
                                                                                                                                    
 

                                                                                                                           
 

  

 January 10, 2019 
 
 

   The Honorable Lindsey Graham   The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 

 Senate   Committee on the Judiciary    Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

    United States Senate    United States Senate  

 

   Dear Chairman Graham and Ranking Member Feinstein: 

  

As CEO of the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW), and on behalf of its 90,000  

members and supporters, we call upon members of this committee and the entire United States 

Senate to reject the nomination of William Barr for the role of United States Attorney General. 

We strongly believe that former Attorney General Barr does not possess the ability to fairly 

oversee the Department of Justice and meet its obligations to protect constitutional rights and 

promote justice without prejudice.  

 

As advocates inspired by Jewish values and guided by our faith, we understand the sanctity of 

religious freedom guaranteed by the First Amendment to the US Constitution. We know that 

religious freedom is meant to be a shield, not a sword, and that public servants must place the US 

Constitution above personal religious beliefs in order to preserve religious liberty for all. 

 

Barr, on the other hand, has used religious freedom as a not-so-subtle guise for discrimination. 

He praisedi the Department of Justice’s 2017 directive “to all executive departments containing 

guidance for protecting religious expression.”ii The directive essentially gave federal government 

workers carte blanche to use their religious beliefs to discriminate against and deny service to 

other Americans. Barr has similarly advocated for religion-based “moral instruction” in public 

schools,iii and on at least one occasion called for the imposition of “G-d’s law” in America.iv Barr 

described the Supreme Court’s decision in Lee v. Weismanv as a “disappointing setback” that 

would “press religion to the margins.”vi In reality, Lee – which established that clergy-led prayer at 

a public school graduation is a violation of the Establishment Clause – has actually served as the 

basis for many cases that safeguard religious freedom.vii 

 

By enshrining – or attempting to enshrine – any one religion, the government unconstitutionally 

infringes on the free exercise of religion. All nominees subject to Senate confirmation should 

follow the path of the late Justice William Brennan, Jr., who vowed to this Committee over fifty 

years ago that his faith would not interfere with upholding the laws of this nation. He said, “what 

shall control me is the oath that I took to support the Constitution and the laws of the United 

States…it is that oath and that alone which governs.”viii Unfortunately, Barr has not 

demonstrated that he would prioritize the hard-won constitutional protections of the First 

Amendment over his own personal beliefs while serving the American public.  

 

In addition to his harmful views on religious liberty, Barr’s hostile record towards immigration, 

criminal justice, LGBTQ equality, and reproductive rights disqualifies him to be our nation’s chief 

legal officer. We cannot permit the personal ideology of our next United States Attorney 

General to prevent the Department of Justice from both fairly enforcing our laws and protecting 

our constitutional civil rights.  
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The Attorney General is one of the most powerful positions in the federal government; Barr’s 

record demonstrates that he is unfit to serve in such capacity. He is a threat to our civil rights — 

especially for religious minorities, women, immigrants, refugees, LGBTQ individuals, and other 

marginalized communities. I urge you vote against Barr’s confirmation as US Attorney General. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Nancy K. Kaufman, CEO 

National Council of Jewish Women  
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