsources.
Right? The information that you were receiving fromthose
i ndi vi dual s, just because you may have put your hand on the scale
doesn't nean that their information is invalid.

Q But if you can't control -- if you have contro
issues with a source, doesn't that affect trust in sonme way?
| nmean, you instruct someone to do sonething and they don't do
it --

A That's a trust issue, yes.

Q So around this tinme, and | think it was -- | think
t he "Mt her Jones"” article was on Cctober 31st, if |I'm not
m st aken. On Novenber 1st Steele is closed as a source.

Were you aware that he was cl osed when he was cl osed

or sonewhere thereabouts?
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A | instructed the handling agent to close him
Q |"msorry. You instructed?
A | instructed the handling agent to close him
BY MR BAKER:
Q What was their response to that instruction?
A | think at the tinme, the handling agent m ght
not have known that the article was out. | think |I alerted him

to that, and then | think once he confirmed fromthe source what
occurred, | think he knew that was the appropriate course of
action.

Q So did you instruct himto close the source or
did you request that he did it based on A, B, and C and then
he | ooked at A, B, and C, agreed and cl osed the source?

A So I'Il back up a little bit. | had briefed this
to executive managenent at, | believe, one of those el even
o'clock C. I cyber neetings that | was chairing, and when
briefed it to A D. Priestap, he instructed ne to instruct the
handl i ng agent to cl ose the source for cause.

Q So when you told the handling agent to cl ose the
source for cause, it was, essentially, you relaying the
instruction or the order fromA. D. Priestap?

A Yes, sir.

Q And there was no reluctance by the handling
agent to do it and he was going to look further into it?

A Sir, | don't renenber anything out of the
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ordinary. | think he took it and did it, | think that sanme day.

Q When you said exclusivity, is that to say that
he shoul d be, the source should be, reporting solely to the
Bureau and he was doing -- he was peddling his wares in other
pl aces and is that an issue for you?

A So that is on two points. One of them was he
had, obviously, acknow edged to soneone at the State Departnent
that he was in a neeting wwth us in a foreign city a nonth prior,
and that was sonething that we wanted to ensure that he wasn't
tal king to anot her governnment agency about that or his
rel ati onship. That was one piece of exclusively.

The second part that we were, say, negotiating on or
wanted to negotiate on was whoever his custoner was where he
was getting the source information, we were interested in
establishing -- | don't want to say cut that custonmer off, but
have this reporting only go to the FBI

Q Those are good specific exanples on the
exclusivity issue. Do you have any specific exanples on what
the control issues relate to?

A Control is also going to the State Departnent.
He was talking to the individual, | believe, that was at that
enbassy in that country. That's how | renenber the issue, and
we just didn't want to do that.

So that was the control issue.

Q Okay. A long tinme ago in this interview, we
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mentioned briefly or | asked a question about whether there was
a delay in the reporting comng fromthe handling agent. You
didn't seemto this think there was.

Were you aware, either at the tinme or in
hi ndsight -- with the 1Greport as a benefit to answer sone of
this stuff, did it seemto you that at sone point there seened
to be an us versus themthat shook out between Handling Agent
1 and the Headquarters teanf

| got a sense that there were people at Headquarters
t hat thought had the information, had the Steele information,
conme to Headquarters quicker, they could have started the
val idation of Steele sooner and then there was a thought from

Handl i ng Agent 1 that had the Headquarters people got into the

Delta file sooner, | think his words were sonething to the effect

of I would have turned that file upside down.

It just seened to ne it was he said-she said at one
point. Didthat becone apparent to the teamor is that just
me reading the 1G report in hindsight?

A Sir, it mght just be hindsight. | didn't feel
that the case agent, the handling agent at the tinme -- again,
| think it was just a fewweek tine period here, these
characterizations we're tal king about, but | never got that
sense fromthe handling agent.

Q Thank you

A But | also never met with him | spoke with him

151
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on a secure line on a headset.

Q But he or she is not sonmeone you had worked with
bef ore?

