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The Honorable Dick Durbin The Honorable Lindsey Graham
Chair Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Re: Sparkle Sooknanan

Dear Members of the Judiciary Committee of the United States Senate:

We are partners in the law firm Jones Day. It is with great pleasure that we deliver this
letter, which expresses our enthusiastic support for the United States Senate’s confirmation of
our former partner, Sparkle Sooknanan, to the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia.

Jones Day ranks among the most accomplished law firms in the world, and has more than
2,400 lawyers in 40 offices across five continents. Our current and former partners have served
the United States in various capacities, in each branch of the government, in Democratic and
Republican Administrations, for more than 100 years. Many of our country’s most esteemed
jurists had their start at Jones Day. Former Justice Antonin Scalia was an associate at Jones Day,
and former partners Gregory Katsas on the District of Columbia Circuit and Jeffrey Sutton on the
Sixth Circuit are currently among the many judges who are or have been a part of Jones Day. We
are proud of the contributions our colleagues have made in service of this nation. We are
confident that Sparkle, who has already devoted a substantial portion of her career to public
service, will continue this proud tradition.

Sparkle is a gifted and fair-minded legal thinker who impressed clients and colleagues
alike, initially as a Jones Day associate, and then as a Jones Day partner. She came to Jones Day
following three judicial clerkships, first with Judge Eric Vitaliano of the U.S. District Court for
the Eastern District of New York, and then with Judge Guido Calebresi on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit. After clerking for Judge Calabresi, Sparkle joined the United
States Department of Justice as an Honors Program attorney in the Civil Division, Appellate
Section, in 2012. Following her first tenure at the Justice Department, Sparkle was hired to clerk
for the Honorable Sonia Sotomayor of the Supreme Court of the United States. Clerking for
Justice Sotomayor during the 2013-2014 Term, Sparkle was the first—and is still the only—
graduate of Brooklyn Law School to serve as a law clerk on the Supreme Court.
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In October 2014, after her Supreme Court clerkship, Sparkle joined Jones Day in the
Issues & Appeals practice in Washington, where she quickly established herself as a standout.
As an Issues & Appeals lawyer, Sparkle proved a natural at the appellate skills of writing,
analysis, and oral advocacy. She routinely crafted persuasive arguments in clear, elegant prose,
often in remarkably short timeframes. She is a terrific oral advocate and often argued for Firm
clients in both district and appellate courts.

Sparkle is well acquainted with the effort required to prepare for district court litigation.
During her time at the Firm, Sparkle oversaw complex litigation teams and managed every phase
of a case. She prepared pleadings, managed discovery and other fact development in large cases,
worked with lay and expert witnesses and handled relationships with clients, co-counsel, and
opposing counsel in skillful and exemplary fashion.

In a practice group full of extremely talented lawyers, including many former Supreme
Court clerks, Sparkle distinguished herself through her extraordinary intellect, her stellar writing
skills and her unparalleled work ethic. Sparkle also possesses an almost uncanny ability to
process and digest high volumes of new information and quickly put it to effective use—all skills
that will serve her particularly well as a district court judge.

Many of us bore witness to these traits when working directly with Sparkle on a series of
complex cases. For several years, Sparkle headed a team handling a complicated bankruptcy
matter that required her to manage multiple litigations proceeding through several different
courts at the same time. The matter also required Sparkle, who was then an associate, to craft
and make sophisticated and novel legal arguments. She performed well beyond her years, as
evidenced by the fact that Sparkle appeared for argument in the First Circuit and prevailed over
more experienced partners and seasoned Supreme Court advocates.

Sparkle brought the same energy and skills to representing pro bono clients. Sparkle
spearheaded the defense of Charlottesville city council members who were sued for voting to
remove Confederate monuments at the center of political violence there; represented indigent
criminal defendants in a number of contexts; and participated in the Firm’s Laredo Project,
which provides representation to individuals in immigration detention at the border. She
passionately embarked on these important pro bono matters on top of her substantial and time-
consuming work for paying clients.

Sparkle’s intellectual gifts are matched perhaps only by her work ethic and interpersonal
skills. Sparkle left her home in Trinidad and Tobago at the age of 16 to attend college in the
United States and worked her way through law school while maintaining a 4.0 grade point
average. So it was no surprise to us that Sparkle did not take opportunity lightly, or that she
worked incredibly hard to capitalize on it. And Sparkle showed that she is just as skilled at
listening, understanding other points of view and connecting with everyone with whom she
interacts. Throughout her time at Jones Day, Sparkle was known as someone who could
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appreciate all sides of an argument and make people feel heard. Sparkle formed strong
relationships and worked with colleagues across the Firm, finding common ground even in areas
of disagreement. In addition, Sparkle consistently used her talents and skills to mentor other
lawyers. Even in the most demanding periods of work at the Firm, Sparkle took a special
interest in helping more junior lawyers develop their own skills and judgment, guiding them in
growth opportunities.

