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September 15, 2009
Via First Class Mail and Facsimile

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

224 Dirksen Scnate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Fax: (202) 224-9516

The Honorable Jeff Sessions, Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary

United States Scnatce

152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Fax: (202) 224-9102

Re:  Nominations of Magistrate Judge Edward M. Chen, United States District
Court, Northern District of California; Judge Jacqueline Nguyen and Dolly
Gee, Esq., United States District Court, Central District of California

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

On behalf of the Asian/Pacific Bar of California (ABC), T write to offer our strongest
support for the Honorable Edward M. Chen, the Honorable Jacqueling Nguyen, and Dolly Gee,
Esq. —all of whom have been nominated by President Obama to serve on the United States
District Courts for the Northern and Central Districts of California.

ABC is the umbrella group for Asian Amcrican bar associations in the State of
California, as well as the collective voice for the Asian American legal community in the state.
ABC is dedicated to the promotion and appointment of qualified Asian Americans to the bench.
Through its statewide network of lawyers, ABC is a prominent and powerful advocate for
increasing the diversity of state and federal judicial officers.

According to the United States Bureau of the Census, Asian Americans currently make
up over 15% of California’s population. The Asian American community in California is
growing rapidly and, within a few years, Asian Americans will ikely comprise over onc-fifth of
the state’s population. Given California’s already significant Asian American population, the
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need for more Asian American federal judges is quite compelling. In California’s four federal
districts, only 5 of 79 sitting judges — less than 6% — are Asian Amcrican; one in the Southern
District of California, three in the Central District of California, and one in the Eastern District of
California. There is not now, nor has there ever been, an Asian American District Court Judge in
the Northern District of California in its more than 150-year history. This absence 13 shocking
given that the San Francisco Bay Area’s population has the highest percentage of Asian
Americans in the state.

If confirmed, Judge Nguyen, Ms. Gee, and Judge Chen would break important new
ground in the federal judiciary. Judge Nguyen would become the first Vietnamese American
district court judge in the nation. Similarly, Ms. Gee would be the first Chinese American
female district court judge in the United States. Both Judge Nguyen and Ms. Gee would be the
first Asian American women to serve as district court judges in the state of California. Judge
Chen would become the first Asian American district court judge in the Northern District of
California.

While diversitying the federal bench is an important 1ssue, it is essential that all judicial
appointees be of the highest caliber. Judge Chen, Judge Nguyen, and Ms. Gee all meet the
highest standards expected of the federal judiciary. Although they have taken different paths to
this point — one a former prosecutor, one from private practice, and one a former public interest
lawyer — they have each made substantial contributions to our local community and have madc a
difference in the lives of many on statewide and national levels. Collectively, based on their
qualifications and background, these candidates will bring to the bench an intellectual
cngagement with the law and a practical approach to addressing the needs of a changing society.

Magistrate Judge Edward M. Chen

Judge Chen has proven himself at every step of his career — as an advocate, a judge, and a
community servant. For the past eight years, Judge Chen has served with distinction as a federal
magistrate judge handling both civil and criminal matters in the Northern District of Californta.
He is well respected by lawyers, both defense attorneys and prosecutors alike, for his even-
handedness, fairness, and commitment to achieving justice. As a magistrate judge, he has
written over 300 published decisions and orders covering a wide range of legal issues, and has
presided over 20 civil and criminal jury and bench trials. Judge Chen also succeeded in his
carcer before assuming the bench, including his time at a private law firm, the American Civil
Liberties Union, and serving as the judicial law ¢lerk to both the Honorable James R. Browning
of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and for the Honorable Charles B.
Renfrew of the United States District Court for the Northern District of California.

Judge Chen has demonstrated a strong devotion to community service throughout his
career. Judge Chen was co-counsel to Fred Korematsu in Mr. Korematsu’s successful coram
nobis petition to overturn his 1942 conviction for violating a presidential order sending Japanese
Americans to internment camps during World War 11, Judge Chen’s achievements for the public
interest are numerous and his service has been recognized by many organizations, including the
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National Asian Pacific American Bar Association, the Minority Bar Coalition of Northern
California, the United States Attorncy’s Office for the Northern District of California, and the
United States Department of Justice, among many others, Among these numerous awards, Judge
Chen was voted “Judge of the Year” by the Barristers Club of San Francisco in 2007,

Judge Chen, unanimously rated “well qualified” by the American Bar Association, is
deserving of our strongest endorsement.

Judge Jacqueline Nguyen

Judge Nguyen has served with distinction as a Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge
since 2002, Upon her appointment, she was the first Vietnamese American woman to serve on
the California bench. She currently hears both misdemeanor and felony cases and also manages
the operations of the Alhambra, California courthouse in which she presides, allowing her to
work closely with court stakeholders, law enforcement, prosecutors, and the defense bar. Prior
to her appointment to the Superior Court, Judge Nguyen served as a federal prosecutor in the
U.8. Attorney’s Office, ending her career there as the deputy chief of the General Crimes
Section. Judge Nguyen also spent several years at a civil law firm.

Judge Nguyen has always been committed to her community, having served in leadership
roles in the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Los Angeles, among others. She has
received several awards, including the Trailblazer Award from the National Asian Pacific
American Bar Association, a recognition award from the Asian Pacific American Legal Center,
and awards from the United States Department of Justice, United States Department of State, and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Judge Nguyen, also unanimously rated “well qualified” by the American Bar
Association, is deserving of our strongest endorsement.

Dolly Gee, Esq.

Ms. Gee is a partner at Schwartz, Steinsapir, Dobrmann & Sommers LLP in Los Angeles,
where she has practiced throughout her 23-year legal career. She specializes in labor and
employment law and also serves as an arbitrator on Kaiser Permanente’s Independent Arbitration
System. Ms. Gee previously served on the Federal Servicc Impasses Panel (by Presidential
appointment) and as a court-appointed independent election monitor. She has lectured at UCLA
School of Law and served as the judicial law clerk to the Honorable Milton L. Schwartz of the
United States District Court for the Eastern District of California.

