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The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
433 Russell Senate Office Building  
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
335 Russell Senate Office Building 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
October 20, 2009 
 
Dear Senators Leahy and Sessions: 
 
On behalf of the Criminology and Criminal Justice Policy Coalition, a partnership between the 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences and the American Society of Criminology, we write to 
urge your support for the nomination of Dr. John Laub as the Director of the National Institute of 
Justice at the Department of Justice.  
 
Dr. Laub is a distinguished criminologist and researcher, currently serving as a Professor in the 
Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice at the University of Maryland, College Park, 
and a Visiting Scholar at the Institute for Quantitative Social Science at Harvard University.  Dr. 
Laub’s research expertise on the affects of crime and deviance over the life course, juvenile 
delinquency and juvenile justice, and the history of criminology, make him an exceptionally well 
qualified candidate to serve as the Director of NIJ.  
 
The National Institute of Justice, located within the Office of Justice Programs, is the research, 
development and evaluation agency of the U.S. Department of Justice, and is dedicated to 
researching crime control and justice issues.  As the nation’s primary funding source for strategic 
studies of crime and justice policy and practice, NIJ’s research products help the field determine 
their priorities and agenda around issues including the nature and causes of crime, and the 
effectiveness of justice responses.  The manner in which NIJ establishes research priorities, 
evaluates proposals to carry out research, and disseminates knowledge about crime and justice 
plays a crucial role in advancing the knowledge base for public safety. 
 
NIJ’s mission is to provide objective, independent, evidence-based knowledge and tools to assist 
researchers and practitioners to meet the challenges of crime and justice at the federal, state, and 
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local levels.  As researchers, our members are deeply committed to supporting the independence 
and objectivity of the research performed by NIJ.  To accomplish its mission, NIJ requires a 
director with the necessary credentials to successfully lead the nation’s preeminent social science 
research agency, and to ensure the scientific insight and integrity of the research performed there.   
Dr. Laub brings a lifetime of research, experience, and commitment to public service that 
prepares him to succeed in this role.  From 1981-1998, Dr. Laub was a professor of criminal 
justice at Northeastern University in Boston, Massachusetts. He has served as the President of 
the American Society of Criminology, is a six year member of the Committee on Law and 
Justice of the National Academies of Science, served for five years as an Editor of the Journal of 
Quantitative Criminology, and is currently an Associate Editor of Criminology. In addition to 
publishing numerous research articles in the areas of crime and the life course and criminology, 
he has published two award winning books.  
 
Our organizations, the American Society of Criminology and the Academy of Criminal Justice 
Sciences, represent criminologists, researchers, and practitioners in the fields of criminology, 
prevention and treatment of crime and delinquency, and criminal justice.  We believe that it is 
critically important to the development of the criminology and criminal justice fields – and to the 
effectiveness of our nation’s criminal justice policy – that a proven leader with a strong research 
background serve as the next Director of NIJ.  We believe Dr. Laub, a respected leader in our 
field, has the qualifications and credentials to lead NIJ.  He is an excellent choice to serve as the 
next Director of that National Institute of Justice and we urge you to support his confirmation.  
  
Sincerely yours, 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CRIMINOLOGY                           ACADEMY OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SCIENCES 
1314 KINNEAR RD., SUITE 212                    7339 HANOVER PARKWAY, SUITE A  
COLUMBUS, OH 43212-1156                                                                           GREENBELT, MD 20770 
(614) 292-9207                                                                                                         (301) 446-6300 
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The City University of New York 
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October 20, 2009

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Crown Quadrangle
~)59 Nathan Abbott Way
Stanford, CA 943058610
Tel 650 723-2465
Fax 650 7250253
info(iillaw.stanford .ed 1.I

wwwlaw.stanford.eelu

Dear Senator Leahy and Senator Sessions,

I write to express my strong support for the nomination of John Laub, Ph.D. to the
position of Director of the National Institute of Justice, and urge you to act quickly in
confirming his nomination.

