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     June 12, 2009 
 
 
 
The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy  The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
Chairman     Ranking Member 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary  Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510   Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions: 
 

The undersigned current and five past Chairs of the American Bar Association 
Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources congratulate our colleague and friend, 
Ignacia S. Moreno, on being nominated for the position of Assistant Attorney General, 
Environment and Natural Resources Division, U.S. Department of Justice.  Ms. 
Moreno’s deep understanding of environment and resources law and impeccable 
credentials make her a stellar choice to lead the Environment and Natural Resources 
Division.  Ms. Moreno’s appointment is good for the environment, as her personal and 
professional integrity and command of the law equip Ms. Moreno well to lead this 
critically important Division of the Department of Justice. 
 

We are thrilled for Ms. Moreno, and enthusiastically support her confirmation 
as Assistant Attorney General. 

 
Sincerely 
 
 

Lauren J. Caster   Claudia Rast    Sheila Slocum Hollis  
Fennemore Craig, P.C.   Pear Sperling Eggan &   Duane Morris LLP  
3003 North Central Avenue  Daniels, P.C.    1667 K Street, N.W.  
Suite 2600    24 Frank Lloyd Wright Dr.  Suite 700  
Phoenix, AZ 85012   Lobby D    Washington, DC 20036  

    Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
 
Kenneth J. Warren   Eugene E. Smary   Lynn L. Bergeson  
Hangley Aronchick Segal  Warner, Norcross & Judd  Bergeson & Campbell, P.C.  
& Pudlin    111 Lyon Street, NW Ste 300 1203 Nineteenth St., N.W. 
One Logan Sq. 27th Floor  Grand Rapids, MI 49503  Washington, D.C. 20036 
Philadelphia, PA 19103  
 

SECTION OF ENVIRONMENT, 
ENERGY, AND RESOURCES 
321 N. Clark Street 
Chicago, IL 60654-7598 
(312) 988-5724 
Fax: (312) 988-5572 
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June 16, 2009 
 
The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
Chairman 
United States Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary 
224 Senate Dirksen Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

Re: Endorsement of Ignacia S. Moreno for Assistant Attorney General,   
      Environment and Natural Resources Division, Department of Justice 
 

Dear Senator Leahy: 
 
As President of the Institute for Governance & Sustainable Development based in 
Washington, DC and Geneva, and Director of the International Network for 
Environmental Compliance and Enforcement, I am writing to highly recommend Ms. 
Ignacia S. Moreno for Assistant Attorney General of the Environment and Natural 
Resources Division at the Department of Justice. IGSD works to advance the 
understanding, development and implementation of effective, accountable and 
democratic systems of governance for sustainable development; INECE is the only global 
network of environmental compliance and enforcement practitioners dedicated to raising 
awareness of compliance and enforcement; developing networks for enforcement 
cooperation; and strengthening capacity to implement and enforce environmental 
requirements. 
 
I have known Ignacia Moreno throughout her distinguished career and she would be a 
superb choice for this position. She has the talent and temperament to be a great Assistant 
Attorney General, providing thoughtful and inspired leadership for one of the most 
important environmental offices in the U.S. government. 
 
The Assistant Attorney General position requires a leader who knows and values the 
environmental mission she is called upon to protect. It requires a leader who can be tough 
on environmental crime, and who can help maintain environmental law and order. It also 
requires a leader who appreciates the emerging environmental issues, including first and 
foremost, climate change. Most of all perhaps, it requires a leader who appreciates the 
tremendous talent that exists within the Environment Division, and throughout the client 
agencies, and who has the leadership skills and diplomatic skills to expand on past 
success, while charting a new course for the future. 
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Ignacia Moreno possesses all of these skills, as well as an impressive range of 
environmental law and policy experiences spanning almost 19 years. The positions she 
has held and the variety of issues she has been exposed to further strengthen her case for 
the position of Assistant Attorney General.  
 
Environmental issues, climate change in particular, are now in the policy spotlight, and 
for good reason: how the U.S. handles the energy and climate crisis will largely 
determine our course on many national and international issues for years to come. The 
individual who takes this position must be someone with a strong record of upholding 
environmental values and who can be counted on to use their sound judgment to make 
the right decisions in the months and years ahead. I am fully confident that Ignacia S. 
Moreno has the expertise, the leadership, and the integrity to succeed as Assistant 
Attorney General of the Environment and Natural Resources and I give her my highest 
recommendation.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any questions: (202) 498-2457 or dzaelke@igsd.org.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Durwood Zaelke 
President, IGSD 
Director, INECE Secretariat 
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Steven A. Herman
1350 I Street. N.W.

Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005-3311

Direct:
Fax:

July 21,2009

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman
United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Member
United States Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Ignacia S. Moreno

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

I am writing to support the nomination of Ignacia S. Moreno as Assistant Attorney
General for the Environment and Natural Resources Division at the United States Department of
Justice.

I first met Ms. Moreno in 1994 when I was Assistant Administrator for Enforcement and
Compliance Assurance at the Environmental Protection Agency, a position I served in for eight
years. Ms. Moreno was the Special Assistant and then Principle Counsel to the Assistant
Attorney General of the Environment and Natural Resources Division, my primary contact at the
Department of Justice. During this time I attended numerous meetings at which Ms Moreno
participated. Members of my staff worked closely with her on specific projects. I was always
impressed by her intelligence, careful preparation, judgment, integrity and good humor. She
knew how to stay focused and keep her eye on the problem that we were trying to solve. She
also knew how to listen and work constructively with others, regardless of whether or not they
agreed with her on a particular matter. She showed that she could be a leader and a good team
player at the same time.

Ms. Moreno's varied experience at the Department of Justice and, subsequently, in the
private sector, gives her a unique and valuable perspective on the very complex legal, natural
resources, and environmental issues that will come before her. I have no doubt that Ms. Moreno
is well qualified for the position of Assistant Attorney General and will do an excellent job if she
is confirmed by the Senate.

Sincerely yours,

Steven A. Herman

Steven A. Herman
1350 I Street. N.W.

Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005-3311

Direct: (
Fax: 
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The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman
United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
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Re: Ignacia S. Moreno

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:
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         August 7, 2009 
 
The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy   The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
Chairman      Ranking Member  
Senate Committee on the Judiciary   Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building   224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
 
 Re: Ignacia S. Moreno 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions: 
 

I write in my capacity as former President of the Environmental Law Institute 
(ELI), a position I held from 1980 until 2003. Since 1969, the Institute has played a 
pivotal role in shaping environmental law, policy, and management worldwide. Today, 
ELI serves people on the front lines of environmental decision making and dispute 
resolution by providing the best thinking on legal and policy solutions and experienced 
advice on implementation. Prior to my position at ELI I served as an officer and director 
of the Sierra Club, and served as President of the Club in 1977 and 1978. 
 
 It has come to my attention that Ms. Ignacia Moreno, current Counsel for the 
Northeast/Midwest Regions and International for the General Electric Company, has 
been nominated for the position of Assistant Attorney General for the Environment and 
Natural Resources Division. Ms. Moreno’s experience and background make her an ideal 
candidate to serve in this role. I strongly endorse her confirmation. 
 

During my tenure as President, ELI played a major role educating judges and 
enforcement officials in Latin America and throughout the world. Our judicial education 
program specifically has trained judges in Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, Honduras, and Peru, and this work continues under my successor, Leslie 
Carothers.  
  

I have been well-acquainted with Ms. Moreno and her work, and recall 
specifically an in-depth meeting we held at the Institute shortly after she became a 
Partner at Spriggs & Hollingsworth in 2002 during which we discussed a wide range of 
concerns about environmental enforcement in Latin America.  
 

Ms. Moreno’s depth of knowledge and experience in enforcement are indeed 
impressive, and it is no wonder, because it was she who helped develop and negotiate 
cooperative enforcement initiatives under agreements in North and Latin America during 
her time as Principal Counsel to the Assistant Attorney General in the Clinton 
Administration. Ms. Moreno did government-to-government consultations involving 



multiple U.S. Government agencies with the Ministry of the Environment in Bogota, 
Colombia. 

 
I am also acquainted with the strong and high visibility role she has played in the 

International Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement (INECE). Ms. 
Moreno co-chaired panels for INECE meetings in Mexico City and Chaing Mai, Thailand 
on a host of environmental enforcement issues, such as on environmental crimes, and 
also on important cooperative efforts such as on climate change/Montreal Protocol 
enforcement. I am also an active participant in INECE, which is the only global network 
of environmental compliance and enforcement practitioners, and is dedicated to raising 
awareness of compliance and enforcement; developing networks for enforcement 
cooperation; and strengthening capacity to implement and enforce environmental 
requirements.  

 
Today’s environmental challenges are greater than ever. Over the past 40 years 

world population has almost doubled to 6.7 billion. Resource consumption has 
skyrocketed both in the industrialized world and in the developing world. We now 
recognize that human activity is causing climate change that impacts natural systems and 
people worldwide. We are on the verge of taking the next big steps needed both 
domestically and globally to combat climate change.  

 
Given the increasing complexity and global interconnection of our environmental 

challenges, it is vital that U.S. environmental enforcement leaders have not only depth, 
breadth and knowledge of the law, but facility in engaging their colleagues and 
counterparts in international fora and in nations around the world, and Ms. Moreno has a 
strong and proven track record. 