Ms. Gee has been steadfastly dedicated to public service, having scrved on the boards of
many legal nonprofits, including the Agian Pacific American Legal Center, the Western Center
on Law and Poverty, the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Los Angeles County, and
the California Women's Law Center. Ms. Gee has received several awards for her legal and pro
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bono work, including awards from the State Bar of California, the City of Los Angeles, the Los
Angcles Human Relations Commission, and the National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association, among many others. Through her various activitics, Ms. Gee has always fought to
promote equal access to justice.

Judge Gee, unanimously rated “qualified” by the American Bar Association, is deserving
of our strongest endorsement.

Judge Chen, Judge Nguyen, and Ms. Gee arc qualified, deserving, and necessary
additions to the bench. They are extraordinary people whose combination of legal acumen,
character, and experience will allow them to become valuable members of the federal judiciary.
We urge their speedy confirmation.

Very truly yours,

Edwin K. Ptather
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The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Member

Comumittee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re:  Federal Judicial Nominations of Jacqueline H. Nguyen (C.D. Cal.),
Edward M. Chen (N.I). Cal.), and Dolly M. Gee (C.D. Cal.)

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

On behalf of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (“"NAPABA™), we
strongly endorse and urge the prompt confirmation of Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen and Dolly M. Gee
for the United States District Court for the Central District of California, and Judge Edward M. Chen
for the United States District Court for the Northern District of California. Each of these applicants
has the experience, intellectual capacity, and judicial temperament to be excellent United States
District Court judges. This is the first time in history that three Asian Pacific American judicial
candidates have been before this Committee at the same time. All three have support from a wide
range of local groups and individuals. Each candidate also independently has the strong backing of
the Asian Pacific American community nationally. Among other things, each of these nominees has
received NAPABA’s Trailblazer Award, which is NAPABA’s highest award and is bestowed on
lawyers whose professional achievements have paved the way for other Asian Pacific American
lawyers.

MNAPABA is a national bar association representing the interests of Asian Pacific American
attorneys, judges. law professors, and law students. Now in its 215t year, NAPABA represents the
interests of 60 affiliate organizations and over 40,000 Asian Pacific American attorneys. NAPABA is
deeply committed to supporting the appointment of qualified Asian Pacific Americans to the federal
bench, where Asian Pacific Americans are woefully underrepresented. The following key facts
illustrate the need for greater Asian Pacific American representation in the federal judiciary:
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o Ofthe approximately 8§75 federal Article IIT judges, only 8 are Asian Pacific
American ~ less than 1 percent.

» Only 4 of the over 70 Article ITI judges serving in California are Asian Pacific
American. If the number of Asian Pacific American Article ITT judges serving in
California reflected California’s general population, approximately 10 judges would
be Asian Pacific American.

» There have only been 2 Asian Pacific American female Article 11T judges in the
history of the United States, neither of whom serves in California.

* There has never been a Vietnamese American to serve as an Article IT] judge
anywhere in the nation — Judge Nguyen would fill that void.

» There has never been a Chinese American female to serve as an Article 11T judge
anywhere in the nation — Ms, Gee would fill that void.

= Although Asian Pacific Americans constitute approximately 33% of the population in
the San Francisco/Greater Bay Area, there has never been an Asian Pacific Amerjcan
Article I1T judge in this area — Judge Chen would fill that void. The lack of an Asian
Pacific American judge in this District is particularly unfortunate, given that many of
the most infamous decisions affecting Asian Pacific Americans — including United
States v. Korematsu, Yick Wo v. Hopking, and Lau v, Nichols — were first rendered by
the federal district court in San Francisco.

Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen is currently a judge with the Los Angeles County Superior
Court, where she has served since her appointment in August, 2002 as the first Vietnamese American
woman to serve as a judge in California. In addition to her regular duties as a trial court judge, Judge
Nguyen is currently the Site Judge for the Alhambra Courthouse. As Site Judge, Tudge Nguyen is in
charge of the administrative operation of the Alhambra Courthouse, which she accomplishes through
close working relationships with the sitting judges, court leadership, law enforcement, and the
assigned prosecutors and defenders. Prior to her appointment to the bench, Judge Nguyen worked for
many years as an Assistant United States Attorney with the United States Attorney’s Office for the
Central District of California, ultimately serving as Deputy Chief of the General Crimes Section,
after stints with the Organized Crimes Strike Force, and the Public Corruption and Government
Fraud Section. Judge Nguven is perhaps best known for her ground breaking anti-terrorism
prosecution in the “Operation Eastern Approach” case of United States v. Tabatabai, the first
successful prosecution in the United States for providing material support and resources to a
designated foreign terrorist organization.

Judge Nguyen has received several awards for her achievements. These awards include the
Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association’s Contribution to the Field of Law Enforcement
Award (2002), severa] commendation and achievement awards from the Department of Justice, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the State Department, NAPABA's Trailblazer Award (2006), a
special recognition award from the Asian Pacific American Legal Center (2002}, and the Alumni
Award from Qccidental College.

Judge Nguyen has demonstrated a lifelong commitment to the community. She was a
volunteer Pro Bono attorney with Public Counsel’s foster adoption project. She was a founding
member of the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Los Angeles, eventually serving as its
president. She has served as a board member of the Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles, a
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. board member of the Japanese American Bar Association, and a member of the Asian Concerns
Committee. -

Judge Nguyen is a testament to both the beauty, and the promise, of the American Dream.
Judge Npuyen escaped the fall of South Vietnam with her family in a harrowing trip, starting with a
terrifying toss over a fence, to a plane ride filled wall to wall with people, temporary separation from
her father, through a chaotic Saigon, to the Philippines, to Guam, and eventually, to Camp Pendleton,
California. Having been born into a life of privilege, then to lose it all to the chaos of war, Judge
Nguyen embraced her new life in America with grace, fortitude, determination, and cheerful
modesty, assisting her mother in cleaning dental offices growing up, eventually earning 2 scholarship
to Occidental College, and then later, UCLA School of Law, continuing all the while to help her
mother in the family donut shop on the weekends. A story that could be crushing to many, Judge
Nguyen’s strength of character and determination shines. $he brings a deep diverse experience, both
professional and personal, that would serve her well as a United States District Court Judge.

