
 
April 25, 2026 

 

The Honorable Charles Grassley 

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

135 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Richard Durbin 

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

711 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

 

Re: Support from present and past clients of Michael Hendershot in favor of his confirmation to serve as a judge on 

the United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio 

 

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Durbin: 

 

We are a group of present and past public servants for the State of Ohio, and we have all been 

clients who have appreciated having Mike Hendershot as our advocate and counselor.  Some of us 

are, or have been, in-house counsel to State agencies and State officers; others serve, or have served, 

as cabinet directors or managers in State agencies.  All of us have relied on Mike Hendershot’s wise 

counsel, and we all encourage you to confirm Mike to be a judge on the U.S. District Court for the 

Northern District of Ohio. 

 

As state officers and counsel, we are represented in court by the Ohio Attorney General’s 

office.  We often have assigned counsel, and Mike joins the team for our most important cases.  

Whether it is seeking advice or needing representation in court, we are always happy to know that 

Mike is there for us.  In fact, many of us have been known to call the office and ask for Mike to be 

added to a case, or to ask our assigned counsel to get another opinion from Mike.  We know that he 

can be counted on for legal knowledge, creativity in arguments or finding solutions, and a steadfast 

commitment to honesty and serving the public interest. 

 

Because Mike puts the law and integrity first, he provides the best advice possible, even when 

we may initially disagree.  He fairly and accurately assesses the strengths and weaknesses of a case, of 

an individual argument, or the use of precedent.  Significantly, Mike does not avoid tough 

conversations that require candid advice.  Mike provides well-reasoned arguments and exhibits sound 



 

 

judgment.  Even when legal advice is difficult to hear, we know that if it is coming from Mike, it is 

solid.   

 

Those of us currently in public service will be sad to lose Mike as our counselor and advocate.  

But we will be thrilled for our loss to be a gain for the federal judiciary and for America. 

 

Please vote to confirm Mike as a district judge. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

  

Matt Donahue 

Chief Counsel to the Governor 

 

Harold J. Anderson III, General Counsel 

Ohio Treasurer Robert Sprague 

 

 

Damian W. Sikora, Chief Legal Counsel 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
 

 

Daniel Murry  

Senior Deputy Counsel to the Governor  

 

Caesar A. Schanzenbach 

Executive Legal Counsel to the Lt. Governor 

 

Erin C. Reed 

Director, RecoveryOhio 

 

 

Larry Obhof 

Chief Counsel to the Secretary of State 

 

 

Kathleen Madden, Director 

Ohio Dept. of Administrative Services 

 

Sarah V. Ackman 
|s| Sarah V. Ackman 

Chief Deputy Legal Counsel to the Governor 

 

 
 

Tyler Herrmann 

Deputy Legal Counsel to the Governor 

 

 

Giles Allen, Director of Legislative Affairs 

Office of Governor Mike Dewine 

 

 

Pamela Boratyn, Director 

Ohio Department of Transportation 



 

 

 

 

Sarah Creedon, Executive Director 

Ohio Liquor Control Commission 
 

 

Matt Damschroder, Director 

Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 

 

 

Kimberly Murnieks, Director 

Ohio Office of Budget and Management 

 

Bruce Vanderhoff, MD, MBA 

Director, Ohio Department of Health 

 

 

 

Jocelyn Lowe, Chief Operating Officer, Ohio 

Department of Public Safety 

 

 

Jennifer Bondurant, Chief Legal Counsel 

Ohio Department of Behavioral Health 

 

Matthw J. Lampke 
|s|Matthew J. Lampke 

Chief Counsel to the Department of Aging 

 

 

Robin McGuire Rose 

Chief Legal Counsel, Ohio Dept. of 

Agriculture 

 

 

Stephen D. Dackin, Director 

Ohio Department of Education & Workforce 
 

 

John Logue, Director 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
 

 

Paul M. Nick, Executive Director 

Ohio Ethics Commission  

 
Steven T. Voigt, Asst. Director & General 

Counsel, The Ohio Department of Medicaid 

 

 

Sarah O’Leary, Assistant Tax Commissioner 

Chief Legal Counsel and Deputy Tax 

Commissioner 

 

Aaron Johnston, Division Counsel 

Division of Industrial Compliance 
 

 

Sean McCarthy, Chief Legal Counsel 

Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 

 

 

Patrick J. Piccininni, Deputy Chief Counsel 

Ohio Industrial Commission  



 

 

 

 

John Danish, General Counsel 

Ohio Police & Fire Pension Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rachel Herrmann 

Former Assistant Legal Counsel to the 

Governor 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


