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The Honorable Senator Patrick Leahy, Chairman
Honorable Senator Arlen Specter, Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C.

Dear Senators Leahy and Specter:

I write to support the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske as the Director of the White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy. Chief Kerlikowske started his impressive law enforcement career in the Tampa Bay Area and
received both his bachelor's and master's degrees in our Criminology program at the University of South Florida.

As a professor, social scientist and director of a top-ranked graduate program in Criminology, I am particularly
impressed by Chief Kerlikowske's science-based approach to policy. An emphasis on research, reason and
evidence to guide the nation's policies on drug control is critically important. There is a considerably body of social
science literature on the causes, consequences and remedies for drug abuse. My longstanding familiarity with this
literature extends back to my own dissertation research on heroin drug markets on the streets of Detroit. The
research findings have too often been neglected because of the political, ideology-driven nature of the national
discussion. ' Chief Kerlikowske can and will provide the link between science and practice in addressing the nation's
drug' problems., His evidence-based pragmatism has earned him the well deserved reputation among his peers for
being "smart on crime." Although Kerlilowske has dedicated his life to the police profession, he has a healthy respect
for the limits of law enforcement to solve the nation's drug problems. I expect him to identify and implement policies
aOOpractices that reflect the best ideas and experiences from multiple disciplines, social services, and the public
health arena and beyond.

There is also a considerable· social science literature on implementation; much of the research highlights the many
and varied ways that good ideas do not come to fruition ("implemEmtationfailure"). To avoid implementation failure,
the multi':faceted nature of this:issue requires a strong and credible leader who can bring diverse viewpoints and
perspectives together to identify the best prospects for success (and who can wean policy makers from their reliance
on politics and ideology in this sphere). This issue also requires an effective administrator who can then implement
those identified change efforts - someone who can get things done. In Chief Kerlikowske you get both a strong
leader and effective administrator. He has manifested these important strengths in his capacity as chief in four cities,
as the Deputy Director of the USDOJ OffICeof Community Oriented Policing Services, and as the President of the
Major Cities Chiefs Association. Throughout his career, he has evidenced willingness, indeed eagerness, to listen to
all perspectives. He has the ability to bring people with diverse viewpoints together to identify "what works" and then
to motivate those partners to facilitate implementation. '

I feel confident that I can speak,on behalf of my peers in academic Criminology; we stand ready to assist Chief
Kerlikowske in identifying and implementing mufti-disciplinary', research-bas~d policies and programs to address the
serious national issue of drug abuse. We are heartened by this choice and the prospeclfor change that it '
represents. ' .
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March 11, 2009 
 
Senator Patrick Leahy, Chairman Senator Arlen Specter, Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary  Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate   United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20010  Washington, DC 20010 
 
 Re:   Nomination of Gil Kerlikowske to be the Director of the   
  Office of National Drug Control Policy 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske to 
be the Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (the “Drug Czar”).  I 
have known Mr. Kerlikowske since 1998, when I worked closely with him during 
my time as a deputy associate attorney general and acting director of the Office of 
Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS).  Mr. Kerlikowske impressed me as 
a strong manager and a smart, ethical, devoted public servant.  
 
I have kept in touch with Mr. Kerlikowske over the years and continue to be 
impressed with his abilities.  He is a leader in policing circles and a strong advocate 
for improving the effectiveness of law enforcement.  For example, he and I made a 
joint presentation to the Major City Chiefs Association on new research and 
innovations in community policing.  I can assure you he is highly regarded by his 
peers.  
 
Furthermore, Mr. Kerlikowske is committed to crime prevention, as evidenced by 
his work with Fight Crime: Invest in Kids. He will bring that important perspective 
to the position of Drug Czar.    
 
As the head of a national victim-serving organization, I understand the connection 
between illegal drugs and crime.  The National Center for Victims of Crime 
believes that our nation needs a Drug Czar who is a skilled manager, is open to new 
research, and has a strong reputation with the law enforcement community.  Mr. 
Kerlikowske embodies those qualities, and we urge his swift confirmation.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Mary Lou Leary 

   2000 M Street, NW ●  Suite 480 ● Washington, DC 20036 ● Tel. 202 / 467-8700 ● Fax 202 / 467-8701 ● www.ncvc.org 
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March 17, 2009

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman
Senate Committee on the Judiciary
SD-224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-6275

Dear Senator Leahy,

Chuck Wexler
Executive Director

On behalf of the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF), I am writing to wholeheartedly
endorse the nomination of Seattle Chief of Police Gil Kerlikowske to be Director of the Office of
National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).

PERFis a Washington, D.C.-based professional association of police chiefs and other
leaders of local and state police departments. PERFalso serves as a research and consulting firm
specializing in helping police agencies to improve their policies and operations. PERFis
governed by a board of directors of leading police chiefs.

PERFhas had a long and productive relationship with Chief Kerlikowske. In 1990, when
he was chief of police in Fort Pierce, Fla., Gil was the recipient of PERF'sGary P. Hayes Award,
which is given to up-and-coming police executives who are recognized for their leadership
abilities and achievements on the critical issues affecting law enforcement agencies. In 1996,
PERF'smember chiefs across the nation elected Chief Kerlikowske for a two-year term as
President of PERF. And in 2006, Gil received PERF's highest honor, the Leadership Award, for his
outstanding contributions to the field in developing community policing and other innovations.

l::I
Z

U

-'o
Q..

z
V1
V1
LU

cr:
I..?
o
cr:
Q..

LU

Cl

>
o
cr:
Q..

Even though Chief Kerlikowske has already had a brilliant career, PERFis pleased to see
that President Obama recognizes that some of Gil's greatest contributions may be yet to come,
as he takes on the task of coordinating the nation's entire campaign against illegal drug abuse.
As a seasoned police chief, Chief Kerlikowske has no illusions about the devastating impact that
illegal drugs have had on American cities. He knows firsthand that drug markets drive the violent
crime in many cities, and he will bring a street-level view to the formulation of national drug
policies.

At the same time, throughout his career Gil has demonstrated a broad understanding
that enforcement is only one part of a comprehensive approach, and that drug abuse
prevention, treatment, and education initiatives bring long-term reductions in drug abuse and
drug-related crime.

Thus, Chief Kerlikowske is the right person at the right time to serve as President
Obama's drug czar. He will bring the balanced view to drug abuse policy that was envisioned
when Congress created the Office of National Drug Control Policy.
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Midtown Community Court I Red lIook Community Justice Center [ Brooklyn Treatment Court I Brooklyn Domestic
Violence Courts I Bronx Domestic Violence Courts [ Red Hook Youth Court I Manhattan ramily Treatment Court [ Crown
Heights Community Mediation Center [ Harlem Community Justice Center I Harlem Parole Reentry Court I Harlem Youth
Court I B.roo~lyn Mental Health Court I Bronx Juvenile Account~bility Court I Queens Community Cleanup I Youth
Justice Board I Bronx Community Solutions I Queens Engagement'Strategies for Teens I Far Rockaway Youth Court [
: Center for Courts and'the Co~m\mity I Upstate Office, Syracuse' .

Greg Berman, director

520 EighthAvenue New York, New:fork 1001,8 212·39.noSo fax 212'39I0985 www.courtinnovatio~mg

The:Honorable PatrickLeahy
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy,

We are writing to enthusiastically endorse Gil Kerlikowske for the position of Director of the Office of
National Drug Control Policy. We encountered Chief Kerlikowske during research for a book we are writing
on the tria! and errorproeess of criminal justice innovation. At the time, we were looking for a national
leader who exemplified the virtues of patience and reflection that we believe are critical to achieving lasting
innovation. To our surprise, one name kept coming up in our interviews with scholars and other criminal
justic.e practitioners around the country: Chief Kerlikowske. In our subsequent conversations with him, these
recommendations were borne out. Chief Kerlikowske possesses a rare combination of management acumen,
intellectual curiosity and a willingness to bring broad coalitions together to embrace new solutions to old
problems.

It's fair to say that we were thrilled when we heard that Chief Kerlikowske had been nominated to head
ONDCP. He's the perfect man for the job. We cannot think of anyone else with the kind of credibility that
he has with both the law enforcement and drug treatment community.

Chief Kerlikowske's nomination is also welcome news for our institution. The winner of the Innovations in
American Government Award from the Ford Foundation and Harvard University, the Center for Court
Innovation is a nonprofit think tank dedicated to justice system reform. Founded in 1993, the Center was
created to help the justice system respond more effectively to difficult problems like addiction, delinquency,
child neglect, and domestic violence. The Center has made a significant investment in drug courts, working
with the New York State court system to help create more than 170 drug courts in New York, as well as with
the U.S. Department of Justice to disseminate lessons learned from its drug court experiments to a national
audience. We look forward to working with Chief Kerlikowske in advancing ONDCP's mission.

Please let us know if you need any more help or information.

~ardS,

~~B~:~ ~
(It,,?



NATIONAL FEDERATION
FOR JUST COMMUNITIES'"

ofWNY

March 18, 2009

360 Delaware Avenue, Suite 106
Buffalo, NY 14202
Tel: 716.853.9596
Fax: 716.852.0046
www.nfjcwny.org

P"CJitlt?J1

Lana D. Benat<wich

(-1Mirper:w)If

Mary H. Gresham, Ph.D.

(,1",11·/:1('(/
Christopher 1: Greene, Esq.

T/t'eCJ",i1penmJJ
Daryl E. Rasuli
Sylvia M. Tobsz

li""',I'lirtT
Rosemarie Steeb

,\'1'01'1.111'

Daniei G. Kantor

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
United States Senate
433 Russell
Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy,

It is with great pleasure that I am writing you on behalf of Seattle Police Chief
Oil Kerlikowske's nomination as Chief of the Office of National Drug Control Policy.

I have known ChiefKerlikowske for over fourteen years and can testifY that I
know he is a man of honor, vision, and strength. During his tenure as the Chief ofthe
Buffalo Police Department, I had the opportunity and good fortune to work closely
with him, including professionally on Diversity Projects with the Police Department,
and on Community Issues, as well as on the Board of Directors ofthe National
Federation for Just Communities ofWNY (previously known as The National
Conference for Community and Justice ofWNY).

His concern for the people of Buffalo was always his highest priority, but he
also demonstrated a concern for our country and maintained a strong connection with
the law enforcement community throughout the United States. He is a committed and
hardworking American leader; a role model for all.