Judge Edward M. Chen is a well-respected jurist with a history of service in the Bay Area,
not only as a judge but as an attorney and community volunteer. He has served as a United States
Magistrate Judge for the Northern District of California for over eight years, where he has presided
over numerous civil and criminal trials by jury and bench. He has adjudicated scores of cases by
motion, and is the author of over 300 published opinions and orders covering a wide range of subject
matters. He therefore alteady has the experience of running a federal district court docket, and would
be poised to contribute immediately in the Northern District. Prior to his appointment as a magistrate
judge, Judge Chen served as a staff attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union, as a litigation
associate at Coblentz Patch Duffy & Bass, and as a law clerk for the Honorable Charles B. Renfrew,
former Judge for the United States District Court for the Northern District of California, and James
R. Browning, then Chief Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

Judge Chen has demonstrated a commitment to public service and the legal community
throughout his career. Most notably, Judge Chen was on the legal team representing Fred Korematsu
that successfully overturned - in a coram nobis case — his World War I conviction for failing to
comply with the Japanese internment order. Judge Chen’s confirmation as an Article ITI judge on the
same court that initially convicted Mr. Korematsu would represent a symbolic arc of history that
affinms the strength of the American justice system. But Judge Chen’s community service has not
been limited to this one case. He has served on the board of directors of the Asian American Bar
Association of the Greater Bay Area, the Chinatown Community Development Corporation, and the
Middlebridge School, which serves children with learning disabilities. Judge Chen also chaired the
Marin Montessor] School’s diversity committee.

Judge Chen has been a longstanding leader in the legal community generally in the Bay Area
and the Asian Pacific American community specifically. Judge Chen was voted Judge of the Year in
2007 by the Barristers Club of San Francisco and has been ranked “exceptionally well qualified” by
the Bar Association of San Francisco. Among the awards and recognitions that he has received are
NAPABA’s Trailblazer Award in 2001, the Building Bridges Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Bay Area Asian Pacific American Law Students Association Conference, the Joe Morozumi
Exceptional I.egal Advocacy Award from the Asian American Bar Association of the Greater Bay
Area, and the Minority Bar Coalition Unity Award. He was recently re-appointed to a second term by
the district judges of his court.
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Judge Chen overcame adversity at a young age and understands the challenges faced by
many families. Judge Chen’s fathet emigrated from China as a merchant in the 1920s and his mother
immigrated to Texas in the late 19305 during the Sino-Japanese war. Judge Chen was botn and rajsed
in racially diverse Oakland, California. When Judge Chen was 9 years old, his father suffered a
stroke and slipped into a coma for 3 12 years before passing away, His mother was left to care for
Judge Chen and his three older brothers and also to take over the family import business started by
his father, a business that Judge Chen helped to run when he became an adult. Judge Chen
understands family challenges even now. He is the parent of a child who is severely deveiopmentally
disabled and another with learming disabilities. All of these experiences — as a judge, a community
advocate, a small business owner, the son of immigrants, and as a father — combine to make Judge
Chen a well-rounded nominee who will always seek to ensure just results for all litigants.

Dolly M. Gee is a managing partner with Schwartz, Steinsapir, Dohrmann & Sommers LLP,
where she specializes in labor and employment law. $he has extensive experience in federal and state
court litigation involving all aspects of labor and employment law, representing bath plaintiffs and
defendants. Although Ms. Gee has not served as a judge before, she has a substantial amount of
quasi-judicial experience. From 1994 ta 1999, Ms. Gee served as a member of the Federal Service
Impasses Panel, where she mediated and arbitrated numerous disputes and participated in hundreds
of summary dispositions of impasses between federal agencies and federal sector labor unions. She is
an arbitrator for the Kaiser Permanente Independent Arbitration System, in which she arbitrates
medical negligence claims, During the 1995-96, 1999-2000, and 20035-06 Tnternational Brotherhood
of Teamsters Delegate and Officer Elections, Ms. Gee served as an independent election monitor
under the auspices of the Office of the Election Officer, established under the supervision of the
Honorable David N. Edelstein, U.S, District Judge for the Southern District of New York. In that
capacity, she investigated and recommended dispositions for hundreds of election protests relating to
alleged violations of election rules. During law school, Ms. Gee was an extern for the Honorable
Allen E. Broussard of the California Supreme Court. After law school, she was a law clerk for the
Honorable Milton L. Schwartz, 11.S. District Judge for the Eastern District of California.

Ms. Gee also serves as a role model for alt lawyers, and especially Asian Pacific American
and female lawyers. Ms. Gee’s parents emigrated from small farming villages in Toisan, China and
she grew up in a predominantly African American community near South Central Los Angeles. Her
father served in the U.8. Navy during WWIT and was among the first wave of Chinese American
aerospace engineers who worked on the Space Shuttle and Apollo space missions for North
American Aviation and later Rockwell International. Her mother was a garment worker whose
experiences inspired Ms. Gee to go into the field of labor and employment law.

Ms. Gee’s bar association and public service activities reflect her commitment to fostering
racial harmony and understanding, and promoting tolerance in Los Angeles, a diverse ¢ity which has
seen its share of racial conflict and violence, She is a former Trustee of the Los Angeles County Bar
Association. She is a past president of the Southern California Chinese Lawyers Association and a
founder and advisory board member of the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Los Angeles
County. She has served as a board member of the Western Center on Law & Poverty, the Califormia
Women’s Law Center, and the Asian Pacific American Legal Center of Southern California. She was
a member of the State Bar of California's Judicial Nominees Evaluation Commission, where she
evaluated candidates for state judicial positions. She also has served as a Central District lawyer
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representative to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference and was a member of the Ninth Circuit
Advisory Board.

As a result of her many pro bono efforts, Ms. Gee has received public service awards and
commendations from the City of Los Angeles, the City of Monterey Park, the Los Angeles Human
Relations Commission, the Office of the California Secretary of State, the Office of the Los Angeles
City Attomney, the State Bar of California, and the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Los
Angeles County. Ms. Gee received NAPABA’s Trailblazer Award in 2001, Since 2004, she has been
named each year as a “Southern California Super Lawyer” by Los Angeles Magazine.