The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) serves several critical functions for the Department
of Justice, but at the core its mission is to advance the scientific foundations for criminal
justice policy and practice. As such, its Director must hold the highest professional
credentials and respect. Having known Dr. Laub for many years, I know him not only to
be a distinguished criminological researcher and professor but also a thoughtful person
who consistently exercises sound judgment. His background makes him uniquely
qualified to identify the key criminological issues needing further study and investments.
He is able to design and consider complex research studies, and assure that the funded
research will be discussed and disseminated. These characteristics make him an
immensely qualified candidate for this position.

Dr. Laub currently serves as a Distinguished University Professor, the highest rank in the
University of Maryland system. He is also a former president of the American Society of
Criminology, the premier professional association for the study of crime and the criminal
justice system. Dr. Laub has an impeccable record of integrity and is well respected
throughout our profession.

Dr. Laub's recent research has focused on one ofthe most critical issues in criminology:
crime over the life course. To date, his research along these lines have produced two
award-winning books, Crime in the Making: Pathways and Turning Points Through Life
(Harvard University Press, 1993) and Shared Beginnings, Divergent Lives: Delinquent
Boys to Age 70 (Harvard University Press, 2003), twenty-eightjoumal articles, eighteen
book chapters, and more than ninety presentations. His research has spurred the
development of what he calls "life-course criminology" -- the study of both continuity
and change in criminal behavior over the life course. A generation of criminologists has
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been influenced by life-course criminology, and its scientific findings continue to
influence policy and practice throughout the U.S. and abroad.

Dr. Laub also possesses a breadth of knowledge and understanding of crime and criminal
justice that are unique and admirable, spanning from juvenile delinquency to prison and
parole release. He has become very familiar with the "what works" in criminal justice
literature and, as such, will be able to make strategic investments in future criminal
justice research that have large policy payoffs. He is also known for being able to take a
"systemwide" approach to justice issues. He is not ideological in his approach, and is
committed to prevention as well as enforcement strategies. As you know, crime issues are
often contentious, and Dr. Laub is capable of seeing all sides of the most difficult
problems and finding common ground. These are essential qualities if we are to control
crime and improve the nation's justice system.

President Obamba has emphasized the importance of building an administration that
incorporates facts and solid science. It is hard to imagine a more qualified candidate to
serve as Director of the NIJ than Dr. Laub. He has the credentials, the intellectual ability,
the commitment, and the professional integrity to be a director of the highest caliber.

I urge the Senate to move swiftly to confirm his nomination.

Yours sincerely,

czt::::
Adelbert H. Sweet Professor of Law
Co-Director, Stanford Criminal Justice Center



Office of the Executive Vice Chancellor & Provost

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

October 27,2009

509 Aldrich Hall
Irvine, CA 92697-1000

Regarding: Nomination of Dr. John Laub for Director of the National Institute of Justice

Dear Senator Leahy:

I am writing with considerable enthusiasm to endorse the nomination of John Laub for
the position of Director of the National Institute of Justice. As you know, the Director is
a critical position within the Justice Department, responsible for research programs and
information dissemination about the causes of crime and the effectiveness and fairness of
our justice system. As such it is vital that the person selected to lead this agency be a
person of the highest ethical standards and a person held in the highest regard by the
research community. It is critical as well that the Director have a strong vision for the
role of research in helping to move our criminal justice system to ever greater
effectiveness in the control of crime and to ever stronger reputation for fairness and
justice. Important as well is a person capable of leading a large organization toward
enhanced quality of performance. Having known and worked with Dr. Laub for thirty
years, I can say with complete confidence that he posses all of these attributes and that
the country will be extraordinarily well served by his confirmation and subsequent
service.

John is one of the country's most highly regarded researchers in the field of the causes
and consequences of crime and delinquency. As you know, he has won virtually every
award the scholarly community has to offer for scholarship. He has served as the
President of the major scholarly organization in the field-The American Society of
Criminology. His publications are required reading in every program around the world.

Patrick J. Leahy
Re: John Laub-NominationlDirector of the National Institute of Justice
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Dr. Laub's service as Director of the National Institute of Justice will bring credibility,
confidence and quality to the reputation of the agency. He will bring scientific standards
and judgment to its research programs and to the infoimation provided by the agency. He
will provide congress and the executive with advice of the highest order, advice that will
be given on the basis of knowledge, research and the strongest standards of evidence.
And, those who are fortunate enough to work with him will appreciate the experience
enormously.