A | didn't know himor her.

Q You just knew themin the capacity as they

exi sted when you were the SSA on the case?

A. Yes, sSir.

MR. BAKER: Thank you.
BY MR SOMVERS

Q You indicated earlier that Priestap instructed
you to close Steele as a source. Did you agree with that

i nstruction?

A | did.
Q And what was either -- well, let's start with
what was -- do you know what M. Priestap's rational e was?

Qovi ously, the "Modther Jones" article was the event, but what
was the rationale, as best you understood it, to close Steele?
A He didn't express the rationale. He was upset.
Q You said you agreed with his decision. Wat
woul d your rationale be for why?
Qobvi ously, the event is the "Mther Jones" article.
What was the rationale based on the "Mther Jones"” article that
it'"s tinme to cut this guy | oose?
A The sane thing, behavior, control, and trust

i ssues.
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Q And then but the FBI continued to receive
information from Steele through Bruce Chr after he was
termnated. D d you have an issue wth that arrangenent?

A So that was not ny primary objective from
talking with Bruce Chr, as | understood it. MW primry
objective fromhimwas, as | nentioned to you, you can have a
source that's closed for cause and a source that you m ght have
concern about that individual and we al so have subsources out
there that we had information in a FISA that we were relying
on for that probable cause, and we needed to verify those
subsour ces.

So ny objective was to, during my engagenments with Bruce
Chr, try to learn as nuch | could about Chris Steele and his
subsource network to hel p piece that together and try to

identify those individuals and vet them i ndividually.

Q Did you ask Ohr to ask Steel e anything?
A No.
Q So you were just -- your trying to learn from

Chr is based on Ohr''s knowl edge of Steel e based on his past
relationship with hinf

A That's correct.

Q But you did continue to receive information from
Steel e through Chr?

A | didn't necessarily look at it that way. |

received a lot of -- well, various information from GChr. [
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received information fromhis wife. | received information
from Si npson as well as Steele.

At the tinme that | was accepting this information,
again, there were thunb drives that we needed to retain and |
didn't fully understand what was on those, but we needed to take
it injust like we take in any information from anybody who wants
to provide us information. So | wasn't going to place a
j udgnent on what that information before | talked to himor
exam ne that .

Q What did you do with the thunb drives that you
received from Bruce Ohr?

A So | brought them back to -- | had to go to the
Washi ngton Field Ofice, because, again, the case was run out
of Headquarters. | needed to have a |} to rrocess
this and create a working copy and put it into evidence.

So went to WFO for that. Then | brought it back and
| provided it to the analysts on the Crossfire Hurricane team
that were working to validate the source.

Q That's what you did with all the thunb drives
you received?

A | did.

Q And did they know, the analysts, where this was
com ng fron®

A Yes.

Q Was there any sort of chain of custody into
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taking account these thumb drives?

A. Yes. So they went into evidence. I provided
them working copies.

0. Okay. Where did the chain -- the chain started
with you or the chain started with Bruce Ohr?

A, Bruce Ohr.

Let me back that up. I would have to review the actual
evidentiary form and what I filled out, but I don't remember
what I put on that form.

Q. Getting back to what we were discussion just a
second ago, on page 281 of the IG report, it says: |}
told the Office of Inspector General that no one in the meeting
directed Ohr to contact Steele or take any action on behalf of
the FBI, but added that Ohr likely left the meeting with the
impression that he should contact the FBI if Steele contacted
Him."

What would have left that impression with Ohr?

I can read it again if you'd like.

A. Yeah. That would be helpful.

6 Sure.

" told us -- us being OIG.

" told us that no one in the meeting directed
Ohr to contact Steele or take any action on behalf of the FBI,
but added that Ohr likely left the meeting with the impression

that he should contact the FBI if Steele contacted him."
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My question is what would have left Chr with that
i mpressi on?