His inclusive and strong style ofleadership was respected by the men and
women with whom he worked and by the community he served. He was focused,
clear and energetic. Among the many new programs he initiated were diversity
workshops that he mandated for his entire department. As a partner in this work, I
can attest to Oil Kerlikowske's dedication to improving intergroup relations,
community policing, and dealing with bias, bigotry, and racism in our society.

He always knew what needed to be accomplished and accordingly initiated,
planned and implemented projects and policy with diplomacy and success. His
innovative spirit was responsible for change and growth within the department and
with his collaborative efforts with other agencies and organizations. He is a leader,
who not only is open to change, he encourages that same openess in others.
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The Chief is an active listener, responsive and a proactive leader. In addition,
he is intelligent, well versed and a scholar interested in research and evaluation.

Personally, I have always found him to be a very nice person; a gentleman and
a good and decent man. Most of al~ Gil Kerlikowske is a man of integrity and
strength, well suited for this position.

Our country will be well served when he is appointed to the position of Chief
ofthe National Drug Control Policy.

If you have any further questions regarding this recommendation, please
contact me at

Sincerely,

Lana D. Benatovich
President
The National Federation for Just Communities ofWNY, Inc.
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March 19,2009

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy & Ranking Member Specter:

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

I have closely followed Chief Gil Kerlikowske's nomination to serve as the Director of the
Office of National Drug Control Policy. As the Senate considers Chief Kerlikowske's nomination, I
would ask that you take note of the important role that he has played in supporting communitY
policing activities, including drug prevention efforts, over the last thirty-five years. With this in
mind, on behalf of D.A.R.E. America and the thousands of DARE officers throughout the United
States, I would like to wholeheartedly support Chief Kerlikowske's nomination.

Gil Kerlikowske's experience as a police officer over three decades will provide a much
needed front line perspective on the need for prevention, enforcement and treatment efforts to
effectively address the epidemic of drug abuse. Since his time as a police chief in Florida, where he
guided two cities to the Attorney General's Crime Prevention Award, Gii has been at the forefront of
understanding, the critical role that the cdnimunity - with parents, teachers, and laW enforcement
officers working together - can have onerime and drug prevention. He firmly believes that the long-
term answer to drug abuse starts· with our youth and championed prevention efforts, including
D.A.R.E., during his tenure as Commissioner of Police in Buffalo.

During his time with the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) and more
recently as the President of the Major Cities Police Chiefs, Chief Kerlikowske always made an effort
to work closely with drug prevention and education organizations like D.A.R.E. This dedication to a
balanced approach on drug abuse is a perspective that will serve him well at the Office of National
Drug Control Policy.

Chief Kerlikowske's dedication and knowledge have given him the support of law
enforc~ment across the nation. Likewise, his sincerity and integrity have earned him the respect and
trust of the criminal justice community: Taken together, I cannot imagine an individual better suited
for the challengesofre-focusing the nation's attention on the critical issue of youth drug abuse.
Therefore, as the headofD.A.R.E. ,America'and on behalf of the officers, students and communities
we serve, 1would hope that you will give.ChiefGil Kerlikdwske positive consideration for Director
of the Office of National Drug Control Policy.

~'cl.~~
Charlie J. Parsons
President & CEO

DRUG ABUSE RESISTANCE EDUCATION
Visit our website: www.dare.com

http://www.dare.com




MERRICK J. BOBB

e-mail:

March 19, 2009

Hon. Patrick J. Leahy
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

By US mail and e-mail to

Dear Senator Leahy:

I write to express my strong support for the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske as Director of
the Office of Drug Control Policy.

I have known ChiefKerlikowske professionally and personally for more than 15 years
and have always considered him one of the strongest voices for progressive, accountable,
and effective policing in the United States. I first met Chief Kerlikowske in his capacity
as Deputy Director of the COPS Office, in connection with DOl's "best practices"
proj ects on police oversight, use of force, and police ethics. He performed
extraordinarily in that effort. I admire the Chief for his work in Seattle, where he has
brought down the crime rate and took bold steps to increase police accountability and
transparency by his appointment of a civilian to head the Seattle PD's Office of
Professional Accountability- the Department's internal affairs unit. He is ideal for this
job. The combination of high intellect, deep experience in drug policy, and sensitivity to
both the supply and demand side of the drug problem presages the success of his
leadership ofthis vital office.

I have long been involved in law enforcement. I served as a staff lawyer and as a Deputy
General Counsel of Warren Christopher's commission to investigate the LAPD in the
wake ofthe Rodney King incident. I was appointed as General Counsel of the Kolts
investigation ofthe Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department (LASD) by the County's
Board of Supervisors. Since 1993, I have served as the first police monitor in the country
as Special Counsel to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors respecting the
LASD. I frequently consulted with DOJ in its efforts to implement its Section 14141
authority with respect to patterns or practices of police misconduct.

I currently am the Executive Director of the Police Assessment Resource Center (PARC)
which PARC was formed in 2001 with the financial backing of the Ford Foundation.
PARC has established a national presence as a leading authority on contemporary
American policing. PARC is dedicated to the advancement of effective, respectful,
accountable, and constitutional policing. PARC's work is also national in scope. Among



Hon. Patrick J. Leahy
March 19, 2009
Page 2

other assignments, the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) made a major grant to PARC
to formulate proposed national guidelines for monitors oflaw enforcement agencies.
PARC was the recipient of a substantial subgrant from the COPS Office to the LAPD to
develop proposed national standards for Internal Affairs Bureaus. PARC speaks
authoritatively and with great credibility to a wide spectrum of persons interested in law
enforcement, from its strongest critics to its ardent supporters. There is no other national
voice providing a neutral, thoughtful perspective, and consistent and prolific
commentary, on law enforcement while maintaining independence from any interest
group or cause.

I write to you today in my personal capacity only, not in my role at PARC or as Special
Counsel to Los Angeles County. I strongly urge your support of Chief Kerlikowske's
nomination.

Yours very truly,

?/1vvr'1A. bvN
Merri/k J. Bobb L.



 

March 19, 2009 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman The Honorable Arlen Specter, Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary   Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate    United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter: 
 
 The U.S. Conference of Mayors enthusiastically endorses the nomination of R. Gil 
Kerlikowske as Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy and encourages the 
Committee to act quickly on the nomination. 
 

Chief Kerlikowske is a longtime ally of mayors throughout this nation. He worked with 
us when he was Chief of Police in Buffalo and President of the Police Executives Research 
Forum and when he was Deputy Director of the COPS Office.  Most recently, as Chief of Police 
in Seattle and President of Major Cities Chiefs Association, he worked closely with us last 
summer in the development of our National Action Agenda on Crime for the Next President of 
the United States.   

 
President Obama’s choice of Chief Kerlikowske as the next ONDCP Director is good for 

our cities and for our nation.  He is a top-flight police executive who understands the complexity 
of the drug problem and its impact on our cities.  We look forward to working with him to build 
the federal-state-local partnership needed to reduce the use and trafficking of the illegal drugs 
that continue to plague this nation. 

 
     Sincerely, 
 
      
 
     Tom Cochran 
     CEO and Executive Director 
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Senator Patrick Leahy
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

On behalf of Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) and our more than 5,000
coalition members nationwide, I would like to express our strong support for Police Chief, Gil
Kerlikowske's swift confirmation as Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy
(ONDCP). Throughout ChiefKerlikowske's 36 years of experience in law enforcement and drug
policy issues, he has demonstrated the highest level of dedication, passion, and commitment to
effectively addressing our nation's crime, substance abuse and addiction problems.

Chief Kerlikowske has served as the highest ranking law enforcement officer in four cities in the
United States, and for the last nine years he was the Chief of Police in Seattle. In addition, he also
served as President of the Major City Chiefs Association, and Deputy Director of the COPS
program at the Department of Justice. As a result of his vast experience, ChiefKerlikowske
understands that the national drug control strategy must be comprehensive and coordinated. He
also recognizes that the perspectives of those closest to the ground - state and local law
enforcement, prevention, treatment and recovery professionals - playa critical role in this
strategy. CADCA and its members whole-hearledly support Chief Kerlikowske' s nomination.

ChiefKerlikowske is singularly qualified to lead the nation's drug control efforts. He embodies
all of the attributes needed to be both an effective manager and a visionary leader, and is a fierce
defender of community policing principles that remove barriers between the criminal justice, and
prevention and treatment community. I am confident that Chief Kerlikowske's law enforcement
background at the federal and city levels make him uniquely qualified to serve as Director at
ONDCP.

ChiefKerlikowske is universally respected by the law enforcement, prevention, and treatment
fields as a result of his steadfast work ethic, honesty, and demeanor. CADCA fully supports Chief
Kerlikowske's nomination and strongly urges you to see that he is favorably considered and
promptly confirmed as the Director of the ONDCP. Thank you for considering our views on this
important nomination.

Sincerely,

hurT. Dean
Major General, U.S. Army, Retired
Chairman and CEO

cc: Bruce Cohen

Building Drug-Free Communities

Sue Thau
Public Policy Consultant

Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America

625 Slaters Lane, Suite 300, Alexandria, VA 22314

P 703-706-0560 F 703-706·0565 1-800-54-CADCA cadca.org







Carnegie Mellon

March 23, 2009

Senator Patrick Leahy
Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

Alfred Blumstein
University Professor and
J. Erik Jonsson Professor of
Urban Systems and Operations Research

H. John Heinz III School
of Public Policy and Management
Carnegie Mellon University
5000 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213-3890
(412) 268-8269
Fax: (412) 268-2175

I think we can all probably agree that many of the appointments made by Pres. Obama have
been excellent. One of the more difficult appointments to make was director of the Office of
National Drug Control Policy. In the past that position has been filled by individuals strong and
methodology and/or ideology but weak on background and pragmatism. My sense of his
current nomination of Chief Gil Kerlikowske is particularly inspired because he has a rich and
appropriate background and he is an individual who will be very pragmatic in dealing with the
complex problems posed by drug abuse in the United States.

Having served as a police chief in two very different major cities, Buffalo and Seattle, and two
smaller cities in Florida, Chief Kerlikowske has a rich understanding of the problems of drug
abuse as well as many of the costs and the limited benefits attained through our current
policies. The situation in Seattle, for example, reflects the rich mix of standard enforcement
along with a variety of associated approaches intended to diminish the abuse as well as the
consequences of the abuse.