Based on their qualifications, professional achievements, and commitment to public service,
Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen, Judge Edward M. Chen, and Dolly M. Gee would make immediate
contributions as federal district court judges. Each nominee has significant professional
accomplishments that demonstrate his or her fitness for the bench. Moreover, each nominee brings a
unique personal life story that would inspire all Americans. In light of the exceedingly low number of
Asian Pacific American federal judges nationwide, the addition of all three individuals to the federal
judiciary is important to NAFPABA. Accordingly, the National Asian Pacific American Rar
Association proudly endorses and urges the speedy confirmations of Judge Jacqueline H, Nguyen
and Dolly M. Gee for the United States District Court for the Central District of Califormia, and
Judge Edward M. Chen for the United States District Court for the Northern District of California.

Sincerely,

e VHL <.

Andrew T. Hahn, St.
President

Tina R. Matsucka
Executive Director

P
John C Pﬁf(’ang

Co-Chair, Judiciary Committee
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Wendy Wenxﬁun@ﬁ;
Co-Chair, Judiciary Committee
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The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman |

Committee |'pn the Judiciary

United Statds Senate

224 Dirksed Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Meémber

Committee pn the Judiciary

United States Senate

152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Federal Judicial Nominations of Jacqueline H. Nguyen (C.D. Cal.), Dolly M. Gee
{(C.D. Cal), and Edward M. Chen (N.D. Cal.).

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

The Asian American Justice Center (AAJC) is dedicated to the advancement of human and civil rights for
Asian Amerjcans through advocacy, public policy, public education, and litigation. AAJC is a national leader
on issues of particular importance to the Asian American community including: affirmative action, anti-
Asian violedce prevention and race relations, census, immigrant rights, immigration, language access, and
voting rights. AAJC was founded in 1991 by regional legal defense fund organizations rooted in local
communitie$. AAJC carries out its mission by operating closely with its three affiliates: the Asian Pacific
American Legal Consortium (APALC) in Los Angeles, the Asian Law Caucus (ALC) in San Francisco and
the Asian American Institute {AAI) in Chicago. In total, AATC has a network of nearly 100 community-
based organizations in 25 states and the District of Columbia. AAJC recognizes a critical need for greater
participation by Asian Americans in the federal courts. Of the approximately 875 federal Article I judges,
only eight afe Asian Americans. This woeful underrepresentation of Asian Americans in the federal judicial
systemn deprives our courts of unique perspectives that are essential to resolving the complex issues before
our courts taday.

AAJC urgesithe timely confirmation of Judge Jacqueline H. Nguven for the United States District Court for
the Central ]j)istrict of California, Ms. Dolly M. Gee for the United States District Court for the Central
District of C:ralifornia, and Judge Edward M. Chen for the United States District Court for the Northern
District of California. Each nominee is superbly qualified and would faithfully and skillfully serve on the
United States District Court, Further, the confirmation of these nominees will prominently signal to the
Asian American community that our federal judicial system is moving toward greater inclusion and
increased access for all seeking justice. For decades, Judge Nguyen, Ms. Gee, and Judge Chen have been




well-respected leaders in the Asian American community and their confirmation will ensure a vital, yet
underrepresented, perspective is fostered in our federal judicial system.

Judge Jacq'ueline H. Nguyen serves as a judge with the Los Angeles County Superior Court. She was
appointed in August 2002 and is the first Vietmamese American woman to serve as a judge in California.
Judge Nguyen s confirmation would promote the first Vietnamese American to an Article II1 judgeship in
our country’s history. Judge Nguyen has a strong background in criminal law that will serve her well on the
bench. Priar to her appointment to the Superior Court, Judge Nguyen served as an Assistant United States
Attorney with the Criminal Division of the United States Attorney’s Office where she was the Deputy Chief
of the Genejral Crimes Section. She also served on the Organized Crimes Strike Force, and the Public
Corruption and Government Fraud Section while at the United States Attorney’s Office. Judge Nguyen is
active in theé community and has been recognized repeatedly for her many achievements.

Judge Nguyien rose from humble beginnings as part of an immigrant family. As a child, she came to
Amernica anjldst the fall of South Vietnam on a chaotic journey riddled with uncertainty and filled with fear.
Once here, she grew up helping her mother clean dental offices and later that work ethic translated into a full
tuition schollarship to Occidental College and later admission to UCLA School of Law. These events that
formed Judge Nguyen’s experiences, achievements, and character are unique to Vietnamese Americans and
at the same%:me it is a story shared by countless American families. Her experience and character give us
full confidence that she will make an excellent jurist on the United States District Court for the Central
District of Callfomla We give Judge Nguyen our highest endorsement,

Ms. Dolly M Gee is 2 partner with the law firm of Schwartz, Steinsapir, Dohrmann & Sommers LLP. Ms,
Gee has long recognized the importance serving her commumty and this is evidenced by the numerous
awards she has received for her leadership. For example, in the early 1990s following the racial strife and
violence in Los Angeles that riveted the nation, Ms. Gee’s pro bono activities promoted racial tolerance and
aided those harmed by violence. Ms. Gee’s private practice specializes in labor and emp]oyment law and she
has extensive experience in federal and state court litigation. Ms. Gee also has deep experience as a neutral
mediator ang arbitrator. She worked on the Federal Service Impasse Panel where she mediated and
arbitrated impasses between federal agencies and federal sector labor unions. She has also worked as a
court-appointed independent election monitor for delegate elections of 27 International Brotherhood of
Teamsters lgcal unions in California, Nevada, and Hawaii. In this position, Ms. Gee investigated and
recommendéd dispositions of election protests relating to alleged violations of election rules.

Ms. Gee’s I&gal career was inspired by her family. Her father came to the United States from a small farming
village in Toisan, China. He later served in the U.S. Navy during World War IT and then worked for our
nation’s burgeoning young aerospace industry to support the Apollo space missions. Ms. Gee’s interest in
labor and employment law flows from watching her mother working as a garment worker. Ms. Gee’s
commitment to professional excellence and service has been clear throughout her career. Ms. Gee's abilities
and her charlacter make her worthy of our highest endorsement,

Judge Edw#rd M. Chen is a well-respected federal magistrate judge in the Bay Area and has served in that
position for over eight years. In this capacity he has presided over numerous criminal and civil cases,
including bench and jury trials. Judge Chen’s experience as a magistrate judge gives him a special
familiarity with the tasks and challenges facing federal district court judges. Even though approximately
35% of the San Francisco/Bay Area population is Asian American and Pacific Islander, there has never been
an Asian Anerican Article II] judge in the area. He would be the first. Judge Chen’s confirmation would
clevate a qualified, respected jurist within the very community that he has long served to great acclaim. Prior
to becomingja magistrate judge, Judge Chen served as: a staff attorney for the American Civil Liberties
Union; a litigation associate at Coblentz Patch Duffy & Bass; a law clerk to the Honorable James R.




