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The Honorable Charles Grassley 
Chairman 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Re: Nomination of Texas Supreme Court Justice Don R. Willett to the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit 

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Feinstein: 

I write to express my strong support for the nomination of Don R. Willett to the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.   

I first worked with him fourteen years ago at the Office of the Texas Attorney 
General, where I was part of a litigation team that also included now-Senator Cruz. It 
was my first post-clerkship legal job and I was the most junior lawyer on the team, 
and both Justice Willett and Senator Cruz were thoughtful mentors—giving me 
opportunities to do meaningful work, offering constructive feedback, and encouraging 
my career progression. 

I subsequently returned to the Texas Supreme Court as a staff attorney, and again 
got the chance to work with Justice Willett when he was appointed and then elected to the 
bench. His record on the bench makes it clear that he is extraordinarily intelligent, highly 
productive, and a brilliant writer. After I left my position at the Court and entered 
academia, I have continued to read his opinions—they are clear, logical, and excellent 
teaching tools for law students. What has impressed me even more than Justice Willett’s 
intelligence, however, is his personal integrity, kindness, and rock-solid judgment. There 
is no one I would trust more to exercise impartial judgment and to uphold the rule of law. 



 

Of course, Justice Willett is also a prolific Tweeter. In teaching Professional 
Responsibility, I use Justice Willett’s facility with social media as an example of the 
ethical integration of new technology. Two years ago, my casebook co-authors and I 
included Justice Willett’s social media efforts in a “Profile in Attorney Professionalism,” 
which I have attached to this letter. Through his social media outreach, Justice Willett is 
able to connect with a much larger community and to de-mystify the judiciary. His posts 
consistently uphold professional values and comport with the canons of judicial ethics, 
while offering civics lessons interspersed with gentle humor. 

 
In short, Justice Willett’s qualifications for a seat on the U.S. Court of Appeals for 

the Fifth Circuit are unparalleled. His distinguished record of public service, outstanding 
judicial career, consistent demonstration of personal integrity, and fundamental kindness 
make him an outstanding choice to fill the vacancy.  I strongly urge his confirmation by 
the Senate. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Cassandra Burke Robertson 
 








