
  
 

October 12, 2020 

Dear Senator:  

On behalf of the millions of members of our national and state-based pro-life and pro-family 

organizations listed below, we urge your support for the confirmation of Amy Coney Barrett, a judge of 

the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, to the United States Supreme Court.  

Judge Barrett is widely recognized as a brilliant, thoughtful jurist. A mother of seven children, two of 

whom are adopted and one of whom has special needs, Judge Barrett’s reputation is one of kindness, 

decorum, and determination. She is respected by legal minds of varying persuasions and ideologies. Noah 

Feldman, professor of law at Harvard University, notes that despite disagreeing with Judge Barrett “on 

almost everything… I know her to be a brilliant and conscientious lawyer who will analyze and decide 

cases in good faith, applying the jurisprudential principles to which she is committed.”1 

In 2017 the U.S. Senate recognized Amy Barrett’s distinguished career and reputation, confirming the 

former clerk to the late Justice Antonin Scalia to her current position on the Seventh Circuit with 

bipartisan support. Once again, Judge Barrett deserves the full support of the Senate as you now consider 

her confirmation to the Supreme Court.  

Despite the blatant hostility and religious bias shown to her by certain senators during her confirmation to 

the Seventh Circuit, Judge Barrett has proven herself to handle disputes impartially, approaching cases as 

a textualist and originalist who loves the Constitution. She is a jurist who rightly leaves politics to 

politicians and legislating to legislators.  

Quite apart from whatever policy views she may have on the matter, Judge Barrett strives to apply the 

governing law in each case before her. As a federal appellate judge appropriately following controlling 

precedent, in February 2019 she joined a panel decision upholding a law creating a “buffer zone” around 

abortion facilities. Separately, she joined a dissental2 to a denial of en banc review of a Seventh Circuit 

panel decision that affirmed a lower court’s decision barring enforcement of a parental notification law. 

The district court sided with Planned Parenthood, America’s largest abortion provider, and the Seventh 

Circuit panel affirmed. The dissent argued en banc review was warranted because of the question of 

federalism and the “unsettled status of pre-enforcement challenges in the abortion context.” 

In another significant case, Planned Parenthood of Indiana and Kentucky, Inc. v. Commissioner of the 

Indiana State Department of Health,3 a Seventh Circuit panel had ruled against an Indiana law regarding 

the appropriate disposition of fetal remains as well as an Indiana law prohibiting discriminatory abortions. 

On the ruling regarding the disposal statute, Judge Barrett joined a dissental by Judge Easterbrook that 

said, “The panel has held invalid a statute that would be sustained had it concerned the remains of cats or 

gerbils.” While en banc review was denied, the position suggested by Judge Barrett was later summarily 

affirmed by the Supreme Court on a 7-2 vote. The Easterbrook dissental joined by Judge Barrett also 

 
1 https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-09-26/amy-coney-barrett-deserves-to-be-on-the-supreme-
court 
2 http://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/rssExec.pl?Submit=Display&Path=Y2019/D10-30/C:17-
2428:J:Kanne:dis:T:opDr:N:2422451:S:0 
3 http://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/rssExec.pl?Submit=Display&Path=Y2018/D06-25/C:17-
3163:J:PerCuriam:aut:T:npDp:N:2176287:S:0  

 

https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-09-26/amy-coney-barrett-deserves-to-be-on-the-supreme-court
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-09-26/amy-coney-barrett-deserves-to-be-on-the-supreme-court
http://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/rssExec.pl?Submit=Display&Path=Y2019/D10-30/C:17-2428:J:Kanne:dis:T:opDr:N:2422451:S:0
http://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/rssExec.pl?Submit=Display&Path=Y2019/D10-30/C:17-2428:J:Kanne:dis:T:opDr:N:2422451:S:0
http://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/rssExec.pl?Submit=Display&Path=Y2018/D06-25/C:17-3163:J:PerCuriam:aut:T:npDp:N:2176287:S:0
http://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/rssExec.pl?Submit=Display&Path=Y2018/D06-25/C:17-3163:J:PerCuriam:aut:T:npDp:N:2176287:S:0


  

expressed skepticism that the Supreme Court’s Casey precedent condemned the anti-eugenics law, noting, 

“Using abortion to promote eugenic goals is morally and prudentially debatable on grounds different from 

those that underlay the statutes Casey considered.” However, because the state of Indiana had not 

requested en banc review of the anti-eugenics law, the dissental did not argue for en banc review, or 

express any final judgment on the questions it raised.  

Judge Amy Coney Barrett is the Supreme Court Justice America needs. Her life and jurisprudential record 

prove that she deserves elevation to the Supreme Court of the United States. We trust that her convictions, 

writings, and values will lead you to the same conclusion. We urge her swift confirmation. 