Browning, Chief Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit; and & law clerk to the
Honorable Cha:r]es B. Renfrew, United States District Court, Northern District of California. Judge Chen is
an active leader in his community. Of particular note, Judge Chen participated in the legal team that
successfully overturned — in a coram nobis case — Fred Korematsu’s World War 11 conviction for failing to
comply with the Japanese intemment order. Judge Chen has garnered numerous awards that reflect the legal
commumty s high regard for his careful work as a jurist.

Judge Chenl s professional success is extraordinary when considering the adversity he faced in his childhood.
His father emlgrated from China in the 1920s as a merchant and his mother immigrated to Texas in the late
1930s. th:n Judge Chen was 9 years old, his father suffered a stroke and remained in a coma before
passing awdy three and a half years later. His family continued the import business his father started and he
maintained ihat business early in his legal career. Judge Chen continues to deal with personal challenges as
the parent otf two children, one with developmental disabilities and the other with learning digabilities.
Through it all Judge Chen has maintained an impeccable professional reputation with an outward focus on
helping oth¢rs who seek justice. We give Judpge Chen our highest endorsement.

After reviewing their accomplishments and record it is with tremendous confidence and pleasure that we
endorse Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen, Ms. Dolly M. Gee, and Judge Edward M. Chen for confirmation as
federal district court judges. Their continued pursuit of justice and professmnal excellence is remarkable.
These individuals will enrich our judicial system with their expertise and unique perspectives. Although
Asian Ametiicans would remain underrepresented on the federal bench, the confirmation of these three
individuals is a move in the right direction for our justice system. Accordingly, the Asian American Justice
Center endqrses and urges the confirmations of Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen and Ms. Dolly M. Gee for the
United States District Court for the Central District of California, and Judge Edward M. Chen for the United
States District Court for the Northern District of California.

Sincerely,

Foutf ot

Pre51dent anld Executive Director




JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

1828 L Street, NW = Suite 802 « Washington, DC * 20036
Ph: (202) 223-1240 » Fax: (202) 296-8082 * E-mail: dc@jacl.org

September 11, 2009

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re:  Federal Judicial Nominations of Jacqueline H. Nguyen (C.D. Cal.), Edward M.
Chen (N.D. Cal.), and Dolly M. Gee (C.D. Cal.)

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) is the oldest and largest Asian American
civil rights organization in the United States. JACL monitors and responds to issues that
enhance or threaten the civil and human rights of all Americans and implements strategies to
effect positive social change, particularly in the Asian Pacific American community. Through
our extensive member network and relationships with various civil rights organizations, we
strive to promote a world that honors diversity by respecting the values of fairness, equality and
social justice. Consistent with our mission, we endorse the recent nominations of Judge Edward
M. Chen, Ms. Dolly M. Gee, and Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen and would applaud their prompt
confirmation. These individuals are tremendously qualified and their many contributions to the
community have gone far to advance JACL’s vision. The confirmation of these judicial
nominees would help our federal judicial system draw on the unique, yet underrepresented,
abilities of our nation’s rich Asian American community.

Judge Edward M. Chen is a well-respected federal magistrate judge in the Bay Area and has

- served in that position for over eight years. In this capacity he has presided over numerous
criminal and civil cases, and has authored over three hundred published opinions. Judge Chen is
an active leader in his community. JACL particularly applauds and appreciates Judge Chen’s
work on the legal team that successfully overturned — in a coram nobis case — Fred Korematsu’s
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World War II conviction for failing to comply with the Japanese internment order. This case
revealed that the alleged evidence justifying the Japanese internment order was fabricated or
exaggerated to a great extent. It went far to restoring the dignity of Japanese Americans and the
faith of all Americans who revere human and civil rights. We respect Judge Chen’s record of
public service, professional achievement, and continued quest for justice. It is particularly
astounding given the Bay Area’s substantial Asian American population that, if confirmed, Judge
Chen would be the first Asian American Article I judge to serve there. He deserves our
strongest endorsement,

Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen is a judge with the Los Angeles County Superior Court.
She was appointed in August 2002 and is the first Vietnamese American woman to serve as a
judge in California. If confirmed, Judge Nguyen would become the first Vietnamese American
Article I1I judge in the history of the United States. Prior to her appointment, Judge Nguyen
served as an Assistant United States Attorney with the Criminal Division of the United States
Attorney’s Office where she was the Deputy Chief of the General Crimes Section. She also
served on the Organized Crimes Strike Force, and the Public Corruption and Government Fraud
Section while at the United States Attorney’s Office. Judge Nguyen is extremely active in the
community and has been recognized for her many achievements. We are especially impressed
by her role as a leader in the Asian American legal community and we are confident that she will
serve as an excellent district court judge. Judge Nguyen deserves our strongest endorsement.

Ms. Dolly M. Gee is a partner with Schwartz, Steinsapir, Dohrmann & Sommers LLP.
She specializes in labor and employment law and has extensive experience in federal and state
court litigation. Ms. Gee also has substantial experience as a neutral mediator and arbitrator.
She served on the Federal Service Impasse Panel where she mediated and arbitrated impasses
between federal agencies and federal sector labor unions. She has also served as a court-
appointed independent election monitor for delegate elections of 27 International Brotherhood of
Teamsters local unions in California, Nevada, and Hawaii. In this position, Ms. Gee investigated
and recommended dispositions of election protests relating to alleged violations of election rules.
Ms. Gee’s reputation for fairness and professionalism in these quasi-judicial roles is welt
deserved. She has also used these skills to serve as a respected leader in her community. In the
early 1990s following the racial strife and violence in Los Angeles, Ms. Gee’s pro bono activities
promoted racial tolerance and aided those harmed by violence. Her continued leadership on
community issues and excellence as attorney has been widely recognized by various
commendations and awards. We appreciate her dedication and character and we are confident
that she will serve as an outstanding district court judge. Ms. Gee deserves our strongest
endorsement.