His 36 years of law enforcement experience and his multiple stints as a police chief gains him an
impressive credibility in the policing community. His recognition in that community is certainly
reflected in his election as President of the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF)and of the
Major Cities Chiefs Association and by the many awards he has received as a role model for
modern sophisticated police leadership.

His recognition and appreciation comes not only from the policing world. He has been called
upon by the USDepartment of Justice, is chairman of the board of Fight Crime: Invest in Kids,
and serves as an adjunct faculty member in various academic institutions. His skills and
interests are obviously broad ranging and appreciated in a wide variety of relevant
communities.

I have served on a variety of committees with Chief Kerlikowske and have found him to be most
impressive in his wisdom, his sophistication in dealing with complex issues, and his pragmatism



in sorting through complexities such as those that pervade the drug-abuse problem. I have no
doubt that that judgment about him is shared widely. That judgment was also reflected in his
appointment as the deputy director of the COPSprogram in the Justice Department, where I
know he served with distinction.

It should be clear that I consider Gil Kerlikowske a truly outstanding candidate to provide solid
leadership to the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). I strongly support the
appointment and urge his easy confirmation.

Sincere~y,
1
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Alfred Blumstein



March 23, 2009

Hon. Patrick Leahy, Chairman
Senate Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy,

As a former National Drug Policy Director for five years, I want to express my
strong support for Gil Kerlikowske for Director of the Office of National Drug Control
Policy.

Gil Kerlikowske has demonstrated a comprehensive understanding of narcotics
issues as Police Chief of Seattle. He served as the elected President of the Major Cities
(Police) Chiefs Association, was named Outstanding Military Police Officer Honor
Graduate in the U.S. Military Police in 1970, and worked as an undercover narcotics
detective. He brings a wide level of experience to the issue. He has also served as
Buffalo's Police Commissioner.

Gil understands how to work in coordination with the Justice Department, having
been Deputy Director of the COPS Program. He has a natural team relationship with our
new Attorney General Holder.

Since becoming Seattle Police Chief on 2000, Gil Kerlikowske brought the City's
crime rate to a forty-year low. In addition, Chief Kerlikowske is known and highly
respected internationally for his knowledge of crime and drugs. He has been an invited
speaker at forums around the world. He brings a deep and wide knowledge of law
enforcement and the international drug threat that will be of enormous assistance to
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.

Moreover, he is able to work with all areas of the drug issue from treatment to
incarceration, understanding that it takes the entire framework of tools to break the chain
of drug abuse and crime. He is a strong supporter of drug courts to expand treatment to
nonviolent offenders and stop the cycle of recidivism that otherwise continues both crime
and drugs.

Of recently added importance, Gil Kerlikowske will be helpful in curtailing the
newly increased threat of numerous cross-border Mexican and other international drug
cartels entering American cities, because he is experienced in undercover drug
enforcement.

We must take action quickly to restore the priority to the drug issue that directly
kills over 50,000 a year and is a very real threat to our citizens. Gil Kerlikowske knows



the need for action against drug abuse deaths at home and drug supply routes abroad. He
will improve border operations and confront international suppliers. He will be an
integral part of President Obama's national security team and will work well with
Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano, Secretary Clinton, Attorney General
Holder, and the many other cabinet secretaries with anti-drug missions.

Strongly support prompt confirmation of Gil Kerlikowske as Director of the
Office of National Drug Control Policy.

Barry R. McCaffrey
General, USA (Ret.)
Director, Office of National Drug Control Policy
1996-2001

f(J~ /b (I.-6,t.1J. ../J
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Sincerely,

Partners with the Community

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
u.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

March 23, 2009

400 Stewart Avenue· LasVegas, Nevada 89101-2984 • (702) 795-3111
www.lvmpd.com • www.protectthecity.com

Law enforcement leaders have seen firsthand Gil' s leadership as President of the Major City
Police Chiefs Association and we stand ready to work with him in his new position.
American law enforcement has always looked to you for leadership and we again turn to you
to move the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske quickly through the confirmation process so that
he may begin the important work at ONDCP.

Dear Messrs. Leahy and Specter:

Leading the Nation's largest police departments on matters of public policy, Chief
Kerlikowske demonstrates conviction, professionalism and strength-all qualities needed for
success at ONDCP. He has served on the front lines of our Nation's struggle with drugs, in
Florida police departments and as Commissioner of Police in Buffalo and Chief of Police in
Seattle. With executive experience at the U.S. Department of Justice, he is no stranger to
Washington and knows how to get things done. We can ill afford "on the job training" to
address the violence and tragedy that results from drug abuse in this country. With America
facing serious issues in drug control, prevention and treatment, there is no one better
qualified then Gil Kerlikowske for the position of Director of ONDCP.

I write to offer my strong support for the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske to become Director
of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). Law enforcement executives are
proud that President Obama has nominated the President of the Major Cities Police Chiefs
Association to serve in this extremely important position.

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
u.s. Senate

Washington, DC 20510



Gregory J. Nickels
Mayor of Seattle

March 23, 2009

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
United States Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

It gives me great pleasure to offer my full and unequivocal endorsement for the
nomination of Chief R. Gil Kerlikowske as the Director for the Office of National
Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). Gil has served as the Chief of Police in the City of
Seattle for nearly nine years, and this nomination is a tremendous recognition of
his accomplishments throughout his law enforcement career.

Shortly after I became mayor, Gil and I had a long conversation about our
approach to public safety. We formed a close working relationship, and Gil has
led with distinction. He oversees a department that is one of the most transparent
in the nation, setting a high standard for professionalism and accountability. Crime
rates have dropped to historic lows during his tenure, and we continue to find
innovative was to reach our young people and prevent violence.

It is a privilege to support Gil. Our nation would be well-served by Gil's
appointment as Director of ONDCP. I look forward to assisting him in any way I
can. Thank-you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

-..•. _~,.::.:.. :.. '

Seattle City Hall, 7th Floor;' 600 Fourth Aven~e, P.O. Box 94749; Seattle, WA98 124-4749
Tel (206) 684-4000 .TDI)'(206}:6.15-0476 .Fax (206) 684-5360 .www.seattle.go~/mayor

An equal employment opportunity, afffrmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request.



William G. Milliken
Chairman of the Board

Hubert Williams
Pre.sident

~

POLICE
FOUNDATION

March 23, 2009

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

I am writing to wholeheartedly support R. Gil Kerlikowske, nominee for the

position of Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy ("Drug Czar"). I have

known Chief Kerlikowske for over 15 years, and during this period, he has served as the

Deputy Director of CommunitY Oriented Policing Services and is currently the Chief of Police. \ -; . , ' . ',,', .

of the Seattle Police Department.

I have seen the devastating effect that drugs h~ve had on our communities and

recognize the value that the Dru.g Czar's position could have in assisting cities, towns, and

villages across our country to find new and more effective remedies for addressing this

problem. As a former Pollce Chief in Buffalo, New York, and now Chief in Seattle,

Washington, Gil Kerlikowske is accustomed to making tough decisions under difficult

circumstances. He knows that the coordination of efforts and sharing of information

between the various departments and agencies of our government is the key to the

resolution of this problem, and he has the leaders,hip skills to motivate others to work
cooperatively in the accomplishrn~~t of ~hiS~bjective. "

As President of the Police Foundation! for the past 24 years, " have had the.
opportunity to work with law enforcement organizations throughout the nation to improve. ' . ." .
policing and enhance the quality of public safety. Gil Kerlikowske has stood out during this

1ThePolice Foundation i; an independent and unique resource for policing. It has been a catalystfor change
and an advocate of ne';'ideas, in reminding ourselves of the fundamental purposes of policing, and in ensuring
that animportarit-link remains for the police and the public "they serve.

. .

Improving Policing in America Since 1970
1201 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 200, Washington, D.C. 20036 • Phone: (202) 833-1460 • Fax: (202) 659-9149

www.policefoundation.org

http://www.policefoundation.org


The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman

March 23, 2009

Page 2

time as one of the most significant policing leaders due to his interest in scientific research

and his commitment to make necessary reforms, as well as his balanced approach to

prevention and law enforcement.

As a former Deputy Director ofthe COPSOffice for the U.S. Department of Justice,

Gil is highly respected with the law enforcement community for his work in Community
Oriented Policing. He has the strength, character, and intellect to elevate to the status of

the Drug Czar and to help the country find solutions to this complex and difficult problem.

fully support Chief Kerlikowske's appointment as Director ofthe Office of National Drug

Control Policy, based on his impressive law enforcement career, as well as his professional

integrity. I believe that Gil is an exceptional candidate for this position.

Sincerely,

J~)~
Hubert Williams





Isiah Leggett
County Executive

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
u.s. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Messrs. Leahy and Specter:

DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

March 23, 2009

1. Thomas Manger
Chief o/Po/icc

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

I write to offer my strong support for the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske to become Director
ofthe Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). Law enforcement executives are proud
that President Obama has nominated the President of the Major Cities Police Chiefs Association to
serve in this extremely important position.

Leading the nation's largest police departments on matters of public policy, Chief
Kerlikowske demonstrates conviction, professionalism and strength-all qualities needed for success
at ONDCP. He has served on the front lines of our nation's struggle with drugs, in Florida police
departments and as Commissioner of Police in Buffalo and Chief of Police in Seattle. With
executive experience at the U.S. Department of Justice, he is no stranger to Washington and knows
how to get things done. We can ill afford "on-the-Job. training" to address the violence and tragedy
that results from drug abuse in this country. With America facing serious issues in drug control,
prevention and treatment, there is no one better qualified then Gil Kerlikowske for the position of
Director of ONDCP.

Law enforcement leaders have seen firsthand Gil's leadership as President of the Major City
Police Chiefs Association and we stand ready to work with him in his new position. American law
enforcement has always looked to you for leadership and we again turn to you to move the
nomination of Gil Kerlikowske quickly through the confirmation process so that he may begin the
important work at ONDCP.

JTM:mam

Office of the Chief of Police

2350 Research Boulevard • Rockville, Maryland 20850 • 240-773-5000 • 301-762-7619 TTY
www.montgomerycountymd.gov

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov


City of Cleveland
Frank G. Jackson, Mayor

Department of Public Safety
Division of Police
Michael McGrath, Chief
1300 Ontario Street
Cleveland, Ohio 441 13- 1648
21 6/623-5005' Fax: 216/623-5584

March 23, 2009

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Messrs. Leahy and Specter:

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

I write to offer my strong support for the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske to become Director
of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). Law enforcement executives are proud
that President Obama has nominated the President ofthe Major Cities Police Chiefs Association to
serve in this extremely important position.