A | woul d say based on the things we were tal king
about in the neeting, he knew that we were interested in
information regardi ng the subsources and any information woul d
be pertinent that he would receive in that realm and so | think
it was inplied or he just understood -- | nean, he was a
prof essional who's worked a long tinme in |law enforcenent. He
j ust under st ood.

Q But you still -- even though Steele was a cl osed
source, you had no issue with Chr continuing to speak to hinf

It's one thing if you get information from Onr about
Steele in general, but to have himcontinue to contact a cl osed
source wasn't a probl enf

A | was introduced to Bruce Chr by senior
executives in the FBI, and I know of no policy prohibiting that
occurring, talking to a cl osed source.

BY MR BAKER

Q Whio were the senior executives?
A That was Peter Strzok and Lisa Page.
Q But you didn't think it odd or unusual that

sonmeone of Ohr's rank and workplace officially being Main
Justice, that he would so many contacts and be a conduit for
a source providing information to such a big case of the

Bur eau' s?
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A | didn't find it odd. Wshington is a -- as you
know, it's a well-connected town and there's a | ot of people
who know a | ot of people. So it didn't raise any concerns with
ne.

B V¢ would just like to go on the record to
clarify that Lisa Page was not a senior executive of the FBI
if the record says she's a senior executive.

BY MR BAKER

Q But she was in a |lot of neetings that you were
privy to. Correct?

A Yes, sir.

BY MR SOMVERS:

Q Case Agent 1 told the OG-- it says: "Case
Agent 1, the | ead agent on the Carter Page investigation told
us he recalled learning about Chr from| ] ' i kel y before
the first Carter Page FI SA application was filed on Cctober 21,
2016."

Do you dispute that timng? Do you have any issues with
the timng there? D d you know about Ohr prior to the first
Carter Page FI SA application?

A | don't renmenber knowi ng Bruce -- well, the
first tinme | met Bruce Chr was in Novenber. | have no
recol lection that | knew his nane or the existence of Bruce Ohr
prior to that tine.

Q O the Ohr-Steel e connection?

157
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A O the Onr-Steele connection. |If | would have,
we woul d have probably attenpted to go out and talk with Bruce
Onr.

Q The first tinme you net Chr was in a neeting with

Strzok and Page?

A It was.

Q Was there anyone else in that neeting?

A John Moffa nmay have attended.

Q VWhat was your know edge before the first Carter

Page FI SA application was filed on October 21st, what was your
knowl edge about Carter Page's relationship with another

gover nnent agency, intelligence agency?

A | had no know edge.

Q You had no know edge prior to?

A No.

Q Did you at a later time gain know edge of that?

A | have since |earned.

Q l"msorry. You since |learned while you were
still on the Crossfire Hurricane?

A | was not while | was on Crossfire Hurricane.

BY MR BAKER

Q I n your experience, your 18 years total Bureau
experience, when a source is opened or used in a case, are there
dat abase checks or inquiries nade as a matter of routine from

ot her agencies to make sure that, you know, drugs aren't being
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bought fromthe DEA or sonething |ike that?

s it standard procedure to do an agency check?

A It is.

Q Then as the result of that agency check
routinely put into a case file? Are the case agents notified
when a result come back from anot her agency check?

A Yes. The handling agent would go to the Delta
file.

BY MR SOVERS
Q Had you worked with Case Agent 1 prior to

Crossfire Hurri cane?

A Yes.
Q Regul arly? On how many occasi ons?
A He was a program manager when | was in the

Washi ngton Field O fice on nmy Russian counterintelligence

squad.

Q He was on your squad?

A He was -- I'msorry -- a FBI Headquarters program
manager SSA. So he was an SSA. In the Bureau, you have squads

out in the field and, obviously, we have a Headquarters
structure.

So he was assigned to the Counterintelligence Division.
In particular in the Counterintelligence D vision, you have
vari ous sections. He was a part of the Eurasian Section and

t hat have the responsibility for looking at all 56 field offices
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and supporting their Russian investigations and operations.