It likewise has been no surprise, but nevertheless a source of pride for the Firm, that
Sparkle has had such a distinguished career in senior leadership roles at the Department of
Justice in the past several years—first serving as Deputy Associate Attorney General in the
Office of the Associate Attorney General and most recently as Principal Deputy Assistant
Attorney General in the Civil Rights Division.

The qualities that Sparkle exhibited during her tenure at Jones Day earned her the respect
and admiration of everyone she encountered—from the most junior paralegal to the Managing
Partner of the Firm, from liberal Democrats to the most conservative Republicans. The scope of
that sentiment is demonstrated by the many signatories to this letter, who span a broad range of
political opinions and professional backgrounds. Those qualities make us confident that Sparkle
will not only hit the ground running as a district court judge, but also that she will one day be
recognized as among the finest jurists to take the bench. We respectfully urge you to advance her
nomination to the full Senate and confirm her to the bench swiftly.

Sincerely,

)

reghbry M. Shumaker

cc: Attachments
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DAVID CIARLO
MATTHEW COCORAN
MARK CODY

WILLIAM COGLIANESE
SARAH CONWAY
STEVEN CORR
DARREN COTTRIEL
SCOTT COWAN
STEPHEN COWEN
THOMAS CULLEN, JR.
TIMOTHY CURRY
WALTER DAVIS

AIMEE DEFILIPPO
LEON DEJULIUS, JR.
JENNIFER DEL MEDICO
FAISAL DELAWALLA
WILLIAM DEVITT
PETER DEVLIN

DAVID DIMEGLIO
CHRISTOPHER DIPOMPEO
MATTHEW DIVELBISS
AN DOAN
CHRISTOPHER DOMINGO
THOMAS DONNELLY
VICTORIA DORFMAN
RYAN DORINGO
LAURA DURFEE

JAMES DUTRO
MICHAEL EARLEY
MARK EARNEST

BRIAN EASLEY
MIGUEL EATON

SARAH EFRONSON
JAMES EGERTON-VERNON
DANIELLA EINIK
ANDREW EISENBERG
JEFFREY ELLMAN
LAURA ELLSWORTH
PATRICIA ESCHBACH-HALL
ROBERT FAXON

MEIR FEDER

W. FOLK

NOEL FRANCISCO
SHIRLETHIA FRANKLIN
DANIEL FRENCH
CRAIG FRIEDMAN

Page 2 of 8



JOHN FROEMMING
JOSHUA FUCHS

TARA FUMERTON
HILDA GALVAN
NATHANIEL GARRETT
JAMES GAUCH
SARAH GEERS
STEVEN GEISE

TODD GEREMIA
GENNA GHAUL
MICHAEL GINSBERG
MICHAEL GLEASON
JOHN GOETZ
GREGORY GORDON
HAROLD GORDON
MELISSA GORSLINE
RICHARD GRABOWSKI
BRIAN GRADY
CALVIN GRIFFITH
GERALD GRIFFITH
ASHLEY GULLETT
MICHAEL GURDAK
FAHAD HABIB
CHRISTOPHER HALL
DOUGLAS HALL
THOMAS HAMILTON
LISA HAN
CHRISTOPHER HANFLING
BLANEY HARPER
KEVIN HART

EDDIE HASDOO

LORI HELLKAMP
NICOLE HENNING
JUSTIN HERDMAN
MATTHEW HERTKO
KAREN HEWITT

PAUL HINES

CAROL HOGAN
KEVIN HOLEWINSKI
ANN HOLLENBECK
ADAM HOLLINGSWORTH
RORY HOOD

GEORGE HUNTER
CHRIS HWANG
GEOFFREY IRWIN
KELSEY ISRAEL-TRUMMEL
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PETER IZANEC

SEAN JACKOWITZ
JAMES JONES

JEFFREY JONES

BRIAN JORGENSEN
EDWARD JOYCE

YURY KALISH
JEFFREY KAPP

SANJIV KAPUR
DEMETRA KARAMANOS
SAMIR KAUSHIK
RANDALL KAY
REBEKAH KCEHOWSKI
FERRELL KEEL

KATHY KENEALLY
CORBIN KENNELLY
ELIZABETH KESSLER
HENRY KLEHM
MICHAEL KNIGHT
TARA KOWALSKI
GLENN KRINSKY
COLLEEN LADUZINSKI
MATTHEW LAMPE
GREG LANIER