Leading the Nation's largest police departments on matters of public policy, Chief
Kerlikowske demonstrates conviction, professionalism and strength-all qualities needed for
success at ONDCP. He has served on the front lines of our nation's struggle with drugs, in Florida
police departments and as Commissioner of Police in Buffalo and Seattle. With executive
experience at the U.S. Department of Justice, he is no stranger to Washington and knows how to
get things done. We can ill afford "on the job training" to address the violence and tragedy that
results from drug abuse in this country. With America facing serious issues in drug control,
prevention and treatment, there is no one better qualified then Gil Kerlikowske for the position.

Law enforcement leaders have seen firsthand Gil's leadership as President ofthe Major City
Police Chiefs Association and we stand ready to work with him in his new position. American law
enforcement has always looked to you for leadership and we again turn to you to move the
nomination of Gil Kerlikowske quickly through the confirmation process so that he may begin the
important work at ONDCP.

Sincerely,

Michael McGrath
Chief of Police

MM/e

An Equal Opportunity Employer



 
Senator Patrick Leahy 
433 Russell Senate Office Bldg 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Senator:                              March 23, 2009 
 
I am writing in enthusiastic support of the confirmation of Gil Kerlikowske as the Director of the Office of 
Drug Control Policy. I have known him for almost 15 years and can think of no one better suited to provide 
leadership in this crucial area. 
 
My first dealings with Chief Kerlikowske were when he ran the police department in Fort Pierce, Florida. My 
organization, the National Council on Crime and Delinquency, had been selected by the U.S. Department of 
Justice to assist dozens of communities to implement data-driven, evidence-based responses to youth 
violence. We picked Fort Pierce as one of our early sites because of the reputation of Chief Kerlikowske as 
one of the most progressive law enforcement officials in America. Because of his leadership, our youth 
violence project was very successful. 
 
I also worked with Chief Kerlikowske when he was a leader of the Police Executives Research Forum and 
when he worked for the COPS Office in Washington, D.C. He was a champion of community policing and 
always placed a high value of learning from the best research. 
 
In Seattle, Chief Kerlikowske inherited a department that was know for enlightened policing but was 
surrounded by intense political and community controversy. He was able to advance the most positive 
aspects of the Seattle Police Department, while restoring public support and confidence in the Department. 
Chief Kerlikowske showed his skills at communicating with and working with the very diverse Seattle 
community. 
 
I urge you to confirm him. He brings a great knowledge of many aspects of drug control policy. The key issue 
is balance, and Chief Kerlikowske knows how to harmonize the difference resources of law enforcement, 
prevention, and intervention. We urgently need a leader at the Office of Drug Control Policy who can utilize 
the best science that we have to combat the addiction problem. We need an open minded person now more 
than ever—someone who can respectfully listen to many points of view and arrive at a consensus. Gil 
Kerlikowske is not an ideologue on one side of the drug policy debate. Moreover, his experience will assist in 
the complex coordination that must be managed by the Office of Drug Control Policy. His standing as a law 
enforcement leader will enhance the prestige of the National Office. 
 
I can support his nomination without reservations. The National Council on Crime and Delinquency will 
work with him to achieve the successes that the nation so urgently needs. 
 
Respectfully yours, 

 
Barry Krisberg Ph.D. 



EL PASO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
Richard D. Wiles, Sheriff 

Sylvia Aguilar, Chief Deputy 
3850 Justice Drive 

El Paso, Texas 79938 
Email: 

First Nationally Accredited Sheriff’s Office in Texas 
First Two Nationally Accredited County Jails in Texas 

 

 
 

We Serve with Pride 
March 23, 2009 
 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy       
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary 
U.S. Senate 
Washington DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Arlen Specter 
Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary      
U.S. Senate         
Washington, DC 20510 
       
Dear Messrs. Leahy and Specter: 
 
I write to offer my strong support for the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske to become 
Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).  Law enforcement 
executives are proud that President Obama has nominated the President of the Major 
Cities Police Chiefs Association to serve in this extremely important position.   
 
Leading the Nation’s largest police departments on matters of public policy, Chief 
Kerlikowske demonstrates conviction, professionalism and strength—all qualities needed 
for success at ONDCP.  He has served on the front lines of our Nation’s struggle with 
drugs, in Florida police departments and as Commissioner of Police in Buffalo and Chief 
of Police in Seattle.  With executive experience at the U.S. Department of Justice, he is no 
stranger to Washington and knows how to get things done.  We can ill afford “on the job 
training” to address the violence and tragedy that results from drug abuse in this country.  
With America facing serious issues in drug control, prevention and treatment, there is no 
one better qualified then Gil Kerlikowske for the position of Director of ONDCP.  
 
Law enforcement leaders have seen firsthand Gil’s leadership as President of the Major 
City Police Chiefs Association and we stand ready to work with him in his new position.  
American law enforcement has always looked to you for leadership and we again turn to 
you to move the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske quickly through the confirmation process 
so that he may begin the important work at ONDCP. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard D. Wiles 
Sheriff 
 
cc:  Senator John Cornyn 

Administration 
3850 Justice Drive 
El Paso, Texas 79938 
915-538-2217 
915-538-2028 fax 

 
Job Line 915-546-2286 
 
 Region VIII Training Academy 

12501 Montana Avenue 
El Paso, Texas 79938 
915-856-4850 
915-856-4883 fax 

 
Criminal Investigations Bureau 
  850 Justice Drive 

El Paso, Texas  79938 
915-538-2291 
915-538-2148 fax 

 
Detention Bureau 

601 East Overland 
El Paso, Texas  79901 
915-546-2228 
915-543-3810 fax 
 

Jail Annex Bureau 
12501 Montana Avenue 
El Paso, Texas  79938 
915-856-4800 
915-856-4849 fax 

 
Patrol Bureau 
 Traffic Division 

3850 Justice Drive 
El Paso, Texas  79938 
915-538-2210 
915-538-2212 fax 
 
Montana Station 
12501 Montana Avenue 
El Paso, Texas 79938 
915-856-4875 
915-856-4896 fax 
 
Vinton Station 
436 East Vinton 
Vinton, Texas 79838 
915-886-2724 
915-886-3109 fax 

 
Special Operations Bureau 

6825 Cielo Vista Drive, Box 4 
El Paso, Texas  79925 

 
Metro Narcotics Task Force 

915-772-8865 
915-775-0369 fax 
 

HIDTA Enterprise Task Force 
915-832-6011 
915-832-6356 fax 

 
Volunteer Program 
  3850 Justice Drive 
  El Paso, Texas  79938 
  915-538-2117 
  915-538-2028 fax 
 
Emergency 911 
Non-Emergency 546-2280 



March 23, 2009 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy      The Honorable Arlen Specter 
Chairman        Ranking Member  
Committee on the Judiciary      Committee on the Judiciary 
U.S. Senate        U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510      Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Messrs. Leahy and Specter: 
 
I write to offer my strong support for the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske to become Director of the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).  Law enforcement executives are proud that 
President Obama has nominated the President of the Major Cities Police Chiefs Association to 
serve in this extremely important position.   
 
Leading the Nation’s largest police departments on matters of public policy, Chief Kerlikowske 
demonstrates conviction, professionalism and strength—all qualities needed for success at ONDCP.  
He has served on the front lines of our Nation’s struggle with drugs, in Florida police departments 
and as Commissioner of Police in Buffalo and Chief of Police in Seattle.  With executive 
experience at the U.S. Department of Justice, he is no stranger to Washington and knows how to get 
things done.  We can ill afford “on the job training” to address the violence and tragedy that results 
from drug abuse in this country.  With America facing serious issues in drug control, prevention 
and treatment, there is no one better qualified then Gil Kerlikowske for the position of Director of 
ONDCP.  
 
Law enforcement leaders have seen firsthand Gil’s leadership as President of the Major City Police 
Chiefs Association and we stand ready to work with him in his new position.  American law 
enforcement has always looked to you for leadership and we again turn to you to move the 
nomination of Gil Kerlikowske quickly through the confirmation process so that he may begin the 
important work at ONDCP. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

       
Robert L. Davis 

      Chief of Police 
 



LOUISVILLE METRO POLICE DEPARTMENT

JERRY E. ABRAMSON
MAYOR

ROBERT C. WHITE
CHIEF OF POLICE

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Messrs. Leahy and Specter:

March 23, 2009

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

I write to offer my strong support for the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske to become Director of the
Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). Law enforcement executives are proud that
President Obama has nominated the President of the Major Cities Police Chiefs Association to
serve in this extremely important position.

Leading the Nation's largest police departments on matters of public policy, Chief Kerlikowske
demonstrates conviction, professionalism and strength-all qualities needed for success at
ONDCP. He has served on the front lines of our Nation's struggle with drugs, in Florida police
departments and as Commissioner of Police in Buffalo and Chief of Police in Seattle. With
executive experience at the U.S. Department of Justice, he is no stranger to Washington and knows
how to get things done. We can ill afford "on the job training" to address the violence and tragedy
that results from drug abuse in this country. With America facing serious issues in drug control,
prevention and treatment, there is no one better qualified then Gil Kerlikowske for the position of
Director of ONDCP.

Law enforcement leaders have seen firsthand Gil's leadership as President of the Major City Police
Chiefs Association and we stand ready to work with him in his new position. American law
enforcement has always looked to you for leadership and we again turn to you to move the
nomination of Gil Kerlikowske quickly through the confirmation process so that he may begin the
important work at ONDCP.

..:, ,r
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Sincerely, IJ
COlon~~
Chief of Police .