After measuring their professional accomplishments, qualifications, and character, it is

our pleasure to endorse Judge Jacqueline H, Nguyen, Ms. Dolly M. Gee, and Judge Edward M.
Chen for confirmation as federal district court judges. Each individual we endorse here has
made a special contribution to their communities, both locally and nationally. The confirmation
of these individuals would add highly qualified jurists to the federal bench who bring ideas,

- views, and experiences that are inadequately represented among our Article ITI judges today.
Accordingly, the Japanese American Citizens League proudly endorses and urges for the speedy
confirmations of Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen and Ms. Dolly M. Gee for the United States District



Court for the Central District of California, and Judge Edward M. Chen for the United States District
Court for the Northern District of California.

Sincerely,

/472&’7 /7

S. Floyd Mori
National Director
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‘Meeting Urgent Needs Today, Empowering Communities for Tomorrow”

September 10, 2009

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Member
_ Committee on the Judiciary
.United States Senate

152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re:  Federal Judicial Nominations of Jacqueline H. Nguyen (C.D. Cal.), Edward M. Chen
(N.D. Cal.), anid Dolly M. Gee (C D Cal)

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

Boat People SOS (BPSOS) is a national immigrant services organization serving the Vietnamese - - .

American and Immigrant community. BPSOS was founded in 1980 by Vietnamese Asylées.and
Refugees to assist the Vietnamese boatlifts of refugees fleeing persecution in communist Vietham.
From 1980 through 1996, BPSOS assisted in the resettlement of over 20,000 refugees. Currently,
BPSOS focuses on providing essential integration services for self sufficiency including ESE;, -
Citizenship, Financial Literacy, Health Awareness and Family Based Immigration Services. .
Additionally, BPSOS provides disaster assistance in the Gulf Coast in the aftermaths of Hurricanes
Katrina, Rita, Gustav and Ike and case management and assistance for victims of domestic wolence and
human trafficking. aE

BPSOS endorses the nominations of Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen for the United States District
Court for the Central District of California, Ms. Dolly M. Gee for the United States District Court for the
Central District of Califomia, and Judge Edward M. Chen for the United States District Court for the
Northern District of California. Each nominee is expertly qualified for this position. Further, the
confirmation of these nominees will provide needed diversity in the federal judicial system which will
ncrease the accessibility for all seeking justice. For decades, Judge Nguyen, Ms. Gee, and Judge Chen
are well-respected leaders in the Asian American community and their confirmation will ensure a vital,
yet underrepresented, perspective is fostered in our federal judicial system.

Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen serves as a judge with the Los Angeles County Superior Court.
She was appointed in August 2002 and is the first Vietnamese American woman to serve as a.judge in




Califorma. If confirmed, Judge Nguyen would become the first Vietnamese American Article III judge
in the history of the United States. Judge Nguyen has a strong background in criminal law. Prior to her
appointment to the Superior Court, Judge Nguyen served as an Assistant United States Attorney with the
Cnminal Division of the United States Attorney’s Office where she was the Deputy Chief of the General
Crimes Section. She also served on the Organized Crimes Strike Force, and the Public Corruption and
Government Fraud Section while at the United States Attorney’s Office. Judge Nguyen is active in the
community and has been recognized repeatedly for her many achievements.

Judge Nguyen rose from humble beginnings as part of an immigrant family. As a child, she
came to America amidst the fall of South Vietnam on a chaotic journey riddled with uncertainty and
punctuated by terrifying moments. She grew up helping her mother clean dental offices and later that
work ethic translated into a full tuition scholarship to Occidental College and then admission to UCLA
School of Law. These early events that shaped Judge Nguyen’s experiences, achievements, and
character are unique to Vietnamese Americans and at the same time it is a story shared by countless
American families. Her experience and character give us full confidence that she will make an excellent
jurist on the United States District Court for the Central District of California. We give Judge Nguyen
our highest endorsement.

Ms. Dolly M. Gee is a partner with the law firm of Schwartz, Steinsapir, Dohrmann & Sommers
LLP. She specializes in labor and employment law and has extensive experience in federal and state -
court litigation. Ms. Gee also has substantial experience as a neutral mediator and arbitrator. She served
on the Federal Service Impasse Pancl where she mediated and arbitrated impasses between federal -
agencies and federal sector labor unions. She has also served as a court-appointed independent election
monitor for delegate elections of 27 Intemational Brotherhood of Teamsters local unions in California,
Nevada, and Hawaii. In this position, Ms. Gee investigated and recommended disposttions of election
protests relating to alleged violations of election rules. Ms. Gee has long recognized the importance:
serving her community and this is evidenced by the numerous awards she has received for her -
leadership. For example, in the early 1990s following the racial strife and violence in Los Angeles, Ms.
Gee’s pro bono activities promoted racial tolerance and aided those harmed by violence.

Ms. Gee’s legal career was inspired by her family. Her father came to the United States from a
small farming village in Toisan, China. He later served in the U.S. Navy during World War II and then
worked for North American Aviation and Rockwell International to support the Apollo space missions.
Ms. Gee’s interest in labor and employment law grew from watching her mother working as a garment
worker. Ms. Gee’s commitment to professional excellence and service has been clear throughout her
career. Ms. Gee’s abilities and her character make her worthy of our highest endorsement.

Judge Edward M. Chen 1s a well-respected federal magistrate judge in the Bay Area and has
served in that position for over eight years. In this capacity he has presided over numerous criminal and
civil cases, and has authored over three hundred published opinions. Judge Chen’s experience as a
magistrate judge gives him a special familiarity with the tasks and challenges facing federal district
court judges. Even though approximately 35% of the San Francisco/Bay Area population is Asian .
American and Pacific Islander, there has never been an Asian American Article HI judge in the area.
Given his judicial experience, Judge Chen is perfectly poised to make history in that manner. Prior to
becoming a magistrate judge, Judge Chen served as: a staff attorney for the American Civil Liberties
Union; a litigation associate at Coblentz Patch Duffy & Bass; a law clerk to the Honorable James R.
Browning, Chief Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit; and a law clerk to
the Honorable Charles B. Renfrew, United States District Court, Northern District of Califoria. Judge
Chen is an active leader in his community. Of particular note, Judge Chen participated in the legal team
that successfully overturned — in a coram nobis case — Fred Korematsu’s World War II conviction for




failing to comply with the Japanese internment order. Judge Chen has garnered numerous awards that -
reflect the legal community’s high regard for his careful work as a jurist.