ROBERT LATTA

PETER LAUN
FERNAND LAVALLEE
WILLIAM LAXTON, JR.
BRIAN LEA

KRISTEN LEJNIEKS
ENRIQUE LEMUS
RANDI LESNICK
ANDREW LEVINE
SARAH LEVINE
JONATHAN LINAS
TIFFANY LIPSCOMB-JACKSON
JASON LISSY

JEFFREY LITLE

JAMES LOONAM
TRACI LOVITT
CHRISTOPHER LOVRIEN
THOMAS LYNCH

RORY LYONS
MICHAEL MAGEE
DAVID MAIORANA
JOHN MAJORAS
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MICHAEL MARCUCCI
C. MARSHALL
REBECCA MARTIN
THERESA MARTIN
KENDRA MARVEL
SHIREEN MATTHEWS
JOEL MAY

SASHA MAYERGOYZ
JOHN MAZEY
ROSANNA MCCALIPS
MICHAEL MCCAULEY
SIDNEY MCCLUNG
MICHAEL MCCONNELL
RYAN MCCRUM
BRIAN MCDONALD

J. MCDONALD
KRISTEN MCDONALD
JULIE MCEVOY
DONALD MCGAHN II
YVETTE MCGEE BROWN
EVAN MCLEAN
JOSEPH MELNIK
TIMOTHY MELTON
JOSHUA MESTER
DANIEL MICHAELS
JOHN MICHALIK
ROBERT MICHELETTO
EVAN MILLER
CAROLINE MITCHELL
DAVID MONDE

YEAH MOON
NICHOLAS MORIN
DAVID MORRIS
CHRISTOPHER MORRISON
JEREMY MORRISON
KRISTIN MORRISON
DAN MOSS
ADRIENNE MUELLER
RAJEEV MUTTREJA
WARREN NACHLIS
LINDSEY NELSON
JOSHUA NIGHTINGALE
KEVIN NOBLE

JOHN NOGUERAS
JOHN NORMILE
PATRICK NORTON
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KELLY O’ DONNELL
KEVYN ORR

HEATHER O’SHEA
PHILIP OLISS

JESSICA PANZA
MATTHEW PAPEZ
AMANDA PARKER
STEPHANIE PARKER
MAHESH PARLIKAD
STEPHEN PARRINELLO
JACQUELINE PASEK
MELISSA PATTERSON
JENNIFER PLAGMAN
MICHAEL PLATT

S. PLATT

JAMES POTH

MARY POWERS

DAN PRIETO

ROBERT PROFUSEK
LAURA PRUITT
RICARDO PUENTE
KIMBERLY PUSTULKA
JEFFREY RABKIN
ANNA RAIMER
RACHEL RAWSON
JAMES REEDER, JR.
SHARYL REISMAN

T. REYNOLDS
AMANDA RICE

LISA ROPPLE
RICHARD ROSENBLATT
BENJAMIN ROSENBLUM
ANN ROSSUM

ALBERT ROTA
WILLIAM ROWLAND
AMANDA RUSH

JOHN SAADA, JR.
KEVIN SAMUELS
JOSEPH SAUER

EMILY SAWERS

LAURI SAWYER
DAVID SCHINDELHEIM
JEFF SCHLEGEL
MICHAEL SCHNEIDEREIT
PETER SCHWINGLER
BRIAN SEDLAK
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BRIAN SELDEN
RONALD SHARPE
RASHA SHIELDS
HOWARD SIDMAN
ERIN SINDBERG PORTER
DEBORAH SLOAN
LEXI SMITH
COURTNEY SNYDER
MICHAEL SOLECKI
AMANDA SOMMERFELD
ANDY STANTON

ERIC STEPHENS

NEAL STEPHENS
JOSHUA STERLING
WILLIAM STEWART, JR.
JANE STORY

TRACY STRATFORD
BENJAMIN STULBERG
CARY SULLIVAN
JOHN TANG
CHARLOTTE TAYLOR
CHRISTOPHER THATCH
RYAN THOMAS
LAURA TUELL
CHRISTIAN VERGONIS
CRAIG WALDMAN
JIHAN WALKER
SAMUEL WALLING
RYAN WALSH

HANK WALTHER
NATHANIEL WARD
CHARLES WEHLAND
TAMERA WEISSER
ERIKA WHYTE
RAYMOND WIACEK
MEREDITH WILKES
GRANT WILLIS
EDWARD WINSLOW
KOREN WONG-ERVIN
KOREE WOOLEY
MICHAEL WYNNE

D. YEARGIN

THOMAS YORK
KRISTINA YOST
STUART YOTHERS
STEVEN ZADRAVECZ
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