633 WEST JEFFERSON STREET LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40202

OFFICE I'HONE 502.574.7660 FAX 502.574.2450



SOFFICEOF THE CITY COUNCIL' CITY OF SEATTLE

March 23, 2009
Via Facsimile and Mail

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman, Judiciary Committee
United States Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Member, Judiciary Committee
United States Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Re: Nomination ofGi! Kerlikowske, Director,
Office of National Drug Control Policy

Dear Senators Leahy and Specter,

I am writing to endorse the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske as director of
the Office of National Drug Control Policy and to urgeYOUf confirmation of his
appointment. I believe Chief Kerlikowske: will ~bring,a,reasoned and street-wise
voice to drug enforcement in our country, and a progressive approach to federal
drug policy-making. " ,

As Chief of the Seattle Police Department, Chief Kerlikowske instituted
community policing practices that partner; the police with citizens and
neighborhood groups in solving problems, resulting in more sensible approaches
to ad<;b;~Sli:p.gdrug activity and other crime. Chief Ke:rlikowskeJedthe police
force 'by personal ;example, Tes.peeting and supportinginnoyativ~, yetpr~ctical,
services fon ~hPse .strugglipg wit4addi~tip:o.&"su«hB.$.our needle ,exchange and
methadone van programs; as well,as a local housingp¥Qject for chronic ., " .
alcoholics.

I I

i, ,",

Traditional drug enforcement methods aimed at first-time and casual
users have not worked well. ;Newapp.roach~s ar.e;needed.,,-Chief Kerlikowske will
lead this policy debate at;the-aationaUeve1'ef£ectivelyand with reason~ 'I ' ,
~nthusiastically, and without reserVation" urge:you;andlyour ~ollea~estQ.I, ',;;j!

expeditio~ly confirm Cl1,iefK~rlikowske. Th~uJ.kyou fo~¥our eqnsideration.
~' •• :' • ., .; ". .;"' c .• ' ;; 7 .' ! ... . ~J, ... I .

" eo<, :.! ,; :q.,.: ;' .', Respec~ly, ! " .,

: "" 'I'. " ~harr" , ' .,
,:.PubIlc Safety, Human:Serviees and

",: ",;,,: Education Committee' ,
- ! ; ..,1 , , f· .

:r:~.•,







I Larry A. HammondThe Phoenix Plaza
21st Floor
2929 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85012-2793

OSBORN
1\1ALE DON
A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Direct Line
Direct Fax

p,o, Box 36379
Phoenix. Arizona 85067-6379

Telephone 602,640,9000
Facsimile 602,640,9050

Hon. Senator Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Hon. Senator Arlen Specter
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Gil Kerlikowske

Dear Senators Leahy and Specter:

www.osbornmaledon.com

March 24, 2009

I learned last week that the President has nominated Gil Kerlikowske for the position of
Director, Office of National Drug Control Policy. I am writing you this letter to endorse this
gifted nomination.

I first became acquainted with Gil Kerlikowske through my work and his with the
American Judicature Society (AJS). We both worked along with former Attorney General Janet
Reno to help develop greater focus on the need to improve, and in some cases reform, the
criminal justice system. Gil has always been an important voice on this topic. Having been the
Police Chief in Buffalo, New York and Seattle, Washington, he comes at all law enforcement
and criminal justice issues with a hard-edged experience-based perspective. Yet he has always
been the law enforcement official most likely to want to encourage open dialogue with all
participants in the criminal justice arena. To that end, he has given of his time over and over
again on questions having to do with the causes of wrongful convictions.

For instance, a couple of years ago, I asked him to come to Arizona to speak to our police
chiefs about eyewitness identification. He readily agreed to do so and his remarks were
powerful, focused, and remembered to this day by police chiefs who I encounter here.

http://www.osbornmaledon.com


Hon. Senator Patrick Leahy
Hon. Senator Arlen Specter
March 24, 2009
Page -2-

Gil Kerlikowske has also served on the AJS National Advisory Council since its creation
several years ago. He continues to be an important sounding board for the work of this
organization. His resume will speak for itself but all of us who have worked with him would
warmly endorse his nomination and hope that it will lead to a swift confirmation.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

LAH:djt
2508093



_ bgi Brown Group International

March 24, 2009

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Senate Judiciary Committee
433 Russell Senate Office Building
United States Senate
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy:

I am writing this letter in support of Gill Kerlikowske's nomination to serve as Director
ofthe White House Office of National Drug Control Policy. Gill is uniquely qualified by
both experience and dedication for this position.

Gill has had a distinguished career in law enforcement. He has served in different parts of
the country, which gives him a diverse perspective on the problems oflawenforcement
and drug abuse. He is well respected in the law enforcement community, as well as by the
people in the communities where he has served. As you can see from his resume that has
been submitted, he has been very active in both professional and community
organizations.

As you know, I had the honor of serving as the nation's "Drug Czar" under President Bill
Clinton. Based on that experience, I can attest to the fact that Gil, someone I have known
professionally for years, not only understands the complexity ofthe problem, but also has
the requisite experience and ability to bring people and organizations together to make a
difference.

If confirmed, he would bring to the job a broad and wise perspective on how to direct this
nation's efforts to reduce the use of illegal drugs.

I have no doubts that any trust bestowed upon him will not be betrayed. I urge you to
support his nomination.

/

II
1001 McKinney St., Suite 1650 • Houston, Texas 77002

Tel: 832-366~1584 • Fax: 713-571-7311



 

 500 Fifth Street, NW, NAS 218 Phone: 202 334 3201 
 Washington, DC 20001 Fax: 202 334 1680 
  E-mail: cvest@nae.edu 
 

 
CHARLES M. VEST 
President 
 
 
 
       March 25, 2009 
 
The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
Chairman 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 

I write to express strong support for the confirmation of Mr. Gil Kerlikowske as Director, 
Office of National Drug Control Policy.   
 

I am president of the National Academy of Engineering and president emeritus of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). 
 

Chief Kerlikowske recently served on a major National Academies study that I co-
chaired with former U.S. Secretary of Defense William Perry.  The topic of our study was 
Protecting Individual Privacy in the Struggle Against Terrorists.  This complex study examined 
the nexus of technology, counterterrorism, and personal privacy and produced a framework for 
program assessment that we hope will be adopted throughout the federal government. 
 

Chief Kerlikowske was an outstanding contributor to this study, and displayed an 
excellent ability to communicate and work with the entire spectrum of participants that 
included former intelligence community officials, attorneys, academic computer experts, 
statisticians, and private sector IT specialists.  Gil brought on-the-ground law enforcement 
experience and perspective that were invaluable.  Although this was a limited interaction 
during a two-year period, it was an excellent window into his ability to work at a high policy 
level while remaining grounded in practical experience. 
 

It is a privilege to support his confirmation. 
 
       Sincerely yours, 
 

                                                                       
 
 
       Charles M. Vest 
 
CMV/lbm 
 



KEITH MEISENHEIMER
JUDGE

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON
FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MUL TNOMAH COUNTY COURTHOUSE
1021 SW. FOURTH AVENUE
PORTLAND, OR 97204-1123

PHONE (503) 988-3985
FAX (503) 276-0963

Senator Patrick Leahy
United States Senate
711 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Via Fax: 202- 224-3479

Re: Drug Czar Nomination: Chief R. Gil Kerlikowske

Dear Senator Leahy,

3/25/09

I write in support of the nomination of Chief R. Gil Kerlikowske as Drug Czar for the United
States of America.

My support for Chief Kerlikowske arises from my experience of twenty three years as a
prosecutor handling prjmarily major crimes of violence and crimes against children and nine
years as a circuit court judge in Multnomah County, Oregon. Over the course of that career, I
became firmly convinced that no matter how well the justice system responds to a crime, we can
never make the victim whole. The burglary victim never again feels as safe in their own home,
even if we get their property back. The child sex abuse victim has suffered a trauma and loss of
trust we can address in counseling but can never erase. Prevention of crime is truly worth ten
pounds of cure.

In this regard, Chief Kerlikowske's professional background is extraordinarily impressive. In
addition to excelling at traditional aspects of law enforcement, his chairmanship of the board of
directors of Fight Crime: Invest in Kids speaks volumes to his recognition that protecting the
community begins with investing in proven programs which lower rates of delinquency and
subsequent adult crime.

It is this kind of broad experience in law enforcement and creative thinking about approaches to
attacking root causes I believe we urgently need in our next Drug Czar.

Sincerely,

~nheimer
Circuit Court Judge
Co-Chair, Portland Boys and Girls Club
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Senator Patrick Leahy
United States Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Via Fax: 202-224-3479

RE: Drug Czar Nomination: Chief R. Gil Kerlikowske

Dear Senator Leahy,

In the best interest of the kids throughout our nation, Boys & Girls Clubs of America highly
recommends Chief R. Gil Kerlikowske as Drug Czar for the United States of America.

Chief Kerlikowske has not only dedicated over 36 years of his life to law enforcement
throughout our nation, he has also been a Champion for our Youth as Chairman of the Board of
Fight Crime: Invest in kids, which is a national organization that looks into the research and
reasons on how to prevent kids from becoming criminals.

Most importantly, the Chiefhas fully understood that prevention is a critical component to the
decrease in youth violence and crime and drug and alcohol abuse which directly supports the
core values of Boys & Girls Clubs of America's life saving programs in character and leadership
development, education and career development, health and life skills, the arts and Sports,
Fitness and Recreation.

With genuine enthusiasm, on behalf of the 4.2 million children served by Boys & Girls Clubs
nationwide, we wholeheartedly support Chief Kerlikowske's nomination as Drug Czar, as we
have the faith, belief and trust in his leadership and abilities to serve our country in this vital role.

In the best interest of the kids,

Respectfully yours,

'2
Richard Inukai

President

Country Chrysler Jeep Dodge
767 SW Baseline • P.O. Box 1388 • Hillsboro, Oregon 97123 • Phone (503) 640-1050 • www.dicksautogroup.com

http://www.dicksautogroup.com










ROBERT T. RUSSELL, JR.
ACTING ERIE COUNTY COURT JUDGE

CITY COURT JUDGE
DRUG TREATMENT. MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT JUDGE

CITY COURT OF BUFFALO
50 DELAWARE AVENUE

BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14202-3898
SUITE 250

Buffalo City Court
50 Delaware Avenue, Suite 250
Buffalo, NY 14202

March 27,2009

Hon. Patrick Leahy, United States Senator
Chairman, U.S. Committee on the Judiciary
433 Russell Senate Office Building
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Hon. Arlen Specter, United States Senator
U. S. Committee on the Judiciary, Ranking Member
711 Hart Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Letter of Recommendation - R. Gil Kerlikowske

Dear Senator Leahy and Senator Specter:

It is with great admiration that I offer this recommendation in support of R. Gil
Kerlikowske, President Barack Obama's nominee for the Director of the Office of National Drug
Control Policy.

I had the privilege of first meeting and working with R. Gil Kerlikowske when he was
appointed, after a national search, as Police Commissioner of the Buffalo, New York Police
Department.