So in that programmatic capacity at the national |evel
he had supported ny squad prior.
BY MR BAKER

Q So did he step down from being an SSA to being
an SA and then you becane his supervisor on Crossfire?

A No, sir. | believe he had traveled back to his
field office. H's time at Headquarters as a supervisor there
expired and he transferred back to his field office.

So he was SAin his field office when | spoke with him
in July or August 2016.

BY MR SOVERS

Q Did you recruit himto the teamor ask
to -- "recruit" is the wong word. |'msorry.

Did you ask himto join the Crossfire Hurricane tean?

A Yes.

Q So you nust have thought he had a solid
reputation or solid work ethic in order to invite himto be on
t he team

A | was very famliar with his work product when

it came to Russian foreign counterintelligence and | N
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Q When you said earlier he was a program nanager

at Headquarters, was that the program manager -- for instance,

the Carter Page FI SA was application ultimately signed by the

Headquarters program manager. |s that the type of position he
hel d?

A Yes.

Q Did he ever sign FlI SA applications for you as

a Headquarters program nmanager when he was previously in that
position?

A Yes. He was the acting on a few.
BY MR BAKER

Q I"'mstill alittle confused. He's an SSA at one
poi nt at Headquarters and then he's a case agent under you on
Crossfire Hurricane.

A So he was an SSA program nanager assigned to the

Counterintelligence Division while | was an SSA at the

Washington Field Ofice. | believe he was on a 18-nonth TDY.

Q As a program nmanager ?

A As a program nmanager and, usually, when that
expires --

Q He went back?

A -- you go back to the field office.

Q And then you recruited him back?

A Correct. So he was already back in his field
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office when | cane to Headquarters for a TDY and | said, Hey,

can you go on the teanf

Q So he cane back on anot her TDY?
A Correct. Those were the circunstances.
Q Your assessnent of his experience when he |eft

Crossfire Hurricane, was it a good, enriching or
car eer-devel opi ng experience for himor did he | eave
frustrated?

A | thought, for him that we had a uni que
experi ence.

Q When you say "uni que", what does that nean?

A This case was unique. |t was sonething that not
a |l ot of people would get the opportunity to work in their
car eer.

Q | f you knew -- when your TDY was over and said
' m goi ng back to Washington Field, if you had known what this
uni que experience would be Iike when you got the call from M.

Strzok, would you have cone and been a part of the team or sat

out ?

MR. BERGER That is a real speculative -- you know,
that's --

MR. BAKER. Well, it's sonmething that you consider as
an agent.

MR. BERGER | understand that, but, you know, there
are so many variables in making an assessnent like that. [|I'm
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going to direct himnot to answer that right now
BY MR BAKER
Q Are you glad you did this? Are you glad the tine
you put in was spent at Headquarters or would you have preferred
to have stayed at Washington Field and run your squad?
A | grew a lot by this experience.
MR BERGER Leave it at that.
BY MR BAKER
Q Well, | believe that Bureau experiences and
Bur eau managers, you can learn from bad experiences and be a
better manager by having worked for bad nanagers and you can
t ake good from good managers. |'mjust curious what the
totality of your tinme in Crossfire Hurricane was. You were
specifically recruited because of your expertise and you | eave
for reasons of principle, again, relating to your expertise
and - -
[ Wtness confers with counsel.]
MR. BERGER Sir, respectfully continue. [|'msorry.
| guess we get the gist of your question.
THE WTNESS: Overall, Crossfire was rewardi ng. The
aftermath was not so good. So that's the answer.
MR. BAKER: Thank you.
MR. SOMERS: | think our hour has expired. W'II| take
a short break.

[ Wher eupon, at 3:25 p.m, a recess was taken,
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reconvening at 3:36 p.m]
MS. ZDEB: W can go back on the record. [It's 3:36.
FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY THE M NORI TY
BY Ms. ZDEB

Q | just had a couple of followip questions on the
August 2016 strategic intelligence briefings.

So you indicated that you gave substantively the exact
sane briefing to both the dinton teamand Trunp teanm is that
right?