 
She has outstanding credentials, and has earned the high regard of her colleagues 

in the American Bar Association Section of Environment, Energy and Natural Resources 
and elsewhere. I strongly support her confirmation for this important position. 

 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
 
    Sincerely, 
 
 
    J. Wil am Futrell 
    
    
     



 

August 18, 2009 

FACSIMILE AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Senator Patrick Leahy 
Chairman 
U.S Senate Judiciary Committee 
SD-Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC  20510 -6275 
  
Senator Jeff Sessions 
Ranking Member 
U.S Senate Judiciary Committee 
SD-Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC  20510 -6275 
  
              Re:          Endorsement of Ignacia S. Moreno for Assistant Attorney General,  
                             Environment and Natural Resources Division  
  
Dear Senator Leahy and Senator Sessions: 

On behalf of the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda (NHLA), I write to express our 
strong support for the confirmation of Ignacia S. Moreno as the Assistant Attorney General for the 
Environment and Natural Resources Division of the Department of Justice (Division).  NHLA is a 
non-partisan non-profit coalition composed of 29 of the leading national and regional Hispanic civil 
rights and public policy organizations, elected officials and other prominent Hispanic Americans. 
NHLA coalition members represent the diversity of the Latino community – Mexican Americans, 
Puerto Ricans, Cubans, Dominicans and other Hispanic Americans. 

The depth and breadth of Ms. Moreno’s experience, acquired during more than eighteen 
years as an environmental lawyer in government and in private and corporate practice, render her 
extraordinarily well-qualified to serve as the Assistant Attorney General for the Division. She is a 
leading practitioner in the field of environmental and natural resources law. Significantly, she served 
with distinction as Special Assistant (1994-1995) and then Principal Counsel to the Assistant 
Attorney General for the Division during the Clinton Administration (1996-2001). In those roles, 
she participated in the management of the Division, led significant domestic and international 
environmental enforcement initiatives, expanded and managed the Division’s international program, 
handled litigation, and provided advice and counsel to the Assistant Attorney General on a wide 
variety of matters. Her prior experience with the Division will allow her to be an informed and 
integral part of the Department of Justice from the outset of her tenure. 
 
 Ms. Moreno’s private sector experience is also noteworthy. She practiced at the law firm of 
Hogan & Hartson LLP in Washington, DC as an associate from 1990 to 1994, where she 
distinguished herself in the firm’s environmental, litigation and community service practice groups. 
From 2001 to 2006, she was Of Counsel and then a Partner with the law firm of Spriggs & 
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Hollingsworth where she specialized in environmental and tort litigation with an emphasis on 
science-based approaches. In 2006, she was recruited by the General Electric Company, where she 
currently serves as Counsel, Northeast/Midwest Regions and International and manages 
environmental remediation and litigation matters. 

Ms. Moreno has demonstrated a strong commitment to community service.  Currently, she 
serves pro bono as General Counsel to the Hispanic National Bar Association (a member of the 
NHLA). At the HNBA, she is well-regarded for her legal expertise, sound judgment and integrity. 
She is a past President of the Hispanic Bar Association of the District of Columbia, and has held 
leadership positions with the American Bar Association, the District of Columbia Bar, the 
Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs, and the Center for 
International Environmental Law. She also has done significant pro bono work in the areas of 
environmental protection, education and mentoring. 

Ms. Moreno has earned the support of a broad range of stakeholders in the environmental 
and Hispanic communities, as well as the American Bar Association Section on Environment, 
Energy and Resources, and former environmental enforcement officials. Ms. Moreno’s professional 
qualifications, expertise, integrity, intelligence, commitment to the environment, and dedication to 
public service make her an outstanding candidate for the position of Assistant Attorney General for 
the Environment and Natural Resources Division. We urge her immediate confirmation. 

Sincerely, 

 
Lillian Rodriguez- Lopez 
Chair, NHLA 
 
On behalf of the following: 
 
Cuban American National Council 
Hispanic Federation 
Hispanic National Bar Association 
Labor Council for Latin American Advancement 
League of United Latin American Citizens 
MANA, A National Latina Organization 
National Association of Hispanic Federal Executives 
National Association of Hispanic Publications 
National Conference of Puerto Rican Woman 
National Council of La Raza 
National Hispana Leadership Institute 
National Hispanic Caucus of State Legislators 
National Hispanic Environmental Council 
National Hispanic Medical Association 
National Puerto Rican Coalition 
Self-Reliance Foundation 
SER-Jobs for Progress 
Southwest Voter Registration and Education Project 







 

 

September 4, 2009 

 

 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 

Chairman 

Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Chairman Leahy: 

 

On behalf of the National Council of La Raza (NCLR), the largest national Hispanic civil rights 

and advocacy organization in the United States, I write in strong support for the confirmation of 

Ignacia Moreno to be the next Assistant Attorney General of the Environment and Natural 

Resources Division at the U.S. Department of Justice. 