It was apparent that Commissioner Kerlikowske had a unique personal style which
earned him respect from Buffalo's diverse communities. He was embraced by block clubs,
neighborhood crime watch groups, and small and large businesses. During the time he served as
Police Commissioner, his progressive and engaging law enforcement leadership was able to
transcend Buffalo's political and ethnic cultures.



Hon. Senator Patrick Leahy, Chairman
Hon. Senator Arlen Specter, Ranking Member
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Commissioner Kerlikowske's personable style was direct, forthright, honest and sincere.
I found him to be a caring person who was concerned about the plight of crime victims, the
sincerity of his officers, and the safety and stability in our neighborhoods. He brought refreshing
innovative ideals to the Buffalo Police Department. Commissioner Kerlikowske updated the
department's equipment and also implemented community police tactics and procedures that
reduced the City's crime rate.

Commissioner Kerlikowske was always available to work with the local courts on new
initiatives such as Buffalo's first Drug Treatment Court, which I currently preside over. He was
excellent at providing a law enforcement perspective. He was able to balance the need to be
aggressive in enforcement initiatives against profiteers and distributors of street drugs, and at the
same time be sensitive to the court initiative of strong judicial oversight and judicial monitoring
of treatment programs for the addicted offenders as a strategy to reduce recidivism and the
demand for drugs.

Commissioner Kerlikowske brings a wealth of experience in law enforcement as an
administrator, an undercover officer, and as a street officer. He has broad knowledge and
perspective on strategies to address our country's drug distribution and abuse challenges. His
personal leadership style, progressive problem solving techniques, and superb law enforcement
skills are all strong attributes. I sincerely believe, and I am firmly convinced that he will make
an exceptional choice as our country's next Director of the Office of the National Drug Control
Policy.

I enthusiastically recommend R. Gil Kerlikowske's confirmation by this Honorable
Body.

Respectfully Submitted,

~--r,
Judge Robert'T. Russell, Jr.
Buffalo City Court
Presiding Judge: Drug Treatment Court,
Mental Health Court, and Veterans' Treatment Court

RTR:sdm



Chester J. Culver
Governor
Patty Judge
Lt. Governor

March 27, 2009

L-The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman
The Honorable Arlen Specter, Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy and Senator Specter:

Eugene T. Meyer
Commissioner

I am writing about the nomination of Seattle, Washington Police Chief Gil Kerlikowske to become the next Director of
the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). On March 26, 2009 in Washington, DC, I spoke in person with
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley, U.S. Senator from Iowa, about this nomination. I have also sent a copy of this
letter to Senator Grassley, a member of the Committee.

By way of introduction, I have been a local and state law enforcement officer since 1978. I am now the Director of the
State of Iowa Intelligence Fusion Center at the Iowa Department of Public Safety. For more than twenty-five years, I
have specialized in criminal intelligence and information sharing, and I currently serve as the chairman or as a
member of numerous national boards, councils, and other bodies engaged in this important work. These groups work
closely with many federal agencies and their components, including the U.S. Department of Justice, the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security, and the ONDCP and its High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Program.

As you know, the principal purpose of ONDCP is to establish policies, priorities, and objectives for the nation's drug
control program. Among other things, the Director of ONDCP is charged with producing the National Drug Control
Strategy, which directs our nation's anti-drug efforts and establishes a program, a budget, and guidelines for
cooperation among federal, state, and local entities. Effective criminal intelligence and information sharing capabilities
are critical to producing this Strategy, and to successfully achieving ONDCP's purpose and specified goals.

In recent years, Chief Kerlikowske and I have served together on councils and at events which produce policy
recommendations and publications covering a wide range of criminal intelligence and information sharing issues.
Even as a busy police chief in a major U.S. city, he has always been accessible and fully committed to this work, and
he has made the time to actively contribute to it in meaningful ways. His availability, participation, and steadfast
support demonstrate the value and importance that Chief Kerlikowske places on criminal intelligence and information
sharing - work that is central to the development of the National Drug Control Strategy, and vital to achieving
ONDCP's goals to reduce illicit drug use, manufacturing, and trafficking, and drug-related crime and violence. I am
also confident that his history as a collaborative, innovative leader and his extensive experience as a local police
executive will help him coordinate the anti-drug efforts of executive branch agencies, while ensuring that such efforts
sustain and complement state and local anti-drug activities.

Each day hundreds of thousands of state, local, and tribal law enforcement officers work in partnership with federal
agents on the front lines in our fight against the illicit drug trade. Effective coordination and the sharing of intelligence
and investigative information are crucial in the fight against violent drug trafficking organizations. Chief Kerlikowske is
committed to these essential activities, which will serve all of us well during his tenure as ONDCP Director.

fi:'Kthd
RUSSELL M. PORTER, Director
Intelligence Fusion Center

cc: Senator Charles E. Grassley

STATE OF IOWA INTELLIGENCE FUSION CENTER. 215 EAST 7TH STREET. DES MOINES, IOWA 50319-0049.515-725-6330



B.L.E.A.W.
BLACK LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATION OF WASHINGTON INC.

P.O. Box 18493
Seattle, WA 98118

206-315-4669

28 March 2009
The Honorable Senator Patrick Leahy, Chair Senate Committee on the Judiciary
433 Russell Senate Office Building
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Endorsement of Chief of Police R. Gil Kerlikowske

Dear Senator Leahy:

On behalf ofthe Black Law Enforcement Association of Washington, I am writing to express
our support of Chief R. Gil Kerlikowske for the position of Chief of the Office of National
Drug Control Policy.

ChiefR. Gil Kerlikowske service to the community and his influence in policing started long
before his arrival to the Seattle Police Department. His decorated honors in the Army and his
years of service with the St. Petersburg Police Department helped him to define his role in
policing and his commitment to the communities he served.

There is no doubt policing has changed dramatically over the past 20 years and Chief
Kerlikowske is a change agent making policing better. Through his hard work in many
positions across the country Chief Kerlikowske's insight, commitment to community
policing and professionalism has been embedded into the leadership across the country. For
example as the Chief of Police for Fort Pierce and Port St. Lucie Florida, his departments
received the Attorney General Crime Prevention Award. As Commissioner for the Buffalo,
New York Police Department, even as the first outsider appointed in thirty years he was able
to build bridges with entities that often didn't talk to each other. Chief Kerlikowske is known
for his hard work, creative approaches to policing, his fairness and openness.

His appointment as the Deputy Director of the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of
Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Program he provided local grants to police
departments all across the United States. The position with COPS fit many of his basic
principals he held true throughout his career. ChiefKerlikowske understands the foundation
and fundamentals of policing. He wants the men and women of law enforcement to be safe
and have the tools to address serious concerns many communities in crisis are facing. It was
his diverse approaches to policing that prepared him for the major challenges in his future.
This was never more prevalent than when he accepted the position as the Chief ofthe Seattle
Police Department in August of 2000.

When he arrived in Seattle it was clear he wanted Seattle residents to know things would be
different. He modeled his actions with his expectations and drew from his past experiences.
He wanted everyone from his most senior officers, highest-ranking officer and all civilian
personnel to know this was their department and they were important to how this department
would develop through the years. He instructed his command staff to develop policies and



directives within the department that showed prevention and intervention were just as
important as enforcement.

As Chief of the Seattle Police Department he worked with local leaders 1 grass robt
organizers 1 homeless advocates, ministers 1 numerous diverse community representatives 1 a
variety oflegal perspectives (ACLU, Defense Associations, corporate 1 civil, private), and
included a countless number of other police agencies to address City of Seattle issues. He
worked with members of the African American community to establish a less lethal option
program to provide officers with alternatives to lethal force when the situation allows. Chief
Kerlikowske's hiring and promoting of minority officers has not gone without notice. He
went into the communities of color and actively recruited individuals to the Seattle Police.
Department. He also promoted officers of color and placed them in recognizable and
strategic positions within the department. Every individual that is promoted, every position
available within the department and each rank from detective to deputy chief were routinely
analyzed by ChiefKerlikowske. It was common to see him engaged in settings that allowed
him to meet frequently with diverse community members some of whom felt disenfranchised
from the police department. Relying on his eleven Demographic Advisor Councils he was
able to address issues quickly and directly. Chief Kerlikowske believed the Seattle Police
Department should be transparent. He not only worked on the image of the department but he
also addressed its professionalism. Chief Kerlikowske took great pride in getting the Seattle
Police Department accredited. In 2006 he received the "James V. Cotter Award" from the
Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act (CALEA) committee, marking the
first time the Seattle Police Department has ever been nationally accredited.

Through the years Chief Kerlikowske has spearheaded initiatives and encouraged problem
solving thinking to address crime issues. He will research, solicit and seek out ways to better
address community concerns and to address crime. ChiefKerlikowske has been outspoken
about alternatives to minority confinement and the use of social services to' better address
problem areas in the community. He supported a wide variety of programs such as Re-
Investing In Youth, GOTS (Get Off the Streets) which is a program that provided treatment
for offenders, the restoration of voting rights for convicted felons under specific conditions
and working with King County Juvenile Detention to reduce the dispr~ortionate minority
confinement. His active oversight of the department and his participaf n in the community
has resulted in City of Seattle being one of the safest major cites in th United States.

The Black Law Enforcement Association of Washington strongly supports the
recommendation of ChiefR. Gil Kerlikowske for this position as Chief of the Office of
National Drug Control Policy knowing that his leadership and expertise will well serve the
American people because of his sound principles of public safety and public health. He will
demonstrate to criminal organizations threatening to undermine stability that he takes
seriously the responsibility to reduce drug use in the United States.

Sincerely, '. 11
l~es~.~/A

President ofRL.E.A.W.

2
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March 30, 2009

Edward A. Flynn
Chief of Police

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

With this letter I express my support for Gil Kerlikowske to become Director of the Office of
National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). I am one of many law enforcement executives pleased that
our President of the Major Cities Police Chiefs Association has been nominated to serve in this
important position.

Chief Kerlikowske has the qualities and leadership needed for success at ONDCP. He has
years of policing experience and is very familiar with our nation's struggle with drugs after serving
in Florida police departments, as Commissioner of Police in Buffalo, and Chief of Police in Seattle.
Following executive experience at the U.S. Department of Justice, he is also familiar with
Washington and has proven his ability to accomplish the tasks at hand.