A That's correct.

Q And you told O G that, substantively, there was
nothing you did differently with the Trunp briefing as conpared
to the dinton briefing;, that was one of the things that was
very key, the briefings needed to be consistent.

And that's on page 342 of the I1Greport. Wiy was it
key that the briefings be substantively identical?

A Qobvi ously, the nessage wasn't tailored for
anyone in particular. 1t needed to be consistent so that
everybody was afforded the sane adnoni shnent.

Q So, obviously, you spoke a bit before the break
about the one difference between the two briefings, which was
the fact that the briefing for the Trunp teaminvol ved your
observing and listening to General Flynn and, in particular,
to the extent he discussed Russia. At the time of this

briefing, was the FBI conducting a predicated
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counterintelligence investigation into the dinton Canpaign
ties to Russia?

A Not to ny know edge.

Q | f the FBI had been conducting a predicated
investigation into the dinton Canpaign's ties with Russia and
if a subject of that investigation attended the briefing that
you provided for the Cinton team is it possible that you would
have approached that briefing in the sanme way you did the Trunp
briefing, in other words, to observe, listen to, and record any
di scussion by that subject of Russia?

B | mgoing to have to object. The nature of
that one is specul ative, particularly to a hypotheti cal
i nvestigation and what investigative steps he would take in that
ci rcunst ance.
BY Ms. ZDEB:

Q So with respect to the notes that you took and
the fact that you nenorialized aspects of the briefing for from
Trunp team you told OG and this is on page 343, that you did
not nenorialize the briefings for Hllary Cinton, Mke Pence,
or Tim Kai ne because the attendees at those briefings did not
i nclude the subject of an FBI investigation; is that correct?

A That is correct. |If there was any question to
that, there were 10 other individuals in the room present at
each one of those briefings to I et you know the consistency with

which | delivered the briefing.
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Q To give you a sense of what I'mgetting at,
there's been allegations that there was a doubl e standard
applied to the briefing given to the dinton teamand the Trunp
team It sounds |ike, based on that explanation, it was the
sanme standard, but just applied to a different set of facts.

Wul d you agree with that?

A There was no doubl e standard.

Q Just to drill down on that a little bit nore,
the Senate Intelligence Conmttee recently published a
bi parti san report and, anmong other things, it concluded that
Trunp's canpai gn nmanager, Paul Manafort, posed a grave
counterintelligence threat because, quote, his presence on the
canpai gn and proximty to Trunp created an opportunity for
Russian intelligence services to exert influence over and
acquire confidential information on the Trunp Canpai gn.

At the tinme of the strategic intelligence briefings,
to your know edge, was there anyone on the dinton Canpaign
whose presence created an opportunity for Russian intelligence
services to influence the canpaign?

B 7o the extent he has that know edge, | object
to providing that information if it relates to an ongoi ng and
any other investigation. He can't answer that.

M5. ZDEB: Are you saying that it relates to an ongoing
i nvestigation?

B oo | can't confirmor deny that was or was
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not an investigation, but his answer woul d, presumably, confirm
or deny that.
BY Ms. ZDEB

Q Your notes nenorializing the briefing state
that you told President Trunmp, Lieutenant General Flynn, and
M. Christie that if you are not already a target of a foreign
intelligence service, due to the fact that you are receiving
this classified briefing, you will be.

You went on to explain that foreign intelligence
services want information pertaining to the political,
econoni c, energy, technology, and mlitary policy and plans of
the U S., that this information is extrenely valuable. Putting
it plainly, foreign intelligence services |ook to coll ect
inside information to give their country a conpetitive
advant age over the U S

Are you aware of whether at any point after you provided
this briefing where you warned President Trunp and Li eut enant
CGeneral Flynn that they would be targeted by foreign
intelligence services, whether any nenber of the Trunp team
reported any of their contacts or reported any contacts with
Russia to the FBI?

A " m unawar e of that.

