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QUESTIONS FROM SENATOR BOOKER 
 

1. According to a Brookings Institute study, African Americans and whites use drugs at 

similar rates, yet blacks are 3.6 times more likely to be arrested for selling drugs and 2.5 

times more likely to be arrested for possessing drugs than their white peers.1 Notably, the 

same study found that whites are actually more likely to sell drugs than blacks.2 These 

shocking statistics are reflected in our nation’s prisons and jails. Blacks are five times 

more likely than whites to be incarcerated in state prisons.3 In my home state of New 

Jersey, the disparity between blacks and whites in the state prison systems is greater than 

10 to 1.4  

 

a. Do you believe there is implicit racial bias in our criminal justice system? 

 

b. Do you believe people of color are disproportionately represented in our nation’s 

jails and prisons? 

 

Our criminal justice system is comprised of humans who bring all the traits and 

flaws of humankind to this system.  Two such flaws are racial prejudice and 

intolerance.  These flaws are contrary to “Equal Justice Under Law.”  They have 

no place in our system, and must be identified and eliminated in whatever form 

they might be found. If I am confirmed, this flaw will not be countenanced in my 

courtroom or my chambers.  I have not studied the root causes of the 

disproportionate incarceration rate of persons of color in this country, but I know 

that racial prejudice in all aspects of the criminal justice system must be identified 

and removed, not permitted to exist.     

 

c. Prior to your nomination, have you ever studied the issue of implicit racial bias in 

our criminal justice system? Please list what books, articles, or reports you have 

reviewed on this topic. 

 

I have not studied this issue directly, but agree that ongoing education and 

training about racial biases in our criminal justice system is appropriate and 

necessary.   I will encourage and participate in this type of education and training 

as a U.S. district judge if confirmed.  Our Middle District of Florida Federal Bar 
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Association conducts such educational programs, and I attended one earlier this 

month.   

 

2. According to a Pew Charitable Trusts fact sheet, in the 10 states with the largest declines 

in their incarceration rates, crime fell an average of 14.4 percent.5 In the 10 states that 

saw the largest increase in their incarceration rates, crime decreased by an 8.1 percent 

average.6 

 

a. Do you believe there is a direct link between increases of a state’s incarcerated 

population and decreased crime rates in that state? If you believe there is a direct 

link, please explain your views. 

 

b. Do you believe there is a direct link between decreases of a state’s incarcerated 

population and decreased crime rates in that state? If you do not believe there is a 

direct link, please explain your views. 

 

I have not studied the criminology statistics concerning relative incarceration rates 

and their causative relationship to crime statistics.   

 

3. Do you believe it is an important goal for there to be demographic diversity in the judicial 

branch? If not, please explain your views.     

              
 
 Yes. 
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