






























































































































































cases where a close friend served as counsel, and I would use the Southern
District of Florida’s electronic conflict system primarily to identify such cases.

b. Explain how you will resolve any potential conflict of interest, including the
procedure you will follow in determining these areas of concern.

If I am confirmed, I will apply the standards set forth in 28 U.S.C. §§ 144 and 455
to any scenario involving a potential conflict of interest or appearance of
partiality.

25. Pro Bono Work: An ethical consideration under Canon 2 of the American Bar
Association’s Code of Professional Responsibility calls for “every lawyer, regardless of
professional prominence or professional workload, to find some time to participate in
serving the disadvantaged.” Describe what you have done to fulfill these responsibilities,
listing specific instances and the amount of time devoted to each.

As a judge, I am not allowed to practice law on behalf of others, so I have not engaged in
any pro bono legal work since my confirmation in September of 2007. During most of
my legal career, I have also been subject to limitations on my ability to engage in legal
activities outside of my job because I have worked in government service for the vast
majority of my legal career. Consequently, although I participated briefly in a program
where attorneys assist victims of domestic abuse in court, [ have mostly chosen to give
back to the community in other ways. Among others, I participate in the Florida Bar’s
Justice Teaching program. The program aims to help educate every elementary, middle,
and high school student about basic principles underlying our system of justice and our
Constitution. I am paired with North Fork Elementary School.

Likewise, in the recent past, I have volunteered my time to assist with the Children’s
Ballet Theatre of Fort Lauderdale. The program allows children to put on a ballet such as
Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, or Coppelia at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts,
under the directorship and leadership of dance teachers who volunteer their time for the
program. In addition to directing children in the production of a professional-type
production, the program aspires to foster an appreciation of dance in the community,
particularly among children, by making tickets available at an affordable price and by
providing inexpensive or free tickets to certain financially eligible children. My
volunteer activities on behalf of the program have included assisting with costuming,
addressing marketing materials, and backstage supervision of some of the younger
participants during dress rehearsal and the show.

In addition, I volunteer from time to time at my children’s school, and year-round, I
regularly provide internship opportunities for law school students in my chambers.

26. Selection Process:

a. Please describe your experience in the entire judicial selection process, from
beginning to end (including the circumstances which led to your nomination and