M5. ZDEB: So | think that concludes our questioning.
Before | go off the record, | just want to say on behal f of nyself

and M. Charlet and al so Ranki ng Menber Feinstein, thank you
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for being here. | know, [l acknow edged at the outset that
your presence and the fact that the Bureau nade you avail abl e

i s sonmewhat extraordinary. W acknow edge and appreciate that
and thank you for being here.

THE W TNESS: Thank you

MR HOLMES: Of the record.

[ D scussion held off the record.]

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY THE MAJORI TY
BY MR SOVERS

Q Are you aware of any errors or om ssions that
the G did not identify in the --

MR. BERGER: That, | didn't hear.

MR SOMERS: | didn't know if |}l I vas aware of
any errors or omssions in the Carter Page FISA application or
the Crossfire Hurricane investigation that were identified.

MR BERGER |I'mdirecting himnot to answer.

BY MR SOMERS:

Q One question: We touched on this a |ot, but
don't know that we quite got to this point of it. W talked
a | ot about the verification of the Steel e Dossier and
verification of Steele. First of all, those are two things.

Ri ght ?

Those are two tracks you were on; one was verification

of Steele's liability, etc.; is that one track you were

pur sui ng?
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You, when | say "you", | nean the FBI, not you, but the
Crossfire Hurricane team

A So the Crossfire Hurricane team
was -- obviously, we wanted to examine the totality of his
reporting, his entire history and help in the FBI and CHS.
That's what was inportant to us.

Q So | guess | see is like three things you could
| ook at. Maybe you can tell nme if you' d |l ooked at all three
of these things. You could look at is Steele reliable, wthout
bias, etc., Steele the person. Then you |ook at the sane
guestions for his primary subsource and subsources, and then
you could, third, actually |look at the allegation nade in the
dossi er.

Were all three of those what the verification was or
not ?

MR. BERGER: |1'mgoing to direct himnot to answer.

MR, SOMVERS: Ckay. |Is there a basis for himnot
answering? | think it's a yes or no question.

MR, BERGER Ask it again and I'l|l reconsider it.
BY MR SOMERS:

Q | " m aski ng whether you tried to verify Steele
and the Steele Dossier. |'masking whether that verification
was of Steele, the person, reliability, bias, everything, the
subsources, reliability, biases, who they were; and then,

third, the actual allegations in the dossier.
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Was it that tri-part verification or was one of those
el enents not part of what you were trying to do?

MR. BERGER:  You can answer that.

Thank you.

THE WTNESS: So, again we, did have a two different
el enents through Crossfire Hurricane: Operation on the
investigative side and then the intelligence side. | can't
speak intelligently about what the D.I. did, our intelligence
fol ks did.

They were | ooking at all three pieces. R ght?

| believe that they were, and at the sane tinme, | was
m ndf ul of those three things, as you put it there, and that
was our interest as well, to verify each one of those.

Q There's one thing | think | mssed earlier when
we were discussing everything. There's a reference in the IG
report, considerations about whether Steele's information
could al so include Russian disinformation. Was that sonething
t hat you were ever involved in discussions of, whether what was
Steele was including in this so-called dossier could possibly
be Russi an di sinformation?

A | don't renenber those conversations occurring.

MR. SOMERS: Then one last thing, and | don't know if
t his changes your objection, but | just want to -- there was
an objection earlier that I want to clean up for the record a

l[ittle bit just on our end.
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We did talk to the Inspector CGeneral's Ofice about the
Whods file you reviewed or they reviewed versus the Wods file
you reviewed sonetinme prior to Cctober 21, 2016, and for the
record, the IGs Ofice says that it is the same file, but they
did -- the notation, what it was noting, they had to, in their
m nds, nove pages around because they were nunbered
sequentially, but the nunbers were not in sequential order in
t he actual binder they were given.

So what they did was take the bind you saw and put either
t he pages or the notes back into sequential order. That's a
representation fromthe 1G | just want to put that on the

record.

The Wods file they reviewed as a part of their process
is the sane Whods file you reviewed as part of your process.

