December 12, 2025

The Honorable Charles Grassley, Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Richard Durbin, Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Re:  Letter in Support of the Confirmation of Brian Lea to be a Judge on the U.S.
District Court for the Western District of Tennessee

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Durbin:

We are all current or former U.S. Department of Justice officials who write in our
individual capacities to support the confirmation of Brian Lea to be a judge on the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of Tennessee.

Over the course of his legal career, Mr. Lea has excelled as a scholar, in private practice,
and in public service.

Mr. Lea has a stellar academic record. He graduated summa cum laude from the University
of Georgia School of Law and was a member of the of the Georgia Law Review. He also received
several awards for his academic record including the law school’s award for the highest academic
average.

After graduation, Mr. Lea clerked for two distinguished federal judges: Judge Ed Carnes
on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and Justice Clarence Thomas. After his
clerkships he served as an associate and partner at Jones Day, and a visiting professor at the
University of Georgia School of Law.

In the beginning of this year, Mr. Lea joined the Department of Justice as a Deputy
Associate Attorney General where he immediately impressed his colleagues with his legal acumen,
judgment, and work ethic.

More important than his academic and legal records, is his integrity, decency, and sense of
duty. We are confident that Mr. Lea will serve honorably, decide wisely, and treat the parties
before him with respect. The Western District will be lucky to have him. We respectfully urge
the Senate Judiciary Committee and the full Senate to move expeditiously to process and confirm
his nomination.
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