Sincerely, 

Marjorie Dannenfelser 

President 

Susan B. Anthony List 

 

Jeanne Mancini 

President 

March for Life Education & Defense Fund  

 

Penny Young Nance 

CEO & President 

Concerned Women for America LAC 

 

Fr. Frank Pavone 

National Director 

Priests for Life 

 

Donna J. Harrison M.D. 

Executive Director 

American Association of Pro-Life  

Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

   

Maureen Ferguson 

Senior Fellow 

The Catholic Association 

 

Travis Weber 

Vice President for Policy & Government Affairs 

Family Research Council 

   

Colleen Holcomb 

President 

Eagle Forum 

 

Autumn Leva 

Vice President, Strategy 

Family Policy Alliance 

 

Terry Schilling 

Executive Director 

American Principles Project   

 

Michelle Cretella, M.D. 

Executive Director 

American College of Pediatricians 

 

 

Carol Tobias 

President 

National Right to Life 

 

Jessica Anderson 

Executive Director 

Heritage Action for America 

 

Abby Johnson 

Founder & CEO 

And Then There Were None 

 

Gary Marx 

Senior Advisor 

Judicial Crisis Network 

 

Kristan Hawkins 

President 

Students for Life of America &  

Students for Life Action 

 

Catherine Glenn Foster 

President & CEO 

Americans United for Life 

 

Bob Vander Plaats 

President & CEO 

The FAMiLY LEADER  

 

Tom Brejcha 

President & Chief Counsel 

Thomas More Society 

   

Brad Mattes 

President 

Life Issues Institute 

   

Kelsey Hazzard 

President 

Secular Pro-Life 

 

David Nammo 

Executive Director & CEO 

Christian Legal Society 

 

 



  

Mary Hallan FioRito, JD 

Fellow 

Ethics and Public Policy Center 

   

Joel Grewe 

Executive Director 

Generation Joshua 

  

Joe Langfeld 

Executive Director 

Human Life Alliance 

   

Amber Haskew 

Director of Public Policy 

Liberty Counsel Action 

 

Kim Colby 

Director 

Center for Law & Religious Freedom 

   

Alexandra Snyder, Esq. 

CEO 

Life Legal Defense Foundation 

 

James Nolan, Esq. 

President 

Crossroads Pro-Life 

   

Steven Ertelt 

Editor 

LifeNews.com 

   

Joel Brind, PhD 

President & CEO 

Natural Food Science, LLC 

 

Judie Brown 

President 

American Life League 

   

Troy Newman 

President 

Operation Rescue 

 

Eric J. Scheidler 

Executive Director 

Pro-Life Action League 

 

Greg Cox 

Lead Missionary 

National Pro-Life Center 

 

Peggy Nienaber 

Vice President 

Faith & Liberty 

 

Cindy Matthews 

Vice President 

Covenant Journey 

Danielle M. White 

General Counsel 

Heartbeat International 

 

Deborah Tilden 

Co-Founder 

S.M.A.R.T. Women's Healthcare 

 

Janet Morana 

Co-Founder 

Silent No More Awareness Campaign 

   

Cynthia Collins 

Founder 

SpeakHope.net 

   

Jim Sedlak 

Founder 

STOPP International 

   

Catherine Davis 

President 

The Restoration Project 

 

Maureen Blum 

President 

Catholics Count 

 

Larry Cirignano 

DC Representative 

Children First Foundation 

 

Lauren Muzyka 

Executive Director 

Sidewalk Advocates for Life 

 

Andrea Lafferty 

President 

Women for a Great America 

 

Brian Gibson 

Executive Director 

Pro-Life Action Ministries  

 

Jim Minnery 

Executive Director 

Alaska Family Council 

   

Cathi Herrod 

President 

Center for Arizona Policy 

   

Christopher Slattery 

Founder & President 

EMC FrontLine Pregnancy Centers 

 

Shawn Hyland 

Director of Advocacy 

Family Policy Alliance of New Jersey  



  

Nathan Winters 

Executive Director 

Family Policy Alliance of Wyoming   

 

Andrew Shirvell, J.D. 

Founder & Executive Director 

Florida Voice for the Unborn 

 

Esther Ripplinger 

Executive Director 

Human Life of Washington 

   

Ryan McCann 

Executive Director 

Indiana Family Institute 

   

Gene Mills 

President 

Louisiana Family Forum 

 

John Helmberger 

Chief Executive Officer 

Minnesota Family Council 

   

Elisa M. Martinez 

Founder & Executive Director 

New Mexico Alliance for Life 

 

Samuel H. Lee 

Director 

Campaign Life Missouri 

 

Tami Fitzgerald 

Executive Director 

North Carolina Values Coalition 

 

Michael Gonidakis 

President 

Ohio Right to Life 

   

Lois Anderson 

Executive Director 

Oregon Right to Life 

   

Cathie Humbarger 

Executive Director 

Right to Life of Northeast Indiana 

 

Julaine K. Appling 

President 

Wisconsin Family Action 

 

Peter Wolfgang  

Executive Director  

Family Institute of Connecticut

    
     
     
     
     
     
     