MR. BERGER | can't accept that on face val ue.

MR. SOMERS: |'mnot asking you to accept it. |'mjust
putting it on the record to say what the I1Gs Ofice has
represented to us, just so it's clean on the record.

MR. BERGER | under st and.

MR. BAKER Two qui ck points.

B ' have a followp question on that though,
what you said, that the |G represented that --

MR. SOMERS: The office.

B Fair enough. Got it. The IGs Ofice

represented that the Wods file they reviewed -- are you talking
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about or is the IGruling out that there was a different Wods
file at the time the Wods process was conducted as opposed to
at the tine that M. |l care in and was questioned?

MR. SOMERS:. They're saying it's the same file.

They're saying that there was sequential nunbering. | don't
know if it's page nunbering or actual nunbers of facts, and as
they were given the Wods file, instead of it being one, two,
three, four, five, it was five, ten, thirteen; and they went
and put it back in order, one, two, three, four.

That's what they're representing.

B D d they nake any further representation
that that is, in fact, the sane Wods file that existed at the
time of FISA warrant?

MR. SOMERS: They said the content is identical.

Whet her it's actually the physical same one, they did not nake
a representation one way or the other.

They tell nme the content is identical and it was just
a nunbering thing, and because they -- they didn't renunber
anyt hing. Because they reordered things, soneone put a
notation on the Whwods file; but, to them they didn't want to
five, fifteen, three. They wanted to put one, two, three, four
and that type of order.

B | just want to clarify. They didn't nmake
a representation that the file is the actual original file out

of order, the sane file out of order?
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1 MR. SOMERS: They said the content was identical.

2 didn't ask themwhether it was the actual same physical file.

3 It just did not conme up in the conversation, whether it was the
4  exact docunent.

5 They just said the content was identical. So it could

6 have been a photocopy of the original, but they said that the

7 notation that was noted, the reason they nmade the notation was
8 because the sequencing was off in the file they were given and
9 that all they did was take a page and nove it back into sequenti al
10 order or nultiple pages and noved back into sequential order

11 We haven't been able to get -- we were hoping to be able
12 to get sonmething in witing, but | have not received a witten
13 expl anation yet, but | have orally.

14 B hank you.

15 BY MR BAKER

16 Q | just have two qui ck points.

17 We tal ked a good bit today about Christopher Steele.

18 Did you or anyone on your squad or your Headquarters entity that

19 you supervised, did you have any interaction with Source No.

20 27
21 A Not to ny recollection, no.
22 Q kay. And then did you put any of your agents

23 or support enployees in for any type of formal recognition for
24 their work on Crossfire Hurricane, a QSI, an incentive award,

25 any kind of formal recognition?
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A | did not.
Q And were you, yourself, put in for anything by
your supervisors?
A They did not.
MR. BAKER: Thank you and thank you for being here
t oday, sir.
THE W TNESS: Thank you
MR, SOVERS:. | think that's all we have. Thank you for
appearing today.
B Before we go off, | just want to add one thing
into the record.
| think it's fair to say the FBI nmade an acconmmpdati on
to the Senate Judiciary Commttee under extraordinary
circunstances to provide M. |l 2 non- SES onboard agent.
The FBlI was not advised in advance, however, of the attendance
at stated interview by staff of conmttees other than the Senate
Judiciary Commttee.
We woul d respectfully request that the Judiciary
Comm ttee ensure the confidentiality of this interview, both
the fact of it and the substance and the testinony taken therein,
that that information will be maintained by all staff in
attendance and their respective conmttees.
MR. SOMERS: Absolutely. W will also maintain the

transcript in the same nanner.

B Thank you.
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1 MR. SOMERS: On behalf of the commttee, let nme thank
2 you again for comng in today and traveling here to take part
3 inthis interview W appreciate it.

4 THE WTNESS: You' re wjjjjjone.

5 [ Wher eupon, at 3:55 p.m, the interview concl uded. ]
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