If I can provide any information to your or your staff, please do not hesitate to call on me.

Sincerely,

~~~:ttfr~~~
Executive Vice Chancellor & Provost

Patrick J. Leahy
Re; John lAub-Nomination/Director of the National Institute of Justice
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Our professional worlds are also related but different. John's career has been one of
serious academics and research in criminal justice; mine has been in criminal justice
operations and administration. It is from that perspective that I most appreciate his
contributions to the administration of justice and welcome his leadership of the National
Institute of Justice.

It is a privilege for me to add my endorsement of President Barak Obama's nomination of
John Laub for Director of the National Institute of Justice. In 1981, when John first arrived
in Boston, we were brought together by a mutual friend from graduate school. We share
an alma mater, the School of Criminal Justice at the State University of Albany; John
achieved a doctorate and I left with a masters.

Since we first met some 27 years ago, I know John to undertake serious and scholarly
research of key issues that benefit the administration of justice. For example, his work
examining delinquents spurred the development of "life course criminology" and influences
juvenile justice. His work has been recognized by his colleagues in the research community
who have placed him in positions of professional leadership, such as President of the
American Society of Criminology, and who have celebrated his work including presenting
him the Edwin H. Sutherland Award. And his colleagues at the University of Maryland have
awarded him the highest rank of Distinguished University Professor.

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy and Senator Sessions:

October 30, 2009
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Beyond his professional achievements and reputation, John is a wonderful person,
gracious, accessible and pragmatic. He is respected for his integrity and independence, for
his openness and creativity, and for his passion for his chosen profession. He is admired for
using his intellect and knowledge to listen, probe and illuminate. With your confirmation,
these are the talents and skills that John will bring to the National Institute of Justice as he
leads that agency and its contributions to the effective administration of justice.

JOHN J. LARIVEE
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER In closing, I urge your confirmation of John Laub as Director of the National Institute of

Justice. I welcome any 0 portunity to be of further assistance to your deliberations.
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Boston, MA 02116
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College of Arts and Sciences

Department of Criminology
and Criminal Justice

One University Boulevard
51. Louis, Missouri 63121-4400

Telephone: 314-516-5031
Fax: 314-516-5048

The Honorable Patrick 1. Leahy
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Leahy and Sessions:

I am writing to offer my highest support for the nomination of John H. Laub for the position of Director
of the National Institute of Justice in the Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. As the
key research, development, and evaluation agency for crime and justice issues for the Nation, it is
imperative that this agency be led by someone with the highest integrity and a deep understanding of
crime and justice issues. Dr. Laub epitomizes these qualities, having established himself as both a
distinguished researcher and as a well-respected leader in the study of crime and justice. He will bring
great skills and dedication to this important position.

As is evident from his record, Dr. Laub's scholarly contributions have been acknowledged by the top
awards from the American Society of Criminology and from other professional organizations. His service
on the Committee on Law and Justice for the National Academy of Sciences is a testament to his sharp
intellect and his concern that sound science be used to inform policies about preventing and responding to
crime. He has also served in positions of elected leadership, demonstrating that he has the utmost respect
of his colleagues across a variety of professional venues. These include positions such as President and
Vice-President of the American Society of Criminology, and Editor and Editorial Board Member of the
most prestigious journals in the field. Such positions require difficult and unbiased decision-making, and
only someone of the highest integrity can serve in such positions and maintain the respect of their
colleagues. I have known Dr. Laub for many years and can attest to his impeccable record of judgment.
He will bring sound viewpoints to the National Institute of Justice and thus provide government and the
public with the best evidence possible for making decisions about crime and justice policy.

I believe that the Nation would be fortunate to have Dr. Laub serve as Director of the National Institute of
Justice and I very strongly urge the Senate to confirm his nomination.

Respectfully,

\j lLt-Lu{.-ll ~~t ~,
Janet L. Lauritsen
Professor

