
 

 

     February 6, 2012 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Robert Casey 

U.S. Senate 

393 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C.  20510 

 

Honorable Patrick Toomey  

U.S. Senate 

502 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C.  20510

Re: Nomination of Gerald A. McHugh, Jr. to the Eastern District  

 

Dear Senators Toomey and Casey: 

 

 Please consider this letter in support of the potential nomination of Gerald McHugh to the 

federal trial bench. 

 

 The signatories to this letter represent a broad cross-section of the trial bar.  We hail from 

firms large and small; represent government, corporations, management, labor, and individuals 

from all walks of life.  We include Democrats, Republicans, and Independents.  Some of us have 

prosecuted accused criminals, and others defended them. We find ourselves on opposite sides of 

the courtroom on a regular basis.  What we share in common is Fellowship in the American 

College of Trial Lawyers.
1
 

 

 The College is the oldest and most respected institution of the trial bar.  Past Presidents 

have included Justice Lewis Powell and Attorney General Griffin Bell, among other legendary 

members of the bar.  

 

Fellowship in the College is limited to the top one percent of practicing trial attorneys in 

any state.  In addition to showing exceptional ability, a proposed Fellow must show exceptional 

integrity and character.  The vetting process is painstaking and lengthy. 

 

 Membership in the College is so cherished that upon elevation to the United States 

Supreme Court, each new Justice is offered, and gladly accepts, admission.  Members of the 

High Court have regularly addressed the College, and advice from the College’s standing 

committees on the administration of justice is welcomed by the federal judiciary.   

 

 In addition to sharing that Fellowship, the other common thread uniting us, and the 

motivation for this letter, is the firm conviction that Jerry McHugh would make an outstanding 

federal judge. 

 

                                                 
1 This letter does not represent an official position of the American College, but a personal communication 

from individual lawyers who are Fellows of the College.  
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 Some of us know him as a colleague or as co-counsel.  Others know him as an opponent.  

Some of us have sought his advice or asked his representation of our clients, family and friends. 

Many of us have learned from his lectures, or relied upon his treatise on Pennsylvania torts. Yet 

others have worked with him on projects to improve the administration of justice or access to the 

courts.  

 

These multiple interactions bring all of us to the same place: Jerry McHugh would be a 

judge to whom we could entrust our most important matters, and whatever the outcome, we 

would be confident that our clients will receive an impartial, informed decision, soundly rooted 

in the law.  We are equally confident that his temperament is uniquely suited to presiding over a 

courtroom and fulfilling the duties of a judge 

 

 We assume there is no need to recount the many professional achievements which 

account for Jerry McHugh’s stature in the bar.  There is one revealing footnote, however, the 

significance which would only be understood by Fellows of the College.  Each year, at the 

induction ceremony, one new Fellow is selected by the President of the College to deliver 

remarks on behalf of the inductees, an intimidating array of the best of the trial bar from around 

the United States.  In Jerry McHugh’s year, after weighing the accomplishments of a 

characteristically impressive class, the President accorded him that signature honor. 

 

 As lawyers who are privileged to litigate some of the most important cases in our federal 

courts, we harbor no doubt that an appointment of Jerry McHugh would be acclaimed across 

Pennsylvania.  

 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 
Elizabeth K. Ainslie 
Schnader Harrison Segal & 

Lewis, LLP 

 

Carmen P. Belefonte 
Saltz, Mongeluzzi Barrett & 

Bendesky, PC 

 
Thomas A. Bergstrom 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, 

PC 

 

David F. Binder 
Gold Silverman Goldenberg & 

Binder 

Allan D. Black 
Fine Kaplan and Black 

 

Andrew L. Braunfeld 
Masterson Braunfeld, LLP 

 

James M. Brogan 
DLA Piper 

 

Fred B. Buck 
Rawle & Henderson, LLP 

 
William R. Caroselli 
Caroselli Beachler McTiernan & 

Conboy, LLC 

Honorable Robert Cindrich  
Univ. of Pitts. Med. Ctr. 