Judge Chen’s professional success is exceptional when considering the adversity he faced in his
childhood. His father emigrated from China in the 1920s as a merchant and his mother immigrated to
Texas in the late 1930s. When Judge Chen was 9 vears old, his father suffered a stroke and remained in
a coma before passing away three and a half years later. His family continued the import business his
father started and he maintained that business early in his legal career. Judge Chen continues to deal
with family challenges as the parent of two children, one with developmental disabilities and the other
with learning disabilities. Through it all, Judge Chen has maintained an impeccable professional
reputation with a focus on helping others who seek justice. We give Judge Chen our highest
endorsement.

After reviewing their accomplishments, qualifications, and character, it is with great pride and s
enthusiasm that BPSOS endorses Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen, Ms. Dolly M. Gee, and Judge Edward = =
M. Chen for confirmation as federal district court judges. Their leadership in pursuit of justice for the
underserved and underprivileged is extraordinary. The confirmation of these individuals would be a
historically important step toward addressing the systemic underrepresentation of Asian Americans in
our judicial system. Accordingly, the Asian American Justice Center proudly endorses and urges the _
confirmations of Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen and Ms. Dolly M. Gee for the United States District Court for. -
the Central District of California, and Judge Edward M. Chen for the United States District Court for the o

. Northern District of California.

Sincerély_,-_ :

#h2 Dinh Nguyen, Ph.D,
Executive_j Director
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September 15, 2009

Via Facsimile and Regular Mail

Honorable Patrick J. L.eahy

United States Senate

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Jeff Sessions

United States Senate

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: The Honorable Jacqueline H. Nguven

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

It is with great honor that I am submitting this letter in support of The Honorable Jacqueline
H. Nguyen for confirmation as United States District Judge for the United States District Court for
the Central District of California. [have known Judge Nguyen for 21 years, from the time we began
our legal studies at the University of California, Los Angeles. After graduating from law school, we
both spent three years in private practice and then met up again at the United States Attorney’s
Office (USAQ) in Los Angeles, where Judge Nguyen remained for eight years. Judge Nguyen was
highly respected at the USAO, both as a trial attorney and as a supervisor. She is incredibly smart,
hard-working, efficient and well-reasoned in her decision-making. Most importantly, she displays
the utmost integrity at all times. She is calm, thoughtful and respectful of others. She is the
definition of “power” versus “force.” She leads by example, not with a iron fist.

In trial practice, one often hears from colleagues that a Judge is “prosecution-oriented” or
“defense-oriented.” While I have not appeared before Judge Nguyen since [ became a criminal
defense attorney, I can tell you assuredly what her reputation is in the legal comnunity. Judge
Nguyen is known not to favor either side. She is beloved by the prosecutors and the defense alike.




What is said is that “Judge Nguyen is smart,” “Judge Nguyen is thoughtful,” and “Judge Nguyen
respectfully listens to the argoments on both sides and is fair.” That is completely inline with what
I have known of Judge Nguyen for over two decades, and is precisely what we need on the federal

bhench.

I urge that the Committee conduct a speedy confirmation of Judge Nguyen, for the benefit
of all in the Central District of California.

Sincerely,
KARDON LAW, INC.

/o

NANCY KARDON

cc: Hon. Dianne Feinstein
Gregory Craig, Esq., White House Counsel
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11770 Warner Ave,, Suite 103, Fountain Valley, California 92708
September 18, 2009
Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail

The Honorabie Patrick Leahy
Chairman

United States Senate

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Fax: 202.224.9516

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Fax: 202.224.9102

RE: Letter in Support of the Judicial Nomination of Judge
Jacqueline H. Nguyen as United States District Court

Judge for the Central District of California
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

The National Conference of Vietnamese American Attorneys Association (“"NCVAA”) is
dedicated to the development of the system of justice and committed to providing a forum for
attorneys to exchange idea regarding legal issues affecting the global community and specifically
the Vietnamese American communitics around the world. The NCVAA expresses its strongest
support for the prompt confirmation and historical appointment of Los Angeles County Superior
Court Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen as a United States District Court Judge for the Central
Digtriet.

When appointed in 2002 by Govemor Gray Davig, Judge Nguyen became the first
Vietnamese American wornan to serve as a judge in the State of California. If confirmed by the
Senate, Judge Nguyen would be the third female Asian Pacific American Article III judge in
United States history, the first female Asian Pacific American Article III judge in California, and
the first and only Vietnamese American to serve as an Atticle HI judge anywhete in the nation.

Born in Dalat, South Vietnam, Judge Nguyen was one of cleven siblings and a danghter
of a South Vietnamese army major who had worked closely with United States intelligence
officials. Her journey to the United States began in 1975 and took her from South Vietnam to
the Philippines, to Guam, and eventually to Camp Pendleton, California. Judge Nguyen’s
personal background, triumphs and successes embodies the “American Dream.”

Judge Nguyen's intellectual qualifications are not in doubt. She has stellar academic
records and has beld important government positions during her career. Afier eaming a B.A.
degree in English from Occidental College, Los Angeles, California in 1987, and a 1.D. from
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law in 1991, Judge Nguyen began her lcgal
career in private practice as an asgociate at the law firm Musick, Peeler & Garrett in downtown
Los Angeles.



Chairman Leahy and Ranking Members Sessions
September 18, 2009
Page 2

Judge Neuyen was also an Assistant United States Attorney in the Office of the United States
Attorneys. During her six years in that office, she was commended for her work as an Assistant in the
Public Corruption and Government Fraud Section, overseeing Department of Defense fraud prosecution,
and as the Deputy Chief in the General Crimes Section.