an equal opportunity institution



JAMES Q. WILSON

Senator Patrick J. Leahy
Committee on the Judiciary
u.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator Jeff Sessions
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senators:

I write in support of the nomination of John Laub to
be director of the National Institute of Justice (NIJ).

Laub is a distinguished criminologist who has won many
awards 'and occupies the highest university professorship at
the University of Maryland. His publications cover many
fields, but especially the history of criminal careers.

The NIJ is an agency that has been at times both a
leader and a laggard in helping the nation understand
crime. Laub has the ability and experience to revitalize it
and make it once again a powerful voice for understanding
what works in criminal justice policy.

The study of criminology, like many social sciences,
often involves conflict between liberal and conservative
scholars. Laub, however, has spanned that gap and is
admired by scholars and practitoners on both the Left and
the Right. This is not because he equivocates but because
his work is of such high quality that no one can deny
either its value or its importance.

'Iwas the chairman of the Committee on Law and Justice
of the National Academy/National Research Council when Laub
was a member. He worked very well with people of all
backgrounds and perspectives and steadfastly looked for



ways whereby research could benefit practitoners in the
field.

Today crime rates are lower than they were during the
1960s and 1970s. But if we are to help them stay low we
must learn more about how the community, the police,
prosecutors, judges, and correctional agencies should
function. This is the central task of the NIJ and Laub is
the best person to help it do that.

Sincerely,

Wilson
professor, UCLA
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9 November, 2009

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
United States SenClte
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Nomination of John H. Laub for Director, National Institute of Justice
I

Dear Senators Leahy and Sessions:

William James Hall
33 Kirkland Street

Cambridge, MA 02138

I write in strong support of the nomination of Dr. John H. Laub to be Director of the National
Institute of Justice (NIJ) and would urge a swift confirmation. The choice of Laub is a brilliant move
and his appointment will almost instantaneously increase the respect with which the institute is
held. Indeed, after some troubled times at NIJ what is most needed is a visionary leader who
knows the field in a deep way, commands respect, and will bring a new level of intellectual
seriousness to the justice department. That Laub can do this is born out by his record. He has
had a distinguished research career in the field of criminology and criminal justice spanning almost
30 years and has received numerous awards and honors for his contributions to research,
scholarly work, and teaching, including the Edwin H. Sutherland Award (established in 1960) by the
American Society of Criminology. He is a former president of that society and a Fellow. He is
currently Distinguished University Professor, the highest rank in the University of Maryland system.

I should disclose that I have written extensively with Dr. Laub. As such it is not my place to
comment on this part of his scholarship. I can, however, attest personally to his rigorous standards,
unimpeachable integrity, commitment to science, and passion for promoting sound policy. Quite
simply, I can think of no one better qualified to serve as the Director of the National Institute of
Justice. Please let me know if there is anything more I can do to help with your deliberations.

i.'Sinc~:relr~ .. ' ..., .

... ,:'.' ~ ..
. /, ••••• -p ' ••.. ,

Robed;J. Sampson, "Chairman & .
Henry Ford II Professor of the Social Sciences

...: •... ..~

• .~~'.t; . '.~: ~ ,".0 •••







MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE FOR VICTIM
ASSISTANCE

VICTIM & WITNESS
ASSISTANCE BOARD

November 11, 2009

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Se'ssions
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Nomination of Dr. Jobn Laub for Direetorofthe National Institute of Justice

Dear Senator Leahy and Senator S$ssions:

It is an honor to write this letter of recommendation for John Laub for the
position of Director of the National Institute of Justice. I have spent over 26
years of my professional career in crime victim servi¢esand criminal justice in
various capacities for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts~ currently serving as
Executive Director of the Massachusetts Office for Victim Assistance. I have a
deep understanding and great respect for the role of NIJ and, as such, have the
utmost confidence in Dr. Laub's abItity to both lectd the agenCy and to take it to
an even greater level of excellence.

The first 18 years of my career was spent working directly in the criminal justice
system developing and implementing prosecutor-based victim services. I credit
much of the direction of my career, and the contributions I have been privileged
to make over the years, to the extraordinary academic training and mentoring I