We need an ONDCP Director that is prepared and ready to address the violence and tragedy
that results from drug abuse. America is facing serious issues in relation to drug control, prevention
and treatment. I believe Gil Kerlikowske is qualified to address these challenges.

Law enforcement executives around the country have witnessed Gil's leadership as President
of the Major City Police Chiefs Association and we stand ready to support him in his new position.
Please consider moving the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske quickly through the confirmation process
so that he may begin the important work at ONDCP. He understands the struggles of local law
enforcement agencies in the fight against drugs, and will direct appropriate resources to assist in this
nation-wide battle.

Sincerely,

EDWARD A. FLYNN
CHIEF OF POLICE

Police Administration Building, 749 West State Street, Post Office Box 531, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201-0531 (414) 933-4444
Web Site: http://www.milwaukee.gov/police

http://www.milwaukee.gov/police
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March 30, 2009 
 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy                  The Honorable Arlen Specter 
Chairman                     Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary                   Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate                    United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510                                Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter, 
 
On behalf of the over 22,000 judges, prosecutors, public defenders, probation and law 
enforcement officers, court administrators, substance abuse and mental health treatment 
professionals, and community leaders the National Association of Drug Court Professionals 
represents, it gives me great pride to strongly support the nomination of R. Gil Kerlikowske 
for the position of Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy.  
 
Throughout his career in law enforcement, Gil Kerlikowske has pioneered innovative 
approaches to community policing that have greatly enhanced the communities in which he 
has served. In doing so, Chief Kerlikowske understands the critical role treatment plays in 
ending the cycle of substance abuse and crime.  
 
While serving as Police Commissioner in Buffalo and Chief of Police in Seattle, Gil 
Kerlikowske was a proponent of diversion programs, such as Drug Court, that treat 
substance abusing offenders. In Seattle, he developed a strong relationship with Drug and 
other Problem Solving Courts and made sure his officers did the same. He has spoken at a 
Drug Court graduation and has seen first hand the transformation Drug Courts bring about 
in individuals, their families and their communities. Gil Kerlikowske truly understands that 
treatment must be part of the solution to the drug epidemic in this country.  
 
The nomination of Gil Kerlikowske presents an opportunity for the White House Office of 
National Drug Control Policy to stem the tide of substance abuse and crime by 
implementing a policy that incorporates enforcement, prevention and treatment. Chief 
Kerlikowske is the right choice to develop and execute this policy and his expedient 
confirmation is soundly endorsed by the National Association of Drug Court Professionals. 
Thank you for your continued leadership and for considering this letter of support.  
 
Sincerely  

 
 
West Huddleston 
Chief Executive Officer 
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March 30, 2009 
 
 
The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman 
The Honorable Arlen Specter, Ranking Member 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senators Leahy and Specter: 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to express our support for Gil Kerlikowske to become 
the next Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).  Members 
of the National Criminal Justice Association (NCJA) include the state, territorial and 
tribal chief executive officers of criminal justice agencies charged with managing federal, 
state, and tribal justice assistance resources as well as practitioners from all components 
of the criminal and juvenile justice systems. As an association and as the representatives 
of their individual jurisdictions, our members work closely with many federal agencies 
including the Department of Justice and ONDCP on issues related to substance abuse 
prevention, treatment, and control.  
 
Chief Kerlikowske, as the chief of police for Seattle, Washington, and former chief of 
police in Buffalo, New York, has broad experience in developing policies and strategies 
to address substance abuse and its consequences.  His experience as an official in the 
COPS Office and as a leader of the Major City Chiefs Association has given him a 
national perspective on policing and the challenges facing the public safety community.  
He understands the environment we in state, tribal, and local governments face as we 
seek to improve the functioning and efficiency of the nation’s justice system. 
 
Throughout his career, Chief Kerlikowske has shown a deep commitment to, and 
passion for, using the criminal justice system to protect Americans and bring positive 
change to communities nationwide.  In this environment of tight budgets and a 
worsening economy, it is critical that public officials use all available resources of the 
federal government to keep our streets safe, protect our kids, and respond to the needs 
of crime victims.  Chief Kerlikowske’s experience, record of public service, and prior 
tenure at the COPS Office demonstrates that he has the judgment, experience, 
temperament, depth of knowledge, and commitment to best practices to lead the Office 
of National Drug Control Policy. 
 
We strongly urge his speedy confirmation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Cabell C. Cropper 
Executive Director 







Miami-Dade Police
Department

Director's Office An Internationally
Accredited

Police Service

W March 30, 2009
e

Robert Parker, Director
Miami-Dade Police Department

9105 NW 25 Street • Miami, Florida • 33172-1500
Telephone (305) 471-2100 • Fax (305) 471-2163 • Website http://www.mdpd.com

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Messrs. Leahy and Specter:

Chief Kerlikowski is a proven high performance manager and a seasoned
administrator who is able to make reasoned, well thought out decisions that
greatly benefit the MCC organization. Moreover, he fosters effective working
relationships and has earned the respect of his staff and senior management by
displaying outstanding professionalism and assistance to the various member
departments and community as a whole. Therefore, I have no reservations that
he is capable of managing the ONDCP and I urge you to move his nomination
ttbli.ly tRn~WiAtA8 ~RfJA:Aation process.

Should you have other concerns regarding this recommendation, please contact
me at Thank you for your
continued support of law enforcement.

I am the Metropolitan Sheriff for Miami-Dade County, Florida and I take great
pleasure and pride in strongly recommending the appointment of Chief Gil
Kerlikowski to serve as the next Director of the Office of National Drug Control
Policy (ONDCP). Chief Kerlikowski currently serves as President of the Major
Cities Chiefs As~ation (MCC). Prior to that appointment, he served with
distinction as Commissioner of Police in Buffalo, New York and Chief of Police in
Seattle, Washington.
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March 31, 2009 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy     The Honorable Arlen Specter 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee    Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary Committee  
United States Senate      United States Senate 
224 Dirksen Office Building     152 Dirksen Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510      Washington, DC 20510 
 
 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter: 

On behalf of the Council of State Governments Justice Center board of directors—leaders of a national 
organization that serves policymakers at the local, state, and federal levels from all branches of government to 
increase public safety and strengthen communities—we are writing to urge you to approve the nomination of Gil 
Kerlikowske to direct the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). Chief Kerlikowske has been a national 
leader on drug issues and is committed to a balanced and common-sense approach to reducing related crimes and 
the destructive influence drugs have had on our communities and families. As a board member of Fight Crime: 
Invest in Kids and as chief in four cities, he has been dedicated to addressing juvenile drug issues. He knows on 
both a professional and personal level what it will take to achieve meaningful reform in this country.  Chief 
Kerlikowske in all of his positions in law enforcement and as President of the Major Cities Chiefs Association has 
demonstrated that he can achieve consensus among diverse stakeholders and understands the value of the kind of 
true collaboration that can only come from years of successfully conducting community policing efforts.   

As elected and appointed state officials, we know that it will take someone with vision, an ability to navigate 
partisan politics, a comprehensive understanding of the issues, and a successful management style to direct 
ONDCP. Chief Kerlikowske has demonstrated these abilities time and again. He understands that tough 
enforcement alone cannot solve our nation’s problems related to illegal drugs and has proposed an approach that 
state leaders know is needed: one that includes treatment, prevention, and evidence-based practices. No one knows 
better than someone who has spent more than three decades on the front lines of policing how complex the set of 
factors are that affect drug abuse and crime. Chief Kerlikowske has stated that without a comprehensive approach 
that involves courts, law enforcement, border security, prisoner reentry, and other systems and initiatives working 
hand-in-hand, we cannot begin to address this country’s drug problems. He is not only correct in how he has framed 
the complexity of the problems facing the next director, he knows how to address them. 

We thank you for considering the views of state legislators, judicial leaders, and executive branch officials as you 
decide the appointment of the next ONDCP director. 

Sincerely, 

 

Rep. Pat Colloton (R-KS) 
Chair, Committee on Corrections and Juvenile Justice  
Justice Center Executive Committee Member 
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March 31, 2009 
 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy      The Honorable Arlen Specter 
Chairman,         Ranking Member  
Committee on the Judiciary      Committee on the Judiciary 
U.S. Senate        U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510      Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Messrs. Leahy and Specter: 
 
I write to offer my strong support for the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske to become Director of the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).  Law enforcement executives are proud that 
President Obama has nominated the President of the Major Cities Police Chiefs Association to serve 
in this extremely important position.   
 
Leading the Nation’s largest police departments on matters of public policy, Chief Kerlikowske 
demonstrates conviction, professionalism and strength—all qualities needed for success at ONDCP.  
He has served on the front lines of our Nation’s struggle with drugs, in Florida police departments 
and as Commissioner of Police in Buffalo and Chief of Police in Seattle.  With executive experience 
at the U.S. Department of Justice, he is no stranger to Washington and knows how to get things 
done.  We can ill afford “on the job training” to address the violence and tragedy that results from 
drug abuse in this country.  With America facing serious issues in drug control, prevention and 
treatment, there is no one better qualified then Gil Kerlikowske for the position of Director of 
ONDCP.  
 
Law enforcement leaders have seen firsthand Gil’s leadership as President of the Major City Police 
Chiefs Association and we stand ready to work with him in his new position.  American law 
enforcement has always looked to you for leadership and we again turn to you to move the 
nomination of Gil Kerlikowske quickly through the confirmation process so that he may begin the 
important work at ONDCP. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Colonel Daniel Isom 
Chief of Police 
St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department 
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March 31, 2009 
  
 

Senator Patrick Leahy    Senator Arlen Specter 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee  Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary Committee 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building   224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 
 
  
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Specter: 
  
As nonprofit organizations dedicated to advocating for sound national drug policy, the State 
Associations of Addiction Services and the Legal Action Center write to express our strong support for 
Chief Gil Kerlikowske’s nomination as the Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy 
(ONDCP).    The State Associations of Addiction Services is a national association of 44 state 
associations of drug and alcohol addiction prevention and treatment providers, and the Legal Action 
Center is a national law and policy organization that advocates for people with drug and alcohol 
addiction histories, criminal records and HIV/AIDS.   
  