As a judge, her opinions are thoughtful and cautiouws, reflecting her careful approach in analyzing
and applying the law to the facts and circumstances at hand, while respecting the common law and legal
precedents. As a federal prosecutor in the U.S. Attorneys Office, Judge Nguyen was known for her anti-
terrorism prosecution. Her victory in the “Operation Eastern Approach” case in U.S. v. Tabatabai was
one of the first successful prosecutions in the United States for providing material support and resources
to a designated foreign terrorist organization, in vielation of 18 U.8.C. 2339B.

The NCVAA believes that Judge Nguyen is highly qualified for the position and hepes that the
Senate will expediently confirm her as the U.S. District Court Judge for the Central District of California.
Thank you for your attention to this important milestone, and please do not hesitate to contact us if you
have any questions.

Sincerely,

&;‘DM%W—* “;W

Dominique N. Thieu {co-chair) May Trinh Gibbs (co-chair)




September 17, 2008

The Honorable Patrick ). Leahy
Chairman

Comrittee on the Judiclary
United States Senate

224 Dirksen Senate Office Bullding
Washington, DC 20510

The Honaorable Jeff Sessians
Ranking Member

Committee an the Judiclary
United States 5enate

152 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washingtan, DC 20510

Re: Federal Judicial Nominations of Jacqueline H. Nguyen (C.D. Cal.), Edward M. Chen
(N.D. Cal.), and Dolly M. Gee (C.D, Cal.)

Dear Chalrman Leahy and Ranking Member Sesslons:

I am writing to you teday asking far your support in confirming Judge jacqueline H, Nguyen and Ms,
Dolly M. Gee for the United States District Court for the Cantral District of California and Judge Edward
M. Chen for the Unlted States District Coust for the Narthern District of California,

The Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC) is a natlonal organization advancing the Interests
of Cambodian, Laatian, and Vietnamese Ameticans through leadership development, capacity bullding,
and community empowerment. We were founded in 1979 a¢ the Indochina Refugee Action Center
(IRAC) to facilitate the relocation of Southeast Asian refugees into Amerlcan society. We strive to
empower Southeast Asian Americans to advacate for themselvas an issues of concarn to their
cammunities, lncluding lssues invalving our federal judicial system.

There has never been an Aslan Americans Article 1] Judge in the Northern Disttict of Callifarnia . The
underrepresentatlon of Aslan Article 11l judges is not reflective of California’s 15 percent Asian Amerlcan
population, and of the 875 Article 1)l judges In the natlan, only eight are Asian Armerican, a rate thet is
less than one percent, Therefore, SEARAC endorses the nominations and urgas the immediate
conflrmation of Judge Edward M. Chen, Ms. Dolly Gee and Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen. Each individual
is highly recognized and respected at the local and national Jevels. Their axpariences, comblned and
Individually, are beyond exemplary and would build cur federal bench 10 & stronger, more
representative system,




Ms. Dolly M, Gee experiences a5 a commu nity leader demonstrates her dedication to equality and the
rule of law. To address the racial tenslons in Los Angeles In the early 1990's, Ms. Gee advocated for
tolerance and provided free legal assistance to the underserved in her community. Now as a partner
with Schwartz, Steinsapir, Dohrmann & Sommers LLP, she continues her dedication to equality and the
rule of law by specializing in labor and employment law. However, Ms, Gee's akility to equate fairness
was greatly demonstrated when she served on the Federal Service Impasse Panel as a medlator
resolving hundreds of Impasses between federal agencies and labor unions. Recognizing that Ms. Gea's
track record of resalving problems thraugh her impartial decislon making, she became a court-
appointed election monitor in the etection of 27 International Brotherhood of Teamsters local uniors in
California, Nevads, and Hawaii. Through all har work, Ms. Gee has shown a strong understanding of the
legal system’s emphasis of being falr and Just, We st rongly believe that Ms. Gee will continue her
excellence in being fair and just as a district court judge. We offer our earnest endorsement to Ms.
Gea's canfirmation.

Jucige Edward M. Chen serves a5 a federal magistrate Juclge for the United States District Court for the
Northern District of Californla since 2001. Judge Chen'’s reputation of being fair has earned him respect
from other federal district court judges and re-appointment to 3 second term, His experience in over 20
¢riminal and civil trials by jury and bench cases, authoring aver 300 published declsion and orders, and
conducting over 500 settlement conference makes ludge Chen a well seasoned Judicial nominge, Before
serving as a Judge, Judge Chen became part of Asian American history when he and his legal team
represented Fred Korematsu in a corgm nobis case. Judge Chen and his team were successful in
averturning Fred Korematsu's conviction for falling to comply with the Japanese internment order
during World War Il. The holding for this case showed the unjust reasoning behind Japanese internment,
not only for Kerematsu, but for all Japanese Americans that were affected by internment. This success is
only one of many of Judge Chen’s successes In fighting for justice, Judge Chen’s experiences lllustrate
his dedication to Justice and why he is well respected by 50 many of his peers. SEARAC offers our
deepest support for ludge Chen's confirmatlon,

Judge Jacyuellne H. Nguyen became the first Vietnamese American wornan judge in Califarnia when she
was appointed with the Las Angeles County Superior Court in 2002. Judge Nguyen not only brings her
experlence as a Judge with the Los Angeles County Superler Court, as an Assistant United States
Attorney for the Criminal Division of the United States Attorney’s Offlce and later as the Office’s Deputy
Chief of the General Crimes Sections, she Is the faca of California, In a state that is home ta the largest
Southeast Asian American population, numbering over 700,000, Judge Nguyen's journey embadies the
struggle of many Southeast Asian American refugees that settled in Californla and the success that all
Americans dream of. She would be the first Vietnamese American In the nation to become an Article 1
judge. We extend our strongest endorsement of Judge Nguyen's confirmation.

Individually, each judicial nominee has shown an aptitude for Justice and Impartiality that is needed to
be an Article |)l judge. Accordingly, the Southeast Asig Resource Action Center urges tha confirmation of
Judge Jacqueline H. Nguyen and Ms, Colly M, Gee far the United States District Court for the Central
District of Califarnia, and Judge Edward M. Chen for the United States District Court for the Northern
District of California,

Sincerely,

Executive Director
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