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[bookmark: _GoBack]Judge Calabretta is an exceptional nominee with the qualifications to serve the Eastern District of California with distinction. While I regret that I could not attend the hearing to introduce Judge Calabretta to the Committee and the country myself, I thank Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley for considering his nomination, and submit this statement to express my confidence in his experience, judgment, and readiness to join the federal bench. 

Judge Calabretta’s nearly two-decade legal career has been marked by a commitment to serving the public’s interest. Before being appointed to the California Superior Court in 2019, Judge Calabretta’s career spanned from the California Department of Justice to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and from Sacramento to the Supreme Court.  In each of his roles, Judge Calabretta has demonstrated himself to have a keen legal mind and clear commitment to justice, and I know that he has the judgment and experience to hit the ground running on the Eastern District — a court with one of highest average per judge workloads in the country. 

Beyond his exceptional legal credentials, Judge Calabretta also brings with him a diversity of life experience that will help the judiciary better reflect the country it serves. As the first openly gay man to serve on the Eastern District’s bench, Judge Calabretta will bring a voice and experience not yet represented in the Eastern District, and the entire District will benefit because of it. 

I am confident that Judge Calabretta’s experience, acumen, and judgment will be an asset to the Eastern District of California, and the millions of people it serves. I urge my colleagues to advance his nomination.