U.S. District Court (Ret) 

 

J. Gordon Cooney, Jr. 
Morgan Lewis & Bockius, LLP 

 

James D. Crawford 
Schnader Harrison Segal 

   & Lewis, LLP 

 
Joseph C. Crawford 
Pepper Hamilton, LLP 
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Kell M. Damsgaard 
Morgan Lewis & Bockius, LLP 

 
Francis J. Deasey 
Deasey Mahoney Valentini & 

North 

 

 

A. Roy DeCaro 
Raynes McCarty 

 
Thomas J. Duffy 
Duffy & Partners 

 
Lawrence J. Fox 
Drinker Biddle & Reath, LLP 

 
Louis W. Fryman 
Conrad O’Brien, PC 

 

Nancy H. Fullam 
The Fullam Firm, PC 

 
Joseph Fullem, Jr. 
Thorp, Reed & Armstrong 

 
Nancy J. Gellman 
Conrad O’Brien, PC 

 
Charles B. Gibbons 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, 

PC 

 
Amy B. Ginensky 
Pepper Hamilton, LLP 

 
John P. Gismondi 
Gismondi & Associates 

 
 

Allan H. Gordon 
Kolsby Gordon Robin  

   Shore Bezar 

 

John A. Guernsey 
Conrad O’Brien, PC 

 
Susan K. Herschel 
Hoyle Fickler Herschel & 

Mathes, LLP 

 

C. Clark Hodgson, Jr. 
Stradley Ronon Stevens & 

Young, LLP (Ret) 

 

Peter J. Hoffman 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & 

Mellott, LLC 

 
Daniel B. Huyett 
Stevens & Lee, PC 

 

Adrian R. King 
Post & Schell, PC 

 

Edwin L. Klett 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney 

 
The Honorable William 

Lamb 
Lamb McErlane, PC 

Supreme Court of PA (Ret) 

 
Timothy R. Lawn 
Raynes McCarty 

 

David Lehman 
McNees Wallace & Nurick 

(Ret) 

 

S. Gerald Litvin 
Morgan Lewis & Bockius, LLP  

(Ret) 

 

Stephen A. Madva 
Montgomery McCracken 

   Walker & Rhoads, LLP 

 

Gregory P. Miller 
Drinker Biddle 

 

H. Laddie Montague, Jr. 
Berger & Montague 

 

James F. Mundy 
Powell Law 

 
Dean F. Murtagh 
German Gallagher & Murtagh, 

PC 

 
Arthur Newbold 
Dechert, LLP 

 

William J. O’Brien 
Conrad O’Brien, PC 

 
Roberta D. Pichini 
Feldman Shepherd 

Wohlgelernter Tanner 

   Weinstock & Dodig 

 
William H. Pugh, IV 
Kane Pugh Knoell Troy & 

Kramer, LLP 

 
Alfred W. Putnam, Jr. 
Drinker Biddle & Reath, LLP 

 
Steven E. Riley, Jr. 
Conner Riley Friedman & 

Weichler 

 
Joseph F. Roda 
Roda Nast, PC 
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James Rohn 
Conrad O’Brien, PC 
 
Daniel F. Ryan, III 
O’Brien & Ryan, LLP 

 
Howard D. Scher 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, 

PC 

 
Carol Nelson Shepherd 
Feldman Shepherd 

Wohlgelernter Tanner 

   Weinstock & Dodig 

 
Daniel J. Sherry 
Marshall Dennehey Warner 

Coleman & Goggin 

Bernard W. Smalley 
Tucker Law Group, LLC 

 
Craig A. Stone 
Marshall Dennehey Warner 

Coleman & Goggin 

 

Dennis Suplee 
Schnader Harrison Segal 

   & Lewis, LLP 

 

Joseph A. Tate 
Dechert, LLP 

 
 

 

 

 

Ralph G. Wellington 
Schnader Harrison Segal &        

Lewis, LLP 
 
Robert E. Welsh, Jr. 
Welsh & Recker, PC 

 
Thomas R. Wilson 
Unruh Turner Burke & Frees 
 

William M. Wycoff 
Thorp Reed & Armstrong, LLP 

 
James A. Young 
Christie Pabarue Mortensen & 

Young 
 

 

 


