March 11, 2026

Senator Charles E. Grassley
Chairman

Senator Richard J. Durbin
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Letter of Support for Katie Lane to be United States District Judge
for the District of Montana

Dear Chairman Grassley, Ranking Member Durbin, & Members of the Committee:

We write as 33 current and former state solicitors general and other senior staff to express
our enthusiastic support for the nomination of Katie Lane to the United States District Court
for the District of Montana. Having worked with Ms. Lane during her service as a Deputy
Solicitor General in Montana and in private practice, we have had the opportunity to observe
firsthand her exceptional legal abilities, sound judgment, and unwavering commitment to
the rule of law.

As state solicitors general and senior staff, we are regularly entrusted with complex, high-
stakes litigation involving constitutional questions, federal statutory interpretation, and ad-
ministrative law. In that capacity, we have seen Ms. Lane distinguish herself as a thoughtful
and highly capable advocate. She brings to her work a rare combination of intellectual rigor,
practical insight, and careful attention to detail—qualities essential for a federal district
judge.

Ms. Lane’s experience spans both public service and private practice at the highest levels.
As a Deputy Solicitor General for the State of Montana, she played a leading role in signifi-
cant appellate and trial-level litigation, often addressing novel and consequential legal ques-
tions. She has also served as senior litigation counsel at the Republican National Committee,
where she handled complex and fast-moving disputes with professionalism and precision.
Across these roles, she has demonstrated the ability to manage demanding caseloads, develop
persuasive legal arguments, and engage effectively with courts and opposing counsel.

Her strong foundation in the law is further reflected in her distinguished clerkships. Ms.
Lane clerked for Judge Timothy Tymkovich of the United States Court of Appeals for the
Tenth Circuit and for Judge Thomas Varlan of the United States District Court for the



Eastern District of Tennessee. These experiences provided her with invaluable insight into
the judicial process and further honed her analytical skills, preparing her well for the respon-
sibilities of the federal bench.

Equally important, Ms. Lane possesses the temperament essential for judicial service.
She approaches each matter with fairness, open-mindedness, and respect for differing view-
points. In our interactions with her, she has consistently demonstrated professionalism, col-
legiality, and a commitment to principled decision-making. She listens carefully, engages se-
riously with opposing arguments, and maintains composure in even the most challenging and
high-pressure circumstances.

Based on our experience working with Ms. Lane in the demanding context of public-law
litigation, we are confident that she has the intellect, experience, and judicial temperament
necessary to serve with distinction as a United States District Judge. We strongly support
her nomination and respectfully urge the Committee to confirm her.

Respectfully submitted,

David M.S. Dewhirst
Florida Solicitor General
Montana Solicitor General (2021-2022)

J. Benjamin Aguinaga
Louisiana Solicitor General

Philip Axt
North Dakota Solicitor General

Cody S. Barnett
Nebraska Solicitor General

A. Barrett Bowdre
Alabama Solicitor General

James A. Campbell
Nebraska Solicitor General (2020-2023)

Louis J. Capozzi 111
Missouri Solicitor General

Andrew Ferguson
Virginia Solicitor General (2022-2024)

Thomas M. Fisher
Indiana Solicitor General (2005-2023)

Christian B. Corrigan
Montana Solicitor General

Jason Muehlhoff
Florida Chief Deputy Solicitor General

Liz Murrill
Louisiana Solicitor General (2016-2023)

Autumn Hamit Patterson
Arkansas Solicitor General

Zachary B. Pohlman
Nebraska Deputy Solicitor General

Stephen Raiola
Pennsylvania Solicitor General

J. Matthew Rice
Tennessee Solicitor General

Katherine Robertson
Alabama Attorney General Chief Counsel

Beau Roysden
Arizona Solicitor General (2020-2022)



Benjamin M. Flowers
Ohio Solicitor General (2019-2023)

T. Elliot Gaiser
Ohio Solicitor General (2023-2025)

Eric J. Hamilton
Nebraska Solicitor General (2023-2025)

Melissa Holyoak
Utah Solicitor General (2020-2024)

Matthew F. Kuhn
Kentucky Solicitor General

Jenna Lorence
Alaska Solicitor General

Brent Mead
Montana Deputy Solicitor General

Dale Schowengerdt
Montana Solicitor General (2014-2019)

O.H. Skinner
Arizona Solicitor General (2019-2020)

Mathura J. Sridharan
Ohio Solicitor General

Scott G. Stewart
Mississippi Solicitor General

Paul Swedlund
South Dakota Solicitor General

Eric Wessan
ITowa Solicitor General

Zach West
Oklahoma Director of Special Litigation

Michael R. Williams
West Virginia Solicitor General