 

While NCLR has not historically worked on environmental policy issues, we do know that 

Latinos are often disproportionately affected by pollution.  For example, recent studies by 

University of Southern California Professor Manuel Pastor show that Latinos and Blacks 

nationwide are more likely to live in areas with higher exposure to air pollution from industrial 

and automobile sources.  In addition, there are well-known examples of water pollution in the 

border communities of Texas where many Latinos reside.  Accordingly, the Latino community 

has a large stake in how our national environmental laws are enforced. 

 

NCLR supports the nomination of Ms. Moreno for many reasons.  First, she is eminently 

qualified for the role as demonstrated by the strength of her track record as a leading 

environmental and natural resources lawyer.  Ms. Moreno began her career almost 20 years ago 

as an attorney at Hogan & Hartson, specializing in environmental litigation with a focus on 

regulatory compliance matters on many key environmental laws.  She was then appointed by 

President Clinton to the position of Counsel and Principal Counsel to the Assistant Attorney 

General in the Environment and Natural Resources Division.  During her eight years on the 

management team of the Division, Ms. Moreno was responsible for environmental enforcement 

policy initiatives, including regional agreements in North and Latin America.  Her outstanding 

work at the Division was recognized by special commendations from the Division and bronze 

medals from the Environmental Protection Agency for outstanding service.  Ms. Moreno then 

returned to private practice and now serves as Counsel, Corporate Environmental Programs, at 

the General Electric Company.  This breadth of experience in both business and government 

gives her a broader lens for developing effective strategies to protect the environment. 

  

Second, Ms. Moreno has an excellent record of advocacy at the Department of Justice for strong 

governmental and citizen processes to protect the environment, with particular concern for the 

effects of environmental pollution on poor communities.  In particular, NCLR is deeply 

impressed with Ms. Moreno’s work to address pollution in the Colonia communities along the 



U.S.-Mexican border in Texas, including leading efforts to improve access to safe drinking 

water.  In addition, Ms. Moreno was instrumental in devising the Department of Justice strategy 

for implementing President Clinton’s executive order on environmental justice.  We know that 

Ms. Moreno will continue to be an advocate for strong enforcement of our environmental 

protection laws wherever they apply. 

 

Third, we note that Ms. Moreno has taken on many leadership and volunteer commitments that 

contribute to the Hispanic community.  For example, she is the General Counsel of the Hispanic 

National Bar Association, as well as former president of her local chapter.  She has also worked 

on important pro bono activities supporting language assistance in the Voting Rights Act with 

leading civil rights groups such as the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund.  

In addition, Ms. Moreno has donated her time to representing migrant workers in her pro bono 

legal practice. 

 

In short, we believe that Ignacia Moreno’s legal work, leadership experience, and commitment to 

protecting the environment make her extremely qualified to assume the top leadership role in the 

Environment and Natural Resources Division at the Department of Justice.  Her leadership will 

be a great asset to the Department of Justice as well as to the advancement of environmental 

protections for our nation.  We hope you will give Ms. Moreno every consideration for this 

critical post. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Janet Murguía 

President and CEO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 










	Moreno-061209-ABAChairs.pdf
	Moreno-061209-DanielBarstowMagraw
	Moreno-061509-LoisSchiffer
	Moreno-061609-InstituteForGovernance&SustainableDevelopment
	                           Institute for Governance & Sustainable Development

	Moreno-062309-JeffreyBGracer
	Moreno-062309-RobertBCave
	Moreno-070109-HispanicNationalBarAssociation
	Moreno-071609-JointLetter
	Moreno-071609-WilliamKissinger
	Moreno-072109-JamesSimon
	Moreno-072109-StevenHerman
	Moreno-072209-JudgeCharlesSheehan
	Moreno-072709-StevenSolow
	Moreno-072809-EdwardMNorton
	Moreno-080709-WashingtonLawyersCommitteeForCivilRightsAndUrbanAffairs
	Moreno-080709-WilliamFutrell
	The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy   The Honorable Jeff Sessions
	Please contact me if you have any questions.
	J. William Futrell

	Moreno-081809-NationalHispanicLeadershipAgenda
	Moreno-082409-NationalNativeAmericanBarAssociation
	Moreno-083109NationalCouncilOfLaRaza
	Moreno-083109-RichardRevesz
	Moreno-090309-GeraldTorres