received from my Northeastern University graduate school professor, John
Laub. Professor Laub was, by far, the finest and most challenging and
stimulating teacher in myacademiccareer. His academic standards and
intellectual rigor were of the highest quality and integrity and they set the
standards to which I continue to hold myself and all those whom I have
supervised and taught over the years. In addition to studying under his
exceptional tutelage, I was fortunate to work with him In the years since during
my tenure with the Middlesex District Attorney's Office in MA and as I assumed
an adjunct teaching position at Northeastern University. I have followed his
career since he moved to Maryland and have continued to be awed by the
scholarly achievements he has amassed.

While I am a practitioner in my career, not a researcher, I highly value the
knowledge, expertise and caliber which exemplify John Laub's work over the
years. He stands out in his field because he recognizes that research, policy and

Attorney General Martha Coakley, Chair • Janet E. Fine, Executive Director

I AsHBURTON PLACE • SUITE I J 01 • BOSTON, MAsSACHUSETTS 02 I 08
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Emai/: mova@state.ma.us • www.mass.gov/mova o
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practice are inextricably linked and he has a remarkable ability to communicate
effectively across professional disciplines and sectors. For all of these reasons, I
have the utmost confidence in John Laub's ability to assume the leadership role
at Nil; there is no finer person and professional in the field of criminal justice,
and his ability to lead and innovate are second to none.

I applaud President Obama's nomination of Dr. John Laub to be the Director of
Nil and urge the senate to swiftly and resoundingly confirm his nomination.

Please feel free to contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Respectfully,

l'tU.u::t
J et E. Fine

ecutive Director



Centennial Professor of Law

LawSehool

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Twin Cities Campus

Senator Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy,

340 Walter F. Mondale Hall
229-19th A~'enue South
Minneapolis, MN 55455

November 24, 2009

I write in enthusiastic support of the nomination of Dr. John Laub to be Director
of the National Institute of Justice and I urge his prompt confirmation.

The primary mission of the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) is to advance the
scientific foundations for criminal justice policy and practice. For the credibility ofNU,
the Director must have extraordinary professional credentials and the respect of the
research community. I have known Dr. Laub for more than two decades and can attest to
his intellect, scholarship, and personal and professional integrity.

Dr. Laub is one ofthe premier scholars of the causes and consequences of crime
and delinquency in the world. He is former President of the American Society of
Criminology - the leading scholarly organization in the field. He has received every
professional reward that the organization can give. Two of his path-breaking books on
crime over the life course - Crime in the Making: Pathways and Turning Points Through
Life (Harvard University Press 1993) and Shared Beginnings, Divergent Lives:
Delinquent Boys to Age 70 (Harvard University Press 2003) - have received multiple
outstanding book awards and spurred development of "life-course criminology" which
examines continuity and change in crime over the life-course. His scholarship is required
reading in criminology and justice programs around the world.

Dr. Laub has broad experience and understanding of many facets of crime and
criminal justice - from juvenile delinquency to prison and parole release. He understands
criminal justice policy and the inter-relationship among different components of the
systems. He is non-ideological and brings tremendous professional integrity to his
research and writing.



Crime policy debates have become heavily politicized over the past several
decades. Dr. Laub appreciates the complexity of crime policy and can understand many
sides to the issues. He also understands that policy makers need reliable facts on which
to base changes in law enforcement and justice administration. He will bring the highest
scientific standards to the NIJ research program and he will provide the most complete
and reliable information to Congress and the Executive as it grapples with criminal and
juvenile justice policy questions.

When I learned of Dr. Laub's nomination to be Director ofNIJ, my immediate
reaction was "science is back." For the contentious issues of criminal justice policy, we
need the most reliable facts and evidence generated by solid science. Dr. Laub is
superbly qualified to lead that endeavor and to present the evidence dispassionately. He
has the professional credentials, the intellectual ability, the professional integrity, and the
inter-personal skills to be an outstanding Director ofNIJ.

If I can provide you or your staff with any additional information, please feel free
to contact me.

Best

/
~/

// . I:'

C.F
CentemllaI Professor of Law
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