We believe that Chief Kerlikowske will provide the leadership necessary to shape a new and much 
more effective vision for our nation’s drug and alcohol policies. We are extremely pleased with recent 
remarks by President Obama, Vice President Biden and Chief Kerlikowske that call for a change in our 
national policy to a coordinated, comprehensive approach that expands the health responses to 
addiction, including prevention and treatment.  We are excited by President Obama’s support for such 
policy reforms as expansion of addiction prevention and treatment, and sentencing reform that 
eliminates racial injustice and emphasizes treatment instead of incarceration where appropriate.  While 
more than 23 million Americans need care for drug and alcohol addiction and misuse, 90% of them – 
nearly 21 million people – never receive it.  Prevention techniques that have proven successful reach 
far too few of our young people, and therefore drug and alcohol use has become an epidemic.  People 
in recovery or still suffering from this disease too often are treated as second-class citizens.  
  
Throughout his 36-year career in law enforcement, Chief Kerlikowske has demonstrated a great 
commitment to effectively addressing addiction to alcohol and other drugs in our country.  We are 
pleased that Chief Kerlikowske recognizes that solving our nation’s drug problems requires strong 
support for both enforcement and demand reduction efforts including prevention, treatment and 
recovery supports. Chief Kerlikowske has been a strong supporter of ensuring that adults and young 
people with drug and alcohol problems can, where appropriate, be diverted from the criminal justice 
system into addiction treatment.  Chief Kerlikowske’s support for diverting young people with 
addiction histories into treatment where appropriate and his support for the work of our nation’s drug 
courts is consistent with clear scientific findings that addiction is a preventable and treatable disease – 
and that prevention and treatment are the most effective and cost-efficient strategies for reducing drug 
and alcohol problems.  
  



 

 

We strongly commend Chief Kerlikowske’s work at the community level and his ability to partner with 
individuals and organizations representing various important segments in the community who are 
working on the front lines to fight our nation’s problems with drugs.  Chief Kerlikowske’s breadth of 
experience in community policing makes him uniquely qualified to bring in the various groups of 
people, including addiction prevention and treatment providers, people in recovery and their family 
members, members of the law enforcement community and other allies, to work together in the 
coordinated way required to successfully fight against drug and alcohol addiction in this country.  We 
strongly believe that Chief Kerlikowske’s extensive experience at the community level will provide 
him with the understanding necessary to implement critically important, effective reforms to our drug 
policy at the national level.   
  
Thank you for the opportunity to share our views.  We strongly endorse the nomination of Chief 
Kerlikowske to direct the ONDCP and encourage his swift confirmation.   
 

 

  
 Becky Vaughn  
 Executive Director 
 State Associations of Addiction Services 
 

 

 
Gabrielle de la Gueronniere, JD  
Director for National Policy 
Legal Action Center/National HIRE Network  
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March 31, 2009 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
On behalf of the National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors 
(NASADAD), thank you for your leadership as Chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee on issues pertaining to addiction prevention, treatment and recovery.  
We are very appreciative of your work and continue to stand ready to partner with 
you and others to make further progress.      
 
I am writing today to express support of Chief R. Gil Kerlikowske as the next 
Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).  We are pleased 
the Committee has chosen to consider this important nomination and recommend 
action that will lead to a quick confirmation process.   
 
As Chief Kerlikowske noted during his White House appointment announcement, 
the “…success of our efforts to reduce the flow of drugs is largely dependent on 
our ability to reduce demand for them…  and that starts with our youth.”  We 
could not agree more.  Chief Kerlikowske recognizes that effective substance 
abuse prevention represents a core component of any successful national drug 
control strategy.  In particular, Chief Kerlikowske is known for his commitment to 
working closely with a cross section of State and local law enforcement officials, 
parents, educators and others to make our communities and neighborhoods safer 
and healthier places to live.  We appreciate his dedication and stand ready to 
partner with the Chief to expand and improve our prevention services.        
 
During his 36 year career, Chief Kerlikowske has promoted the benefits of helping 
more Americans find the path to treatment and recovery.  The Chief displayed this 
focus whether he was serving as Chief of Police, Deputy Director of the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) COPS program, or President of the Major City 
Chiefs Association.  As the managers of State prevention, treatment and recovery 
systems across the country, we appreciate Chief Kerlikowske’s frontline 
experience and pledge to serve as an active partner in expanding and improving 
our treatment and recovery services. 
 

mailto:rmorrison@nasadad.org�


 

In sum, we are pleased with Chief Kerlikowske’s commitment to bring a balanced and thoughtful 
approach to our nation’s drug control policy.  In addition, we are impressed with Chief Kerlikowske’s 
career and commitment to our communities and neighborhoods.  As a result, we recommend quick 
action in order to confirm Chief Kerlikowske as the next Director of ONDCP.    
 
Again, thank you for your leadership.  Should you or your staff have any questions ore require 
additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 293-0090 x106. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Robert I.L. Morrison 
Interim Executive Director 
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April 6, 2009 
 
 
 
The Honorable Arlen Specter 
Ranking Member  
Committee on the Judiciary       
U.S. Senate         
Washington, DC 20510       
       
 
Dear Senator Specter: 
 
Re: Nomination of Gil Kerlikowske as Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy 
(ONDCP) 
 
As head of the largest law enforcement agency in the state of Arizona, I offer my support for Gil 
Kerlikowske to become Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).  Law 
enforcement executives are proud that President Obama has nominated the President of the 
Major Cities Police Chiefs Association to serve in this extremely important position.   
 
Leading the Nation’s largest police departments on matters of public policy, Chief Kerlikowske 
demonstrates conviction, professionalism and strength—all qualities needed for success at 
ONDCP.  He has served on the front lines of our Nation’s struggle with drugs, in Florida police 
departments and as Commissioner of Police in Buffalo and Chief of Police in Seattle.  With 
executive experience at the U.S. Department of Justice, he is no stranger to Washington and 
knows how to get things done.  We can ill afford “on the job training” to address the violence 
and tragedy that results from drug abuse in this country.  With America facing serious issues in 
drug control, prevention and treatment, there is no one better qualified than Gil Kerlikowske for 
the position of Director of ONDCP.  
 
Law enforcement leaders have seen firsthand Gil’s leadership as President of the Major City 
Police Chiefs Association and we stand ready to work with him in his new position.  American 
law enforcement has always looked to you for leadership and we again turn to you to move the 
nomination of Gil Kerlikowske quickly through the confirmation process so that he may begin the 
important work at ONDCP. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
JACK F. HARRIS 
Public Safety Manager 
Phoenix Police Department 
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The Honorable Patrick Leahy
The Honorable Arlen Specter
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy and Specter:

I write to offer my strong support for the nomination of Gil Kerlikowske to become Director of the Office
of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). Law enforcement executives are proud that President Obama
has nominated the President of the Major Cities Police Chiefs Association to serve in this extremely

important position.

Leading the Nation's largest police departments on matters of public policy, Chief Kerlikowske
demonstrates conviction, professionalism and strength-all qualities needed for success at ONDCP. He
has served on the front lines of our Nation's struggle with drugs, in Florida police departments and as
Commissioner of Police in Buffalo and Chief of Police in Seattle. With executive experience at the U.S.
Department of Justice, he is no stranger to Washington and knows how to get things done. We can ill
afford "on the job training" to address the violence and tragedy that results from drug abuse in this
country. With America facing serious issues in drug control, prevention and treatment, there is no one
better qualified then Gil Kerlikowske for the position of Director of ONDCP .

Law enforcement leaders have seen firsthand Gil's leadership as President of the Major City Police
Chiefs Association and we stand ready to work with him in his new position. American law enforcement
has always looked to you for leadership and we again turn to you to move the nomination of Gil
Kerlikowske quickly through the confirmation process so that he may begin the important work at
ONDCP.

Sincerely,

"iiIod t ~iti
Chief of Police

Senator John Comyn
Committee on the Judiciary

cc:
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The City of
OKLAHOMA CITY
POLICE DEPARTMENT
William Citty
Chief of Police

April 12, 2009

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
United States Senator
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

I am writing you in support of Chief Gil Kerlikowske and his nomination for the Director of the
Office of National Drug Policy.

I've known Gil five years since becoming a member of Major Cities Chiefs. It was clear from
my first meeting with Major Cities Chiefs that Gil was well respected among his peers. After
knowing him personally, I too came to respect him for a number of reasons, but most of all for
his sincerity and dedication to law enforcement. I found him to be sincere and passionate about
law enforcement's role to address issues and challenges facing our communities. It was obvious
that Gil worked hard at keeping up with advancements in technology, changing laws, homeland
security and innovations in law enforcement.

Gil has been in informal and formal leadership roles with Major Cities Chiefs and demonstrated
an ability to unite individuals with diverse backgrounds, opinions and conflicting interests that
include the local, state, federal and private sectors. Major Cities Chiefs has had a greater voice
and impact in the areas of homeland security and federal legislation primarily due to his
leadership.

Gil has the unique ability to balance a tough stance on crime, while understanding the
importance of prevention and intervention. A philosophy that is critical to reducing the growing
number of violent crimes associated with illegal drug use. Gil's integrity, respect, knowledge
and passion will be an asset to the Office of National Drug Policy.

pc: Senator Tom Coburn
Senator Arlen Specter

701 Colcord Drive • Oklahoma City, OK 73102 • 405/297-1000
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April 20, 2009 

 
 
 
Senator Patrick J. Leahy 
433 Russell Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
  
Dear Senator Specter, 
 
      I am writing to recommend Senate confirmation of R. Gil Kerlikowske as Director of the Office 
of National Drug Control Policy.  I recently retired as Chief of the South Carolina Law Enforcement 
Division after serving 30 plus years with that agency.  I have known Chief Kerlikowske since 1995 
when we were participants in the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s National Executive Institute. 
 
     Currently serving as Seattle’ Chief of Police, he has had an outstanding career with service 
ranging from police chief to deputy director of the Department of Justice Community Oriented 
Policing Services.  He has led three police organizations to national accreditation by the 
Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies.  He is president of the Major Cities 
Chiefs Association and a past president of the Police Executive Research Forum. 
 
      Chief Kerlikowske is a professional, innovative, experienced law enforcement leader.  I have 
every confidence that he has all the qualities necessary to competently perform in this position that 
is so important to our nation and the well being of its citizens.  I am certain he will seek ways to 
combat illegal drugs by strong enforcement, demand reduction, prevention, and treatment. In 
conclusion I wholeheartedly recommend confirmation of this fine gentleman. 
 

                                                                                                 
Sincerely, 

  

        
                                                                                                                                                  

Robert M. Stewart 
CEO 

  

__________________________________________ 
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