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I’d like to thank Chair Durbin for holding this Judiciary Committee hearing today to consider several nominations—including Judge Daniel Calabretta, who has been nominated to serve as a U.S. District Court Judge for the Eastern District of California.  

Judge Calabretta will make an excellent addition to the federal bench.  He is an experienced attorney who currently serves as a judge on the Sacramento Superior Court.

Judge Calabretta received his bachelor’s degree from Princeton University and his law degree from the University of Chicago Law School, where he graduated magna cum laude and served as an editor on the University of Chicago Law Review.  

After law school, Judge Calabretta served as a law clerk for Judge William Fletcher on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and for Justice John Paul Stevens on the U.S. Supreme Court.  This Committee has received a letter from Judge Calabretta’s colleagues during his time as a Supreme Court clerk, which included attorneys from a diverse range of political views.  They were united in supporting Judge Calabretta, noting not only his “excellent legal work” but also his “unfailing respect” for his colleagues, even when they disagreed.

Judge Calabretta then moved to California to work in private practice as a litigation associate at the law firm Munger, Tolles and Olson LLP in San Francisco.  He also spent several years with the California Department of Justice serving as a deputy state attorney general and as Deputy Legal Affairs Secretary for California Governor Jerry Brown.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2018, he was appointed to serve as a judge on the California Superior Court for Sacramento County.  In his time on the state bench, Judge Calabretta has distinguished himself as a true leader on the court and was chosen to serve as the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court.  In that position, he hears some of the most difficult cases in the juvenile justice system.  One of Judge Calabretta’s colleagues on the state bench submitted a letter to this Committee describing his approach to the law as “fair, well-reasoned, and respected by the litigants.”

	Throughout his career, Judge Calabretta has demonstrated a commitment to public service and equal justice under the law.  At every instance, his colleagues and peers have lauded his ability to approach his work with compassion and humanity, and his unfailing ability to treat his colleagues respectfully—whether they agree on a particular outcome or not. 

If confirmed, I believe he will be an asset to the Eastern District of California bench.  I am pleased that the Committee is considering his nomination today, and I thank the Chair for holding this hearing so that the Committee can continue to work diligently to fill the remaining federal court vacancies.   
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